Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




V 



»•» 



^g 'S* 





r^3 




I 






V 












I 



N 



%/ 



SKETCHES 



OF 



THE LIFE AND CHARACTER 



OF 



PATRICK HENRY. 



BY WILLIAM WIRT, 

OF BICHMCnO), TiReonA. 



'*In quo hoc maximum est, quod neque ante illuiA, quem iUe imitatetur neqna 
' ilium qui eum imitan pcneet, inventus est" Paterc. libb i. cap. t. 



SIXTH EDITION, CORRECTED BY THE AUTHOR. 



NEW-YORK: 
PUBLISHED BY M'ELRATH & BANGS, 

8S CHATHAM-STREET. 
1833. 



District of Penn^vlvankif to wit : 
BE rr REMEMBERED, That, on the twenty-firal day of March, in the forty-second 

J'ear of (he Independence of the United States of America, James Webster, of the fodd 
Jistrict, hath deposited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof he claims as 
proprietor, in the wordi following, to wit : 
" Sketclies of the Life and Gharaoter of Patrick Henry. By William Win, of Rich 
mond, Viiginia. Becenll Miition, corrected by the Aothor. In quo hoc maximum 
est, quod neque ante ilium, quern ille imitaretur, neque post ilium, qui eum imitari 
poasei, inventus est. Paterc. lib. i. cap. v." 
In conformity to the act of Congress of the United States, entitled, " An act for the en- 
couragement of learning, by securing the copies of Maps, GhartH, and Books to the authors 
and proprietors of such copies, during the time therein mentioned. " And also to an Act, 
entitled, " An act supplementary to an act, entitled, ' An act for the encouragement of 
learning, by securing the copies of maps,chan8, and books, to the authors and propria 
tors of suciicopies, during the times therein mentioned,' and extending the benefits tiiere. 
of to the arts of desisnins, engraving, and etcbine: historical and other prints." 

D. CALDWELL, 
Clerk of the District of Pennsylvania. 



Re-entered accordiiuto the Act of Congress, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and thirtytwc^ by M'Elrath A Bangs, iik the Clerk'a Office of the District Court of 
the Southern Dictrict of New-Vork. 



W. OSBORN AND CO., PRINTERS, 

85 Chatham-Street 







9. ^ o \ 



TO 



THE YOUNG MEN OF VIRGINIA, 



IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 



•T 



THE AUTHOR. 



iVi280?89 



PREFACE. 

The reader has a right to know what degree 
of credit is due to the following narrative ; and 
it is the object of this preface to give him that 
satisfaction. 

It was in th6 summer of 1805 that the design 
of writing this biography was first cofaceived. 
It was produced by an incident of feeling, which, 
however it affected the author at the time, might 
now be thought light and trivial by the reader ., 
and he shall not, therefore, be detained by the 
recital of it. The author knew nothing of Mr, 
Henry, personally. He had never seen him; 
and was of course compelled to rely wholly on 
the information of others. As soon, therefore, as 
the design was formed of writing his life, aware 
of the necessity of losing no time in collecting, 
from the few remaining coevals of Mr. Henry, 
that personal knowledge of the subject which 
might ere long be expected to die with them, the 
author despatched letters to every quarter of the 
state in which it occurred to him as probable 
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that interesting matter might be found ; and he 
was gratified by the {»'ompt attention which was 
paid to his inquiries. 

There were at that time, living in the county 
of- Hanover, three gentlemen of the first respec- 
tability, who had been the companions of Mr. 
Henry's childhood and youth : these were, CoL 
Charles Dabney, Capt. George Dabney, and Col. 
William O. Winston ; the two first of whom are 
still living. Not having the pleasure of a per* 
sonal acquaintance with these gentlemen, the 
author interested the late Mr. Nathaniel Pope in 
his object, and, by his instrumentality, procured 
all the useful information which was in their pos- 
session. Mr. Pope is well known to have been a . 
gentleman of uncommonly vigorous and discrim* 
inating mind ; a sacred observer of truth, and a 
man of the purest sense of honour. The author 
cannot recall the memory of this most amiable 
and excellent man, to whom (if there be any 
merit in this work) the fi'iends of Mr. Henry and 
the state of Virginia owe so many obligations, 
without paying to that revered memory the tri- 
bute of his respect smd afiection. Mr. Pope was 
one of those ardent young Virginians, who em 
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barked before they had attained their matority, 
in the cause of the American reyolnticm: he 
joined an animated and active corps of horse, and 
signahzed himself by an impetuous gallantry, 
which drew upon him the eyes and the applause 
of his commander. In peace, he was as mild as 
he had been brave in war ; his bosom was replete 
with the kindest afTections ; he was, in truth, one 
of the best of companions, and one of the warmest 
of friends. The fact that he was the acknow- 
ledged head of the several bars at which he 
practised in the country, may assure the reader 
of his capacity for the commission which he so 
cheerfully undertook, in regard to Mr. Henry ; 
and the unblemished integrity of his life may 
assure him also of the fidelity with which that 
commission was executed. So many important 
anecdotes in the following work depend on the 
credit of this gentleman as a witness, that the 
slight sketch which has been given of his charac- 
ter will not, it is hoped, be thought foreign to the 
purpose of this preface. Mr. Pope did not con- 
fine his inquiries to the county of Hanover 2 he 
was indefatigable in collecting information from 
every quarter ; which he never accepted, how- 



ever^ but from the purest soarces ; and his au 
thority for every incident was given with the most 
scrupulous accuracy. The author had hoped to 
have had it in his povfer to gratify this gentleman 
by submitting to his view the joint result of their 
labours, and obtaining the benefit of his last cor- 
rections ; but he was disappointed by his untimely 
and melancholy death. He fell a victim to that 
savage practice, which, under the false name of 
honour, continued to prevail too long ; and his 
death is believed to have been highly instrumen- 
tal in hastening that system of legislation in re- 
straint of this practice whifch now exists in Vir- 
ginia. 

Besides the contributions furnished by Mr. 
Pope, the writer derived material aid from va- 
rious other quarters. The widow of Mr. Henry 
was still living, and had intermarried with Judge 
Winston: from- this gentleman (who was also 
related to Mr. Henry by blood, and had been 
intimately acquainted with him through the far 
greater part of his life) the author received a 

succinct; butextremely accurate and comprehen- 
sive memoir. 

Col. Meredith of Amherst was a few years 
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cdder than Bb. Hmiry, had been raised in the 
same neighbourhood, and had finally married one 
of his sisters. Having known Mr. Henry firom 
his birth to his death, he had it in his power to 
supply very copious details, which were taken 
down firom his narration by the present Judge 
Cabell, and fwwarded to the author. 

One of the most intimate and confidential 
fi'iends of Mr. Henry was the late Judge Tyler. 
The Judge had a kind of Roman fi'ankness and 
even bluntness in his manners, together with a 
decision of character and a benevolence of qpirit, 
which had attached Mr. Henry to him, fi'om his 
first appearance on the public stage. They were, 
for a long time, members of the House of Dele- 
gates together, and their fi*iendship continued 
until it was severed by death. From Judge 
Tyler the author received a very minute and 
interesting communication of incidents, the whole 
of which had either passed in his own presence, 
or had been related to turn by Mr. Henry 
himself 

The writer is kidebted to Judge Tucker for 
two or three of his beM incidents ; one of them 
will probably be pronounced the most interesting 
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passage of the work. He omes to the same gen- 
tleman^ too, the fullest and liveliedt description of 
the person of Mr. Henry, which has heen furmsh- 
ed from any quarter : and he stands farther in- 
debted to him for a rare and (to the purpose of 
this work) a yery important book — ^the Journals 
of the House of Burgesses for the years 1763^*4- 
5-^ and 7. 

From Judge Roane the author has received 
one of the fairest and most satisfactory communi- 
cations that has been made to him ; -': and the 
vigour and elegance with which that gentleman 
writes, has frequently enabled the author to 
relieve the dulness of his own narrative, by ex- 
tracts from his statements. 

Mr. Jefferson, too, has exercised his well known 
kindness and candour on this occasion; having 
not only favoured the author with a very fall 
cc»nmunication in the first instance ; but assisted 
him, subsequently and repeatedly, with his able 
counsel, in reconciling apparent contradictions, 
and clearing away difficulties of fact. 

Besides these statements, drawn from the me- 
mory of his corespondents, the writer was 
&yoared by the late Crov^nor Page, with the 
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reiidiag of a pntt j extended dcetoh wkich he 
had, himseli^ prepared c€ the life of Mr. H^iry : 
and he has, fbrthermore, availed hiniMif of the 
kind permission of Mr. Peyton Randolph, to 
examinci an extremely yaluable muiuscript his- 
tory of Virginia, written by his father, the late 
Mr. Edmund Randolph; which embraces the 
whole period of Mr. Henry's public life. 

In addition to these stores of information, the 
author has had the good fortune to procure com- 
plete files of the pubtic newspapers, reaching 
from the year 1765 down to the close of the 
American revolution; by these he has been 
enabled to correct, in some important instances, 
the memory of his correspondents, in relation not 
only to dates, but to facts themselves. 

He has been fortunate, too, in having procured 
several original letters which shed much light on 
important and hitherto disputed foots, in the life 
of Mr. Henry. 

The records of the General Court, and the 
archives of the State having been convenient to 
the author, and always open t0 him, he has en- 
deavoured assiduously and carefoUy, to avail 
of that certain and permanent evidence 
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which they affi>rd ; and has been enabled, by this 
means, as the reader will discover, to correct 
some strange mistakes in historical facts. 

The author's correspondents will find, that he 
has departed, in some instances, from their re- 
spective statements ; and he owes them an expla- 
nation for having done so: the Explanation is 
this ; their statements were, in several instances, 
diametrically opposed to each other ; and were 
sometimes all contradicted by the public prints, 
or the records of the State. It ought not to be 
matter of surprise that these contradictions should 
exist, even among those most respectable gentle- 
men, relying, as they did, upon human memory 
merely ; and speaking of events so very remote, 
without a previous opportunity of communicating 
with each other. It will be seen by them, that 
the author has been obliged, in several instances, 
to. contradict even the several histories of the 
times, concerning which he writes : but this he 
has never done, without the most decisive proofi 
of his own correctness, which he has always 
cited ; nor has he ever departed from the narra- 
tives of his several correspondents, except under 
the direction of preponderating cividence. As 
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among those contradictory statements, aU could 
not be true^ he has sought the correction by 
pubUc documents, when such correction was at- 
tainable ; and when it was not, he has selected 
among his narrators, those, whose opportunities 
to know the fact in question seemed to be the 
best. This he has done, without the slightest 
intention to throw a shadow of suspicion on the 
credit of any gentleman who has been so obliging 
as to answer his inquiries ; but merely from the 
necessity which he was under, either of making 
some selection^ or abandoning the work alto- 
gether ; and because he knew of no better rule 
of selection, than that which he has adopted. 

Although it has been so Icmg since the collec- 
tion of these materials was begun, it was not 
until the summer of 1814 that the last communi- 
cation was received Even then, when the author 
sat down to the task of embodying his materials, 
there were so many intricacies to disentangle, 
and so many inconsistencies, from time to time, 
to explain and settle, and that too, through the 
tedious agency of cross-mails, that his progress 
was continually impeded, and has been, to him, 
most painfully retarded. 
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Other causes, too, have contributed to delay 
the publication. The author is a practising law- 
yer ; and the Courts which he attends, keep him 
perpetually and exclusively occupied in that at- 
tendance, through ten months of the year: nor 
does the summer recess of two months afK>rd a 
remission from professional labour. In Virginia, 
the duties of attorney, counsellor, conveyancer, 
and advocate, are all performed by the same in- 
dividual ; hence the summer vacation, instead of 
being a time of leisure, is not only the season of 
preparation for the approaching Courts, but is 
subject, moreover, to a perpetual recurrence of 
what are here called ojffice duties, which renders 
a steady application to any other subject impos- 
sible. 

These sketches are now submitted to the pub- 
lic, with unaffected diffidence ; not of the facts 
which they detail, for on them the author has the 
firmest reliance ; but of the manner in which he 
has been able to accomplish his undertaking. 
For (to say nothing of his inexperience and want 
of ability for such a work) he has been compelled 
to write (when he was suffered to write at all) 
amidst that incessant professional annoyance 
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which has been mentioned, and which is known 
by every man who has ever made the trial, to 
forbid the hope of snecess in any composition of 
this extent. Could the writer have looked for- 
ward, with any reasonable calculation, to a period 
of greater ease, his respect for the memory of 
Mr. Henry, as well as his regard for himself, 
would have induced him to suspend this under- 
taking until that period should have arrived. 
But having no ground for any hope of this kind, 
he has thought it better to hazard even these 
crude sketches, than to suffer the materials which 
he had accumulated with so much toil, and for 
an object which he thought so laudable, to perish 
on his hands. 

These remarks are not made with the view of 
deprecating the censures of critics by profession; 
but merely to bespeak the candour of that larger 
portion of readers who are willing to be pleased 
with the best efforts that can be reasonably ex- 
pected, from the circumstances of the case. The 
author, however, is well satisfied, that the most 
indulgent reader (although benevolently disposed 
to overlook defects of execution) will be certainly 
disappointed in the matter itself of this work ; 



for, notwithstanding all his exertions, he is entire- 
ly conscious that the materials which he has been 
ab!e to collect are scanty and meagre, and utter- 
ly disproportionate to the great fame of Mr. 
Henry. It is probable that much of what was 
once known of him had perished before the au- 
thor conmienced his researches ; and it is very 
possible that much may still be known, which he 
has not been able to discover ; because it lies in 
unsuspected sources, or with persons unwilling, 
for some reason or other, to communicate their 
information. It is the conviction that he has not 
been able to inform himself of the whole events 
of Mr. Henry's life, and that his collection can 
be considered only as so many detached sketches. 
If^ in this humble and miassuming character, it 
^lall give any pleasure to the numerous admirers 
of Mr. Henry, in Virginia, the author will have 
attained all that he has a right to expect. 

RicBMOND, Va., Sept, 5lh, 1817. 
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LIFE OF PATRICK HENRY. 



SECTION I. 

Patrick Henry, the second son of John and Sarah 
Henry, and one of nine children, >va8 Imnh on the 29th of 
May, 1736, at the ftmily seat, called Studley, in the county 
of Hanover and colony of Yirginia. In his early childhood, 
his parents removed to another seat in the same county, then 
called Mount Brilliant, now the Retreat ; at which latter 
place, Patrick Henry was raised and educated. His pa- 
rents, though not rich, were in easy circumstances ; and, in 
point of personal character, were among the most respectable 
inhabitants of the colony. 

. His &ther, Col. John Henry, was a native of Aberdeen in 
Scotland. He was, it is said, a first cousin to David Henry, 
who was the brother-in-law euad successor of Edward Cave, 
in the publication of that celebrated work. The Gentle- 
man's Magazine, and himself the author of several literary 
tracts : John Henry is also said to have been a nephew, 
in the maternal line, to the great historian Dr. William Ro- 
bertson. He came over to Yirginia, in quest of fortune, some 
tim^ prior to the year 1730, and the tradition is, that he en- 
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joyed the friendship and patronage of Mr. Dinwiddie, after- 
ward the governor of the colony. By this gentleman, it is 
reported, that he was introduced to the elder Col. Syme of 
Hanover, in whose family, it is certain, that he became do- 
mesticated during the life of that gentleman, after whose 
death he intermarried with his widow, and resided on the 
estate which he had left. It is considered as a ftiir proof of 
the personal merit of Mr. John Henry, that, in those days, 
when offices were bestowed with peculiar caution, he was the 
colonel of his regiment, the principal surveyor of the county, 
and for many years, the presiding magistrate of the county 
court. His surviving acquaintances concur in stating, that 
he was a man of liberal education ; that he possessed a plain, 
yet solid understanding ; and lived long a life of the most 
irreproachable integrity, and exemplary piety. His brother 
Patrick, a clergyman of the church of Englaiid, followed 
him to this country some years afterward ; and became, by 
his influence, the minister of St. Paul's parish in Hanover, 
the functions of which office he sustained throughout life 
with great respectability. Both the brothers were zealous 
members of the established church, and warmly attached to 
the reigning fsimily. Col. John Henry was conspicuously 
so : " there are those yet alive," says a correspondent,* " who 
have seen him at the head of his regiment, celebrating the 
birthday of George the HI. with as much enthusiasm as 
his son Patrick afterward displayed, in resisting the en- 
croachments of that monarch."t 

* Mr. Pope, in 1805. 

t Mr. Burk's account of Mr. Heniy is extremely careless and full 
of errors. He begins by making him the son of his uncle : " Patrick 
Henry, the son of a Scotch gentleman of t?ie same name, d^c." 3d vol. 
of the History of Virginia, page 300. 
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Mrs. Henry, the widow of Col. Syme, as we have seen, 
and the mother of Patrick Henry, was a native of Hanover 
county, and of the &niily of Winstons. She possessed, in an 
eminent degree, the mild and benevolent disposition, the 
undeviating probity, the correct understanding and easy elo- 
cution by which that ancient &mily has been so long distin- 
guished. Her brother William, the fiither of the present 
judge Winston, is said to have been highly endowed with 
that peculiar cast of eloquence, for which Mr. Henry became, 
afterward, so justly celebrated. Of this gentleman I have 
an ancedote from a correspendent,* which I shall give in his 
own words. " I have often heard my fether, who was in- 
timately acquainted with this William Winston, say, that he 
was the greatest orator whom he ever heard, Patrick Henry 
excepted ; that during the last French and Indian waf , vd 
soon after Braddock's defeat, when the militia were marched 
to the frontiers of Virginia against the enemy, this William 
Winston was the lieutenant of a company ; that the men, 
who were indifferently clothed, without tents, and exposed 
to the rigour and inclemency of the weather, discovered great 
aversion to the service, and were anxious and even clamor- 
ous to return to their families ; when this William Winston, 
mounting a stump, (the common rostrum^ you know, of the 
field orator of Virginia,) addressed them with such keenness 
of invective, and declaimed with such force of eloquence, on 
liberty and patriotism, that when he concluded, the general 
cry was, ^ let us march on ; lead us against the enemy ;' and 
they were now willing, nay anxious to encounter all those, 
difficulties and dangers, which, but a few moments beforey 
had almost produced a mutiny." 

* Mr. Pope. 
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Thus much I have been able to collect of the parentage 
and &infly of Mr. Henry ; and this, I presume, will be 
thought quite sufficient, in relation to a man, who owed no 
part of his greatness to the lustre of his pedigree, but was, 
in truth, the sole founder of his own fortunes. 

Until ten years of age, Patrick Henry was sent to a school 
in the neighbourhood, where he learned to read and write, 
and made some small progress in arithmetic. He was then 
taken home, and under the direction of his father, who had 
opened a grammar-school in his own house, he acquired a 
superficial knowledge of the Latin language ; and learned 
to read the character, but never to translate Greek. At the 
same time he made a considerable proficiency in the mathema- 
tics, the only branch of education for which, it seems, he dis- 
covered, in his youth, the slightest predilection. But he 
was too idle to gain any solid advantage from the opportuni- 
ties which were thrown in his way. He was passionately ad- 
dicted to the sports of the field, and could not support the con- 
finement and toil which education required. Hence, in- 
stead of system or any semblance of regularity in his studies, 
his eflforts were always desultory, and became more and 
more rare; until at length, when the hour of his school ex- 
ercises arrived, Patrick was scarcely ever to be found. He 
was in the forest with his gun, or over the brook with his 
angle-rod ; and, in these fiivolous occupations, when not con- 
trolled by the authority of his &ther, (which was rarely ex- 
erted,) he would, it is said, spend whole days and weeks, with 
an appetite rather whetted than cloyed by enjoyment. His 
school-fellows, having observed his growing passion lor these 
amusements, and having remarked that its progress was not 
checked either by the want of companions or the want of suc- 
c^s, have frequently watched his movements to discover, if 



PATRICK HENRY. ^3 

they could, the secret source of that delight which they seem- 
ed to affi^d him. But they made no discovery which led 
them to any other conclusion than (to use their own expres- 
sion) " that he loved idleness for its own sake." They have 
frequently observed him lying along, under the shade of some 
tree that overhung the sequestered stream, watching, for 
hours, at the same spot, the motionless cork of his fishing- 
line, without one encouraging symptom of success, and with- 
out any apparent source of enjoyment, unless he could find 
it in the ease of his posture, or in the illusions of hope, or, 
which is most probable, in the stillness of the scene and the 
silent workings of his own imagination. This love of soli- 
tude, in his youth, was often observed. Even when hunt- 
ing with a party, his choice was not to join the noisy band 
that drove the deer ; he preferred to take his stand, alone, 
where he might wait for the passing game, and indulge 
himself, meanwhile, in the luxury of thinking. Not that he 
was averse to society ; on the contrary, he had, at times, a 
very high zest for it. But even in society, his enjoyments 
while young, were of a peculiar cast ; he did not mix in the 
wild miith of his equals in age ; but sat, quiet and demure, 
taking no part in the conversation, giving no responsive smile 
to the circulating jest, but lost, to all appearance, in silence 
and abstraction. This abstraction, however, was only appa- 
rent ; for on the dispersion of a company, when interrelated 
by his parents as to what had been passing, he was able not 
only to detail the conversation, but to sketch with strict fide- 
lity, the character of every speaker. None of these early de- 
lineations of character are retained by his cotemporaries ; 
and, indeed, they are said to have been more remarkable for 
their justness, than for any peculiar felicity of execution. 
I cannot learn that he gave in his youth, any evidence 
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of that precocity which eoraetimes distinguishes uncommoa 
genius. His companions recollect no instance of premature 
wit, no striking sentiment, no flash of &ncy, no remarkable 
beauty or strength of expression ; and no indication, however 
slight, either of that impassioned love of Uberty, or of that 
adventurous daring and intrepidity, which marked, so strong- 
ly, his future character. So &r was he, indeed, from exhibit- 
ing any one prognostic of this greatness, that every omen 
foretold a life, at best of mediocrity, if not of insignificance. 
His person is represented as having been coarse, his manners 
ui^commonly awkward, his dress slovenly, his conversation 
very plain, his aversion to study invincible, and his faculties 
almost entirely benumbed by indolence. No persuasion 
could bring him either to read or to work. On the contrary, 
he ran wild in the forest, like one of the aborigines of the 
country, and divided his life between the dissipation and up- 
roar of the chase, and the languor of inaction. 

His propensity to observe and comment upon the human 
character was, so far as I can learn, the only circmnstance 
which distinguished him, advantageously, from his youthful 
companions. This propensity seems to have been born with 
him, and to have exerted itself, instinctively, the moment 
that a new subject was presented to his view. Its action 
was incessant, and it became, at length, almost the only in- 
tellectual exercise in which he seemed to take delight. To 
this cause may be traced that consummate knowledge of the 
human heart which he finally attained, and which enabled 
him, when he came upon the public stage, to touch the 
springs of passion with a master-hand, and to control the 
resolutions and decisions of his hearers, with a power, almost 
more than mortal. 

From what has been already stated, it will be seen, how 
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little educalion had to do with. the fonnation of this great 
man's mind. He was, indeed, a mere child of nature, and 
nature seems to have been too proud and too jealous of her 
work, to permit it to be touched by the hand of art. She 
gave him Shakspeare's genius, and bade him, Uke Shak- 
speare, to depend on that alone. Let not the youthful reader, 
however, deduce, from the example of Mr. Henry, an argu- 
ment in favour of indolence and the contempt of study. Let 
him remember that the powers which suimounted the dis- 
advantage of those early habits, were such as very rarely 
appear upon this earth. Let him remember, too, how long 
the genius, even of Mr. Henry, was kept down and hidden 
from the public view, by the sorcery of those pernicious ha- 
bits; through what years of poverty and wretchedness they 
doomed him to struggle ; and, let hiin remember, that at 
length, when in the zenith of his glory, Mr. Henry himself 
had frequent occasions to deplore the consequences of his 
early neglect of literature, and to bewail ^^ the ghosts of his 
departed hours." 

His father, unable to sustain, with convenience, the ex- 
pense of so large a family as was now multiplying on his 
hands, found it necessary to qualify his sons, at a very early 
age, to support themselves. With this view, Patrick was 
placed, at the age of fifteen, behind the counter of a merchiint 
in the country. How he conducted himself in this situation, 
I have not been able to learn. There could not, however, 1 
presume, have been any flagrant impropriety in his conduct, 
since,, in the next year, his father considered him qualified 
to carry on business on his own account. Under this im- 
pression, he purchased a small adventure of goods for his 
two sons, William and Patrick, and, according to the lan- 
guage of the country, ^' set them up in trade." William's 
D 
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halHts of idleness ivere, if possible, still more unfortunate than 
Patrick's. The chief management of their concerns devdv- 
ed, therefore, on the younger brother, and that management 
seems to have been most wretched. 

Left to himself, all the indolence of his character returned. 
Those unfortunate habits which he had formed, and whose 
spell was already too strong to be broken, comported very 
poorly with that close attention, that accuracy and perseve- 
ring vigour, which are essential to the merchant. The 
drudgery of retaiUng and of book-keeping soon became in- 
tolerable ; yet he was obliged to preserve appearances by re- 
maining, continually, at his stand. Besides these unpropi- 
tious habits, there was still another obstacle to his success, 
in the natural kindness of his temper. " He could not find 
it in his heart" to disappoint any one who came to him for 
credit ; and he was very easily satisfied by apologies for 
non-payment He condemned, in himself, this facility of 
temper, and foresaw the embarrassments with which it 
threatened him ; but he was unable to overcome it. Even 
vrith the best prospects, the confinement of such a business 
would have been scarcely supportable ; but viath those which 
now threatened him, his store became a prison. To make 
the matter still worse, the joys of the chase, joys now to him 
fcNrbidden, echoed around him every morning, and by their 
contrast, and the longings which they excited, contributed to 
deepen the disgust which he had taken to his employments. 

Prom these painfiil reflections, and the gloomy forebodings 
which darkened the future, he sought, at first, a refiige in 
music, for which it seems he had a natural taste, and he 
learned to play well on the vioUn and on the flute. From 
music he passed to ]^ks, and, having procured a few light 
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and elegant authors, acquired, for the first time, a relish for 
reading. 

He found another relief, too, in the frequent qiportunities 
now afforded him of pursuing his favourite study of the hu- 
man character. The character of every customer underwent 
this scrutiny ; and that, not with reference either to the in- 
t^rity or solvency of the individual, in which one would 
suppose that Mr. Henry would feel himself most interested ; 
but in relation to the structure of hb mind, the general cast 
of his opinions, the motives and principles which influenced 
his actions, and what may be called the philosq>hy of cha- 
racter. In pursuing these investigations, he is said to have 
resorted to arts, apparently so far above his years, and which 
look so much like em after-thought, resulting from his future 
eminence, that I should hesitate to make the statement, were 
it not attested by so many witnesses, and by some who can- 
not be suspected of the capacity for having fabricated the 
fact. Their account of it, then, is this ; that whenever a 
company of his customers met in the store, (which frequently 
happened on the last day of the week,) and were, themselves, 
sufficiently gay and animated to talk and act as nature 
prompted, without concealment, without reserve, he would 
take no part in their discussions, but listen with a silence as 
deep and attentive, as if under the influence of some potent 
charm. I^ on the contrary, they were dull and silent, he 
would, without betraying his drift, task himself to set them 
in motion, and excite them to remark, collision, and ex* 
clainaticNa. He was peculiarly delighted with comparing 
their characters, and ascertaining how they would severally 
act in given situations. With this view he would state an 
hypothetic case, and call for their opinions, one by one, as to 
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the conduct which would be proper in it If they differed, 
he would demand their reasons, and enjoy highly the de- 
bates in which he would thus involve them. By multiply- 
ing and varying those imaginary cases at pleasure, he as- 
certained the general course of human opinion, and formed, 
for himself as it were, a graduated scale of the motives and 
conduct which are natural to man. Sometimes he would 
entertain them with stories, gathered from his reading, or, 
as was more frequently the case, drawn from his own fency, 
composed of heterogeneous circumstances, calculated to ex- 
cite, by turns, pity, terror, resentment, indignation, contempt; 
pausing, in the turns of his naiTative, to observe the effect ; 
to watch the different modes in which the passions expressed 
themselves, and learn the language of emotion from those 
children of nature. 

In these exercises, Mr. Henry could have had nothing in 
view beyond the present gratification of a natural propensity. 
The advantages of them, however, were far more perma- 
nent, and gave the brighest colours to his future life. For 
those continual eSbrts to render himself intelligible to his 
plain and unlettered hearers, on subjects entirely new to 
them, taught him that clear and simple style which forms 
the best vehicle of thought to a popular assembly ; while his 
attempts to interest and affect them, in order that he might 
hear from them the echo of nature's voice, instructed him in 
those topics of persuasion by which men were the most cer- 
tainly to be moved, and in the kind of imagery and structure 
of language, which were the best fitted to strike and agitate 
their hearts. These constituted his excellencies as an orator ; 
and never was there a man in any age, who possessed, in a 
more eminent degree, the lucid and nervous style of argu 
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iDent, the conunand of the most beautiful and striking im- 
agery, or that language of passbn which burns from soul 
to soul. 

• 

In the mean time the business of the store was rushing 
headlong to its catastrqphe. One year put an. end to it. 
William was then thrown loose upon society, to which he 
was never, afterward, usefiilly attached;* and Patrick was 
engaged, for the two or three fdlowing years, in winding up 
this disastrous experiment as weQ as he could. 

His misfortunes, however, seem not to have had the effect 
either of teaching him prudence or of chilling his affecticms. 
For, at the early age of eighteen, we find him married to a 
Miss Shelton, the daughter of an honest former in the neigh- 
bourhood, but in circumstances too poor to contribute effec- 
tually to her support. By the joint assistance of their pai-ents, 
however, the young coufde were settled on a small &rm, and 
here, with the assistance of one or two slaves, Mr. Henry had 
to delve the earth, with his own hands, for subsistence. Such 
are the vicissitudes of human life ! It is curious to contem- 
plate this giant genius, destined in a few years to guide the 
councils of a mighty nation, but unconscious of the intellec- 
tual treasures which he possessed, encumbered, at the early 
age of eighteen, with the cares of a family ; obscure, un- 
known, and almost unpitied ; digging, with wearied limbs 

* I have eeen an original letter firom Col. John Henry to his son 
William, in which he remonelrates with him on his wijd and dissipa- 
ted coarse of life. There is reason to believe, however, that at a later 
period, he may have reformed, since a gentleman, to whom the manu- 
script of this work was submitted, notes on this passage, that when he 
was at college at Williamsburg, he recollects to have seen William 
Henry a member of the assembly, from the county of Fluvanna ; that 
he was called colonel, and was, he afterward understood, pretty well 
provided as to fortune. 
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and with an aching heart, a small spot of barren earth, for 
bread, and blessing the hour of night which relieved him 
from' toil. Little could the wealthy and great of the land, 
as they rolled along the highway in splendour, and beheld 
the young rustic at work in the coarse garb of a labourer, 
covered with dust, and melting in the sun, have suspected 
that this was the man who was destined not only to humble 
their pride, but to make the prince himself tremble on his 
distant throne, and to shake the brightest jewels from the 
British crown. Little, indeed, could he himself have sus- 
pected it ; for amidst the distresses which thickened around 
him at this time, and threatened him not only with obscurity 
but with famine, no hopes came to cheer the gkx)m, nor did 
there remain to him any eaithly consolation, save that which 
he found in the bosom of his own family. Fortunately for 
him, there never was a heart which felt this conflation with 
greater force. No man ever possessed the domestic virtues 
in a higher degree, or enjoyed, more exquisitely, those pure 
deUghts which flow from the endearing relations IdT coBtjugal 
life. 

Mr. Henry's want of agricultural skill, and his uncon- 
querable aversion to every species of systematic labour, drove 
him, necessarily, after a trial of two years, to abandon this 
pursuit alt(^ether. His next step seems to have been dictated 
by absolute despair ; for, selling off his little possessions, at a 
sacrifice for cash, he entered, a second time, on the inauspi- 
cious business of merchandize. Perhaps, he flattered him- 
self that he would be able to profit by his past experience, 
and conduct this experiment to a more successful issue. But 
if he did so, he deceived himself. He soon found that he had 
not changed his character, by changing his pursuits. His 
early habits still continued to haunt hun. The same want 
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of method, the same facility of temper, soon became apparent 
by their ruinous effects. He resumed his violin, his flute, 
his books, his curious inspection of human nature ; and not 
unfrequently ventured to shut up his store, and indulge him- 
self in the £ivourite sports of his youth. 

His reading, however, began to assume a more serious 
character. He studied geography, in which it is said that he 
became an adept. He read, also, the charters and history 
of the colony. He became fond of historical works generally, 
particularly those, of Greece and Rome; and, from the tena- 
city of his memory and the strength of his judgment, soon 
made himself a perfect master of th^ir contents. Livy was 
his favourite; and having procured a translation, he became 
so much enamoured of the work, that he made it a standing 
rule to read it through, once at least, in every yeai*, during 
the early part of his life.* The grandeur of the Roman 
character, so beautifully exhibited by Livy, filled him with 
surprise and admiration; and he was particularly enraptured 
with those vivid descriptions and eloquent harangues with 
which the work abounds. Fortune could scarcely have 
thrown in his way, a book better fitted to foster his repub- 
lican spirit, and awaken the still dormant powers of his ge- 
nius ; and it seems not improbable, that the lofty strain in 
which he himself afterward both spoke and acted, was, if 
not originally inspired, at least highly raised, by the noble 
models set before him by this favourite author. 

This second mercantile experiment was still more un- 

* 

fortunate than the first. In a few years it left him a bank- 
rupt, and placed him in a situation than which it is difficult 
to conceive one more wretched. Every atom of his property 

m 

• Jud|:e Nelson had thia statement from i/Lr, Henry himself. 
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was DOW gone, hie fiieDds were unable to assist him any 
further; he had tried- every raeana of support, of which he 
could suppose himself capable, and everyone had foiled; 
ruin was behind him ; poverty, debt, want, and &mine be- 
fore ; and as if his cup of misery were not already full 
enough, here were a suffering wife and children to make it 
overflow. 

But with all his acuteness of feeling, Mr. Henry possessed 
great native firmness of character ; and, let me add, great 
reliance, too^ on that unseen arm which never long deserts 
the faithfiil. Thus supported, he was able to bear up under 
the heaviest pressure of misfortune, and even to be cheerful, 
under circumstances which would sink most other men into 
despair. 

It was at this period of his fortunes, thM. Mr. Jefferson be- 
came acquainted with him ; and the reader, I am persuaded, 
will be gratified with that gentleman's own accoimt of it. 
These are his words. " My acquaintance with Mr. Henry 
commenced in the winter of 1759-60. On my way to the 
college, I passed the Christmas holydays at C<d. Dandridge's 
in Hanover, to whom Mr. Henry was a near neighbour. 
During the festivity of the season, I met him in society ever}' 
day, and we became well acquainted, although I was much 
his junior, being then in ^ly seventeenth year, and he a mar- 
ried man. His manners had something of coarseness in 
them; his passion was music, dancing, and pleasantry. He 
excelled in the last, and it attached every one to him. You 
ask some accoimt of his mind and information at ihis period ; 
*•■• ' vou will recollect that we were almost continually en- 
1 in the usual revelries of the season. The occasion, 
ips, as much as his idle disposition, prevented his en- 
ig in any conversation which might give the measure ' 
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either of his mind or information. Opportunity was not, in- 
deed, wholly wanting ; because Mr. John Campbell was 
there, who had married Mrs. Spotswood, the sister of CoL 
Dandridge. He was a man of science, and often introduced 
conversation on scientific subjects. Mr. Henry had, a little 
before, broken up his store, or rather it had broken him up ; 
but his misfortunes were not to be traced, either in his coun- 
tenance or conduct." 

This cheerfulness of spirit, under a reverse of fortune so 
severe, is certainly a very striking proof of the manliness of 
his character. It is not, indeed, easy to conceive that a mind 
like Mr. Henry's could finally sink under any pressure of 
adversity. Such a mind, although it may not immediately 
perceive whither to direct its efforts, must always possess a 
consciousness of power sufficient to buoy it above despon- 
dency. But, be this as it may, of Mr. Henry it was certain- 
ly true, as Doctor Johnson has observed of Swift, that " he 
was not one of those who, having lost one part of Ufe in 
idleness, are tempted' to throw away the remainder in de- 
spair." 

It seems to be matter of surprise, that even yet, amidst 
all these various struggles for subsistence, the powers of his 
mind had not so far developed themselves as to suggest to 
any friend the pursuit for which he was formed. He seems 
10 have been a plant of slow growth, but, like other plants 
of that nature, formed for duration and fitted to endure the 
buffetings of the rudest storm. 

It was now, when all other experiments had failed, that, 
as a last effort, he determined, of his own accord, to make a 
trial of the law. No one expected him to succeed in any 
eminent degree. His unfortunate habits were, by no means, 
suited to so laborious a profession : and even if it were not 
£ 
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too late in life fx him to hope to master its learning, the 
situation of his af&irs forbade an extensive course of reading. 
In addition to these obstacles, the business of the profession, 
in that quarter, was already in hands from which it was not 
easily to be taken ; for (to mention no others) judge Lyons, 
the late president of the court of appeals, was then at the bar 
of Hanover and the adjacent counties, with an unrivalled 
reputation for legal learning; and Mr. John Lewis, a man, 
also, of very respectable legal attainments, occupied the 
whole field of forensic eloquence. Mr. Henry himself seems 
to have hoped for nothing more from the profession than a 
scanty subsistence for himself and his family, and his pre- • 
paration was suited to these humble expectations ; for to tlie • 
study of a profession, which is said to require the lucubrations 
of twenty years, Mr. Henry devoted not more than six weeks.* 
On this preparation, however, he obtained a license to prac- 
tise the law. How he passed with two of the examiners, I 
have no intelligence ; but he himself used to relate his inter- 
view with the third. This was no other than Mr. John Ran- 
dolph, who was afterward the king's attorney-general for the 
colony ; a gentleman of the most courtly elegance of person 
and manners, a polished wit, and a profound lawyer. At 
first, he was so much shocked by Mr. Henry's very ungainly 
figure and address, that he refused to examine him : under- 
standing, however, that he had already obtained two signa- 
tures, he entered, with manifest reluctance, on the busmess. 
A very short time was sufiicient to satisfy him of the erro- 
neous conclusion which he had drawn from the exterior of 

* So say Mr. Jefferson and Judge Winston. Mr. Pope says nine 
months. Col. Meredith and Capt. Dabney, six or eight months. Judge 
Tyler, one month ; and he adds, " This I had from his own lipe. In 
this time, he read Coke upon Littleton, and the Virginia laws." 
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the candidate. With evident marks of increasing surprise 
(produced no doubt by the peculiar texture and strength of 
Mr. Httiry's style, and the bddness and originality of his 
combinations) he continued the examination for several 
hours : interrogating the candidate, not on the principles of 
municipal law, in which he no doubt soon discovered his 
deficiency, but on the laws of nature and of nations, on the 
policy of the feudal system, and on general history, which 
last he found to be his strong hold. During the very short 
portion of the examination which was devoted to the common 
law, Mr. Randolph dissented, or affected to dissent, from one 
•of Mr. Henry's answers, and called upon him to assign the 
teasons of his opinion. This produced an argument ; and 

j Mr. Randolph now played off on him the same arts which 

/ he himself had so often practised on his country customers ; 
drawing him out by questions, endeavouring to puzzle him 
by subtleties, assailing him with declamation, and watching 
continually the defensive operations of his mind. After a 

; considerable discussion, he said, " you defend your opinions 
well, Sir ; but now to the law and to the testimony." Here- 
upon he carried him to his ofBce, and opening the authori- 
ties, said to him, ^' behold the force of natural reason ; you 

* have never seen these books, nor this principle of the law ; 
yet you are right and I am wrong ; and from the lesson 

' which you have given me (you must excuse me for saying 
it) I will never trust to appearances again. Mr. Henry, if 
your industry be only half equal to your genius, I augur that 
you will do well, and become an ornament and an honour 
to your profession." It was always Mr. Henry's belief that 
Mr. Randolph had affected this difference of opinion, merely 
to afford him the pleasure of a triumph, and to make some 
atonement for the wound which his first repulse had inflicted. 



36 wmrs LIFE OP 

« 

Be this as it may, the interview was followed by the most 
marked and permanent respect on the part of Mr. Randolph, 
and the most sincere good will and gratitude, on that of Mr. 
Henry.* 

It was at the age of four and twenty that Mr. Henry ob- 
tained his license. Of the science of law, he knew almost 
nothing : of the practical part he was so wholly ignorant, 
that he was not only unable to draw a declaration or a plea, 
but incapable, it is said, of the most common or simple 
business of his profession, even of the mode of ordering a suit, 
giving a notice, or making a motion in court. It is not at 
all wonderful therefore, that such a novice, opposed as he 
was by veterans, covered with the whole armour of the law, 
should linger in the back ground for three years.t 

During this time, the wants and distresses of his family 

* This account of Mr. Henry's examination is given by Judge Ty- 
ler, who states it as coming from Mr. Henry himself. It was written 
before I had received the following statement from Mr. Jefferson ; and 
although there is some difference in the circumstances, it has not been 
thought important enough to make an alteration of the text necessary. 
This is Mr. Jefferson's statement. " In the spring of 1760, he came to 
Williamsburg to obtain a hcense as a lawyer, and he called on me at 
college. He told me he had been reading law only six weeks. Two 
of the examiners, however, Peyton arid John Randolph, men of great 
facility of temper, signed his license with as much reluctance as their 
dispositions would permit them to show. Mr. Wythe absolutely refu- 
sed. Robert C. Nicholas refused also at first ; but, on repeated impor- 
tunities and promises of future reading, he signed. These facts I had 
afterward from the gentlemen themselves ; the two Randolphs ac- 
knowledging he was very ignorant of the law, but that they perceiv- 
ed him to be a young man of genius, and did not doubt that he would 
soon qualify himself 

t "He was not distinguished at the bar for near four years." Judge 
Winston : yet Mr. Burk intimates that he took the lead in his profes- 
sion at once. 3d vol. 301. 
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were extreme. The profits of his practice could not have 
supi^ed them even with the necessaries of life ; and he seems 
to have spent the greatest part of his time, both of his study 
of the law and the practice of the first two or three years, 
with his fitther-in-Iaw, Mr. Shelton, who then kept the tavern 
at Hanover court-house. Whenever Mr. Shelton was fix>m 
,home, Mr.. Henry supplied his plajce in the tavern, received 
the guests, and attended to their entertainment. All this 
was very natural in Mr. Henry's situation, and seems to have 
been purely the voluntary movement of his naturally kind 
and obliging disposition. Hence, however, a story has arisen, 
that in the early part of his life, he was a bar-keeper by pro- 
fession. The fact seems not to have been so : but if it had 
been, it would certaudy have redounded much more to his 
honour than to his discredit; for as Mr. Henry owed no 
part of his distinction either to birth or fortune, but wholly 
to himself, the deeper the obscurity and poverty firom which 
he emerged, the stronger is the evidence which it bears to his 
powers, and the greater glory does it shed around him. 

About the time of Mr. Henry's coming to the bar, a con- 
troversy arose in Virginia, which gradually produced a very 
strong excitement, and called to it, at length, the attention 
of the whole state. 

This was the &mous controversy between the clergy on 
the one hand, and the legislatnre of the people of the colony 
on the other, touching the stipend claimed by the former ; 
and as this was the occasion on which Mr. Henry's genius 
first broke forth, those who take an interest in his life, will 
not be displeased by a particular account of the nature and 
grounds of the dispute. It will be borne in mind, that the 
church of England was at this period the established church 
of Virginia ; and by an act of assembly passed so &r back 
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as the yeax 1696, each minister of a parish had been provided 
with an annual stipend of i^ixteen thousand pounds of to- 
bacco. This act was re-enacted with amendments, in 1748. 
and. in this form, had received the royal assent. The price 
of tobacco had long remained stationary at two pence in the 
pound, or sixteen shillings and eight pence per hundred. 
According to the pro\dsions of the law, the clergy had the 
right to demand, and were in the practice of receiving pay- 
ment of their stipend, in the specific tobacco ; unless they 
chose, for convenience, to commute it for money at the mar- 
ket price. In the year 1755, however, the crop of tobacco 
having fallen short, the legislature passed « a^ act to enabl^ 
the inhabitants of this colony to discharge their' t6b9^cco debts 
in money for the present year :" by the provisions of which 
" all persons, from whom any tobacco was due, were autho- 
rized to pay the same either in tobacco, or in money, after 
the rate of sixteen shillings and eight pence per hundred^- 
at the option of the debtor. ^"^ This act was to continue in 
force for ten months and no longer, and did not contain the 
usual clause of suspension, until it should receive the royal 
assent. Whether the scarcity of tobacco "was so general and 
so notorious, as to render this act a measure of obvious hu 
manity and necessity, or whether the clergy were satisfied 
by its generality, since it embraced sheriffe, clerks, attorneys 
and all other tobacco creditors, as well as themselves, or whe- 
ther they acquiesced in it as a temporary expedient, which 
they supposed not likely to be repeated, it is certain that no 
objection was made to the law at that time. They could 
not, indeed, have helped observing the benefits which the 
rich planters derived from the act ; for they were receiving 
fr(»n fifty to sixty shilUngs per hundred for their tobacco, 
wh8e they paid off their debts, due in that article, at the old 
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price of sixteen shillings and eight pence. Nothing, how- 
ever, was then said in defence either of the royal prerogative, 
or of the rights of the clergy, but the law was permitted to 
go peaceably through its ten months operation. The great 
tobacco planters had not forgotten the fruits of this act, when, 
in the year 1768, upon a surmise that another short crop 
was Ukely to occur, tlte provisions of the act of 1756 were 
re-enacted, and the new law, like the former, contained no 
suspending clause. The crop, as had been anticipated, did 
fall short, and the price of tobacco rose immediately from 
sixteen and eight pence to fifty shillings per hundred. The 
clergy now took the alarm, and the act was assailed by an 
indignant, sarcastic, and vigorous pamphlet, entitled '^ The 
Two-Penny Act," from the pen of the Rev. John Camiw, 
the rector of York-Hampton parish, and the Episcopalian 
commissary for the colony.* He was answered by two 
pamphlets, written, the one by Col. Richard Bland, and the 
other by Col. Landon Carter, in both which the commissary 
was very roughly handled. He replied, in a still severer 
pamphlet, under the ludicrous title of *^ The Colonels 
Dismounted." The Colonels rejoined ; and this war of 
pamphlets, in which, with some sound argument, there 
was a great deal of what Dryden has called " the horse 
play of raillery," was kept up, until the whole colony, 
which had at first looked on for amusement, kindled 
seriously in the contest from motives of interest. Such was 
the excitement produced by the discussion, and at length so 
strong the current against the clergy, that the printers found 

* The governor of Virginia represented the king ; the counciJ, the 
house of lords; and the Episcopalian commissary (a member of the 
council) represented the spiritaal part of that house ; the house of 
burgesses was, of course, the house of commons. 
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it expedient to shut their presses against them in this colony, 
and Mr. Qamm had at last to resort to Maryland for publi- 
cation. These pamphlets are still extant ; and it seems im- 
possible to deny, at this day, that the clergy had much the 
best of the argument. The king in his coimcil took up 
the subject, denounced the act of 1758 as an usurpation, and 
declared it utterly null and void. Thus supported, the clergy 
resolved to bring the question to a judicial test ; and suits 
were accordingly brought by them, in the various county 
courts of the colony, to recover their stipends in the specific 
tobacco. They selected the coxmty of Hanover as the place 
of the first experiment ; and this was made in a suit insti- 
tuted by the Rev. James Maury,* against the collector of that 
county and his sureties. The record of this suit is now be- 
fore me. The declaration is foimded on the act of 1748, 
which gives the tobacco ; the defendants pleaded specially the 
act of 1758, which authorizes the commutation into money, 
at sixteen and eight pence : to this plea the plaintiff demur- 
red ; assigning for causes of demurrer, first, that the act of 
1758, not having received the royal assent, had not the force 
of a law ; and, ^condly, that the king, m council, had de- 
clared that act null and void. The case stood for argument 
on the demurrer to the November term, 1763, and was argu- 
ed by Mr. Lyons for the plaintiff, and Mr. John Lewis for the 
defendants ; when the court, very much to the credit of their 

* Mr. Burk (vol 3d. page 303) makes the Rev. Patrick Henry the 
plaintifi" in this cause; in this he is corrected by the records of the 
county. Mr. Burk also sets down "The Two-Penny Act" to the 
speculations of a man by the name of Dickinson ; in this he is confu- 
ted by the act itself; the preamble expressly founding it on the short- 
ness of the crop. 
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candour and firmness, breasted the popular current by sus- 
taining the demurrer. Thus hx the clergy sailed before the 
wind, and concluded, with good reason, that their triumph 
was complete : for the act of 1768 having been declared void 
by the judgment on the demurrer, that of 1748 was left in 
full force, and became, in law, the only standard for the find- 
ing of the jury. Mr. Lewis Was so thoroughly convinced of 
this, that he retired from the cause ; informing his clients 
that it had been, in efiect^ decided against them, and that 
there remained nothing more for him to do. In this despe- 
rate situation, they applied to Patrick Henry, and he under- 
took to argue it for them before the jury, at the ensuing term. 
Accordingly, on the first day of the following December, he 
attended the court, and, on his arrival, found in the cotirt- 
yard such a concourse as would have appalled any other 
• man in his situation. They were not the people of the 
county merely who were there, but visiters from all the 
counties, to a considerable distance around. The decision 
upon the demurrer had produced a violent ferment among 
the people, and equal exultation on the part of the clergy ; 
who attended the court in a large body, either to look down 
opposition, or to enjoy the final triumph of this hard fought 
contest, which they now considered as perfectly secure. 
Among many other clergymen, who attended on this occa-* 
sion, came the reverend Patrick Henry, who was the plain^ 
tiff in another cause of the same nature, then depending in 
court. When Mr. Henry saw his uncle approach, he walked 
up to his carriage, accompanied by Col. Meredith, and ex- 
pressed his regret at seeing him there. ^' Why so ?" inquired 
the uncle. " Becausf, Sir," said Mr. Henry, " you know that 
I have never yet spoken in public^ and I fear that I shall be 
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too much overawed by your presence, to be aWe to do my 
duty to my clients ; besides, Sir, I shall be obliged to say some 
hard things of the clergy, and I am very unwilling to give 
pain to your feelings." His unde reproved him for having 
engaged in the cause ; which Mr. Henry excused by sa]ring; 
that the clergy had not thought him worthy of being retained 
on their side, and he knew of no moral principle by which 
he was bound to refuse a fee from their adversaries ; besides, 
he confessed, that in this controversy, both his heart and 
judgment, as well as his professional duty, were on the side 
of the people ; he then requested that his uncle would do 
him the favour to leave the ground. " Why, Patrick," said 
the old gentleman with a good-natured smile, " as to yoiir 
saying hard things of the clergy, I advise you to let that 
alone — take my word for it, you will do yourself more harm 
than you vrill them ; and as to my leaving the giound, I 
fear, my boy, that my presence could neither do you harm 
nor good, in such a cause. However, since you seem to think 
otherwise, and desire it of me, so earnestly, you shall be gra- 
tified." Whereupon, he entered his carriage again, and re- 
turned home. 

Soon after the opening of the court, the cause was called. 
It stood on a writ of inquiry of damages, no plea having been 
entered by the defendants since the judgment on the demur- 
rer. The anay before Mr. Henry's eyes was now most fear- 
ful. On the bench sat more than twenty clergymen, the 
most learned men in the colony, and the most capable, as 
well as the severest critics before whom it was possible for 
him to have made his debnt. The court-house was crowded 
with an overwhelming multitude, and surrounded with an 
immense and anxious throng, who not finding room to enter 
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were endeavouring to listen without, in the deepest attention. 
But there was something still more awfully disconcerting 
than all this ; for in the chaii* of the presiding magistrate, 
sat no other person than his own father. Mr. Lyons opened 
the cause very briefly : in the way of argument he did no- 
thing more than explain to the jury, that the decision upon 
the demurrer had put the act of 1758 entirely out of the way, 
and left the law of 1748 as the only standard of thdr dama- 
ges ; he then concluded with a highly wrought eulogium 
on the benevolence of the clergy. And, now, came on the 
first trial of Patrick Henry's strength. No one had ever 
heard him speak, and curiosity was on tiptoe. He rose very 
awkwardly, and faltered much in his exordium. The peo- 
ple hung their heads at so unpromising a commencement; 
the clergy were observed to exchange sly looks with each 
other ; and his father is described as having almost sunk 
with con&sion, from his seat. But these feelings were of 
short duration, and soon gave place to others, of a very dif- 
ferent character. For, now were those wonderful faculties 
which he possessed, for the first time developed ; and now, 
was first witnessed that mysterious and almost supernatural 
transformation of appearance, which the fire of his own elo 
quence never failed to work in him. For as his mind rolled 
along, and began to glow from its own action, all the exuvicB 
of the clown seemed to shed themselves spontaneously. His 
attitude, by degrees, became erect and lofty. The spirit of 
his genius awakened all his features. His countenance 
shone with a nobleness and grandeur which it had never 
before exhibited. There was a lightning in his eyes which 
seemed to rive the spectator. His action became graceful, 
bold, and commanding ; and in the tones of his voice, but 
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more especially in his emphasis, there was a peculiar charm, 
a magic, of which any one who ever heard him will speak 
as soon as he is named, but of which no one can give any 
adequate description. They can only say that it struck 
upon the ear and upon the heart, in a manner which lan- 
guage cannot tell. Add to all these, his wonder-working 
lEstncy, and the peculiar phraseology in which he clothed its 
images ; for he painted to the heart with a force that almost 
petrified it. In the language of those who heard him on this 
occasion, " he made their blood run cold, and their hair to 
rise on end." 

It will not be difficult for any one, who ever heard this 
most extraordinary man, to believe the whole account of this 
transaction which is given by his surviving hearers ; and 
from their account, the court-house of Hanover county must 
have exhibited on this occasion, a scene as picturesque, as 
has been ever witnessed in real life. They say, that the 
people, whose countenance had fallen as he arose, had heard 
but a very few sentences before they began to look up; then 
to look at each other with surprise, as if doubting the evi- 
dence of their own senses ; then, attracted by some strong 
gesture, struck by some majestic attitude, fascinated by the 
spell of his eye, the charm of his emphasis, and the varied 
and commanding expression of his countenance, they could 
look away no more. In less than twenty minutes, they 
might be seen in every part of the house, on every bench, in 
every window, stooping forward from their stands, in death- 
like silence ; their features fixed in amazement and awe ; 
all their senses listening and riveted upon the speaker, as if 
to catch the last strain of some heavenly visitant. The 
mockery of the clergy was soon turned into alarm ; their 
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triumph into confusion and despair ; and at one burst of his 
rajnd and overwhelming invective, they fled from the bench 
in precipitation and terror. As for the &ther, such was his 
surprise, such his amazement, such his rapture, that, forget- 
ting where he was, and the character which he was fiUing, 
tears of ecstacy streamed down his cheeks, without the power 
or inclination to repress them. 

The jury seem to have been so completely bewildered, 
that they lost sight not only of the act of 1748, but that of 
1758 also ; for thoughtless even of the admitted right of the 
plaintiff, they bad scarcely left the bar, when they returned 
with a verdict of one penny danmges. A motion was made 
for a new trial ; but the court too, had now lost the equipoise 
of their judgment, and overruled the motion by an unani- 
mous vote. The verdict and judgment overruling the mo- 
tion, were followed by redoubled acclamations, from within 
and without the house. The people, who had with difli- 
culty kept their hands off their champion, from the moment 
of closing bis harangue, no sooner saw the fate of the cause 
finally sealed, than they seized him at the bar, and in spite 
of his own exertions, and the continued cry of '^ order'' from 
the sheriffs and the court, they bore him out of the court- 
house, and raising him on their shoulders, carried him about 
the yard, in a kind of electioneering triumph. 

O ! what a scene was this for a father's heart ! so sudden ; 
so unlooked for ; so debghtfrilly overwhelming! At the time, 
he was not able to give utterance to any sentiment ; but, a 
few days after, when speaking of it to Mr. Winston,* he said, 
with the most engaging modesty, and with a tremour of 
voice, which showed how much more he felt than he express* 

* The present Judge Winston. 
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ed, '^ Patrick qpoke in this cause near an hour ! and in 
a manner that surprised me ! and showed himself well in- 
formed <m a subject, of which I did not think he had any 
knowledge !" 

I have tried much to procure a sketch of this celebrated 
speech. But those of Mr. Henry's hearers who survive, seem 
to have been bereft of their senses. They can only tell you 
in general, that they were taken captive ; and so delighted 
with their captivity, that they followed implicitly, whitherso- 
ever he led them : That, at his bidding, their teatd flowed 
from pity, and their cheeks flushed with indignation : That 
when it was over, they felt as if they had just awaked from 
some ecstatic dream, of which they were unable to recall or 
connect the particulars. It was such a speech as they be- 
lieve had never before friUen from the lips of man ; and to 
this day, the old people of that county cannot conceive that 
a higher compliment can be paid to a speaker, than to say 
of him, in their own homely phrase, ^^ he is almost equal 
to Patrick, when he plead against the parsons" 

The only topic of this speech of which any authentic ac- 
count remains, is the order of the king in council, whereby 
the act of 1758 had been declared void. This subject had 
in trutli been disposed of by the demurrer ; and, in strictness 
of proceeding, neither Mr. Henry nor the jury had any thing 
to do with it. The laxity of the county court practice, how- 
ever, indulged him in the widest career he chose to take, 
and he laid hold of this point, neither with a feeble nor hesi- 
tating hand ; but boldly and vigorously pressed it upon the 
jury, and that, too, with very powerful effect. He insisted 
on the connexion and reciprocal duties between the king and 
his subjects ; maintained that government was a conditional 
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compact, compoeed of mutual and dependent covenants, of 
which a violation by one party discharged the other ; and 
intrepidly contended that the disregard which had been 
shown, in this particular, to the pressing wants of the colony, 
was an instance of royal misrule, which had thus far dis- 
solved the political compact, and left the people at liberty to 
consult their own safety ; that they had consulted it by the 
act of 1758, which, therefore, notwithstanding the dissent of 
the king and his council, ought to be considered as the law 
of the land, and the only legitimate measure of the claims, 
of the clergy. 

The nature of this topic, and the earnest and undaunted 
manner in which Mr. Henry is said to have pursued and 
maintained it, proves, that even at this period, which has 
been marked as the era of our greatest attachment and de- 
votion to the parent country, his mind at least, was disposed 
to pry into the course of the regal administration, and to 
speak forth his sentiments without any fear of the conse- 
quences. The reception which the people gave to the argu- 
ment, proves that they also had no superstitious repugnkncc 
to the consideration of such topics, nor any very insuperable 
horror at the idea of a separation. Not that there is ground 
to suspect that any one had at this time, realized such an 
event, or even contemplated it as desirable. The suggestion, 
therefore, which I have sometimes heard, that Mr. Henry was 
already meditating the independence of the colonies, and 
sowing the seeds of those reflections which he wished to 
ripen into revolt, is, in my opinion, rather curious than just. 
I believe that he thought of nothing beyond success in his 
cause; and since the desperate posture in which he found it, 
demanded a daring and eccentric course, he adopted that 
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which has been abeady stated. The character of his argu- 
ment proves, indeed, that he was naturally a bold and in- 
trepid inquirer, who was not to be overawed from his pur- 
pose by the name even of sovereignty itself ; and of course 
that he was made of good revolutionary materials. But an 
adequate provocation had not, at this time, been given : and 
it would be imputing to Mr. Henry a criminal ambition, of 
which there is no proof, to suppose that he was meditating 
the subversion of a govermnent, against which the voice of 
serious complaint had not yet been heard. Besides, Mr. 
Henry's standing in society was at this period so humble, as 
to have rendered the meditation of such a purpose, on his 
part, presumptuous in the extreme; and equally inconsistent 
both with his unassuming modesty, and that natural good 
sense and accurate judgment, which are on all hands as- 
signed to him. 

Immediately on the decision of this cau^e, he was retained 
in all the cases, within the range of his practice, which de- 
pended on the same question. But no other case was ever 
brought to trial. They were all, throughout the colony, dis- 
missed by the plaintiffs ; nor was any appeal ever prosecuted 
in the case of Mr. Maury. The reason assigned for this by 
Mr. Camm, is, that the legislature had voted money to sup- 
port the appeal on the part of the defendants, and that the 
dergy were not rich enough to contend against the whole 
wealth and strength of the colony.* 

The clergy took their revenge in an angry pamphlet from 
the pen of Mr. Camm, in which a very contemptuous account 

* Mr. Camm is right as to the interference of the lejSfislature. I 
have not been able, however, to find any resolution of the legislature 
to this effect, earlier than the 7th of April, 1767 : whereas Mr. Maury's 
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is given both of the advocate and the court. Mr. Henry is 
stigmatized in it as an obscure attomej/ : and the epithet 
was true enough as to the time past, but it was now true no 
longer. His sun had risen with a splendour which had never 
before been witnessed in this colony ; and never afterward 
did it disgrace this glorious rising. 

case was decided in Hanover, on the 1st December, 1763. The fol- 
lowing is extracted from the journal of the day first mentioned : 

*' On a motion made, 

'' Resolved, that the committee of correspondence be directed to 
write to the agent, to defend the parish collectors from all appeals from 
judgments here given, in suits brought by the clergy, for recovering 
their salaries, payable on or before the last day of May, 1759 ; euid that 
this house will engage to defray the expense thereof." 

G 



50 WHIPS UFR OF 



SECTION IL 

It is abnoet unneeeBsary ta state that the dis[day which 
Mr. Henry had made in ^the parsons^ caused as it was 
popularly called, placed him, at once, at the head of his pro- 
fessioOy in that quarter of the colony in which he practked. 
tie became the theme of every tongue. He had exhibited 
a degree of eloquence, which the people had never before 
witnessed ; a species of eloquence too, ^adrely new at the 
bar, and altogether his own. He had formed it on no living 
model, for there was none such in the country. He had not 
copied it from books, for they had described nothing of the 
kind ; or if they had, he was a stranger to their contents. 
Nor had he formed it himself, by solitary study and exercise ; 
for he was far too indolent for any such process. It was so 
unexampled, so unexpected, so instantaneous, and so tran- 
scendent in its character, that it had, to the people, very 
much the appearance of supernatural inspiration. He was 
styled " the orator of nature ;" and was on that account, 
much more revered by the people than if he had been formed 
by the severest discipUne of the schools ; for they considered 
him as bringing his credentials directly from heaven, and 
owing no part of his greatness to human institutions. 

There were other considerations also, which drew him 
still more closely to the bosom of the people. The society of 
Virginia was at that time pretty strongly discriminated. A 
gentleman who lived in those days, and who had the be^t 
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opportunities of judging on the Bubject, has furniBhed the 
following interesting picture of it. 

" To state the differences between the cjasses of the society, 
and the lines of demarcation which separated them, would 
be difScult. The law, you know, admitted none, exc^t 
as to the twelve counsellors. Yet in a country insulated 
from the European wmid, ipsulated from its sist^ colonies, 
with wh(Mn there was scarcely any intercourse, little visited 
by foreignei-s, and having tittle matter to act upon within 
itself, certam families had risen to splendour by wealth, and 
by the preservation of it from generation to generation under 
the law of entaSs ] some had produced a series of men of 
talents ; fiimiUes in general had remained stationary on the 
grounds of their fore&thers, for there was no emigration to 
the westward in those days ; the Irish, who had gotten pos- 
sessicHX of the valley between the Blue Ridge and the North 
Mountain, formed a barrio over which none ventured to 
leap ; and their manners presented no attraction to the low^- 
landers to settle among them. In such a state of things, 
scarcely admitting any change of station, society would set- 
tle itself down into several strata^ separated by no marked 
lines, but shading off imperceptibly from U^ to bottom, no- 
thing disturbing the order of their repose. There were, then, 
first aristocrats, composed of the great landholders who had 
seated themselves below tide water on the main rivers, and 
lived in a style of luxury and extravagance, insupportable 
by the other inhabitants, and which, indeed, ended, in seve- 
ral instances, in the ruin of their own fortunes. Next to 
these were what might be called half-breeds ; the descend- 
ants of the younger sons and daughters of the aristocrats, 
who inherited the pride of their ancestors, without their 
wealth. Then came the pretenders, men who from vanity 
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or the impulse of growing weaAh, or from that enterprise 
which is natural to talents, sought to detach themselves from 
the plebeian ranks, to which they properly belonged, and imi- 
tated, at some distance, the manners and habits of the great. 
Next to these, were a solid and independent yeomanry, 
looking askance at those above, yet not venturing to jostle 
them. And last and lowest, a feetdum of beings called 
overseers, the most abject, degraded, unprincipled race ; al- 
"^^ ways cap in hand to the dons who employed them, and fur- 

nishing materials for the exercise of their pride^ insolence, 
and spirit of domination.'' 

It was from the body of the yeomanry, whom my corres- 
pondent represents as ^^ looking askance" at those above 
them, that Mr. Henry proceeded. He belonged to the body 
of the people. His bii'th, education, fortune, and manners, 
made him one of themselves. They regarded him, there- 
fore, as their own property, and sent to them expressly for the 
very purpose of humbling the pride of the mighty, and ex- 
alting the honour of his own class. 

Mr. Henry had too much sagacity not to see this advan- 
tage^ and too much good sense not to keep and to improve it. 
He seems to have formed to himself, very early in life, just 
views of society, and to have acted upon them with the most 
laudable system and perseverance. He regarded government 
as instituted solely for the good of the people ; and not foi* 
the benefit of those who had contrived to make a job of it. 
He looked upon the body of the people, therefore, as the ha 
sis of society, the fountain of all power, and, directly or indi 
rectly, of all (j&cea and honours, which had been instituted, 
originally for their use. He made it no secret, therefore, nay 
he made it his boast, that on every occasion, " he bowed to 
the majesty of the people." With regard to himself, he saw, 
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very disdnclly, ihat all his hopes rested on the people's fti- 
vour. He, therefore, adhered to them with unshaken fide- 
lity. He retained their manners, their customs, all their 
modes of life, with religious caution. He dressed as plainly 
as the plainest of them ; ate only the homely &re, and drank 
the simple beverage of the country ; mixed with them on 
a footing of the most entire and perfect equality, and eon-> 
v^*sed with th^n, even in their own vicious aUd depraved 
pronunciation.* 

If this last were the effect of artful compliance, as has 
been strenuously affirmed, it was certainly carrying the sys- 
tern farther than dignity would warrant. Mr. Henry should 
have been the instructor as well as the friend of the people, 
and by his example, have corrected instead of adopting their 
erroi's. It k very certain, that by this course he disgusted 
many of those whom it was often his business to persuade ; 
not because they considered it as a proof of vulgarity and 
ignorance, but because they regarded it as a premeditated 
artifice to catch the favoiur and affecti<His of the pec^le. That 
it was so, I am not disposed to believe. I think it much 
more probable, that those errors of pronunciation were the 
effect of early and inveterate habit, which had become incu" 
rable before he was informed of his mistake. He had no 
occasion to resort to such petty artifices, either to gain or to 
hold the affectk>ns of the people. He held them by a much 

* Governor Page relates, that he once heard him express the lol- 
lowing sentiments, in this vicious pronunciation : "Naiteral parts ia 
better than all the Ictrnin upon yearih ;" but the aceunicy of Mr. 
Page's memory is questioned in this particular, by the acquaintaneet 
of Mr. Henry, who say, that he vTas too good a grammarian to have 
uttered such a sentence, although they admit the inaccuracy of his 
P^nunciatiMi, in some of the words imputed to him. 
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higher mid a much firmer tide : the simplicity of his man- 
ners ; the benevolence of his didposition ; the integrity erf* 
his life j his real devotion to their best interests ; that uncom- 
mon sagacity which enabled him to discern those interests 
in every situation ; and the unshaken constancy with which 
he pursued them, in spite of every difficulty and danger that 
could threaten him. From the point of time of which we 
are now speaking, it is very certain that he suffered no gale 
of fortune, however high or prosperous, to separate him 
from the people. Nor did the people on their part ever de- 
sert him. He was the man to whom they looked in every 
crisis of difficulty, and the favourite on whom they were 
ever ready to lavish all the honours in their gift. 

Middleton, in his life of Cicero, tells us that the first great 
speech of that orator, his defence of Roscius of Ameria, was 
made at the age of twenty-seven ; the same age, he adds, 
at which the learned have remarked, that Demosthenes dis- 
tinguished himself in the assembly of the Athenians : ^^ As 
if this were the age" (I quoie his own words) " at which 
these great genios regularly bloomed toward maturity.'' It 
is rather curious, than important, to observe, that Mr. Henry 
furnishes another instance in support of tbis theory ; since it 
was precisely in the same year of his life, that his talents 
first became known to himself and to the world. Nor let 
the admirer of antiquity revolt at our coupling the name of 
llenry, with those of Cicero and Demosthenes : it can be no 
degradation to the orator either of Greece or Rome, that his 
name stands enrolled on the same page with that of a man 
of whom such a judge of eloquence as Mr. Jefferson has said, 
that " he was the greatest orator that ever livedP 

But the taste of professional fame which Mr. Henry had 
derived from the " parsons' cause," exquisite as it must have 
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been, was not sufficient to inspire him with a thirst for the 
learning of his profession. He had an insuperable aversion 
to the old black letter of the law hooks, (which was often 
a topic of raillery with him,) and he was never able to con- 
quer it, except for preparation in some particular cause. No 
love of distinction, no necessity, however severe, were strong 
enough to bind him down to a regular course of reading. 
He could not brook the confinement. The reasoning of the 
law was too artificial, and too much cramped for him. 
While unavoidably engaged in it, he felt as if manacled. 
His mind was perpetually struggling to break away. His 
genius delighted in liberty and space, in which it might 
roam at large, and feast on every variety of intellectual en- 
joyment. Hence he was never profound in the learning of 
the law. On a question merely legal, his inferiors, in point 
of talents, frequently embarrassed and foiled him ; and it 
required all the resources of his extraordinary mind, to sup- 
port the distinction which he had now gained. 

The most successful {vactice in the county courts, was in 
those days but a slender dependence for a family. Notwith- 
standing, therefore, the great addition to his business which 
we have noticed, Mr. Henry seems still to have been pressed 
by want. With the hope of improving his situation, he re- 
moved, in the year 1764, to the county of Louisa, and re- 
sided at a place called the Roundabout. Here I have learned 
nothing remarkable of him, unless it may be thought so, 
that he pursued his favourite amusement of "hunting with 
increased ardour. '^ After his removal to Louisa/' says my 
informant, " he has been known to hunt deer, frequently 
for several days together, carrying his provision with him, 
and at night encamping in the woods. After the hunt was 
over, he would go from the ground to Louisa court, clad in 
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a coarse cloth eoat stained with all the trophies of the chase, 
greasy leather breeches ornamented in the same way, leg- 
gings for boots, and a pair of saddle-bags on his arm. Thus 
accoutred, he would enter the court house, take up the first 
of his causes that chanced to be called ; and if there was 
any 8cq)e for his peculiar talent, throw his adversary into 
the back ground, and astonish both court and jury by the 
powerful effusions of his natural eloquence. 

There must have been something irresistibly captivating 
in Mr. Henry's mode of speaking, even on the most trivial 
subjects. The late judge Lyons has been heard to say of 
himself while practising with Mr. Henry, " that he could 
write a letter, or draw a declaration or plea at the bar, with 
as muck accuracy as he could in his office, under all circum- 
stances, 6 j^cep^ when Patrick rose to speqik ; but that when- 
cfyer he rose, although it might be on so trifling a subject as 
a summons and petition, for twenty shillings, he was oUi- 
ged to lay down his pen, and could not write another word, 
until the speech was finished." Such was the charm of his 
voice and mann^, and the interesting originality of his con- 
qeptions ! 

In the ML of 1764, Mr. Henry had an opportunity of ex- 
hibiting himself on a new theatre. A contest occurred in 
the house of burgesses, in the case of Mr. James Littlepage, 
the returned member for the county of Hanover. The rival 
candidate and petitioner was Nathaniel West Dandridge.* 
The charge against Mr. Littlepage was bribery and cwrup- 

* Here is anotker mistake of Mr. Burk's. He states the contest to 
have been between Coi. Syme (Mr. Henry's half bioCher} and CoL 
Richard Littlepag^e. The journal contradicts him, and supports the 
text. There was no such contest as that of which he speaks ; at least 
between the yean 1762 and 1766. 
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tion. The parties were heard by their counsel, before the 
committee of privileges and elections, and Mr. Henry was 
on this occasion employed by Mr. Dandridge. 

Williamsburg, then the seat of government, was the /o- 
cus of fiishion and high life. The residence of the gover- 
nor, (the immediate representative of the sovereign,) the 
royal state in whidi he lived, the poUte and brilliant circle 
which he always had about him, diffused their influence 
through the city and the circumjacent country, and filled Wil- 
liamsburg with a degree of emulation, taste, and elegance, 
of which we can form no conception by the appearances of 
the present day. During the session of the house of bur- 
gesses, too, these stately modes of life assumed their richest 
forms ; the town was filled with a concourse of visitors, as 
well as citizens, attired in their gayest colours ; the streets 
exhibited a continual scene of animated and gtittering tu- 
mult ; the houses, of costly profiision. 

Such was the scene in which Mr. Henry was now called 
upon, for the first time to make his appearance. He made 
no preparation for it, but went down just in the kind of garb 
which he had been accustomed to exhibit all his life, and is 
said to have worn on this occasion particularly, a suit which 
had suffered very considerably in the service. The contrast 
which be exhibited with the general elegance of the place, 
was so striking as to call upon him the eyes of all the curi- 
ous and the mischievous ; and, as he moved awkwardly 
about, in his coarse and threadbare dress, with a counte- 
nance of abstraction and total unconcern as to what was 
passing around him, (interesting as it seemed to every one 
else,) he was stared at by some as a prodigy, and r^arded 
by others as an unfortunate being, whose senses were disor- 
dered. When he went to attend the committee of privilege^ 
H 
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and elections, the matter was still wcme. ^^ The proud airs 
of aristocracy," says judge Tyler, detailing this incident of 
Mr. Henry's life, ^' added to the dignified forms oi that truly 
august body, were enough to have deterred any man posses- 
sing less firmness and independence of spirit than Mr. 
Henry. He was ushered with great state and ceremony 
into the room of the committee, whose chairman was CoL 
Bland.* Mr. Henry was dressed in very coarse apparel ; no 
one knew any thing of him ;t and scarcely was he treated 
with decent respect by any one except the chairman, who 
could not do so much violence to his feelings and principles, 
as to depait, on any occasion, from the delicacy of the gen* 
tleman. But the general contempt was soon changed into 
as general admiration ; for Mr. Henry distinguished himself 
by a copious and brilliant display on the great subject of the 
rights of suffrage, superior to any thing that had been heard 
before within those walls. Such a burst of eloquence, from 
a man so very plain and ordinary in his appearance, struck 

* Mr. Tyler says, ''tbatenlighteuedand amiable man, John Blair;" 
but in this he is corrected by the journal, which shows that Mr. Bland 
was the chairman of the committee of privileges and elections for that 
year. I should have thoui^ht from the general accuracy of Mr. Ty- 
ler's statement, that Mr. Blair might have been officiating as chair- 
man pro temporBy in the absence of Col. Bland ; but that Mr. Blair 
does not appear, by the journal, to have belonged to the committee, or 
even to have been a member of the house in 1764. His name does not 
appear till 1766. 

Mr. Tyler, reciting Mr. Henry's own narrative, after a lapse of se- 
veral years, might very easily have confounded two names as similar 
as those of Bland and Blair. 

t That is, I presume, of his person ; for after the very splendid ex- 
hibition which he made in the parsons' cause, his name could not have 
been wholly unknown : the text, however, gives the words of tny cor- 
respondent faithfully. 
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the conmuttee with unazeaMiit ; so that adeep ftiid ptrfect 
sik&ce took place during the speech^ and not a sound but 
from his Upe was to be heaid in the room.'' So fior, judge 
T3^r. Judge Winston^ reialing the same incident, says, 
^^ Some time after, a member of the house qieaking to me 
of this occurrence, said, he had, ibr a day or two, observed 
an ill-diessed young man sauntering in the lobby ; that he 
seemed to be a stranger to ey^ body, and he had not the 
curiosifty to inquire his name ; but, that attending when 
the case of the contested election came on, he was surprised 
ta find this same person counsel for one of the parties , and 
still more so, wbmhe detivered an argument superior to any 
thing he had eyer heard." The case, according to the report 
the committee of privilq^es and elections, is not one which 
seaoQs to present much scope fixr a very interesting discussion; 
but Mr. Henry's was one of those minds which impaxi inte- 
rest to every subject they touch. 

This same year 1761, is memorable for the origination of 
that great question which led finally to the independence of 
the United States. It has been said by a gentleman, at 
least as wdl qualified to judge as any othi»: now alive,* that 
'^ Mr. Henry certainly gave the first impidse to the ball of the 
revolution." In order to show the correctness of this positicHi, 
it is proper to ascertain the precise point to which the contro- 
versy with Great Britain had advanced, when Mr. Henry 
first presented himself in the character of a statesman. 

In March, 1764, the British parliament had passed reso- 
lutions, pceperatory to the levying a revenue on the cdionies 
by a stamp tax. These resolutions were conmiunicated to 
the house of burgesses of Virginia, through their committee 

* Mr. JefierBon. 
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of correspondence, by the cotenial agent ; and having been 
maturely considered, resulted in the iqppointment of a spe-. 
cial committee to prepare an address to the king, a memo> 
rial to the lords, and a remonstrance to the house of com- 
mons. On the 18th of December, 1764, these papers were 
reported, and (after vanous amendments, which considera- 
bly diluted their spirit) received the concurrence of the coun- 
cil. The reader will perceive, on perusing them,* that, 
while they affirm, in clear and strong t^ms, the constitu- 
tional exemption of the colony from taxation by the British 
parliament, they breathe nevertheless, a tone so suppliant, 
and exhibit such a picture of anticipated suffering from the 
pressure of the tax on the exhausted resources of the colony, 
as to indicate that no opposition beyond remonstrance was, 
at this time, meditated. Remonstrance, however, was vain. 
In January, 1765, the famous stamp act was passed, to take 
effect in the colonies on the first of November following. The 
annunciation of this measure seems at first to have stunned 
the continent, from one extremity to the other. The presses 
which spread the intelligence among the people, were them- 
selves manifestly confounded; and so far from inspiring the 
energy of resistance, they seemed rather disposed to have 
looked out for topics of consolation, under submission.t The 
truth is that all ranks of society were confounded. No 
one knew what to hope, what more to fear, or what course 

♦ See Appendix. Note A. 

t Thus in the Pennsylvania Gazetteof the 30th of May 176&-" We 
hear the sums of money arising from the new stamp duties in North 
America, for the first five years, are chiefly to be applied toward ma- 
king commodious post-roads from one province to another, erecting 
bridges where necessary, and other measures equally important to fa- 
cilitate an extensive trade." 
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was best to be taken. Some indeed, were fond enough to en*- 
tertain hope^ that the united remonstrances of the colonial 
4egislature8, the fiite of which had not yet been heard, might 
induce the mother country to change her pdUcy ; these hopes 
however were faint ; and few there were that entertained 
them. Many considered submission in the present state of 
the colonies, as unavoidaUe ; and that this was the opinion 
of Doctor Franklin himself, is apparent from the remark 
with which he took leave of Mr. IngersoU, on his depaiture 
for America.* The idea of resistance by force, was nowhere 
glanced at in the most distant manner ; no heart seems to 
have been bold enough at first, to conceive it. Men on other 
occasions marked for intrepidity and decision, now hung 
back ; unwilling to submit, and yet afraid to speak out in 
the language of bold and open defiance. It was just at this 
moment of despondency in some quarters, suspense in others^ 
and surly and reluctant submission wherever submission ap- 
peared, that Patrick Henry stood forth to raise the drooping 
spirit of the people, and to unite all hearts and hands in the 
cause of his country. With the view of making way for 
him and placing him in the pubUc councils of the country, 
Mr. William Johnson, who had been elected a member of 
the house of burgesses for the county of Louisa, vacated his 
seat by accepting the commission of coroner. The writ of 
election to suf^ly his place was awarded on the first of May, 
1765, and on the 20th day of that month, it appears by the 
journals, that Mr. Henry was added to the committee for 
courts of justice. 

Here, again, he was upon a new theatre, and personally 
unknown, except to those few who might have heard his 

* " Go home and tell your countrymen to get children as fast as they 
can."— Gordon. 






gt WUtPS LIFE OF 

Argument oa the contested election of Mr. lattlepage, the 
preceding winter. His dress and manners were still those 
of the plain planter, and, in his personal appearance, there 
was nothing to exdte curiosity, or awaken expectation. 
The forms of the house, of which he was now for the 
first time a member, were, as has been stated, most aw- 
fully dignified ; its active members were ccnnposed of the 
landed aristocracy and their adherents ; and amongst them 
w^re men to whose superiority of talents, as well as influ- 
ence and power, the yeomanry of the country had long 
been accustomed to bow, with tacit and submissive deference. 
John Robinson, the speaker of the house, was one of the 
most opulent men in the colony, and the acknowledged head 
of its landed aristocracy. He had now fiUed the chair of the 
house with great dignity, and without interruptkm, for five 
and twenty years. He was, also, the colonial treasurer ; 
and from the high offices which he held, in connexion with 
the regal government, was as warmly attached to its autho- 
rity by interest, as he was by taste and fashion to all the 
grandeiir of its forms. But, notwithstanding this close alli- 
ance with the ccmrt, his personal influence, in every class of 
society, was very great ; and he held that influence by a 
tenure far superior to any that his own vast wealth or the 
power of the crown could confer. For he possessed a strong 
and well informed mind, enlarged and corrected by great 
experience, and he united with it a benevolence of spirit 
and a courtesy of manners which never failed to attach 
every heart that approached him. The poOT drew near to 
him without awe or embarrassment ; they came, indeed, with 
fiUal confidence ; for they never failed to find in him a sym- 
pathetic friend, and an able counsellor. The rich enjoyed 
in him an easy, enlightened, and instructive companion ; 
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and, next to the governor, regarded him as the highest mo- 
del of elegance and fashion. An anecdote is related of this 
gentleman, which displays in a strong and amiable light, 
the exalted force of his feelings, and the tmly noble cast of 
his manners. When Col. Washington (the immortal saviour 
of his country) had clooed hia career in the French and In- 
dian war, and had become a member of the house of bur* 
gesses, the speaker, Robinson, was directed, by a vote of the 
house, to return their thanks to that gentleman, on behalf 
of the colony, for the distinguished miUtary services which 
he had rendered to his country. As so(Mi as CoL Washing- 
ton took his seat, Mr. Robinson, in obedience to this order, 
and follovring the impulse of his own generous and grateful 
heart, discharged the duty with great dignity; but with 
such warmth of colouring and strength of expression, as 
entirely confounded the young hero. He rose to express his 
acknowledgments for the honour ; but such was his trepida** 
tion and confusion, that he could not give distinct utterance 
to a single syllable. He blushed, stammered, and trembled, 
for a second ; when the speaker relieved him by a stroke of 
address that would have done honour to Louis XIV. in 
his proudest and happiest moment. " Sit down, Mr. Wash- 
ington," said he, with a conciliating smile ; ^^ your modesty 
is equal to your valour ; and that surpasses the power of any 
language that I possess."* 

Peyton Randolph, the king's attorney-general, held the 
next rank to the speaker. He was not distinguished for elo- 
quence ; but he derived great weight from the solid powers 
of his understanding, and the no less solid virtues of his 
heart. He was w;ell acquainted with all the forms of parlia« 

* On the au^rity of Edmund Randolph. 
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mentary proceeding ; was an eminent lawyer, and a well in- 
formed and practical statesman. 

Richard Bland was one of the most enlightened men in 
the colony. He was a man of finished education, and of the 
most mibending habits pf appUcation. His perfect mastery 
of every &ct connected with the settlement and progress of 
the colony, had given him the name of the Yii^ian Anti- 
quary.* He was a politician of the first class ; a profound 
logician, and was also considered as the first writer in the co- 
lony.t 

Edmund Pendleton, the protege of the speaker Robin- 
son, was also among the most prominent members in the 
house. He had, in a great measure, overcome the disadvan- 
tages of an extremely defective education, and, by the force 
of good company and the study of correct authors, had attain- 
ed to great accuracy and perspicuity of style. The patronage 
of the speaker had introduced him to the first circles, and his 

* Edmund Randolph. 

t " He was," says a correspondent, " the most learned and logical 
man of those who took a prominent lead in public affairs ; profound 
in constitutional lore ; but a most ungraceful speaker in debate. He 
wrote the first pamphlet on the nature of the connexion with Great 
Britain, which had any pretension to accuracy of view on that subject ; 
but it was a singular one : he would set out on sound principles, pur- 
sue them logically, till he found them leading to the precipice which 
we had to leap \ start back, alarmed ; then resume his ground, go over 
it in another direction, be led again, by the correctness of his reason- 
ing, to the same place, and again tack about and try other processes to 
reconcile right and wrong ; but left his reader and himself bewildered 
between the steady index of the compass in their hand, and the phan- 
tasm to which it seemed to point. Still there was more sound matter 
in this pamphlet, than in the celebrated Farmer's Letters, which 
were really but an igni$ fatutu, misleading us from true principle.^ 
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manners were elevated, graceful, and insinuating. His per* 
son was spare, but well {nroportioiied ; and his countenance 
one of the finest in the world ; serene-HX)ntemplative — be- 
nignant — with that expression of unclouded intelligence and 
extensive reach, which seenied to denote hira capable of any 
thing that could be effected by the power of the human 
mind. His mind itself was of a very fine order. It was 
clear, comprehensive, sagacious and correct ; with a most 
acute and subtle faculty of discrimination ; a fertility of ex- 
pedient which could never be exhausted ; a dexterity of ad- 
dress which never lost an advantage and never gave one ; 
and a capacity for continued and umetnitting application, 
which was perfectly invincible. As a lawyer and a states- 
man, he had few equals ; no superiors. For parliamentary 
management, he was without a rival. With all these ad* 
vantages of person, manners, address and intellect, he was 
also a speaker of distinguished eminence. He had that sil* 
ver voice* of which Cicero makes such frequent and honoura- 
ble mention — an articulation uncommonly distinct — a peren- 
nial stream of transparent, cool and sweet elocution ; and 
the power of presenting his arguments with great simplicity, 
and striking effect. He was always graceful, argumentative, 
persuasive ; never vehement, rapid, or abrupt. He could 
instruct and delight ; but he had no pretensions to those 
high powers which are calculated to " shake the human soul." 
George Wythe, also, a member of the House, was confes- 
sedly among the first in point of abilities. There is a story 
circulated, as upon his own authority, that he was initiated 
by his mother in the Latin classics.! Be this as it may, it is 

* Vox argentea, see the Brutus, passim, 

t 1 heard it from the late jud^e Nelson, his relation. 
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certain that he had raised upon the original foundation, 
whencesoever acquired, a superstructute of ancient literatuie 
which has been rarely equalled in this country. He was 
perfectly fiimiliar with the authors of Greece and Rome ; 
read them with the same ease, and quoted them with the 
same promptitude that he could the authors in his native 
tongue. He carried his love of antiquity rather too far; for 
he frequently subjected himself to the charge of pedantry ; 
and his admiration of the gigantic writers of dueen Eliza- 
beth's reign, had unfortunately betrayed him into an imita- 
tion of their quaintness. Yet, with all this singularity of taste, 
he was a man of great capacity ; powerful in argument ; 
frequently pathetic ; and elegantly keen and sarcastic in re- 
partee. He was long the rival of Mr. Pendleton at the bar, 
whom he equalled as a common lawyer, and greatly sur- 
passed as a civilian : but he was too open and direct in his 
conduct, and possessed too Uttle management either with re- 
gard to his own temper or those of other men, to cope with 
so cool and skilful an adversary. Though a full match for 
Mr. Pendleton in the powers of fair and solid reasoning, Mr. 
Pendleton could, whenever he pleased, and would, whenever 
it was necessary, tease him with quibbles, and vex him with 
sophistries, until he destroyed the composure of his mind and 
robbed him of his strength. No man was ever more entirely 
destitute of art than Mr. W3rthe. He knew nothing, even in 
his profession, and never would know any thing of " crooked 
and indirect by-ways." Whatever he had to do, was to be 
done openly, avowedly, and above board. He would not, 
even at the bar, have accepted of success on any other terms. 
This simplicity and integrity of character, although it some- 
times exposed him to the arts and sneers of the less scrupu- 
lous, placed him before his countrymen on the ground which 
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Caesar wished liis wife to occupy ; he was not only pure, but 
above all suspicion. The unaffected sanctity of his princi- 
ples, united with his modesty and simple elegance of man- 
ners, his attic wit, his stores of rare knowledge, his capacity 
for business, and the real power of his intellect, not only 
raised him to great' eminence in public^ but rendered him a 
delightful companion, and a most valuable friend. 

But Richard Henry Lee was the Cicero of the house. His 
face itself was on the Roman model ; his nose Ceesaiean ; 
the port and carriage of his head, leaning persuasively and 
gracefully forward ; and the whole contour noble and fine. 
Mr. liee was by far the most elegant scholar in the house. 
He had studied the classics in the true spirit of criticism. His 
taste had that delicate touch, which seized with intuitive cer- 
tainty every beauty of an author, and his genius that native 
affinity which combined them without an effort. Into every 
walk of literature and science, he had carried this mind of 
exquisite selection, and brought it back to the business of life, 
crowned with every light of learning, and decked with every 
wreath, that all the muses, and all the graces, could entwine. 
Nor did those light decorations constitute the whole value of 
its freight. He possessed a rich store of historical and poUtical 
knowledge, with an activity of observation, and a certainty 
of judgment, that turned that knowledge to the very best 
account. He was not a lawyer by profession ; but he un- 
derstood thoroughly the constitution both of the mother coun- 
try and of her colonies ; and the elements also of the civil 
and municipal law. Thus, while his eloquence was free 
from those stiff and technical restraints, which the habits of 
forensic speaking are so apt to generate, he had all the legal 
learning which is necessary to a statesman. He reasoned 
well, and declaimed freely and splendidly. The note of his 
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voice was deeper and more melodious than that of Mr. Pen- 
dleton. It was the canorous voice* of Cicero. He had lost 
the use of one of his hands, which he kept constantly covered 
with a black silk bandage neatly fitted to the palm of liis 
hand, but leaving his thumb 6*00 ; yet, notwithstanding this 
disadvantage, his gesture was so graceful and so highly finish- 
ed, that it was said he had acquired it by practising before a 
mirror.t Such was his promptitude, that he required no 
preparation for debate. He was ready for any subject, as 
soon as it was announced ; and his speech was so copious, 
so rich, so mellifluous, set off with such bewitching cadence 
of voice, and such captivating, grace of action, that, while you 
listened to him, you desired to hear nothing superior, and 
indeed thought him perfect. He had a quick sensibility and 
a fervid imagination, which Mr. Pendleton wanted. Hence 
his orations were warmer and more delightfully interesting ; 
yet still, to him those keys were not consigned, which could 
unlock the sources either of the strong or tender passions. 
His defect was^ that he was too smooth and too sweet His 
style bore a striking resemblance to that of Herodotus, as de- 
scribed by the Roman orator : " he flowed on, Uke a quiet 
and placid river, without a Tipple."t He flowed, too, through 
banks covered with all the fresh verdure and variegated bloom 
of the spring ; but his course was too subdued, and too beau- 
tifully regular. A cataract, like that of Niagara, crowned 
with overhanging rocks and mountains, in all the rude and 
awful grandeur of nature, would have brought him nearer 
to the standard of Homer and of Henry. 

* Vox canorOi see the Brutus, pcuaim, 

t Edmund Randolph. 

t Sfine ullis sakbrns, quasi aedatui amnia, ftuU, Orat XII. 99. 
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These were some of the stars of first magnitude that 
shone in the house of burgesses in the year 1765. There 
was, yet, a cluster of micior luminaries, which it were endless 
to delineate, but whose blended rays contributed to form that 
uncommon galaxy, in which the plebeian Henry was now 
called upon to take his place. What had he to enable him 
to cope with all this lustre of talents and erudition ? Very 
little more than the native strength of his character ; a con- 
stancy of soul, which no array of power could shake ; a ge- 
nius that designed with all the boldness of Angelo, and an 
imagination that coloured with all the felicity of Titian. 

It has been already stated that Mr. Henry was elected 
with express reference to an opposition to the stamp act. It 
was not, however, expected by his constituents, or meditated 
by himself, that he should lead the opposition. The addresses 
of the preceding year, made to the king, lords, and commons, 
in which so strong a truth had been stated, as that the stamp 
act, if persisted in, would reduce the colony to a state of sla- 
very, founded a hope, that those who had commenced the 
opposition by remonstrance, would continue to give it the 
eclat of their high names, by resistance of a bolder character, 
if bolder should be necessary. Mr. Henry waited, therefore, 
to file in imder the first champion that should raise the ban- 
ner of colonial liberty. In the mean time another subject, 
unexpectedly, occurred to call him up, and it was on this 
other that he made his debut in the house. 

The incident has been stated to me in the following terms, 
by a gentleman who heard the debate.* " The gentlemen 
of this country had, at that time, become deeply involved in 
that state of indebtment, which has since epded in so general 

♦ Mr. Jefferson. 
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a crush of their fortunes. Mr. Robinson, the speaker, was 
also the treasurer, an officer ^ways chosen by the assembly. 
He was an excellent man, liberal, friendly, and rich. He 
had been drawn in to lend, on his own account, great sums 
of money to persons of this description ; and especially those 
who were of the aasembly. He used freely for this purpose 
the public money, confiding for its replacement in his own 
means, and the securities he had taken on those loans. 
About this time, however, he beccuoae sensible that his deficit 
to the pubUc was become so enormous, as that a discovery 
must soon take place, for as yet the public had no suspicion 
of it. He devised, therefore, with his Mends in the assembly, 
a plan for a pubUc loan office, to a certain amount, from 
which monies might be lent on public account, and on good 
landed security, to individuals. I find, in Royle's Virginia 
Gazette of the 17th of May, 1765, this proposition for a loan 
office presented, its advantages detailed, and the plan explain- 
ed. It seems to have been done by a borrowing member, 
from the feeling with which the motives are expressed, and 
to have been preparatory to the intended motion. Between 
the 17th and 30th, (the latter being the.date of Mr. Henry's 
resolutions on the stamp act,) the motion for a loan office was 
accordingly brought forward in the house of burgesses ; and 
had it succeeded, the debts due to Robinson on these loans 
would have been transferred to the public, and his deficit 
thus completely covered. This state of things, however, was 
not yet known : but Mr. Henry attacked the scheme on other 
general grounds, in that style of bold, grand, and over- 
whelming eloquence, for which he became so justly celebrated 
afterward. I had been intimate with him from the year 
1759-60, and felt an interest in what concerned him ; and I 
can never forget a particular exclamation of his in the debate, 
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which eketnfied his hearers. It had been urged, that, from 
certam unhappy circumstances of the col<Hiy, men of sub- 
stantial property had contracted debts, which, if exacted sud- 
denly, must ruin th^n and their families, but with a little 
indulgence of time, might be paid with ease. * What, sii,' 
exclaimed Mr. Henry, in animadverting on this, ' is it pro- 
posed then, to reclaim the spendthrift from his dissipation and 
extravagance, by filling his pockets with money V These 
expressions are indelibly impressed on my memory. He laid 
open with so much energy the spirit of favouritism, on which 
the proposition was founded, and the abuses to which it would 
lead, that it was crushed in its birth. He carried with him 
all the members of the upper counties, and left a minority 
composed merely of the aristocracy of the country. From 
this time his popularity swelled apace ; and Mr. Robinson 
dying the year afterward, his deficit was brought to light, 
and discovered the true object of the proposition. 
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* In reply to this commanication, I stated my surprise that no evi- 
dence of this motion was to be found on the journals of the day, and 
begged my correspondent to explain it, which he does very satisfacto- * 
rily in the following terms: "Abortive motions are not always en- 
tered on the journals, or rather they are rarely entered. It is the mo- 
dem introduction of yeas and nays which has given the means of 
placing a rejected motion on the journals : and it is likely that the 
speaker, who, as treasurer, was to be the loan officer, and had the di- 
rection of the journals, would choose to omit an entry of the motion 
in this case. This accounts sufficiently for the absence of any trace 
of the motion on the journals. There was no suspicion then, (so far 
at least as 1 knew,) that Mr. Robinson had used the public money in 
private loans to his friends, and that the secret object of this scheme 
was to transfer those debtors to the public, and thus clear his accounts. 
I have diligently examined the names of the members on the journals 
of 1764, to see if any were still living, to whose memory we might re- 
ciar on this subject ; but I find not a single one now remaining in life." 
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The exclamation above quoted l^ my. correspondent as 
haying electrified Mr. Henry's hearers, is a striking specimen 
of one of his great excellencies in speaking ; which was, the 
power of condensing the substance of a long argument, into 
one short pithy question. The hearer was surprised, in 
finding himself brought so suddenly and so clearly to a just 
conclusion. He could scarcely conceive how it was effected ; 
and could not fail to regard, with high admiration, th& 
power of that intellect, which could come at its ends by so 
short a course ; and work out its purposes with the quickness 
and certainty of magic. 

The aristocracy were startled at such a phenomenon 
from the plebeian ranks. They could not be otherwise than 
indignant at the presumption of an obscure and unpolished 
rustic, who, without asking the support or countenance of 
any patron among themselves, stood upon his own ground, 
and bearded them even in their den. That this rustic 
should have been able too, by his single strength, to baffle 
their whole phalanx and put it to /out, was a mortification too 
humiliating to be easily borne. They affected to ridicule 
his vicious and depraved pronunciation, the homespun 
coaiseness of his language, and his hypocritical canting in 
relation to his humility and ignorance. But they could not 
help admiring and envying his wonderful gifts ; that tho- 
rough knowledge of the human heart which he displayed; 
that power of throwing his reasoning into short and clear 
aphorisms; which, desultory as they were, supplied in a 
great degree the place of method and logic ; that imagination 

This debate must have been in 1765, instead of 1764. The\)nly survi- 
vitag member of that year is Paul Carrington, sen. esq., who took his 
scat in the house after the debate in question. 
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80 copious, poetic, and sufa&me; the irreBisiible power with 
whkh he caused every passion to rise at his bidding ; and 
all the rugged rmghi and majesty of his eloquence. From 
this moment, he bad no friends on the aristocratic side of the 
house.: They looked upon him with envy and with terror. 
They were forced at length to praise his genius ; but that 
praise was wrung from them, with painful reluctance. They 
would have denied it, if they could. They would have over- 
shadowed it ; and did at first try to overshadow it, by mag- 
nifying his effects ; but it would have been as easy for diem 
to have eclipsed the splendour of the sun, by pointing to his 
spots. 

If, however, he had lost one side of the house by his un- 
daunted manner of blowingup this aristocratic project, he had 
made the other side his fast friends. Thet^ had listened 
with admiration, unmixed with envy. Their souls had been 
stmck with amazement and rapture, and thiilled with un- 
speakable sensations which they had never felt before. The 
man too, who had produced these effects, wets one of them- 
selves. This was balm to them ; for there is a wide differ- 
ence between that distant admiration, w)iich we pay as a 
tax, due to long-standing merits in superior rank, and that 
throbbing applause which rushes spontaneously and warm 
from the heart, toward a new man and an equal. There is 
always something of latent repining, approaching to resent- 
ment, mingled vidth that respect which is exacted from us 
by rank; and we feel a secret gratification in seeing it hum- 
bled. In the same proportion, we love the man who has 
given us this gratification, and avenged as it were, our own 
past indignities. Such was precisely the state of feeling which 
Mr, Henry produced, on the present occasion. The lower 

ranks of the house beheld and heard him ix^tb gratitude and 
K 
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veneFalion. Theyregaidedfaimasastuidyatidwid&qiread- 
ing oak, beneath iviiose cool and refiediing^ shade they nugfat 
take refuge fiom those beams of aristocracy, that had played 
upon them so king, with lalher an unpleasant heat 

After this victorious sally upon their party, the former lea- 
ders of the house were not very well disposed to look with a 
fiivouraUe eye on any propositbn which he should make. 
They had less idea of contributing to foster the popularity 
and pamper the power of a man, who seemed bom to be 
th«r scourge^ and to drag down their ancient honours to the 
dust It was in this unpropitious state of things, after hav- 
ing waited in vain for some step to be taken on the other 
side of the house, and when the session was within three 
days of its expected close, that Mr. Henry introduced his 
celdbirated res(dutions on the stamp act. 

I will not withhold frcan the reader a note of this transac- 
tion from the pen of Mr. Henry himself. It is a curiosity, 
and highly worthy of preservation. After his death, there 
was found among his papers one sealed, and thus endorsed: 
'' Inclosed are theresolutionsof the Virginia assembly in 1765, 
Goncenung the stamp act. Let my executors open this pa- 
per.^' Within was found the following copy of the resolutions, 
in Mr. Henry's handwriting. 

" Resolved, That the first adventurers and settlers of this, 
liis majesty's colony and dominion, brought with them, and 
transmitted to their posterity, and all other l)is majesty's sub- 
jects, since inhabiting in this, his majesty's said colony, all 
the privileges, firanchises, and immunities, that have at any 
time been held, enjoyed, and possessed, by the people of 
Gieat Britain. 

<^ Resolved, That by two royal charters, granted by king 
James the first, the colonists, aforesaid, are declared entitled 
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lo all the privileges, liberties, and immuoities of dcurigenw 
and natueal bom subjects, to all intents and purpoass^ as if 
they had been abiding and born within the realm of En* 
gland. 

<^ Resolved, That the taxation of the peq)le by themselves, 
or by persoitt chosen by then^^lves to represent them, who 
can only know what taxes the people are able to bear, and 
the easiest mode of raising them, and are equally affected by 
such taxes themselves, is the distinguishing characteristic of 
British freedom, and without which the ancient constitution 
cannot subsist. 

'^ Resolved, That his majesty's liege people of this most 
ancient colony, have uninterruptedly enjoyed the right of be- 
ing thus governed by their own assembly in the article of 
their taxes and internal police, and that the same hath never 
been forfeited, or any other vyray given up, but hath been 
constantly recognized by the king and people of Great Britain. 

" Resolved, therefore, That the general assembly of this 
colony have the sole right and power to lay taxes and im^ 
positions upon the inhabitants of this colony; and that every 
attempt to vest such power in any person or persons what- 
soever, other than the general assembly aforesaid, has a mani- 
fest tendency to destroy British as well as American freedom." 

On the back of the paper containing those resolutions, is 
the following endorsement, which is also in the handwriting 
of Mr. Henry himself. " The within resolutions passed the 
house of burgesses in May, 1765. They formed the first op^ 
position to the ^amp act, and the scheme of taxing America 
by the British parliament. All the colonies, either through 
fear, or want of opportunity to form an opposition, or from in- 
fluence of some kind or other, had remained silent. I had 
been for the first time deOed a burgess, a few days before, 
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was yoang, inexperienced, unacquainted with the forms of 
the house, and the membei*s that composed it. Finding the 
men of weight averse to opposition, and the commencement 
of the tax at hand, and that no person was Ukely to step fortli, 
I detennined to venture, and alone, unadvised, and unassist- 
ed, on a blank leaf of an old law book* wrote the within. 
Upon oflfenng them to the house, violent debates ensued. 
Many threats were uttered, and much abuse cast on me, by 
the party for submission. After a long and warm contest, 
the. resolutions passed by a very small majority, perhaps of 
one or two only. The alarm spread throughout America 
with astonishing quickness, and the ministerial party were 
overwhelmed. The great point of resistance to British taxa- 
tion was universally established in the colonies. This brought 
on the war, which finally sepaiated the two countries, and 
gave independence to ours. Whether this will prove a bless- 
ing or a curse, will depend upon the use our people make of 
the blessings which a gracious God hath bestowed on us. If 
they are wise, they will be gieat and happy. If they are 
of a contrary character, they will be miserable. — Righteous- 
ness alone can exalt them as a nation. 

" Reader I whoever thou art, remember this ; and in thy 
sphere, practise vutue thyself, and encourage it in others. — 
P. Henry." 

Such is the short, plain and modest account which Mr. 
Henry has left of this transaction. But other interesting par- 
ticulars have been handed down by tradition, and hve still in 
the recollection of one, at least, now in life, as the reader will 
presently see by his own statement. 

The resolutions having been prepared in the manner 

* Judge Tyler says, " an old Coke upon Littleton." 
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which has been mentioaed, were shown by Mr. Henry to 
two members only, befc»e they were offered to the house ; 
these were, John Fleming, a most respectable member for 
the county of Cumberland, and George Johnston, for that 
of Fairfax.* 

The reader will remark that the first fom* resolutions as 
left by Mr. Henry, do little more than re-affirm the principles 
advanced in the address, memorial, and remonstrance of the 
preceding year ; that is, they deny the right assumed by 
the British parliament, and assert the exclusive right of the 
colony to tax itself. There is an important difference, how- 
ever, between those state papers and the resolutions, in the 
point of time and the circumstances under which they were 
brought forward, for the address and other state papers were 
prepared before the stamp act had passed ; they do nothing 
more, therefore, than call in question, by a course of respect- 
M and submissive reasoning, the propriety of exercising the 
right, before it had been exercised ; dnd they are, moreover, 
addressed to the legislature of Great Britain, by the way of 
prevefUion, and in a strain of decent remonstrance and ar- 

* Judge Winston, on the authority of Mr. Henry lumself. The re- 
port of the day, that Mr. Johnston drew the resolutions, is certainly 
unfounded. Mr. Johnston, now known only from the circumstance of 
his having seccmded Mr. Henry's resolutions, is one of those many 
friends of liberty, who are hiding fast from the recollection of their 
country, and who deserve to be rescued from oblivion, by a naore par- 
ticular notice than it is in my poAver to bestow upon them. Of Mr 
Johnston, I can learn only, that he was a lawyer in tlie Northern 
Neck, highly respectable in his profession; a scholar, distingruialied 
for vigour of intellect, cogency of argument, firmness of character, 
love of order, and devotion to the cause of rational liberty— in short, 
exactly calculated by his love of the cause, and the broad and solid 
basis of his understanding, to uphold the magnificent structure of 
Henry's eloquence. 
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gumeni. But at the time when Mr. Henry offered his resolu 
tions, the stam)> act had passed ; and the resolutions were 
intended for the people of the colonies. It will, also, be ob- 
served that the fifth resolution, as given by Mr. Henry, con- 
tains the bold assertion, that every attempt to vest the power of 
taxation over the colonies, in any pereon or persons whatso- 
ever, other than the geneiul assembly, had a manifest ten- 
dency to destroy British, as well as American freedom ^ 
which was asserting in effect, that the act which had passed, 
was an encroachment on the rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple, and amounted to a direct charge of tyranny and despo- 
tism against the British king, lords, and commons. 

It is not wonderful that even the friends of colonial rights, 
who knew the feeble and defenceless situation of this coun- 
try, should be startled at a step so bold and daring. That 
effect was produced ; and the resolutions were resisted not only 
by the aristocracy of the house, but by many of those who 
were afterward distinguished among the brightest champions 
of American liberty. 

The following is Mr. Jefferson's account of this transaction. 

" Mr. Henry moved and Mr. Johnston seconded t-hese re- 
solutions successively. They were opposed by Messrs. Ran- 
dolph, Bland, Pendleton, Wythe, and all the dA members 
whose influence in the house had, till then, been unbroken. 
They did it, not from any question of our rights, but on the 
ground that the same sentiments had been, at their preceding 
session, expressed in a more conciliatory form, to which the 
answers were not yet received. But tqrrettts of sublime elo- 
quence from Henry, beu^ked by the solid reasoning of John- 
ston, prevailed. The last, however, ajid strongest resolution 
was carried but by a single vote. The debate on it was 
most bloody. I was then but a student: hxiA stood at the 
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door of communicatiou between the house and the lobby (for 
as yet there was no gallery) during the wh(^e debate and 
vote ; and I well remember that, after the numbers on the 
division were told and declared from the chair, Pejrton Ran- 
dolph (the attorney-general) came out at the door where I 
was standing, and said as he entered the lobby, * by God I 
would have given 500 guineias for a single vote :' for one 
vote would have divided the house, and Robinson was in the 
chair, who he knew would have negatived the resolution. 
Mr. Henry left to>vn that evening ; and the next morning 
before the meeting of the house, Col. Peter Randolph, then 
of the council, came to the hall of burgesses, and sat at the 
clerk's table till the house bell rang, thumbing over the vo- 
lumes of journals, to find a precedent of expunging a vote of 
the house, Vhich, he said, had taken place while he was a 
member or clerk of the house, I do not recollect which. I 
stood by him at the end of the table, a considerable part of 
the time, looking on, as he turned over the leaves ; but I do 
not recollect whether he found the erasure. In the mean 
time, some of the timid members who had voted for the 
strongest resolution, had become alarmed ; and as soon as 
the house met, a motion was made and carried to expunge 
it from the journals. There being at that day but one printer, 
and he entirely under control of the governor, I do not know 
that this resolution ever appeared in print. I write this from 
memory : but the impression made on me at the time was 
such as to fix the facts indelibly in my mind. I suppose the 
original journal was among those destroyed by the British, 
or its obliterated face might be appealed to. And here I will 
state that Burk's statement of Mr. Henry's consenting to with- 
draw two resolutions, by way of compromise with bis oppo- 
nents, is entirely erroneous." 
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The manuscript journal of tfaye day is not to be foupd ; 
whether it was Buppressed, or casually lost, must remain a 
matter of uncertainty ; it disappeared, however, shortly after 
the session,* and therefore could not have been among the 
documents destroyed by the British during the revolutionary 
war, as conjectured by Mr. Jefferson. 

In the interesting fact of the erasure of the fifth resolution, 
Mr. Jefferson is supported by the distinct recollection of Mr, 
Paul Carrington, late a judge of the court of appeals of Vir- 
ginia, and the only surviving member, it is believed, of the 
house of burgesses of 1765. The statement is also confirmed, 
if indeed further confirmation were necessary, by the circum- 
stance, that instead of the five resolutions, so scdemnly re- 
corded by Mr. Henry, as having passed the house, the jomnal 
of the day exhibits only tiie following four : * 

"Resolved, That the first adventurers and settlers of this 
his majesty's cdony and dominion of Virginia, brought with 
them and transmitted to their posterity, and all others his 
majesty's subjects, since inhabiting in this his majesty's said 
colony, all the liberties, privileges, franchises, and immunities, 
that have at any time been held, enjoyed, and possessed, by 
the people.of Great Britain. 

"Resolved, That by two royal charters, granted by king 
James the I. the colonists aforesaid are declared entitled to 
all liberties, privileges, and immunities of denizens and na- 
tural subjects to all intents and purposes, as if they had been 
abiding and born within the realm of England. 

"Resolved, That the taxation of the people, by themselves, 
or by persons chosen by themselves to represent them, who 

. * " The manuscript journal was missing ten years before hostilities 
between the two countries ; therefore could not have been destroyed, 
as you supposed probable."— -Paul Carbinoton, ienr. 



PATRICK HSNRT. gl 

can only know what ta^es the people are aMe to bear, or the 
easiest method of raising them ; and must, themadves, be 
aifected by every tax kid on the people, is the only security 
against a burthensome taxation, and the distinguishing cha- 
racteristic of British freedom, without which the ancient con- 
stitution cannot exist. 

'^Resolved, that his majesty's h^e peofrie of this his most 
ancient and loyal colony have, without interruption, enjoyed 
the inestimable right of being governed by such laws respect- 
ing their internal polity and taxation, as are derived from 
their own consent, with the approbation of their sovereign, 
or his substitute ; and that the same hath never been forfeited 
or yielded up, but hath been constantly recognized by the 
kings and people of Chreat Britain?^* 

* Such are the resolutions, as they were amended and passed by the 
house, with the exception of that which was rescinded on the next 
day. JoumaJs of 1765, page 150. Several historical mistakes have 
been committed in relation to these resolutions. Judge Marshall, in 
his life of Washington, (2d vol. note 4th, of the appendix,) gives an 
erroneous copy of them, from the book called Prior Documents ; in 
this, he is set right by the journals : he represents six as having been 
offered, and two rejected; his authority for this, again, is the Prior 
Documents: but he is contradicted by Mr. Henry himself, who repre- 
sents five only as having been offered and past, and Mr. H enry's 
written statement accords with the clear and strong recollection both of 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Carrington. 'Mr. Burk gives the same errone- 
ous copy with judge Marshall, and adds to them several mistakes of 
his own : he says the resoiuiions passed, by a large majority, f(xrty 
only Jiaving voted against them, Mr. Burk did not know the num- 
ber of the members, or he would have known that a vote of forty, in 
the negative, would not have left a large majority in favour of the 
resolutions. But we have the authority of Mr. Henry himself, (as 
we have seen,) of Mr. Jefferson, and of Mr. Carrington, for saying that 
the resolutions were carried by a majority of one only ; on .what au- 
thority Mr. Burk speaks we axe not informed. His whole account of 
Mr. Henry's proposal on the next<lay, to secede, andof his finally giving 
L 
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<< By these vesdutioiiS)" says Mr. Jefferson, '^ and his man* 
fier of siqpporting them, Mr. Henry took the lead out of the 
bands of those who had, theretofore, guided the proceedings 
of the house ; that is to say, of Pendleton, Wythe, Bland, 
Randolph." It was, indeed, the measure which raised him 
to the zenith of his glory. He bad never before had a sub- 
ject which entirely matched his genius, and was capable of 
drawing out all the powers of his mind. It was remarked 
of him, throughout his life, that his talents never fidled to rise 
with the occasion, and in proportion with the resistance which 
he had to encounter. The nicety of the vote on his last re- 
solution, proves that this was not a time to hold in reserve 
any part of his forces. It was, indeed, an alpine passage, 
under circumstances even more unpropitious than those of 
Hannibal ; for he had not only to fight, hand to hand, the 
powerful party who were alre€idy in possession of the heights, 
but at the same instant to cheer and animate the timid band 

ap two resolutions, for the sake of unanimity, is contradicted again by 
Mr. Henry, Mr. Jefierson, and Mr. Carrin^ton ; there is no such state- 
ment in the papers of the day, and the author does not condescend to 
give us his authority. Mr. Burk's skeleton of Mr. Henry's speech, on 
that occasion, is believed to be equally apocryphal ; the author of these 
sketches has not been able to procure a single anthentic trace of that 
speech, except the anecdote presently given in the text. Mr. Burk 
concludes his account of this affair, thus : " Struck with the alarming 
tendency of these proceedings, the governor suddenly dissolved the 
assembly, &c." Vol. 3d, page 310. In opposition to this statement, 
we are told by Mr. Henry himself, that when he oifered his resolu- 
tions, the session was near its regular close ; and the journals prove 
the fact to have been so. Mr. Henry left town for home on the eve- 
ning of the day on which his resolutions were adopted ; it was on the 
next day (consequently in his absence) that the motion to rescind was 
made ; and the printed journals show that day and the day following 
to have been occupied with the usual business which closes a legisla- 
tive session. 
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of foBowetiB, that wei^ tretiibMng, and feinting, and drawing 
beuck, bdow him. It was an oecaBion that called upon him 
to pat ferth all his strength, and he &d put it foith, in such 
a mann^ as man never did before. The cords of argument, 
wkh which his adversaries frecfuently flattered themselves 
that they had bound him &st, became packthreads in his 
hands. He burst them with as much ease, as the unshorn 
Samson did the bands of the Philistines. He seized the 
pUlars of the temple, shook them terribly, and seemed to 
threaten his opponents with min. It was an incessant storm 
of lightning and thunder, which stmck them aghast. The 
&int-hearted gathered courage from his countenance, and 
cowards became heroes, while they gazed upon bis exploits. 
^^It Was in the midst of this magnificent debate, while he 
Was descanting on the tyranny of the obnoxious act, that he 
exclaimed, in a vwce of thunder, and with the look of a god, 
" Caeear had his Brutus — Charles the first, his Cromwell — 
and George the third — ('Treason,' cried the speaker — 'trea- 
son, treason,' echoed fixmi every part of the house. — It was 
one of those tiying moments which is decisive of character. 
— Henry faltered not for an instant ; but rising to a loftier 
attitude, and fixing on the speakei' an eye of the most deter- 
mined fire, he finished his sentence with the firmest empha- 
sis) may profit by their example. If this be treason, make 
the most of it."* 

This was the only expression of defiance which escaped 
him during the debate. He was, throughout life, one of the 
most perfectly and uniformly decorous speakers, that ever 

* I had frequently heard the above anecdote of the cry of treason, 
but with BQCh variations of the concluding^ words, that I began to donbt 
whether the whole might not be fiction. With a view to ascertain the 
truth, therefore, I submitted it to Mr. Jefierson as it had been given 
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took the floor of the house. He was respectful even to hu- 
mility ; and the provocation must be gross, indeed, which 
would induce him to notice it Yet when he did notice it, 
better were it for the man never to have been bom than to 
fall into the hands of such an adversary. One lash from his 
scourge was infamy for hfe ; his look of anger or contempt 
was almost death. 

After this debate, there was no longer a question, among 
the body of the people, as to Mr. Henry's being the first 
statesman and orator in Virginia. Those, indeed, whose ranks 
he had scattered, and whom he had thrown into the shade, 
still tried to brand him with the names of declaimer and de- 
magogue. But this was obviously the effect of envy and 
morti&ed pride. A mere declaimer and demagogue could 
never have gained, much less have kept for more than thiity 
years, that ground which Mr, Henry held; with a peofde, too, 
so cool, judicious, firm, and virtuous, as those who achieved 
the American revolution. 

From the period of which we have been speaking, Mr. 
Henry became the idol of the people of Virginia ; nor was his 
name confined to his native state. His light and heat were 
seen and felt throughout the continent ; and he was every 
where regarded as the great champion of colonial liberty. 

The impulse thus given by Virginia, was caught by the 
other colonies. Her resolutions were every where adopted, 
with progressive variations. The spirit of resistance became 
bolder and bolder, until the whole continent was in a flame ; 

tx) nae by judge Tyler, and this is his answer. " I well remember the 
cry of treason, the pause of Mr. Henry at the name of George the III. 
and the presence of mind with which he closed his sentence, and baf- 
fled the charge vociferated." The incident, therefore, becomes au- 
thentic history. 
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and by the first of November, when the stamp act was, ac- 
cording to its provisions, to have taken effect, its execution 
had become utterly impracticable/ 

* The ciuonicies of the day exhibit, in a manner very curious and 
interestingi the progreea of these ftelings. We have already given a 
specimen of the drooping spirit of the Pennsylvania Gkizette, on the 
first annunciation of the stamp act ; but after Mr. Henry had touched, 
with his match, the train of American courage, its scintillations were 
seen, sparkling and flashing, on every page of this paper. Thus in 
the paper of June 20th, 1775—" We leam from the northward, that the 
stamp act is to take place in America on All Saints' day, the first of 
November next.— In the year 1755, on the Ist of November, happened 
that dreadful and memorable earthquake, which destroyed the city of 
Lisbon." 
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SECTION m. 

At the opening of the next session, the speaker an- 
nounced the repeal of the stamp ajct ; and the house of 
burg^esses, in a paroxysm of feeling, vested a statue to the 
king, and an obelisk to the British patriots by whose exertions 
the repeal had been effected. But before these monuments 
of national gratitude could be executed the effervescence 
subsided ; and on the 9th of December, 1766, the bill which 
had been prepared for that purpose, was postponed to the first 
day of the next session ; after which, we hear of it no more. 

At the session of 1766, a question of great interest in 
those days, and one of real importance to the colony, came 
on to be discussed in the house of burgesses. Mr. Robin- 
son, who had so long held the joint offices of speaker and 
treasurer, was now dead. The general feet of his dehn- 
quency as treasurer was understood, although the sum was 
not yet ascertained ; and that delinquency, whatever it 
might be, was alleged to have arisen principally from loans 
made to members of the house of burgesses. As the speaker, 
although elected in the first instance by the house, could not 
act until approved by the governor, and when so approved, 
was in office for seven years, re-eligible indefinitely — and as, 
in the recent instance of Mr. Robinson, it had been disco- 
vered, that an office so held was too apt to generate a devotion 



to the purposes of the British €ourt — ^it was c^o&sidered by 
thepattioteio the house, as a mewure of sound policy, to 
take out of the haads of the qpeaker so fc^rnudable an. engine 
of comiption and power, as the treasury of the colony.* A 
motion was therefore made to s^)arate the office of treasurer 
from the speaker's chair, which was supported by Mr. Henry 
with his usual ability. An arduous struggle ensued. Inno- 
vations, however correct in themselves, never fail to startle 
those who have grown grey in a veneration for the existing 
order of things. They fancy that they see in every impor- 
tant change an indirect blow at the established government, 
and at the foundations of their own property. This union 
of the speaker's chair with the office of treasurer, was one of 
those errors in policy which time had consecrated, and it re- 
quired a hand both steady and skilful to remove the veil and 
expose its deformity. That hand was furnished by Mr. Hen- 
ry. The union of boldness and dec^icy which composed 
his character, of decisive energy in the support of his own 
opinions, and respectful tenderness toward those of others; 
fitted him peculiarly for the discharge of this duty. The 
house admired on this occasion, the fecility with which he 
could adapt himself to any subject He had that founda- 
tion of strong natural sense, without which genius is a mis- 
fortune ; an instinctive accuracy of judgment, which always 

* A correspondent furnishes the following note on thi|t passage :~ 
" There was but one clear and sound bottom on which the separation 
of the chair and the treasii^was decided. The legislature made all 
the levies of money payable into the hands of their speaker, over whom 
they had control. The only hold the governor had on him was, a ne^ 
gative on his appointment as speaker at every new election, which 
amounted, consequently, to a negative on him as treasurer, and dis- 
posed him, so far, to be obsequious to the governor." 
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pFoportioned his effortsto the occafiioa. He was never guilty 
of the ridiculous and common error amongst young members. 
of attempting to force the subject beyond its nature — of 
sweUing trifles into consequence, and working the ocean into 
tempest, 

" To waft a feather, or to drown a fly." 

It is almost superfluous to add, that such a cause, in the 
hands of such an advocate, did not fail of success. The mo- 
tion for separating the two ofiices being carried, a committee 
was appointed to examine the accounts of the late treasurer, 
and their report disclosed an enormous deficit, exceeding an 
hundred thousand pounds. 

On the separation of the offices of speaker and treasurer, 
Peyton Randolph, the attorney-general, wa^ elected to the 
chair ; and Robert C. Nicholas, an eminent lawyer and a 
most virtuous man, to the office of treasurer. 

After having tried his strength for several years on the 
legislative floor, against some of the brightest champions of 
the bar, Mr. Henry came, in the year 1769, to the bar itself 
of the general court. " The profits of his practice theretofore, 
(says my informant,) must have been very moderate. For, 
about this time, he informed me that he thought his property 
was not worth more than fifteen hundred pounds ; adding 
that, if he could only make it double that sum, he should be 
entirely content.''* 

At this bar, he entered into competition with all the first 
legal characters in the colony, some of whom had been edu- 
cated at the Temple. Mr. Pendleton and Mr. Wythe have 
been already mentioned : but in addition to these he had to 

* Judge Winston. 
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encouikter Mr. John Randolph, Mr. Thompson Mason, Mr. 
Robert C. Nichdas, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Jefiferson; 
all of them masters of the learning of their prolEession, wonA all 
of them men of pre-eminent abilities. 

It cannot be expected from Mr. Henry's legal preparation, 
that he was able to contend with these gentlemen on a mere 
question of law. He wanted that learning whose place no 
splendour of genius can supply to the lawyer ; and he want^ 
those haJbita oi steady and persevering application, withouit 
which that learning is not to be acquired. It is said, indeed, 
that he was wofuUy deficieni, as a lawyer ; so Uttle acquaint* 
ed with the fundamental principles of his (urofession, and so 
little skilled in that system of artificial reasoning on which 
the commjOn law is built, a& not to be able to see the remote 
bearings of the reported cases ; and hence, it has been said, 
that it happened with him not imfi:equeiUly, whenever he 
did attempt to argue a question of law, to furnish authorities 
destructive to tus own cause. Yet he never did and never 
could vanquish his aversion to Uie systematic study of the 
law. On questions turning on the laws of nations, and even 
on the maritime law, whose basis is natural reason and jus^- 
tice, his vigour of mind made him occasionally very great 
One of my correspondents, for example, relates to me an in- 
stance of his appearing in the court of admiralty, under the 
regal government, in behalf of a Spani^ captain, whose 
vessel and cargo had been Ubdied. A gentleman, who was 
present, and who was very well qualified to judge, was heard 
to declare, after the trial was over, that he never heard a 
inore eloquent or argumentative q)eech in his life ; that Mr. 
Henry was on that occasion! greatly superior to Mr. Pendle* 
ton, Mr. Mason, or any other counsel who spoke to the sub- 
ject ; and that he was astonished how Mr. Henry could have 
M 
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acquired such a knowledge of the maritime law, to which, it 
was believed, he had never before turned his attention. 

But this special preparation on a given subject, and that 
subject, too, depending on the liberal and equitable principles 
of the maritime law, is not at all at variance with the report 
of his inefficiency, cm questions to be decided by the com- 
mon law merely. The power of arguing questions of the 
latter description to advantage requires the mind, in the 
first place, to be deefdy imbued with that peculiar spirit of 
reasoning which reigns throughout the whole syst^n of the 
common law ; and, in the next, it requires a cool and clear 
accuracy of thinking, and an elaborate exactness and nicety 
in the deduction of thought, to which Mr. Henry's early and 
inveterate habits of indolence, as well as the suUime and ex- 
cursive fervour of his genius, were altogether hostile. 

It was on questions before a jury, that he was in his na- 
tural element. There, his intimate knowledge of human 
nature, and the rapidity as well as justness of his inferences, 
ftom the flitting expressions of the countenance, as to what 
was passing in the hearts of his hearers, availed him fully. 
The jury might be composed of entire strangei-s, yet he 
rarely fiiiled to know them, man by man, before the evidence 
was closed. There was no studied fixture of features, that 
could long hide the character from his piercing and experi- 
enced view. The slightest imguarded turn of countenance, 
or motion of the eye, let him at once into tlie soul of the man 
whom he was observing. Or, if he doubted whether his con- 
clusions were correct, from the exhibitions of countenance 
during the narration of the evidence, he had a mode of play- 
ing a prelude as it were upon the jury, in his exordium, 
which never failed to "wake into life each silent string," and 
show him the whole compass as well as pitch of the instru- 
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ment ; and, indeed, (if we may believe all the concurrent 
accounts of his exhibitions in the general court,) the most ex- 
quisite performer that ever "swept the sounding lyre," had 
not a more sovereign mastery over its powers, than Mr. Henry 
had over the springs of feeling and thought that belong to a 
jury. There was a delicacy, a taste, a felicity in Jus touch, that 
was perfectly original, and without a rival. His style of ad- 
dress, on these occasions, is said to have resembled very much 
that of the scriptures. It was strongly marked with the same 
simplicity, the same energy, the same pathos. He sounded no 
alarm ; l^e made no parade, to put the jury on their guard. It 
was all so natural, so humble, so unassuming, that they were 
carried imperceptibly along, and attuned to his purpose, until 
some master touch ^solved them into tears. Hb language 
of passion was perfect. There was no word " of learned 
length or thundering sound," to break the charm. It had 
almost all the stillness of solitary thinking. It was a sweet 
reverie, a delicious trance. His voice, too, had a wonderful 
effect. He had a singular power of infusing it into a jury, 
and mixing its notes with their nerves, in a manner which 
it is impossible to describe justly ; but which produced a thrill- 
ing excitement, in the happiest concordance with his designs. 
No man knew so well as he did what kind of topics to urge 
to tl^eir understandings ; nor what kind of sipiple imagery to 
present to their hearts. His eye, which he keptrivetted upon 
them, assisted the process of fascination, and at the same 
time informed him what theme to press, or at what instant 
to retreat, if by rare accident he touched an unpropitious 
string. And then he had such an exuberance of appropriate 
thoughts, of apt illustrations, of apposite images, and such a 
melodious and varied roll of the happiest words, that the 
nearer was never w^earied by repetition, and never winced 
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from an apprehension that the intellectual treasures of the 
speaker would be exhausted.* 

The defence of criminal causes was his great professional 
forte. It seems that the eighth day of the general court was 
formerly set apart for criminal business. Mr. Henry made 
little or no figure, during the civil days of the court ; but on 
the eighth day he was the monarch of the bar. These causes 
brought him into direct collision with Mr. John Randolph, 
who had now succeeded Peyton as the attorney-general. 

Mr. Randdph, it has been remarked, was, in person and 
manners, am6ng the most elegant gentlemen in the colony, 
and in his profession one of the most splendid ornaments of 
the bar. He was a polite scholar, as well as a profound law- 



* A striking example of this witcherj of his eloquence, even on com* 
mon subjects, was related by a very respectable gentleman, the late 
major Joseph Scott, the manshed of this state. This gentleman had 
been summoned, at great inconvenience to his private affairs, to attend 
as a witness a distant court, in which Mr. Henry practised. The cause 
which had carried him thither having been disposed of, he was setting 
out in great hasle to return, when the sheriff* summoned him to serve 
on a jury. This cause was represented as a complicated and import- 
ant one ; so important, as to have enlisted in it all the most eminent 
membeiB of the bar. He was therefore alarmed at the prospect of a 
long detention, and made an unavailing effort with the court to get 
himself discharged from the jury. He was compelled to take his seat. 
When his patience had been nearly exhausted by the previous speak- 
ers, Mr. Henry rose to conclude the cause, and having much matter 
to answer, the major stated that he considered himself a prisoner for 
the evening, if not for the night. But, to his surprise, Mr. Henry ap- 
peared to have consumed not more than fifteen minutes in the reply ; 
and he would scarcely believe his own watch, or those of the other 
jurymen, when they informed him that he had in reality been speak- 
ing upward of two hours. So powerful was the charm by which he 
could bind the senses of his hearers, and make even the most impa- 
tient unconscious of the lapse of time. 
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yer, and his eloquence also was of a high order. His voice, 
action, style, were stately, and uncommonly impressive ; but 
gigantic as he was in relation to other men, he was but a 
p^my, when exposed in a criminal trial to the arch magician, 
Henry. In those cases Mr. Henry was perfectly irresistible. 
He adapted himself, without effort, to the character of the 
cause ; seized, with the quickness of intuition, its defensible 
pcnnt, and never pennitted the jury to lose sight of it. Sir 
Joshua Reynolds has said of Titian, that, by a few strokes 
of his pencil, he knew how to mark the image and character 
of whatever object he attempted ; and produced by this means 
a truer representation than any of his predecessors, who fin- 
^hed every hair. In like manner, Mr. Henry, by a few 
master strokes upon the evidence, could in general stamp 
upon the cause whatever image or character he pleased ; and 
convert it into tragedy or comedy, at his sovereign will, and 
with a power which no efforts of his adversary could counter- 
act. He never wearied the jury by a dry and minute analysis 
of the evidence ; he did not expend his strength in finishing 
the hairs ; h^ produced all his high effect by those rare 
master touches, and by the resistless skill, with which, in a 
very few words, he could mould and colour tihe prominent 
&cts of a cause to his purpose. He had wonderful address, 
too, in leading off the minds of his hearers from the contem- 
plation of unfavourable points, if at any time they were too 
stubborn to yield to his power of transformation. He beguiled 
the hearer so &r from th^n, as to diminish them by distance, 
and soften, if not entirely cast into shade, their too strong 
natural colours. At this distance, too, he had a better op- 
portunity of throwing upon them a false light, by an appa- 
rentiy casual ray of refraction from other points in the evi- 
dence, whose powers no man better knew how to array and 
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coacemriote, ia order to disguiae or eclipse aa obnoxious fact. 
It required a mind cf uncommon vigilance, and most intrac- 
table temper, to resist this chann with which he decoyed 
away hia hearts ; it demanded a rapidity of penetration, 
which is rarely, if ever, to be found in the jury box, to detect 
the intellectual juggle by which he spread his nete around 
them ; it called for a stubbornness and obduracy of soul 
which does not exist, to sit umnoved under the pictures of 
horror or of pity, which started from his canvass. They 
might resolve, if they pleased, to decide the cause against him, 
and to diar^ard every thing which he could urge in the de- 
fence of his client. But it was all in vain< Some feint in 
an unexpected direction, threw them off their guard, and they 
were gone ; some happy phrase, burning from the soul ; 
some image fresh bom nature's mint, and bearing her own 
beautiful and genuine impress, struck them with delightfril 
surprise, and melted them into conciliation ; and conciliation 
toward Mr. Henry was victory inevitable. In short, he im- 
derstood the human character so perfectly ; knew so well all 
its strength and all its weaknesses, together with every path 
and by-way which winds around to the citadel of the best 
fortified heart and mind, that he never failed to take them, 
dther by stratagem or BUnrm. Hence he was, beyond doubt, 
the ablest defender of criminals in Virginia, and will probably 
never be equalled again. 

It has been observed, that Mr. Henry's knowledge of the 
common law was extremely defective ; but his attendance 
upon the general court was calculated to cure that defect, in 
a cbnsidemble degree. All l^al questions of magnitude or 
difficulty came before that tribunal, either <»riginally, or by 
appeal ; and he had continual opportunities of hearing them 
discussed in the ablest manner, by the brightest luminaries of 
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the American bar. His was a mind on which nothing was 
lost ; on which no ifsefiil seed could be cast, without shooting 
into ail the luxuriance of which its nature was susceptible. 
Thus improving every hint, and ramifying every principle 
which was brought into his view, there is reas(Hi to believe 
that a few years must have made him not only a master of 
the general canons of property, but of the modifications and 
exceptions of more frequent occurrence, by which those ca- 
nons are restrained and governed. In support of this con- 
clusion, I find that in January 1773, Robert C. Nicholas, 
who had enjoyed the first practice at the bar, and who, by 
virtue of his ofiice of treasurer, was forced to relinquish that 
practice, committed, by a public advertisement, his unfinish- 
ed business to Mr. Henry ; a step which a man so remark- 
ably scrupulous in the discbarge of every moral duty, would 
not have taken, had there been any incompetency on the 
part of his substitute. 

The British ministry, however, did not permit Mr. Henry 
to waste himself in forensic exertions. The joy of the Ame- 
ricans, on the repeal of the stamp act, was very short-lived. 
That measure had not been, on the part of the British par- 
liament, a volxmtary sacrifice to truth and right. The min- 
istry and their fi-iends disavowed this ground ; and were 
forward, on every occasion, to convince the colonies that they 
had nothing to expect, either from the clemency or the mag- 
nanimity of the British cabinet. Thus on a question of sup- 
plies for the army in the session of parliament of 1766-7, a 
motion was made in the house of commons, that the reve- 
nues arising and to arise in America, be applied to subsist- 
ing the troops now there, and those other regiments ichich 
it is proposed to send; in support of which, that brilliant po- 
litical meteor, Charles Townsend, urged, among other things, 
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* " the propriety of more troops being sent to America^ 
and of their being quartered in the large towns. He 
said that he had a plan preparing, which he would lay be- 

« 

fore the house, /or the raising of supplies in America. 
That the legislative authority of Great Britain extended to 
every colony, in every particular. That the distinction, 
between internal and external taxes, was njonsefise ; and 
that he voted for the repeal of the stamp act, not because it was 
not a good act, but because, at that time, there appeared a 
propriety in repealing it. He added, that he repeated the 
sentence, that the galleries might hear him, and after 
that, he did not expect to have his statue erected in Ame- 
rica : in all which, Mr. Grenville joined him fully." 

This temper soon manifested itself in open actS; and turn- 
ed the late joy of the colonies into mourning. 

The first obnoxious measure was a stern demand of satis- 
faction, from the legislatures of the colonies^ for the injuries 
which had been done to the stamp officers and their ad- 
herents. The legislature of Massachusetts, of whom this 
demand was first made, very respectfully, and with good 
reason questioned the propriety and justice of taxing the 
whole cdony, for the excesses of a few individuals, which 
they had neither prompted nor approved ; for the sake of 
peace, however, and in the spirit of accommodation, that satis- 
faction was given ; but they annexed to their vote of satisfac- 
tion, a grant of pardon to the rioters ; and in England, ac- 
cording to the usual courtesy of that country, nothing was 
said of the satisfaction, while the pardon was treated as a 
most insolent ,and impudent usurpation of the royal au- 
thority. 

The next step was that suggested by Mr. Townsend, of 
quai;tering large bodies of troops upon the chief towns in the 
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colonies, and demanding of the several colonial legislatures 
a provision for their comfortable support and accommodation. 
A measure more replete with excu^ration could scarcely 
have been devised. The very presence of those myrmidons 
was an insult ; for it was a direct reflection on the fidetitx of 
the cdonists. Their object was perfectly understood : it was to 
curb the just and honourable spirit of the people ; to dragoon 
them into sulnnission to the parliamentary claim of taxation, 
and reduce them to the condition of vassals, governed by 
the right of. conquest. The rudeness of the soldiery, too, 
was well calculated to keep up and increase the irritation, 
which their presence alone would have been sufficient to ex- 
cite. In Boston, they were in the habit of stepping the most 
respectable citizens in the streets, and compelling them to 
answer insulting inquiries, or committing th^n to confine- 
ment on their refusal, assigning, as the ground of their con- 
duct, that the town Was a garrisoned town. In New- York, 
they provoked a. contest with the people by making war up- 
on a liberty pole, which was the first object of their earthly 
devotions, and which the soldiers contiimally destroyed or 
attempted to destroy, as soon as it could be replaced. And 
as if all this insult and humiliation were not enough, the 
colonies were to be constrained to tax themselves, to foster 
and cherish those instruments of their degradation. ' 

The legislature of New- York, in a tone, at least sufficiently 
submissive for the occasion, and on the felse ground of the 
inability of the colony, b^ged to^be excused fromt making 
the provision. For this high offenee, the legislative power 
of that colony was abolished by aot of parliament, until they 
should submit to make the provision which was required : 
and they did submit 
N 
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A body of British troops alleged to have been driven by 
stress of weather into Boston, in the recess of the colonial 
legislature, had been provided for out of the public monies, 
by the governor and his council. The legislature met shortly 
afterward, and remonstrated against this unconstitutional 
apjNTopriation, with that Roman firmness and dignity, which 
marked the character of Massachusetts in every stage of the 
contest. But governor Bernard, highly indignant at what he 
affected to consider as presumption, made such a communica- 
tion upon the, subject to the British court, as could have had, 
and could have been designed to have no other effect, than 
to widen the breach, and inflame more highly those animos- 
ties, which already required no new aggravation. 

These military preparations were well understood to be the 
harbingers of some unconstitutional act, the execution of 
which they were necessaiy to enforce. Why those pre- 
parations were restricted to the northern states, and more 
particularly to Massachusetts, has never been satisfactorily 
explained. There was no colony which resisted, with more 
firmness and constancy, the pretensions of the British parlia- 
ment than that of Virginia; yet no military force was thought 
necessary, during the lives of the governors Fauquier and 
BottQtourt, to keep down the spirit of rebellion in this colony. 
A solution of the difficulty may perhaps be found, in the 
character of the different governors. Virginia had the good 
fortune, during this period, to be governed by enlightened 
and amiable men, who saw and did justice to the motives 
and measure of resistance which was meditated ; who were 
both able and willing to distingush between reason and 
force, between remonstrance and rebeUion ; whp perceived 
with pleasure, the spirit of genuine and unaffected loyalty 
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and afFeciion for the parent country, which mingled itself 
with every complaint ; and who, in their communications to 
the British court, were disposed rather '^ to extenuate," than 
" to set down aught in malice." Whereas Bernard, the go- 
vernor of Massachusetts, was the fit instrument and apt re- 
presentative of the masters whom he served : for he liad all 
their pride and unfeeling insolence, and seems to have en- 
joyed a kind of fiend-like pleasure, in rendering his province 
hateful at home, by the most virulent misrepresentations; 
and in drawing down upon her, the accumulated cui-ses and 
impressions of the parent country.* 

Tliese preparatory steps having been taken, an act of par- 
liament was passed, imposing certain duties on glass, white 
and red lead, painters' colours, tea, and papei imported into 
the colonies. This act was to take effect on the 20th of 
November, 1767 ; and to ensure its operation, another ac|. 
authorized the king to appoint a board of trade to reside in 
the colonies, and to instruct them, at his pleasure and with- 
out limit, as to the mode of executing their duties under this 
law. A commission accordingly issued, by which the com- 
missioners were armed with a power of seaich and seizure, 
at their discretion ; with authority to call for aid upon the 
naval and military establishments within the colony ; and 
vnth an exemption front prosecution or responsibility be* 



4' 



* Extract of a letter, dated London, June 5, 1770. " The people of 
England now curse governor Bernard, as bitterly as those of America. 
Bernard was drove out of the Smyrna cofiee-house not many days 
since, by general Oglethorpe, who told him he was a dirty, factious 
scoundrel, and smelled cursed strong of the hangman; that he had 
better leave the room, as unworthy to mix with gentlemen of character, 
but that he would give him the satisfaction of following him to the 
door, had he any thing to reply. The governor left the house like a 
guilty coward." Pennsylvania Gazette* August 3eth, 1770. 
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fort any of the kiiig^s courts^ for whatsoever they might 
do, by any construction of their commission. 

Aboth^ measure which gave great offence to the coloniee 
was, the estabUshment of a board of admiralty, with exten^ 
sive powers, supported by large salaries independent of the 
colonies, yet drawn from the revenues compukKNrily levied 
upon them ; and the appointment, also, of common law 
judges, to be paid by the crown out of the revenues of the 
colony, and to hold their offices during the king's pleasure. 

To all these outrages the legislatures of the colonies an- 
swered by petitions, memorials, remonstrances, and letters, 
addressed to the friends of colonial Uberty in England ; blend< 
ing, with the strongest professions of loyalty, the expression 
of their hope, that those obnoxious measures would be recon- 
sidered and reversed, and the colonies protected in their an- 
cient and unalienable rights. In reply they received from 
the kindest of their English friends, only exhortations to pa- 
tience under their sufTerings ; by the court party, menaces 
and anathemas were brandished over their heads *, and the 
commissioners of the revenue, together with their auxiliaries, 
the naval and military officers and soldiery, continued to out- 
rage and insult them, both in their persons and property. 

The pec^le of Massachusetts, with the view of frustratmg 
the new revenue bill, entered into an association, by which 
they bound themselves not to import from Great Britain, or 
use any of the articles taxed ; and included in the resolution 
every article of British manufacture which was not of the first 
and most indispensable necessity. The legislature of that 
state also resolved on a circular letter to their sister colonies, 
inviting their concurrence and cooperation toward procuring 
relief, in a constitutional way, from the grievances under 
which they were all suffering. This measure having been 
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reported by governor Bernard, with his usual embelUshments, 
to the earl of Hilsborough, th« British minister for the Ame- 
rican department, that minister required the governor to de- 
mand of the legislature an immediate rescission of their reso- 
lution, on pain of being forthwith dissolved. They refused 
to rescind, and were dissolved accordingly. The same mi- 
nister also addressed a circular letter to the governors of the 
other colonies, exhorting them to crush this correspondence 
and concert amongst the colonial legislatures in the bud, by 
exacting from them an assurance that they would not answer 
the circular of Massachusetts. They refiised to give such 
assurance, tod were in their turn dissolved. 

These violent measures, however, produced an effect very 
different fr<Hn that which was expected to flow from them. 
The dissolution of their legislature swelled the catalogue of 
their wrongs, and ministered additional fuel to the resent- 
ments of the people. The non-importation agreement be- 
came general ; and, by means of committees established in 
the several colonic, its execution was guarded with a vigilance 
which could not be eluded. A breach of it was infamy, in- 
evitable and unpardonable. Its observance was a badge of 
honour, by which the patriot colonist was proud to be dis^ 
tinguished. The privation was, indeed, in many respects 
severe, but the sufferers were upheld by that kind of holy 
fortitude, which enabled the Christian martyrs to smile 
amidst the flames, and to triumph, even in the agonies of 
death. Every grade of society, all ages, and both sexes, 
kindled in this sacred competition of patriotism. The ladies 
of the colonies, in the dawa and throughout the whole pro- 
gress of the revolution, shone with pre-eminent lustre in this 
war of fortitude and self-denial. They renounced, without 
a sigh, the use of the luxuries and even of the comforts to 
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which they had been accustomed; and felt a noUer pride in 
appearing dressed in the simple productions of their own 
looms, than they had ever experienced from gUttering in the 
brightest ornaments of the east. 

The British court looked upon this trial of virtuous forti- 
tude with surly and inexorable rigour. They seemed deter- 
mined to carry the point, at every hazard. The sufferings 
of their own merchants and manu&cturers were forgotten, 
in the barbarous pleasme with which they contemplated the 
sufierings of the colonists. . It is not in human nature to con- 
tinue long to return good for evil, affection for cruelty. The 
admiration and devotion of the colonies for the parent coun- 
try became gradually weaker. This transition of feeling is 
most interestingly marked in the chronicles of the day. The 
epithets, " our kind and indulgent mother," with which she 
WAS wont to be greeted, were progressively changed into 
'* unnatural parent — cruel stepmother — proud, merciless op- 
pressor — ^haughty, unfeeling, and unrelenting t3rrant." This 
state of feeling was a^ravated by the collisions which were 
perpetually occurring between the king's soldiery and the 
^(^le of the towns in which they were quartered. The 
streets of New* York and of Boston were the theatres of con- 
tinual riots, ending almost invariably in blood, and not unfre- 
quently in death. The newspapers of the day teem with 
the detail of scenes of this sort ; and from the effect which 
they produce on the reader at this distance of tim^, it is not 
very difficult to conceive what must have been their opera- 
tion on the people of that day, already goaded to madness 
by previous injuries. 

It is not my purpose to record the series of measures which 
led to the dismemberment of the British empire. This is the 
function of the historian. My business is only with Mr. 
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Henry ; and, for my puq)oge, nothing more is necessary than 
to recall the general character of the contest, for the purpose 
of showing the part which he bore in it. The revolution 
may be truly said to have commenced with his resolutions 
in 1765. From that period not an hour of settled peace had 
existed between the two countries. It is true, that the erup- 
tion produced by the stamp act had fiubsided with its repeal ; 
and the people had resimied their ancient settlements and 
occupations ; but there was no peace of the heart or of the 
mind. The rumbling of the volcano was still audible, and 
the smoke of the crater continually ascended, mingled not 
unfrequently with those flames and masses of ignited matter, 
which announced a new and more terrible explosion. 

These were •" the times that tried the souls of men ;" and 
never, in any country or in any age, did there exist a race 
of men, whose souls were better fitted to endure the trial. 
Patient in suffering, firm in adversity, calm and cdlected 
amid the dangers which pressed around them, cool in council, 
and brave in battle, they were worthy of the cause, and the 
cause was worthy of them. 

The house of burgesses of Virginia, which had led the 
opposition to the stamp act, kept their high ground during 
the whole of the ensuing contest. Mr. Henry, having remo- 
ved again firom Louisa to his native county, in the year 1767 
or 1768, continued a member of the public councils till the 
close of the revolution; and there could be no want of bold- 
ness in any body, of which he was a member. The session 
of 1768-9 was marked by a set of resolutions so strong as to 
have excited even the amiable and popular Bottetourt to dis- 
pleasure. By those resdutions they re-asserted, in the most 
emphatic terms, the exclusive right of the colony to tax them- * 
selves in all cases whatever ; complained of the recent acts 
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of parliament, as so many violations of the British consti- 
tution ; and remonstrated, vigorously, against the right of 
transporting the free-born subjects of these colonies to Eng- 
land, to take their trial before prejudiced tribunals, for of- 
fences alleged to be committed in the colonies. The tradition 
with regard to these resolutions is, that they were agreed to 
in a committee of the whole on one day, but not reported to 
the house, with the view of preventing their appearance on 
the journal of the next day, before they could be completely 
passed through the forms of the house ; apprehending, from 
the frite of the Massachusetts legislature, that a knowledge of 
these resolutions on the part of the governor, would produce 
an immediate dissolution of the house. When the house 
rose for the evening, however, the fact of their having pass- 
ed such resolutions was whispered to the governed: ; and he 
endeavoured in vain to procure a copy of them from the 
clerk.* On the next day the house, foreseeing the event, 
met on the instant of the ringing of the bell, and with closed 
doors received the report of their resolutions, considered, 
adopted, and odered them to be entered upon their journals; 
which they had scarcely done, when they were summoned 
to attend the governor, and were dissolved. "Mr. Speaker," 
said he, " and gentlemen of the house of representatives, I 
have heard of your resolves, and augur ill of their effects ; 
you have made it my duty to dissolve you, and you are ac- 
cordingly dissolved," 

But the dissolution of the house of burgesses did not 
change the materials of which it had been composed. The 
same members were re-elected without a single exception, 
and the same determined spirit of resistance continued to dif 

* Mr. Wythe. 
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fuse itself from the legislature over the colony which they re* 
presented, and to animate by sympathy the neighbouring 
colonies. This house had the merit of originating that pow- 
erful engine of resistance, corresponding committees between 
the legislatures of the different cdonies.* The measure was 
brought forward by Mr. Dabney Carr, a new member from 
the county of Louisa, in a committee of the whole house, on 
the 12th of March, 1773; and the resolutions, as adopted, 
now stood upon the journals of the day, in the following 
terms. 

" Whereas the minds of his majesty's faithful subjects in 
this colony have been much disturbed, by various rumours, 
and reports of proceedings, tending to deprive them of their 
ancient, legal, and constitutional rights. 

" And whereas the affairs of this colony are frequently con* 
nected with those of Great Britain, as well as the neighbour- 
ing colonies, which renders a communication of sentiments 
necessary ; in order, therefore, to remove the uneasiness, and 
to quiet the minds of the people, as well as for the other good 
purposes above mentioned : 

'^ Be it resolved. That a standing committee of correspon- 
dence and inquiry be appointed, to consist of eleven persons, 
to wit : the honourable Peyton Randolph, esquire, Robert C. 
Nicholas, Richard Bland, Richard H. Lee, Benjamin Harri- 
son, Edmund Pendleton, Patrick Henry, Dudley Digges, 

* The state of Massachusetts is entitled to equal honour : the mea- 
sures were so nearly coeval in the two states, as to render it impossible 
that either could have borrowed it from the other. The messengers, 
who bore the propositions from the two states, are said to have crossed 
each other on the way. This is Mr. Je&rson's accoimt of it ; and 
Mrs. Warren, in her very interesting history of the revolution, admits, 
that the measure was original on the part of Virginia. See the note 
to page 110, of her first volume. 
O 
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Dabney Carr, Archibald Gary, and Thomas Jefferson, 
esquiresy any six of whom to be a committee, whose busi- 
ness it shall be to obtain the most early and authentic 
intelligence of all such acts and resolutions of the British par- 
liament, or proceedings of administration, as may relate to, 
or affect the British colonies in America ; and to keep up and 
maintain a correspondence and communication with our sis- 
ter colonies, respecting those important considerations ; and 
the result of such their proceedings, from time to time, to lay 
before this house. 

"Resolved, That it be an instruction to the said commit- 
tee, that they do, without delay, inform themselves particu- 
larly of the principles and authority, on which was constitu- 
ted a court of inquiry, said to have b^n lately held in Rhode 
Island, with powers to transport persons accused of offences 
committed in America, to places beyond the seas, to be tried. 

" The said resolutions being severally read a second time, 
were, upon the question severally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the house, nemine corUradicente. 

" Resolved, That the speaker of this house do transmit to 
the speakers of the different assemblies of the British colonies 
on the continent, copies of the said resolutions, and desire 
that they will lay them before their respective assemblies, 
and request them to appoint some person or persons of their 
respective bodies, to communicate from time to time with 
the said committee." 

In supporting these resolutions, Mr. Carr made his debut, 
and a noble one it is said to have been. This gentleman^ 
by profession a lawyer, had recently commenced his practice 
at the same bars with Patrick Henry; and although he had 
not yet reached the meridian of life, he was considered by 
far the most formidable rival in forensic eloquence that Mr. 
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Henry had erer yet had to encounter. He had the advan- 
tage of a person at once dignified and engaging, and the man- 
ner and action of an accomplished gentleman. His education 
was a finished one ; his mind trained to correct thinking; 
his conceptions quick, and clear, and strong ; he reasoned 
with great cogency, and had an imagination which enlight- 
ened beautifully, without interrupting or diverting the course 
of his argument. His voice was finely toned ; his feelings 
acute; his style free, and rich, and various; his devotion to 
the cause of liberty verging on enthusiasm ; and his spirit 
firm and undaunted, beyond the possibihty of being shaken. 
With what delight the house of burgesses hailed this new 
champion, and felicitated themselves on such an accession to 
their cause, it is easy to imagine. But what are the hopes 
and expectations of mortals ! 

" Ostendent terris hunc tantam fata, neque ultra 
" BsBe sinent-*" 

In two months from the Ume at which this gentleman stood 
before the house of burgesses, in all the pride of health, and 
genius, and eloquence — he was no more : lost to his friends 
and to his country, and disappointed of sharing in that noble 
triumph which awaited the illustrious band of his compa- 
triots.* 

Mr. Carr's resolutions were supported successively by Mr. 
Henry, and Mr. Richard Henry Lee, with their usual abihty. 
The reader will no doubt be gratified by a short sketch of 
this assembly, as it presented itself to a gentleman who now 
saw it for the first time, and who looked upon it with an 

* I cannot withhold from the reader the following note of this trans- 
action and of the character of Mr. Carr, from one who knew him well, 
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eye of taete and genius; the writer who was tnen in the 
ardour of youth, and a stranger in the colony, has since been 
distinguished by holding and adorning some of the highest 
offices of the state. 

"When I first saw Mr. Henry, which was in March 1773, 
he wore a peach blossom coloured coat, and a dark wig, which 
tied behind, and I believe a bag to it, as was the fashion of the 
day. When pointed out to me as the orator of the assembly, 
I looked at him with no great prepossession. On the opposite 

and heard this his first and last speech in the house of representatives, 

• 

" I well remember the pleasure expressed in the countenance and con- 
versaticm of the members generally, on this ddmt of Mr. Carr, and 
the hopes they conceived, as well from the talents as the patriotism it 
manifested. But he died within two months after, and in him we lost 
a poweifui fellow-labourer. His character was of a high order: a 
spotlcEe integrity, sound judgment, handsome imagination, enriched 
by education and reading, quick and clear in his conceptions, of correct 
and ready elocution, impressing every hearer with the ^cerity of the 
heart from which it flowed. His firmness wa3 inflexible in whatever 
he thought right: but when no moral principle was in the way, never 
had man more of the milk of human kindness, of indulgence, of soft- 
ness, of pleasantry in conversation and conduct. The number of his 
friends, and the warmth of their affection, were proofs of his worth and 
of their estimate of it. To give to those now living an idea of the af- 
fliction produced by his death, in the minds of all those who knew him, 
I liken it to that lately felt by themselves on the death of his eldest son, 
Peter Carr ; so like him in all his endowments and moral qualities, and 
whose recollection can never recur, without a deep drawn sigh from 
the bosom of every one who knew him." 

Extract from the Virginia Gazette of May 29, 1773. 

" On Sunday, the 16th of May, died, at Charlotteville, in the 30th 
year of his age, Dabney Carr, Esquire, attorney at law, and member 
of assembly for the county of Louisa. This excellent person possessed 
a fine genius, and a benevolent heart, with a taste for all that was po- 
lite, elegant, or social ; and when occasion offered^ displayed a mascu- 
hne eloquence, and an undaunted love of liberty." 



PATRICK HENRY. 109 

tide of the house sat the graceful Pendleton, and the harmo- 
nious Richard Henry Lee, whose aquiline nose and Roman 
profile struck me much more forcibly than that of Mr. Henry, 
his rival in eloquence. The distance from the gaBery to the 
chair, near which these distinguished members sat, did not 
permit me to have such a view of their features and counte- 
nances, as to leave a strong impression, except of Mr. Lee^s, 
whose profile was too remarkable not to have been noticed at 
an even greater distance. I was then between nineteen and 
twenty, had never heard a speech in public, except firom the 
pulpit — had attached to the idea I had formed of an orator 
all the advantages of person which Mr. Pendleton possessed, 
and even more — all the advantages of voice, which delighted 
me so much in the speeches of Mr. Lee — the fine polish of 
language, which that gentleman united with that harmoni- 
ous voice, so as to make me sometimes fancy, that I was lis- 
tening to some being inspired with more than mortal powers 
of embellishment, and all the advantages of gesture which 
the celebrated Demosthenes considered as the first, second, 
and third qualifications of an orator. I discovered neither of 
these qualifications in the appearance of Mr. Henry, or in the 
few remarks I heard him deliver during the session. It was at 
this time that Mr. Dabney Carr made a motion for appointing 
a standing committee of corespondence with the other colonies. 
I was not present when Mr. Henry spoke on this question; 
but was told by some of my fellow-collegians, that he far 
exceeded Mr. Lee, whose speech succeeded the next day. 
Never before had I heard what I thought oratory ; and if 
his speech was excelled by Mr. Henry's, the latter must have 
been excellent indeed. This was the only subject that I re- 
collect, which called forth the talents of the members during 
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that session, and there was too much unanimity to have 
elicited all the strength of any one of them." 

My correspondent had an opportunity of seeing Mr. Henry 
not long afterward, when speaking on a subject of the high- 
est moment to the liberties of his country, and of witnessing 
that almost supernatural transformation of appearance, which 
has been already noticed as being invariably wrought by the 
excitement of his genius. We shall have his own account 
of it by and by ; and shall see, that he no longer formed an 
exception to the voice of his country, in assigning the palm 
of popular eloquence to this niost rare and extraordinary fa- 
vourite of nature. 

It is not improbable, as it has been iBUggested, that the 
strongly marked distinction of ranks which prevailed in this 
country, and the resentment, if Hot envy, with which the 
poorer classes looked up to the splendour and ostentation of 
the landed aristocracy, had a considerable agency in infla- 
ming Mr. Henry's hostility to the British court. He proba- 
bly regarded the untitled liobles of Virginia^ as a sort of spu- 
rious emanation from the royal stock; connected them in bis 
resentments, and transferred from the eflfect to the cause the 
larger stream of his indignation. He had a rooted aversion 
and even abhorrence to every thing in the shape of pride, 
cruelty, and tyranny; and 6ould not tolerate that social in- 
equality from which they proceeded, and by which they were 
nourished. The principle which he seems to have brought 
with him into the world, and which certainly formed the 
guide of all his public actions, was, that the whole human 
race was one feraily, equal in their rights and their birth- 
right liberty. 

The element? of his character wet <6 most happily mingled 
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jfor the great struggle which was now coining on. His views 
were not less steady than they were bold. His vision pierced 
deeplyinto futurity; and long beforea whisper of independence 
had been beard in this land, he had Jooked through the 
whole of the approaching contest, and saw, with the eye and 
the rapture of a prophet, his country seated aloft among the 
nations of the earth. A striking proof of this prescience, is 
given in an anecdote communicated to me by Mr. Pope. 
These are his words: " I am informed by Col. John Over* 
ton, that before one drop of blood was shed in our contest 
with Great Britain, he was at Col. Samuel Overton's, in com 
pany with Mr. Henry, Col. Morris, John Hawkins, and Col 
Samuel Overton, when the last-mentioned gentleman asked 
Mr. Henry, * whether he supposed Great Britain would drive 
her colonies to extremities? And if she should, what he 
thought would be the issue of the war?' When-Mr. Henry, 
after looking round to see who were present, expressed him- 
self confidentially to the company in the following manner: 
*She loUl drive us to extremities— no accommodation mil 
take place — ^hostilities will soon commence — ^and a desperate 
and bloody touch it will be.' 'But,' said Col. Samuel Over- 
ton, ' do you think, Mr* Henry, that an infant nation as we 
are, without <£scipline, arms, ammunition, ships of war, or 
money to procure them — do you think it possible, thus cir- 
cmnstanced, to oppose successftdly the fleets and armies of 
Great Britain?' ' I will be candid with you,' replied Mr. Hen- 
ry, 'I doubt whether we shcUl be able, alone, to cope with 
so powerful a nation. But,' continued he, (rising from his 
chair witR great animation,) * where is France ? Where is 
Spain ? Where is Holland ? the natural enemies of Great 
Britain — Where will they be aU this while ? Do you suppose 
they will stand by, idle and indifferent spectators to the con- 
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test ? Will Louis the XYI. be asleep all this time? Believe 
me, no! When Louis the XVI. shall be satisfied by our 
serious opposition, and our Declaration of Indepetidencey 
that all prospect of reconciliation is gone, then, and not 
till then, will he furnish us with arms, ammunition, and 
clothing; and not with these only, but he will send his 
fleets and armies to fight our battles for us; he will form 
with us a treaty offensive and defensive, against our un- 
natural mother. Spain and Holland will join the con- 
federation! Our independence will be established! and 
we shall take our stand among the nations of the earth!' 
Here he ceased; and Col. John Overton says, he shall never 
forget the voice and prophetic manner with which these pre- 
dictions wore uttered, and which have been since so literally 
verified. Col. Overton says, at the word independence^ the 
company appeared to be startled; for they had never heard 
any thing of the kind before even suggested." 

It was anticipated, that the establishment of corresponding 
committees would lead eventually to a congress of the colo- 
nies, and that measure was brought about by the following 
circumstances. 

The people of Boston having thrown into the sea a vessel 
load of tea, which was attempted to be forced upon them, were 
punished by an act of parliament, which shut up their port 
firom and after the first day of June, 1774. The house of 
burgesses of Virginia being in session when this act arrived, 
passed an order, which stands upon their journal in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

« Tuesday, the 2Ath of May, 14 Geo. Ill 1774. 

" This house being deeply impressed with apprehension of 
the great dangers to be derived to Britislv. America; fi-om the 
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hostile invasioQ of the city of Boston, in our sister colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, whose commerce and harbour are, on the 
first day of June next, to be stopped by an armed force, deem 
it highly necessary that the said first day of June next be set 
apart by the members of this house, as a day of fasting, hu- 
miliation, and prayer, devoutly to implore the Divine inter- 
position for averting the heavy calamity which threatens 
destruction to our civil rights, and the evils of civil war ; to 
give us one heart and one mind, firmly to oppose, by all 
just and proper means, every injury to American rights ; 
and that the minds of his majesty and his parliament may 
be inspired from above with wisdom, moderation, and justice, 
to remove from the loyal people of America all cause of 
danger, from a continued pursuit of measures pregnant with 
their ruin. 

'^ Ordered, therefore, That the members of this house do 
attend in their places, at the hour of ten in the forenoon, on 
the said first day of June next, in order to proceed with the 
speaker and the mace to the church in this city, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid ; and that the reverend Mr. Price be appoint- 
ed to read prayers, and to preach a sermon suitable to the oc- 
casion." 

In consequence of this order, governor Dunmore, on the 
following day, dissolved the house, with this speech : 

^' Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the house of burgesses : 
I have in my hand a paper published by order of your house, 
conceived in such terms as reflect highly upon his majesty 
and the parliament of Great Britain, which makes it neces- 
sary to dissolve you, and you are dissolved accordingly." 

The members immediately withdrew to the Raleigh ta- 
vern, where they formed themselves into a committee to con- 
sider of the most expedient and necessary measures to guard 
P 
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against the encroachments which so glaringly threatened 
them ; and immediately adopted the following spirited asso- 
ciation. 

" An association, signed by 89 members of the late house 
of burgesses. We, hb majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the late representatives of the good people of this coun- 
try, having been deprived, by the sudden interposition of the 
executive part of this government, from giving our country- 
men the advice we wished to convey to them, in a legisla- 
tive capacity, find ourselves under the hard necessity of adopt- 
ing this, the only method we have left, of pointing out to 
our countrymen such measures as, in our (pinion, are best 
fitted to secure our dear rights and liberty from destruction, 
by the heavy hand of power now lifted against North Ame- 
rica. With much grief we find, that our dutiful applications 
to Great Britain for the security of our just, ancient, and con- 
stitutional rights, have been not only disregarded, but that a 
determined system is formed and pressed, for reducing the in- 
habitants of British America to slavery, by subjecting them 
to the payment of taxes, imposed without the consent of the 
people or their representatives; and that, in pursuit of this 
system, we find an act of the British parliament, lately passed, 
for stopping the harbour and commerce of the town of Bos- 
ton, in our sister colony of Massachusetts Bay, until the peo- 
ple there submit to the payment of such unconstitutional 
taxes ; and which act most violently and arbitrarily deprives 
them of their property, in wharves erected by private persons, 
at their own great and proper expense ; which act is, in our 
opinion, a most dangerous attempt to destroy the constitu- 
tional liberty and rights of all North America. It is further 
our opinion, that as tea, on its importation into America, is 
charged with a duty imposed by parliament, for the purpose 
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of raising a revenue without the consent of the people, it 
ought not to be used by any person who wishes well to the 
constitutional rights and hberties of British America. And 
whereas the India company have ungenerously attempted 
the ruin of America, by sending many ships loaded with tea 
into the colonies, thereby intending to fix a precedent in fa- 
vour of arbitrary taxation, we deem it highly proper, and do 
accordingly recommend it strongly to our countrymen, not to 
purchase or use any kind of East India commodity whatso- 
ever, except saltpetre and spices, until the grievances of 
America are redressed. We are further clearly of opinioil, 
that an attack made on one of our sister colonies, to compel 
submission to arbitrary taxes, is an attack made on all Bri- 
tish America, and threatens ruin to the rights of all, unless 
the united wisdom of the whole be appUed. And for this 
purpose it is recommended to the committee of correspon- 
dence, that they communicate xcith their several corres- 
ponding corh/miitees^onthe expediency of appointing de- 
puties from the several colonies of British America, to 
m,eet in general congress, at such place, annually, a^ 
shall be thought most convenient; there to deliberate on 
those general measures which the united interests of 
America may from time to time require. 

" A tender regard for the interest of our fellow-subjects, 
the merchants and manufacturers of Great Britain, prevents 
us from going further at this time; most earnestly hoping, 
that the unconstitutional principle of taxing the colonies, with- 
out their consent will not be persisted in, thereby to compel 
us, against our will, to avoid all commercial intercourse with 
Britain. Wishing them and our people free and happy, we are 
their affectionate friends, the late representatives of Virginia. 

" The 27th day of May, 1774." 
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To give effect to the recommendation of a congress on the 
part of this colony, delegates were shortly after elected by 
the several counties, to meet at Williamsburgh on the first 
of August following, to consider further of the state of pubhc 
affairs, and, more particularly, toappoint deputies to the gene*. 
ral congress, which was to be convened at Philadelphia, on 
the 5th of September following. The clear, firm, and ani- 
mated instructions given by the people of the several counties 
to their delegates, evince the thorough knowledge of the 
great parliamentary question which now pervaded the coun- 
try, and the determined spirit of the colonists to resist the 
claim of British taxation/ 

* TViefoUowing are the Instructions from the County of 

Hanover. 

TO JOHN SYME AND PATRICK HENRY, JUN. ESaUIRES. 

Gentlemen, 

You have our thanks for yow patriotic, faithful, and spirited conduct, 
in the part you acted in the late assembly, as our burgesses, and as we 
are greatly alarmed at the proceedings of the British parliament re- 
specting the town of Boston, and the province of Masss^chusetts Bay ; 
and as we imderstand a meeting of delegates from all the coimties in 
this colony is appointed to be in Williamsburg on the first day of next 
month, to deliberate on our public affeirs, we do hereby appoint you, 
gentlemen, our delegates ; and we do request you, then and there, to 
meet, consult, and advise, touching such matters as are most likely to 
effect our deliverance from the evils with which our country is threat- 
ened. 

The importance of those things which will offer themselves for your 
deliberation is exceedingly great ; and when it is considered that the 
effect of the measures you may adopj will reach our latest posterity, 
you will excuse us for giving you our sentiments, and pointing out 
some particulars, proper for that plan of conduct we wish you to observe. 

We are free men ; we have a right to be so; and to enjoy all the 
privileges and immunities of our fellow-subjects in England ; and while 
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On the first of August, accordingly, the first convention of 
Virginia delegates assembled in Williamsburg; and gave 
a new proof of the invincible energy by which they were 
actuated, in a series of resolutions, whereby they pledged 

we retain a just sense of that freedom, and those rights and privileges 
necessary for its safety and security, we shall never give up the right 
of taxation. Let it suffice lo say, once for all, we vnU never be taxed 
but by our ovm representatives: this is the great badge of freedom, 
and British America hath hitherto been distinguished by it ; and when 
we see the British parliament trampling upon that right, and acting 
with determined resolution to destroy it, we would wish to see the united 
wisdom and fortitude of America C/oUected for its defence. 

The sphere of lile in which we move hath not afforded us lights suf- 
ficient to determine with certainty, concerning those things from which 
the troubles at Boston originated. Whether the people there were 
warranted by justice, when they destroyed tlie tea, we know not ; but 
this we know, that the parliament, by their proceedings, have made 
us and all North America parties in the present dispute, and deeply 
interested in the event of it ; insomuch that if our sister colony of Mas- 
sachusetts Bay is enslaved, we cannot long remain free. 

Our minds are filled with anxiety when we view the friendly regards 
of our parent state turned into enmity ; and those powers of govern- 
ment, formerJy exerted for our aid and protection, formed into danger- 
ous efforts for our destruction. We read our intended doom in the 
Boston port bill, in that for altering the mode of trial in criminal cases, 
and finally in the bill for altering the form of government in the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay. These several acts are replete with injustice and op- 
pression, and strongly expressive of the future policy of Britain toward 
aU her colonies ; if a full and uncontrolled operation is given to this 
detestable system in its earlier stages, it will probably be fixed upon 
us for ever. 

Let it, therefore, be your great object to obtain a speedy repeat of 
those acts; and for this purpose we recommend the adoption of such 
measures as may produce the hearty union of all our countifymen and 
sister colonies. United we stand, divided we pall. 

To attain this wished-for union, we declare our readiness to sacrifice 
any lesser interest arising from a soil, climate, situation, or productions 
peculiar to us. 
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themselves to mak^coxomoQ oauae with the people of Bostou 
in ev^y extremity ; and broke off all commercial cooaexion 
with the mother country, until the grievances of which they 
complaiAed should be redressed. By their last resolution they 

We judge it conducive to the interesta of America, that a general 
congress of deputies from all the colonies be held, in order to Ibrm a 
pi8ui for guarding the claim of the colonists, and their constitutional 
rights, from future encroachment, and for the speedy relief of our suf- 
fering brethren at Boston. For the present, we think it proper to form 
a general association against the purchase of all articles of goods im- 
ported from Great Britain, except negroes' cloths, salt, saltpetre, pow- 
der, lead, utensils and implements for handy craftsmen and manufac- 
turers, which cannot be had in America ; books, paper, and the like 
necessaries ; and not to purchase any goods or merchandize that shall 
be imported from Great Bntain, after a certain day that may be agreed 
on for that purpose, by the said general meeting of deputies at Wil- 
Uamsburg, except the articles aforesaid, or such as shall be ailowed 
to be imported by the said meeting ; and that we will encourage the 
manufactures of America by every means in our power. A regard to 
justice hinders us at this time from withholding our exports ; nothing 
but the direct necessity shall induce us to adopt that proceeding, which 
we shall strive to avoid as long as possible. 

The African trade for slaves we consider as most dangerous to the* 
virtue and welfare of this country; we therefore most earnestly wish 
to see it totally discouraged. 

A steady loyalty to the kings of England has ever distinguished our 
country ; the present state of things here, as well as the many instances 
of it to be found in our history, leave no room to doubt it. God grant 
that we may never see the time when that loyalty shall be found in- 
compatible with the rights of freemen. Our most ardent desire is, that 
we and our latest posterity may continue to live under the genuine, 
unaltered constitution of England, and be subjects, in the true spirit of 
that constitution, to his majesty and his illustrious house ; and may the 
wretches who affirm that we desire the contrary, feel the punishment 
due to falsehood and villany. 

While prudence and moderation shall guide your .councils, we trust, 
gentlemen, that firmness, resolution, and zeal, will animate you in the 
glorious struggle. The arm of power, which is now stretched forth 
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empowered their moderaUxr, Mr. Peyton Randolph, or in case 
of his death, Robert C. Nicholas, Esquire, on any future oc- 
casion that might in his opinion require it, to convene the 
several delegates of the colony, at such time and place as he 
might judge proper. 

They then appointed as deputies to congress on the part 
of this colony, Messrs. Pfeyton Randolph, Richard H. Lee, 
George Washington, Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Benja- 
min Harrison, and Edmund' Pbndleton, and furnished them 
with the following firm andajpirited letter of instructions: 

" Instructions far the Deputies appointed to meet in 
General Congress, on the part of the Colony of Vir- 
giniaJ^ 

" The unhappy disputes between Great Britain and her 
American colonies, which began about the third year of the 
reign of his present majesty, and since continually increas- 
ing, have proceeded to lengths so dangerous and alarming, 
as to excite just apprehensions hi the minds of his majesty's 
faithful subjects of the colony, that they are in danger of 
being deprived of their natural, ancient, constitutional, and 
chartered lights, have compelled them to take the same into 
their moist serious consideration ; and being deprived of their 
usual and accustomed mode of making known their griev- 

against us, is indeed formidable ; but we do not despair. Our cause 

is good ; and if it is served with constancy and fidelity, it cannot fail 

of success. W(B promise you our best support, and we will heartily 

join in such measures as a majority of our countrymen shall adopt for 

securing the public liberty^ 

Resolved, That the above addrte be transmitted to the printers, io 

be published in the gazettes. 

WiLUAM PoLLARo, Clcrk. 
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ances, have appointed us their representatives, to consider 
what is proper to be done in this dangerous crisis of Ameri* 
can affairs. It being our opinion that the united wisdom of 
North America should be collected in a general congress of 
all the colonies, we have appointed the honourable Pe3rton 
Randolph, Esq. Richard Henry Lee, George Washington, 
Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and 
Edmund Pendleton, Esquires, deputies to represent this 
colony in the said congress, tp be held at Philadelphia on 
the first Monday in September next. And that they may 
be the better informed of our sentiments touchmg the con- 
duct we wisih them to observe on this unportant occasion, 
we desire that they will express, in the first place, our faith 
and true allegiance to his majesty, king George the third, 
our lawful and rightful sovereign ; and that we are deter- 
mined, with our lives and fortunes, to support him in the 
legal exercise of all his just rights and prerogatives. And, 
however misrepresented, we sincerely approve of a constitu- 
tional connexion with Great Britain, and wish most ardently 
a ret\irn of that intercourse of affection and commercial con- 
nexion that formei'ly united both countries ; which can only 
be effected by a removal of those causes of discontent which 
have of late unhappily divided us. 

^' It cannot admit of a doubt, but that British subjects in 
America are entitled to the same rights and privileges as 
their fellow-subjects possess in Britain ; and, therefore, that 
the power assmned by the British parliament to bind Ame- 
rica by their statutes, in all cases whatsoever, is unconstitu- 
tional, and the source of these unhappy differences. 

"The end of government would be defeated, by the 
British parliament exercising a power over the lives, the 
property, and the liberty of American subjects, who are not, 



PAT|IICK HENRY. 121 

and from their local circumstances cannot, be there repre- 
sented. Of this nature we consider the several acts of par- 
liament for raising a revenue in America, for extending the 
jurisdiction of the courts of admiralty, for seizing American 
subjects, and tranqx)rting them to Britain, to be tried for 
crimes committed in America, and the several late oppressive 
acts respecting the town of Boston, and province of Massa-. 
chusetts Bay. 

*' The original constitution of the An^erican colonies, pos- 
sessing their assemblies with the sole right of directing their 
internal pdity, it k absdutely destructive of the end of their 
ti)stitution, that their legislatures should be suspended, or 
prevented, by hasty dissolutions, from exercising their legis- 
lative powers. 

" Wanting the protection of Britain, we have long acqui- 
esced in their acts of navigation, restrictive of our commerce, 
which we consider as an ample recompense for such protec- 
tion; but as those acts derive their efficacy from that foun- 
daticm alone, we have reason to expect they trill be restraj/i- 
ed, so as to produce the reasonable purposes of Britain, and 
not be injurious to us. 

^'To obtain redress of these grievances, without which the 
people ojf America can neither be safe, free, nor happy, they 
are willing to undergo the great inconvenience that will be 
derived to them, from stopping all imports whatsoever from 
Great Britain, after the first day of November next, and 
also to cease exporting any coihmodity whatsoever to the 
same place, after the 10th day of August, 1776. The ear- 
nest desire we have to make as quick and full payment as 
possible of our debts to Great Britain, and to amd the heavy 
injury that would arise to this country from an earlier adop 
tioa of the non-exportati(^ plan, after the people have al 

a 
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ready applied bo much of their labour to the perfecting^ of 
the present crop, by which means they have been prevented 
from pursuing other methods of clothing and supporting 
their families, have rendered' it necessary to restrain you in 
this article of non-exportation; but it is our desire that you 
cordially coK»perate with our sister colonies in general con- 
gress, in such other just and proper methods as they, or the 
majoiity shall deem necessary for the accomplishment of 
these valuable ends. 

" The proclamation issued by general Gage, in the govern- 
ment of the province of the Massachusetts Bay, declaring 
it treason for the inhabitants of that province to assemble 
themselves to consider of their grievances, and form associa- 
tions for their common conduct on the occasion, and requir- 
ing the civil magistrates and officers to apprehend all such 
persons to be tried for their supposed offences, is the most 
alarming process that ever appeared in a British government ; 
the said general Gag<^ has thereby assumed and taken upon 
himself powers denied by the constitution to our legal sove- 
reign ; he not having condescended to disclose by what au- 
thority he exercises such extensive and unheard-of powers, 
we are at a loss to determine whether he intends to justify 
himself as the representative of the king ; or as the com- 
mander in chief of his majesty's fcsrccs in America. If he 
considers himself as acting in the character of his majesty's 
representative, we would remind him that the statute 25th 
Edward III. has expresaed and defined all treascmable of- 
fences, and that the legislature of Great Britain hath declared 
that no offence shall be construed to be treason, but such as 
is pointed out by that statute ; and that this was done to 
take out of the hands of tyrannical kings, and of weak and 
wicked ministers, that deadly weapon which constructive 
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treason had furnished them with, and which liad drawn the 
blood of the best and honestest men in the kingdom ; and 
that the king of Great Britain hath no right by his procla- 
mation to subject his people to imprisonment, pains, and 
penalties. 

^^That if the said general Gage conceives he is empow- 
ered to act in this manner, as the commander in chief of his 
majesty's forces in America, this odious and illegal procla- 
mation must be considered as a plain and full declaration 
that this despotic viceroy will be boimd by no law, nor re- 
gard the constitutional rights of his majesty's subjects, when- 
ever they interfere with the plan he has formed for oppress- 
ing the good people of the Massachusetts Bay; and, there- 
fore, that the executing, or attempting to execute, such pro- 
clamation, will justify resistance and reprisal." 

On the fourth of September, 1774, that venerable body, 
the old continental congress of the United States, (toward 
whom every American heart will bow with pious homage, 
while the name of Uberty shall be dear in our land) met for 
the first time at Carpenter's Hall, in the city of Philadelphia. 
Peyton Randolph, of Virginia, was chosen president, and the 
house was organized for business, with all the solemnities of 
a regular legislature.* 

* Sallust, in his second oration to C. Ceesar, De EepuUica Ordi^ 
nanda, gives a short and animated picture of their Roman ancestora, 
which, with the change of a single word, (libertate for imperio,) de- 
acribes ao happily our old oontinental ccmgress, that I am sure I shaU 
i?ratify the clasBical reader by its insertion. 

"Itaque, majores nostri, cum bellis asperimis premerentur, equie, 
viris, pecunia amissa, nunquam defessi sunt armati de Itbertaie con- 
tendere. Ncn inopia terarii, non vit hoatium, non adversa rea.Xn- 
gentem eorum animumsubegit: quem, quuB tirtute ceperant, nmtU 
cum anima retinerent, Atque ea, magis fortibus conniiis, quam b<»ujt 
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The mo0t eminent men of the various colonies were now, 
for the first time, brought together. They were known to 
each other by feme; but they were personally strangers. 
The meeting was awfully solemn. The objea which had 
called them together was of incalculable magnitude. The 
liberties of no less than three raittions of people, with that of 
ail thdr posterity, were staked on the wisdom and energy of 
their councils. No wonder, then, at the long and deep 
silence which is said to have followed upon their organiza- 
tion ; at the anxiety with which the members looked around 
iq)on each other ; and the reluctance which every individual 
felt to open a business so fearfully momentous. In the midst 
of this deep and death-like silence, and just when it was 
b^[inning to become painfully embarrassing, Mr. Henry arose 
slowly, as if borne down by the weight of the subject. Af- 
ter faltering, according to his habit, through a most impres- 
sive exordium, in which be merely echoed back the con* 
sciousness of every other heart, in deplmng his inabiMty to 
do justice to the occasion, he launched gradually into a re* 
cttal of the colonial wrongs. Rbing, as he advanced, with 
the grs^ndeur of his subject, and glowing at length with all 
the majesty and expectation of the occasicxi, his>sp6ech seem- 
ed more than that of mortal man. Even those who had 
heard him in all his glory, in the house of bui^esses of Yir- 
ginia, were astonished at the manner in which his talents 
seemed to swell and expand themselves, to fill the vaster 
theatre in which he was now {daced. There was no rant 
r— no rhapsody — no labour of the understanding — no strain- 



preliis, patrata sunt diiippe apud iUoa^ una re$pMica erat; ei 
eomukbofU; facHo, catOra hottes parabatur; corpus atque tiupe- 
nium, patricty nan 9ua, quiaque potentuB exercUabat?^ 
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ing of the voice — no confusioii of the iitterance. His coun- 
tenance was erect — his eye, steady — his action, noble—^his 
enunciation, clear and firm — ^his mind poised on its centre^r 
his views of his subject comprehensive and great — and his 
imagination corruscating with a magnificence and a variety, 
which struck^ven that assembly \(ath amazement and awe. 
He sat down amidst murmurs of astonishment and applause ; 
and as he had been before proclaimed the greatest or&Ux of 
Virginia, he was now, on every hand, admitted to be the first 
orator of America. 

He was followed by Mr. Richard Henry Leei who charm-r 
ed the house with a different kind of eloquence— chaste— r 
classical — beautiful — his polished periods rolling along with- 
out efforiy filling the ear with the most bewitching harmony, 
and delighting the mind with the most exquisite imagery. 
The cultivated graces of Mr.. Lee's rhetoric received and at 
the same time reflected beauty, by their contrast with the 
wild and grand effusions of Mr. Henry. Just as those noble 
monuments of art which he scattered through the celebrated 
landscape of Naples, at once adorn, and are in their turn 
adorned by the surrounding majesty of nature. 

Two models of eloquence, each so perfect in its kind, and 
30 finely contrasted, could not but fill the house with the 
highest admiration ; and as Mr. Henry had before been pro- 
nounced the Demosthenes, it was conceded on every hand, 
that Mr. Lee was the Cicero of America. 
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SECTION IV. 

It is due however to historic truth to record, that the 
•uperior powers of these great men were manifested only in 
debate. On the floor of the house, and during the first days 
of the session, while general grievances were the topic, they 
took the undisputed lead in the assembly, and were confess- 
edly, primi inter pares. But when called down fi:om the 
he^hts of declamation, to that severer test of intellectual ex- 
o^ence, the details of business^ they found themselves in a 
body of cool-headed, reflecting, and most able men, by whom 
they were, in their turn, completely thrown into the shade. 

A petition to the king, an address to the people of Great 
Britain, and a memorial to the people of British America, 
were agreed to be drawn. Mr. Lee, Mr. Henry, and others, 
were appointed for the first ; Mr. Le6, Mr. Livingston, and 
Mr. Jay, for the two last. The splendour of their debut oc- 
camoned Mr, Henry to be designated, by his committee, to 
draw the petition to the king, with which they were charged ; 
and Mr. Lee was charged with the address to the people 
of England. The last was first reported. On reading it, 
great disappointment was expressed in every countenance, 
and a dead silence ensued for some minutes. At length it 
was laid on the table, for perusal and consideration, till the 
next day : when first one member and then another arose, 



PATRICK HENRY. 127 

and paying some faint compliment to the composition, ob- 
served that there were still ceitain considerations not express- 
ed, which should jfHToperly find a place in it. The address 
was, therefore, committed for amendment ; and one pre- 
pared by Mr. Jay, and offered by governor Livingston, was 
reported and adopted, with scarcely an alterati(Hi. These 
facts are stated by a gentleman to whom they were commu- 
nicated by Mr. Pendleton and Mr. Harrison, of the Virginia 
delegation, (except that Mr. Harrison erroneously ascribed 
the draught to governor Livingston,) and to whom they were 
afterward confirmed by governor Livingston himself. Mr. 
Henry's draught of a petition to the king was equally unsuc- 
cessful, and was recommitted for amendment. Mr. John 
Dickinson (the author of the Farmer's Letters) was added 
to the committee, and a new draught prepared by him was 
adopted.*" 

This is one of those incidents in the Ufe of Mr. Henry to 
which an allusion was made in a former page, when it was 
observed, that notwithstanding the wonderful gifts which he 
had derived firom nature, be lived himself to deplore his early 
neglect of literature. But for this neglect, that imperishable 
trophy won by the pen of Mr. John Dickinscm would have 
been his ; and the fame of his genius, instead of resting on 
tradition, or the short-lived report of his present biographer, 

« 
* The late governor Tyler, a warm friend of Mr. Henry's! used to 
relate an anecdote in strict accordance with this statement: it was, 
that after these two gentlemen had made their fhst speeches, Mr. 
Chase, a delegate from Maryland, walked across the house to the seat 
of his colleague, and said to him, in an under voice—" We might as 
well go home ; we are not able to legislate with these men.' ' But that 
after the house came to descend to details, the same Mr. Chase was 
heard to remark, " Well, after all, I find these are but men— and in 
mere matters of business, but very common menP 
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would have flourished on the immortal page of the American 
history. 

It is a trite remark, that the talents for speaking and for 
writing eminently are very rarely found united in the same 
individual ; and the rarity of the occurrence has led to an 
(pinion, that those talents depend on constitutions of mind , 
so widely different, as to render their union almost wholly 
unattainable. This was not the opinion^ however, it is be- 
lieved, at Athens and at Rome : it calmot, I apprehend, be 
the opinion either in the united kingdom of Great Britain. 
There have been, indeed, in these countries distinguished 
orators, who have not left behind them any proofe of their 
eminence in composition ; but neither have they left behind 
them any proofs of their failure in this respect : so that the 
conclusion of their incompetency i§j rather assumed than es- 
tablished. On the other hand, there have been, in all those 
countries, too many illustrious examples of the union of those 
talents, to justify the belief of their incongruity by any gene- 
ral law of nature. 

That there have been many eminent writers who,^ from 
physical defects, could never have become orators, is very 
certain: but is the converse of the proposition equally true? 
Was there ever an eminent orator who might not, by proper 
discipline, have become, also, a very eminent writer ? What 
are the essential qualities of the omtor ? Are they not judg- 
ment, invention, imagination, sensibility, taste, and expres- 
sion, or the command of strong and appropriate language ? 
If these be the qualities of the orator, it is very easy to un- 
derstand how they may be improved by the discipline of the 
closet ;* but not so easy to comprehend how they can pos- 

* Nulla enim res tfluitum ad dieeDdum proficit, quantum' scriptio.— 
Cio. Brut. xxir. 92. 
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nUy be injured by it Is there any danger that this discip- 
line will tame too much the fiery spirit, the enchanting wild- 
ness, and magnificent inegularity of the orator's genius? The 
example of Demosthenes alone is a sufficient answer to this 
question ; and the reader will, at once, recall numerous other 
examples, corroborative of the same ti;]uth, both in ailtient 
and modem times. The truth seems to be, that this rare 
union of talents results not from any incongruity in their 
nature, but from defective education, taking this word in its 
larger, Roman sense. If the genius of the orator has been 
properly trained in his youth to both pursuits, instead of be- 
ing injured, it will, I apprehend, be found to derive additional 
grace, beauty, and even sublimity, from the discipline. His 
flights will be at least as bold — ^they will be better sustained 
— and whether he chooses to descend in majestic circles, or 
to stoop on headl(NQg wing, his performance will not be the 
worse for having been taught to fly. 

For Mr. Henry and for the world, it happened unfortu- 
nately, that instead of the advantage of this Roman educa- 
tion, of which we have spoken, the years of his youth had 
been wasted in idleness. He had become celebrated as an 
orator before he had learned to compose ; and it is not there- 
fore wonderful, that when withdrawn from the kindling pre- 
sence of the crowd, he was called upon for the first time to 
take the pen, all the spirit and fiame of his genius wiere ex- 
tinguished.* 

* On this sabject, of the rare unioa of the talents of speaong: and 
writing in the same man, Cicero has a parallel between Galba and 
LflBliuB, which is not katjust than it is beautiful. Afler having spoken 
of Galba as one of those men oTgieat but iess'cultivated natural pow- 
ers, who were aliraid of lowering the fame of their ekxiuence by sub- 
mitting their writings to the world, be proceeds thus :— '' Qti«m (GaU 
R 
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But while, with reference to his own feme and the lasting 
benefits whuh he might have conferred on the wwld, we 

bam.)forttute vit noti ingenii solum, ted eliam animi, et naturali* 
quidam doior dicentem incendebat, effeddtatque, ut et indtata, et 
gtavia, e< vdtemena esael oratio : dein, cum otiotu* ttHvm prehen- 
derat, motutque omnit animi, tanquam venttu, hominem defecerat, 
JUuxBeebat oratio : quod iit.qui limatius dicendicongectanlur genus, 
aeddere turn toUt, propterea quod prudentia nunquam d^it ora- 
torem,quaiUeulene,eodemmodopo«aitetdieereeticnbtres ardor 
iinimi Tum temper adeat,i»que cum consedit, omnit iilavitet quasi 
Jlamma oratoris extinguitur. Sane igitur ab cauaam, videtur 
LiBlii mens spirare etiam in scriptis, GaiixE aulem, vit ocdditte." 
BRimra, Miv. 93. There ieema to have been a strong rewinblaDce 
between the structure of Oaiba's eloquence and charaeter, and thoee 
of Mr. Henrr. In their habit?, however, there waa tbia atriking dif- 
ference, that Galba's preparation for speaking waa always moet ela- 
borate; Mr. Henry's, generall/, none at all. Onthiebead.of Galba's 
anxious preparation, Cicero gives us a very interesting anecdote. 
LffiliuB, it seems, was engaged in a great cause, in which lie spoke 
with the peculiar elegance which always distinguiahod him ; but oca 
having succeeded in convincing his judges, the case waa atlioumed to 
another day, and a new argument was called for, Lsslius again ap- 
peared and mirpasaed bis former exertions, but with the same result, of 
another adjournment and a caU for re-argument. His cLenIs attended 
him to hie bouse on the rising of the court, expressed their gratitude 
in the strongest terms, and begged that be would not permit himself 
to be wearied into a deeeition of them. To this Lslius answered, that 
what he bad dime for the support of the cause, had, indeed, been dili- 
gently and aceuratety performed; bathe was satisfied that Mot cause 
could be better defended by the more bold and veheownt doquence of 
Oaiba. Oalba was accordingly applied to; but was, at first, startled 
at the idea of succeeding such an orator as Lnliua, in any cauee : more 
especially, on the short time for preparatioQ that was then allowed him. 
He yielded, however, to their importunities; and empk>}ted the whole 
of the intermediEUe day and the morning of that in which the coon 
g and annotating, with the help of his amanuen- 
' of court anived, his clients called for him, and 
ith that complexion and those eyes," says Cicero, 
led you to mppow that be had been engaged in 
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tament his want of literary discipline, it is not impossible that, 
for the times in which be Uved, and for the more immediate 
purpose of the American revolution, the pc^ular opinion may 
be correct* The people seem to have admired him the more 
for his want of discipline. " His genius," they say, " was 
unbroken, and too full of fire to bear the curb of composition. 
He delighted to swim the flood, to breast the torrent, and to 
scale the mountain : and supported as he was, in all public 
bodies, by masters of the pen, they insist, that it was even 
fortunate for the revolution, that his genius was left at large, 
to revel in all the wildness and boldness of nature ; that it 
enabled him to infuse, more successfully, his own intrepid 
spirit into the measures of the revolution ; that it rendered 
his courage more contagious, and enabled him to achieve, 
by a kind of happy rashness, what perhaps had been lost by 
a bettei' regulated mind." 

But to resume our narrative : congress arose in October, 
and Mr. Henry returned to his native county. Here, as was 
natural, he was surrounded by his neighbours, who were 
eager to heai* not only what had been done, but what kind 
of men had composed that illustrious body. He answered 
their inquiries with all his wonted kindness and candour ; 



pleading a cause, and not in studying it." Whence it appears that 
Galba was not less vehement and inflamed in meditating, than in the 
act of delivering a speech. His success was proportioned to hiis pre- 
paration. " In the midst of the greatest expectation, surrounded by a 
vast concourse of hearers, before Laelius himself, he plead the cause 
with 90 much force and so much power, that no part of his speech 
{passed without applause, and his clients were discharged, with the ap- 
probation ol every one." What an impression does this give us of the 
magnanimity of Lflelius, as well as the abilities of Galba i Mr. Henry 
would not have taken the trouble of Gralba's preparation ; but he would 
have gained the cause, if hiiman abilities could have gained it. 
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and having 1)eeii asked by one of them, ^^ whom he thmi^t 
the greatest man in congreaB," he replkd — ^^ If you speak of 
eloquence^ Mr. Rutledge of South Gandioa is by far vhe great* 
est oratw i but if you speak of soUd information and sound 
judgment, colonel Washington is, unquestionaUy, the greatest 
man on that flocnr." Such was the penetration winch, at 
that early period of Mr. Washington's life, could pierce through 
his retiring modesty and habitual reserve ; and estimate so 
correctly the unrivalled worth of his character. 

On Monday the 20th of March, 1775, the convention of 
delegates from the several counties and corporations of Vir- 
ginia, met for the second time. This assembly was held in 
the old church in the town of Richmond. Mr. Henry was 
a member of that body also. The reader will bear in mind 
the tone of the instructions given by the convention of the 
preceding year to their deputies in congress. He will remem- 
ber tliat, while they recite with great feeling the series of 
grievances under which the cobnies had laboured, and insist 
with firmness on their constitutional rights, they give, never- 
theless, the most explicit and solemn pledge of their ftdth and 
true allegiance to his majesty king George the HI. and^avow 
their determination to support him with their lives and for- 
tunes, in the legal exercise of all his just rights and prerc^- 
tives. He will remember, that these instructions contsun, 
also, an expression of their sincere approbation of a connexion 
with Great Britain, and their ardent wishes for a return of 
that friendly intercourse from which this country had deri- 
ved so much prosperity and happiness. These sentiments 
still influenced many of the leading members of the conven- 
tion of 1776. They could not part with the fond hope that 
those peacefrii days would again return which had shed so 
muoa light and vyarmth over the land ; and the report of the 
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king's gracious reception 6f the petition from congress tend- 
ed to cherish and foster that hope, and to render them averse 
to any measure of violence. But Mr. Henry saw things with 
a steadier eye and a deeper nisight. His judgment was 
too solid to be duped by appearances; and his heart too 
film and manly to be amused by false and flattering hopes. 
' He had long since readthetruecharacterofthe British court, 
and saw that no alternative remained for his country but 
abject submission or heroic resistance. It was not for a soul, 
like Henry's to hesitate between these courses. He had 
offered upon the altar of liberty no divided heart. The gulf 
of war which yawned before him was indeed fiery and fear- 
ful ; but he saw that the awful plunge was inevitable. The 
body of the convention, however, hesitated. They cast aiound 
"a longing, lingering look" on those flowery fields on which 
peace, and ease, and joy, were still sporting; and it 
required all the energies of a Mentor like Henry to push 
them from the precipice, and conduct them over the stormy 
sea of the revolution, to liberty and glory. 

The convention being formed and organized for business, 
proceeded, in the fust place, to express their unqualified ap- 
probation of the measures of congress, and to declare that 
they considered "this whole continent as under the highest 
obligations to that respectable body, for the wisdom of their 
counsels, and their unremitted endeavours to maintain and 
preserve inviolate the just rights and liberties of his majesty V 
dutiful and loyal subjects in America." 

They next resolve, that " the warmest thanks of the con- 
vention, and of all the inhabitants of this colony, were due, 
and that this just tribute of applause be presented to the 
worthy delegates, deputed by a former convention to repre- 
sent this colony in general congress, for their cheerful under- 

12 
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taking and fiuthfiil discharge of the very important trust re- 
posed in them." 

The morning, of the 23d of March was opened, by read- 
ing a petition and memorial from the assembly of Jamaica 
to the king's most excellent majesty : whereupon it was 
'* resolved, that the unfeigned thanks and most grateful 
acknowledgments of the convention be presented to that 
very respectable assembly, for the exceeding generous and 
affectionate part they have so nobly taken, in the unhappy 
contest between Great Britain and her colonies ; and for 
their truly patriotic endeavours to fix the just claims of the 
colonists upon the most permanent constitutional principles : 
— that the assembly be assured, that it is the most ardent 
wish of this colony (and they were persuaded of the whole 
continent of North America) to see a speedy retmn of those 
halcyon days, when we lived a free and happy people." 

These proceedings were not adapted to the taste of Mr. 
Henry ; on the contrary, they were " gall and wormwood" 
to him. The house required to be wrought up to a bolder 
tone. He rose, therefore, and moved the following manly 
rcvsolutions : 

'• Resolved, That a well regulated militia, composed of 
gentlemen and yeomen, is the natural strength and only se- 
curity of a free government ; that such a militia in this co- 
lony would for ever render it unnecessary for the mother 
country to keep among us, for the purpose of our defence, 
any standing army of mercenary soldiers, always subver- 
sive of the quiet, and dangerous to the liberties of the people, 
and would obviate the pretext of taxing us for theii* support 

^' That the establishment of such a militia is, at this time, 
peculiarly necessaiy, by the state of our laws, for the protec- 
tion and defence of the country, some of which are already 
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expired, and others will shortly be so : and that the known 
remissness of government in calling us together in l^sla- 
tive capacity, renders it too insecure, in this time of danger 
and distress, to rely that opportunity will be given of renew- 
ing them, in general assembly, or making any provision 
to secure our inestimable rights and liberties^ from those 
further violations with which they are threatened. 

" Reserved, therefore. That this colony be immediately 
put into a state of defence, and that 
be a committee to prepare a plan for imbodying, armr 
ing, and disciplining such a number of m^n, as may be 
sufficient for that purposeJ^ 

The alarm which such a proposition must have given to 
those who had contemplated no resistance of a character 
more serious than petition, non-importation, and passive for- 
titude, and who still hung with suppliant tenderness on the 
skirts of Britain, will be readily conceived by the reflecting 
reader. The shock was painful. It was almost general. 
The resolutions were opposed as not only rash in policy, but 
as harsh and well nigh impious in point of feeling. Some 
of the warmest patriots of the convention opposed them. 
Richard Bland, Benjanun Harrison, and Edmund Pendle- 
ton, who had so lately drunk of the fountain of patriotism 
in the continential congress, and Robert G. Nicholas, one of 
the best as well as ablest men and patriots in the state, re- 
sisted them with all their influence and abilities. 

They mged the late gracious reception of the congres- 
sional petition by the throne. They insisted that national 
comity, and much more filial respect, demanded the exercise 
of a more dignified patience. That 'the S3rmpatbies of the 
parent country were now on our side. That the friends of 
American liberty in parliament were stiU with us, and had. 
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as yet, had no cause to blush for our indiscretion. That the 
manufau^turing interests of Great Britian, aheady smarting 
under the effects of our non-importation, co-operated power- 
fully toward our relief. That the sovereign himself had 
relented, and showed that he looked upon our sufferings with 
an eye of pity. " Was this a moment," they asked, "to dis- 
gust our friends, to extinguish all the conspiring sympathies 
which were working in our favour, to turn their friendship 
into hatred, their pity into revenge ? And what was there, 
they asked, in the situation of the colony, to tempt us to 
this? Were we a great military people? Were we ready 
for war ? Where were our stores — where were our arms — 
where our soldiers — ^where our generals — where our money, 
the sinews of war ? They were nowhere to be found. In 
truth, we were poor — ^we were naked — we were defenceless. 
And yet we talk of assuming the front of war ! of assuming 
it, too, against a nation, one of the most foimidable in the 
world ! A nation ready and armed at all points ! Her na- 
vies riding triumphant in every sea; her armies never march- 
ing but to certain victory ! What was to be the issue of the 
struggle we were called upon to court ? What couM be the 
issue, in the comparative circumstances of the two countries, 
but to yield up this country an easy prey to Great Britain, 
<and to convert the illegitimate right which the British par- 
liament now claimed, into a firm and indubitable right, hy 
conquest ? The measure might be brave ; but it was ihe 
bravery of madmen. It had no pretension to the character 
of prudence ; and as Uttle to the grace of genuine courage. 
It would be time enough to resort to measures of despair^ 
vfhexk every well-founded hope had entirely vanished." 

To this strong view of the subject, supported a^ it was by 
the lAubbcNm fact of the weIl>known helpless condition of 
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the colony, the opponents of those resolutions superadded 
every topic of persuasion which belonged to the cause. 

"The strength and lustre which we derived from our 
connexion with Great Britain — ^the domestic comforts which 
we had drawn from the same source, and whose value we 
were now able to estimate by their loss — ^that ray of recon- 
ciliation which was dawning upon us from the east, and 
which promised so fair and happy a day : — ^with this they 
contrasted the clouds and storms which the measure now 
proposed was so well calculated to raise — and in -which we 
should not have even the poor consolation of being pitied by 
the worid, since we should have so needlessly and' rashly 
drawn them upon ourselves." 

These arguments and topics of persuasion were so well jus- 
tified by the appearance of things, and were .moreover so 
entirely in unison with that love of ease and quiet which is 
natural to man, and that disposition to hope for happier times, 
even under the most forbidding circumstances, that an ordi- 
nary man, in Mr. Henry's situation, would have been glad to 
compound with the displeasure of the house, by being per- 
mitted to withdraw his resolutions in silence. 

Not so Mr. Henry. His was a spirit fitted to raise the 
whirlwind, as well as to ride in and direct it. His was that 
comprehensive view, that unerring prescience, that perfect 
command over the actions of men, which qualified him not 
merely to guide, but ahnost to create the destinies of nations. 

He rose at this time with a majesty unusual to him in 
an exordium, and with all that self-possession by which he 
was so invariably distinguished. "No man," he said, 
"thought more highly than he did of the patriotism, as well 
as abilities, of the very worthy gentlemen who had just ad- 
dressed the house. But different men often saw the same 
S 12* 
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subject ia diflferent l^hts; and, therefpre, he hoped it woidd 
not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemen, if, entertain- 
ing as he did, opinions of a character v^y opposite to theirs, 
he should speak forth his sentiments freely, and without re- 
serve. This," he said, ** was no time for ceremony. The 
question before the house was one of awful moment to this 
country. For his own part, he considered it as nothing less 
than a que^ion of freedom or slavery. And in proportion to 
the magnitude of the subject, ought to be the freedom of tlie 
debate. It was only in thfa way that they could hope to ar- 
rive at truth, and fulfil the great responsibility which they 
held to God and their country. Should he keep back his 
opinions at such a time, through fear of giving offence, he 
should consider himself as guilty of treason toward his coun- 
try, and of an act of disloyalty toward the majesty of Heaven, 
which he revered above all earthly kings." 

-' Mr. President," said he, " it is natural to man to indulge in 
the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against 
^ painful truth — and listen to the song of that siren, till she 
transforms us into beasts. Is this," he asked, '^ the part of 
wise men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for liberty ? 
Were w^e disposed to be of the number of those, who having 
eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not, the things which so 
nearly concern their temporal salvation? For his part, what- 
ever anguish of spirit it might cost, he was willing to know 
the whole truth ; to know the worst, and to provide for it." 
" He had," he said, " but one lamj) by which his feet were 
guided ; and that was the lamp of experience. He knew 
of no way of judging of the future but by the past. And 
judging by the past, he wished to know what there had 
been in the conduct of the British ministry for the last ten 
years, to justify those hopes with which gentlemen had 



PATBICK HENRT. 139 

been fdeased to solace themselves and the house ? Is it that 
insidious smile with which our petition has been btely re- 
ceived ? Trust it not, sir ; it will prove a snare to your feet. 
Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask 
yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition com- 
ports with those warlike preparations which cover our waters 
and darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary to a 
work of love and reconciliation ? Have we shown ourselves 
so unwilling to be reconciled, that force must be called in to 
win back our love? Let. us not deceive ourselves, sir. 
These are the implements of war and subjugation — the last 
arguments to which kings resort I ask gentlemen, sir, 
what means this martial array, if its purpose be not to force 
us to submission ? Can gentlemen assign any other possible 
motive for it ? Has Great Britain any enemy in this quar- 
ter of the world, to call for all this accumulation of navies 
and armies ? No, sir, she has none. They are meant for 
us : they can be meant for no other. They are sent over 
to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the British 
ministry have been so long forging. And what have we to 
oppose to them ? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been 
trying that for the last ten years. Have we any thing new 
to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have held the 
subject up in every light of which it is capable ; but it has 
been all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble 
supplication ? What terms shall we find, which have not 
been already exhausted ? Let us not, I beseech you, sir, 
deceive ourselves longer. Sir, we have done every thing 
that could be done, to avert the storm which is now coming 
on. We have petitioned — ^we have remonstrated — ^we have 
supplicated — we have prostrated ourselves before the throne, 
and have implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical 
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hands of the ministry and parliament. Our peiitiona have 
been slighted ; our remonstrances have produced additional 
vidience and insult ; our supplications have been disregard- 
ed .; and we have been spurned, with contempt, from the foot 
of the throne. In vain, after these things, may we indulge 
the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no 
longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free — ^if we 
mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for 
which we have been so long contending — if we mean not 
^ basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been 

so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never 
to abandon, until the glorious object of our contest shall be 
obtained— we must fight i — I repeat it, sir, we must fight ! ! 
An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts, is all that is 
left us !"* 

" They tell us, sir," continued Mr. Henry, " that we are 
weak — unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But 
when shall we be stronger ? Will it be the next week or 
the next yeai* ? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, 
and when a British guard shaQ be stationed in every house ? 
Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction ? Shall 
we acquire the means of effectual resistance by lying su- 



* " Imagine to yourself," says my correspondent, (judge Tucker,) 
" this sentence delivered with all the calm dignity of Cato of Utica— 
imagine to younaelf the Roman senate, assembled in the capitol, when 
it was entered by the profane Gauls, who, at first, were awed by their 
presence, as if they had entered an assembly of the gods !— imagine 
that you heard that Cato addressing such a senate— imagine that you 
saw the handwritmg on the wall of Belshazzar's palace— imagine 
you heard a voice as from heaven uttering the words, ' We must fight, ^ 
as the doom of fate, and you may have some idea of the speaker, the 
assembly to whom he addressed himself, and the auditory, of which I 
wa« one.'' 
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pinely on our backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of 
hope, until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? 
8ir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of those 
means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. 
Three millions of pe(^le, armed in the holy cause of liberty, 
and in such a country as that which we possess, are invin- 
cible by any force which our enemy can send against us. 
Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There 
is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations ; and 
who will raise up fiiends to fight our battles for us. The 
battle, sir, is not to the strong alone ; it is to the vigilant, the 
active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we 
were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from 
the contest. There is no retreat, but in submission and sla- 
very! Our chains are forged. Their clanking may be 
heard on the plains of Boston ! The war is inevitable — and 
let it come ! ! I repeat it, sir, let it come ! ! ! 

'^ It is vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may 
cry, peace, peace — ^but there is no peace. The war is actually 
begun ! The next gale that sweeps from the north will 
bring to our ears the clash of resounding aims ! Our bre- 
thren are already in the field ! Why stand we here idle ? 
What is it that gentlemen wish ? What would they have ? 
Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery ? Forbid it, Alniighty God ! — I 
know not what course others may take ; but as for me,'' 
cried he, with both his arms extended aloft, his brows knit, 
every feature marked with the resolute purpose of his soul, 
and his voice swelled to its boldest note of exclamation — 
" give me liberty, or give me death !" 

He took his seat. No murmur of applause was heard. The 
effect was too deep. After the trance of a mixnent, several 
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xnembeiB Btarted from their seats. The cry, <^to arms," 
seemed to quiver on every lip, and gleam from every eye ! 
Richard H. Lee arose and supported Mr. Henry, with his 
usual spirit and elegance. But his melody was lost amid the 
agitations of that ocean, which the master spirit of the storm 
had lifted up on high. That supernatural voice still sounded 
in their ears, and shivered along their arteries. They heard, 
in every pause, the cry of liberty or death. They became 
impatient of speech — their souls were on fire for action/ 

The resolutions were adopted ; and Patrick Henry, Rich- 
ard H. Lee, Robert C. Nicholas, Benjamin Harrison, Le- 
muel Riddick, George Washington, Adam Stevens, Andrew 

* Mr. Randolph, in his manuscript history, has given a most elo- 
quent and impressive account of this debate. Since these sheets were 
prepared for the press, and at the moment of their departure from the 
hands of the author, he has received from chief justice Marshall, a note 
in relation to the same debate, which he thinks too interesting to sup- 
press. It is the substance of a statement made to the chief j ustice (tlien 
an ardent youth, feeling a most enthusiastic admiration of eloquence, 
and panting for war) by his father, who was a member of this con- 
vention. Mr, Marshall, (the father,) after speaking of Mr. Henry's 
speech " as one of the most bold, vehement, and animated' pieces of 
eloquence that had ever been delivered," proceeded to state, that '' he 
was followed by Mr. Richard H. Lee, who took a most interesting view 
of our real situation. He stated the force which Britain could probably 
bring to bear upon us, and reviewed our resources and means of resist- 
ance. He stated the advantages and disadvantages of both parties, 
and drew from this statement auspicious inferences. But he concluded 
with saying, admitting the probable calculations to be against us, ' we 
are assured in holy writ that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle 
to the strong ; and if the language of genius may be added to inspirar 
tion, I will say with our immortal bard : 

' Thrice is he armed, who hath his quarrel just ! 
And he but naked, though locked up in steel, 
Whosr conscience with injustice is oppress'd !' ^ 
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Lewis, William Christian, Edmund Pendleton, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, and Isaac Zane, esquires, were appointed a conrniit- 
tee to prepare the plan called for by the last resolution/ 

The constitution of this committee proves, that in those 
days of genuine patriotism there existed a mutual and noble 
confidence, which deemed the opponents of a measure no 
less worthy than its friends to assist in its execution. A cor- 
respondentjt who bore himself a most distinguished part in 
our revolution, in speaking of the gentlemen whom I liave 
just named as having opposed Mr. Henry's resolutions, and 
of Mr. Wythe who acted with them, says — " these were ho- 
nest and able men, who had begun the opposition on the same 
grounds, but with a moderation more adapted to their age 
and experience. Subsequent events favoured the bolder spi- 
rits of Henry, the Lees, Pages, Mason, (fcc, with whom I 
went in all points. Sensible, however, of the importance of 
unanimity among our constituents, although we often wish- 
ed to have gone on faster, we slackened our pace, that our 
less ardent colleagues might keep up with us; and they, on 
their part, differing nothing from us in principle, quickened 
their gait somewhat beyond that which their prudence might, 
of itself, have advised, and thui^ consolidated the phalanx 

* Colonel Robert Carter Nicholas (although opposed like all the 
older patriots, from the considerations which have been stated in the 
text, to resistance at this particular point of time) was, neverthelesSj^one 
of the firmest supporters of the principles of the revolution. As soon, 
therefore, as the measure of resistance was carried, in order to give to 
it the greatest effect, he rose and moved to change the system ; and, 
instead of armiAg the militia, to raise ten thousand regulars for the 
war ; but the motion was overruled. Chief justice Marshall says-^" I 
have frequently heard my father speak of colonel Nicholas* motion, to 
raise ten thousand men lor the war." 

t Mr. Jefferson. 
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which breasted the power of Britain. By this harinony of the 
bold with the cautious, we advanced, with our constituents, 
in undivided mass, and with fewer examples of separation 
than perhaps existed in any other part, of the union." 

The plan for imbodying, arming, and disciplming the mi- 
Utia, proposed by the committee which has just been men- 
tioned, was received and adopted, and is in the following 
«^ terms : 

^ ^ " The committee propose that it be strongly recommended 

Jr to the colony, diligently to put in execution the militia law^ 
passed in the year 1738, entitled, 'An act for the better re- 
gulating of the militia,' which has become in force by the 
expiration of all subsequent ^ilitia laws. 

" The committee are further of opinion, that as, from the 
expiration of the above-mentioned laws, and various other 
causes, the legal and necessary disciplining the militia has 
been much neglected, and a proper provision of arms and 
ammunition has not been made, to the evident danger of the 
community, in case of invasion or insurrection: that it be 
recommended to the inhabitants of the several counties of 
this colony, that they form one or more volunteer companies 
of infantry and troops of horse in each county, and to be in 
constant training and readiness to act on any emergency. 

" That it be recommended particularly to the counties 
of Brunswick, Dinwiddie, Chesterfield, Henrico, Hanover, 
Spotsylvania, King George, and Stafford, and to all coun- 
ties below these, that, out of such of their volunteers, they 
form, each of them, one or mor^ troops of horse ; and to all 
the counties above these, it is recommended that they pay 
a more particular attention to forming a good infantry. 

" That each company of infemtry consist of sixty-eight, 
rank and file, to be commanded by one captain, two lieu- 
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tenants, one ensign, four sergeants, and four corporals ; and 
that they have a drummer, and be furnished with a drum 
and colours ; that every man be provided with a good rifle, 
if to be had, or otherwise with a common firelock, bayonet, 
and cartouch-box, and also with a tomahawk, one pound of 
gunpowder, and four pounds of ball at least, fitted to the bore 
of his gun; that he be clothed in a hunting-shirt, by-^ay pi 
uniform; and that he use all endeavour, as soon as posiriUe, ^ 
to become acquainted with the military exercise for iniantry, 
appointed to be used by his majesty in the year 1764. 

" That each troop of horse consist of thirty, exclusive 
of officers; that every horseman be provided with a good 
horse, bridle, saddle, with pistols and holsters, a carbine, 
or other short firelock, with a bucket, a cutting sword, 
or tomahawk, one pound of gunpowder, and four pounds 
of ball, at the least; and use the utmost diligence in training 
and accustoming his horse to stand the d^harge of fire-arms, 
and in making himself acquainted with the military exer- 
cise for cavalry. 

" That in order to make a further and more ample pro- 
vision of ammunition, it be recommended to the committees 
of the several counties, that they collect firom their consti- 
tuents, in such manner as shall be most agreeable to them, 
so much money as will be sufficient to purchase half a pound 
of gunpowder, one pound of lead, necessary flints and car- 
tridge-paper, for every titheable person in their county; that 
they immediately take effectual measures for the procuring 
such gunpowder, lead, flints, and cartridge-paper, and dis- 
pose thereof, when procured, in such place or places of safety 
as they may think best : and it is earnestly recommended to 
each individual to pay such proportion of the money neces- 
T 13 
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saiy for these purposes, as by the respective committees shall 
be judged requisite. 

^^That as it may happen that some counties, from their 
situation, may not be apprised of the most certain and speedy 
method of procuring the article before mentioned, one gene- 
ral committee should be appointed, whose buedness it should 
be, to procure for such counties as may make application to 
them, such articles, and so much thereof, as the moneys 
wherewith they shall furnish the said committee will pur- 
chase, after deducting the charges of transportation, and 
other necessary expenses." 

At the same session of the convention, I find that the alert 
and inquiring spirit of Mr. Henry laid hold of another in-^ 
stance of royal misrule. Governor Dunmore, it seems, by a 
recent proclamation, had declared) that his majesty had given 
orders for all vacant lands within this colony to be put up in 
lots at public sale ; and that the highest bidder for such lots 
should be the purchaser thereof, and should hold the same, 
subject to a reservation of one halfpenny per acre, by way of 
annual quit-rent, and of all mines of gold, silver, and pre- 
cious stones. These terms were deemed an innovation on 
the established usage of granting lands in this colony ; sud 
this sagacious politician saw in the proceeding, not only an 
usurpation of power, but a great subduction of the natural 
wealth of the colony, and the creation, moreover, of a sepa'^ 
rate band of tenants and retainers, devoted to the vilest mea- 
sures of the erown. With a view, therefore, to defeat this 
measure, he moved the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

^^ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inqmre> 
whether his -majesty may of right advance the terms of 



PATRICK HENRY. 147 

granting lands in this colony, and make report thereof to the 
next general assembly or convention ; and that in the. mean 
time it be recommended to all persons whatever, to forbear 
purchasing or accepting lands on the conditions before men- 
tioned." Of this committee he was of course the chairman ; 
and the other members were Richard Bland, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, Robert C. Nicholas, and Edmund Pendleton, es- 
quires. 

The convention having adopted a plan for the encourage- 
ment of arts and manufactmes in this colony, and re-appoint- 
ed their former deputies to the continental congress, with 
the substitution of Mr.' Jefferson for Mr. Peyton Randolph, 
in case of the non-attendance of the latter;* and having also 
provided for a re-election of delegates to the next convention, 
came to an adjournment.t 



* He was speaker of the house of burgesses, a call of which wsus ex- 
pected, and did accordingly take place. 

t It is curious to read in the file of papers from which the foregoing' 
' proceedings are extracted, and immediately following them, this pro- 
clamation of his excellency Lord Dunmore : — 

" Whereas, certain persons, styling themselves delegates of several 
of his majesty's colonies in America, have presumed, without his ma- 
jesty's authority or consent, to assemble together at Philarlelphia, in 
the months of September and October last, and have thought fit, among 
other unwarrantable proceedings, to resolve that it will be necessary 
that another congress should be held at the same place on the 10th of 
May next, unless redress of certain pretended grievemces be obtained 
before that time : and to recommend that all the cobnies of North 
America should choose deputies to attend such congress : / am covi- 
manded by tliekingy and I do accordingly issue thismy proolamatioHj 
to require all magistrates and other officers to use their utmost endea- 
vours to prevent any such eq)pointnient of deputies, and to exhort all 
persons whatever within this government to desist from such an un- 
it justifiable proceeding, so highly displeasing to his majesty." 



I 
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SECTION V. 

The storm of the revolution now began to thicken. The 
cloud of war had actually burst on the New-England states, 
while as yet the middle and southern colonies were in com- 

This proclamation was published while the convention was in session, 
and was obviously designed to have an effect on their proceedings. It 
paased by them, however, " as the idle wind which they regarded not" 
The age of proclamations was gone, and the glory of regal governors 
pretty nearly extinguished for ever. 

It ought not to be omitted, however, that this very convention passed 
resolutions complimentary to Lord Dunmore, and the troops which he 
had commanded in an expedition of the preceding year against the 
Indians : a compliment which, as we shall see, was afterward found 
to be unmerited. As the resolution in regard to Lord Dunmore does 
honour to the candour of the convention, and shows also how little 
personality there was in the contest, I take leave to subjoin it. 

" Resolved, unanimously^ That the most cordial thanks of the people 
of this cok)ny are a tribute justly due to our worthy governor. Lord Dun- 
morC) for his truly noble, wise, and spirited conduct, on the late expe- 
dition against our Indian enemy— a, conduct which at once evinces his 
excellency's attention to the true interests of this colony, and a zeal 
in the executive department which no dangers can divert, or difficuU 
lies hinder, from achieving the most important services to the people 
who have the happiness to live under his administration." 

Lord Dunmore was not a man of popular manners ; he had nothing, 
of the mildness, the purity, the benevolence and suavity of his prede- 
cessor. On the contrary, he is represented as having been rude and 
offensive ; coarse in his figure, his countenance, and his manners. Yet 
he received from the house of burgesses the most marked respect. 
Thus, in 1774, while the liberties of the colonies were bleeding at every 
pore, and while the house was smarting severely, under the recent 
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parative repoee. The calm, however, was deceitful, and of 
short duration ; and, so far as Virginia was concerned, had 
been occasioned rather by the cibsence of governor Dunmore 
on an Indian expedition, than any disposition on his part to 
favour the colony. His return to Williamsburg Was the 
signal for violence. 

It seems to have been a matter of concert among the co- 
lonial governors, if indeed the policy was not dictated by 
the British court, to disann the people of all the colonies at 
one and the same time, and thus incapacitate them for united 
resistance. 

To give effect to this measure, the export of powder from 
Great Britain was prohibited ; and an attempt was generally 
made about the same period to seize the powder and arms 
in the several provincial magazines. Gage, the successor of 
Hutchinson in the government of Massachusetts, set the ex- 
ample, by a seizure of the ammunition and military stores at 
Cambridge, and the powder in the magazines at Charles- 
town and other places. His example was followed by simi- 
lar attempts in other colonies to the north. And on Thurs- 
day, the 20th of April, 1775, captain Henry Collins, of the 
armed schooner Magdalen, then lying at Burwell's ferry, on 
James river, came up at the head of a body of marines, 
and, acting under the orders of Lord Dunmore, entered the 
city of Williamsburg in the dead of the night, and carried 
off from the public magazine about twenty barrels of pow- 
der, which he placed on board his schooner before the break ' 

news of the occtusionof the port of Boston, they paid to Lady Dunmore, 

who had just arrived at Williamsburg, the most cordial and eleganv 

attemions, congratulated his lordship on this increase to his domestic 

felicity; and even, after their abrupt dissolution, complimented the 

inhabitants of the palace with a splendid bail and entertainment, im 

honour of the arrival of the Countess Dunmore and her family. 

13* 
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of day. Clandestine as the movement had been, the alarm 
was given to the inhabitants early on the next morning. 
Their exasperation may be easily conceived. The town was 
in tumult. A considerable body of them flew to arms, with 
the determination to compel Capt. Collins to restore the pow- 
der. With much difficulty, however, they were restrained 
by the graver inhabitants of the town, and by the members 
of the common council, who assured them that proper mea- 
sures should be immediately used to produce a restoration of 
the powder, without the effusion of human blood. The coun- 
cil therefore met in their corporate character, and addressed 
the following letter to governor Dunmore. 
'^ To his excellency the Right Hon. John Earl of Dunmore, 
his majesty's lieutenant, governor-general, and com- 
mander in chief of the colony and dominion of Virginia : 
— The humble address of the mayor, recorder, aldermen 
and common council of the city of Williamsburg : 

" My Lord, 
" We, his majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the mayor, 
recorder, aldermen and common council of the city of Wil- 
liamsburg, in common hall assembled, humbly beg leave to 
represent to your excellency, that the inhabitants of this city 
were this morning exceedingly alarmed by a report that a 
large quantity of gunpowder was, in the preceding night, 
while they were sleeping in their beds, removed from the 
pubUc magazine in this city, and conveyed, under an escort 
of marines, on board one of his majesty's armed vessels lying 
at a ferry on James river. 

" We beg leave to represent to your excellency, that, as 
the magazine was erected at the public expense of this co- 
lony, and appropriated to the^afe keeping of such munition 
as should be there lodged, from time to time, for the protec- 
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lion and security of the country, by arming thereout such of 
the militia as might be necessary in cases of invasions and 
insurrections, they humbly conceive it to be the only proper 
repository to be resorted to in times of imminent danger. 

" We fiirther beg leave to inform your excellency, that 
from various reports at present prevailing in different parts 
of the country, we have too much reason to believe that some 
wicked and designing persons have instilled the most diabo- 
lical notions into the minds of our slaves ; and that, therefore, 
the utmost attention to our internal security is become the 
more necessary. 

" The circumstances of this city, my lord, we consider as 
peculiar and critical. The inhabitants, from the situation of 
the magazine in the midst of their city, have for a long tract 
of time, been exposed to all those dangers which have 
happened in many countries from explosions, and other ac- 
cidents. They have, from time to time, thought it incum- 
bent on them to guard the magazine. For their security 
they have, for some time past, judged it necessary to keep 
strong patrols on foot; in their present circumstances, then, 
to have the chief and necessary means of their defence re- 
moved, cannot but be extremely alarming. 

^' Considering ourselves as guardians of the dty, we 
therefore humbly desire to be informed by your excellency, 
upon what motives, and for what particular purpose, the 
powder has been carried off in such a manner ; and we ear- 
nestly entreat your excellency to order it to be immediately 
returned to the magazine." 

To which his excellency returned this verbal answer : 

^^ That hearing of an insurrection in a neighbouring coun- 
ty, he had removed the powder from the magazine, where 
he did not think it secure, to a place of perfect security ; and 



152 WIRPS LIFE OF 

that, upon his word and honour, whenever it was wanted 
on any insurrection, it should be delivered in half an hour; 
that 'he had removed it in the night time, to prevent any 
alarm, and that Captain Collins had his express commands 
for the part he had acted ; he was surprised to hear the 
people were under arms on this occasion, and that he should 
not think it prudent to put powder into their hands in such 
a situation." 

This conditional promise of the return of the powder, sup< 
ported by the influence of Mr. Peyton Randolph, Mr. Robert 
C. Nicholas, and other characters of weight, had the effect, 
it seems, of quieting the inhabitants for that day. On the 
succeeding night, however, a new alarm took place, on a re- 
port that a number of armed men had again landed from 
the Magdalen, about four miles below the city, with a view, 
it was presumed, of making another visit of nocturnal plun- 
der. The inhabitants again flew to arms ; but, "on the inter- 
position of the same eminent citizens, the ferment was allay- 
ed, and nothing more was done than to strengthen the usual 
patrol for the defence of the city. On the next day, Satur- 
day the 22d of April, when every thing was perfectly quiet. 
Lord Dunmore, with rather more heat than discretion, sent a 
message into the city, by one of the magistrates, and which 
his lordship had delivered with the most solemn assevera- 
tions, that if any insult were offered to Capt. Foy, (a Bri- 
tish captain residing at the palace as his secretary, and con- 
sidered to be the instigator of the governor to his violences) or 
to Capt. Collins, he ivotUd declare freedom to the slaves, 
and lay the town in ashes ; and he added, that he could 
ieasily depopulate the whole country. At this time both 
Capt. Foy and Collins were and had been continually walk- 
ing the streets, at their pleasure, without the slightest indi- 
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c«ti<m of disrespect The effect of a threat, so diabolically 
ferocious, directed towards a peo^e who had ever shown him 
and his family such enthusiastic marks of respect and atten- 
tion, and following so directly the plunder of the magazine, 
will be readily conceived. Yet it broke not out into any 
open act. His lordship remained unmolested even by a dis- 
respectful look. The augmented patrol was kept up ; but 
no defensive preparation was made by the inhabitants of 
the city. 

The transactions which were passing in the metropdis 
circulated through the country with a rapidity propoitioned 
to their interest, and with this farther aggravation, which 
was also true in point of fact, that in addition to the clandes- 
tine removal of the powder, the governor had caused the 
muskets in the magazine to be stripped of their locks. 

In the midst of the irritation excited by this intelligence, 
came the news of the bloody battles of Lexington and Con- 
cord, resulting from an attempt of the governor general 
Gage, to seize the military stores deposited at the latter place. 
The system of colonial subjugation was now apparent : the 
effect was instantaneous. The whole country flew to arms. 
The independent companies, formed in happier times for the 
purpose of military discipline, and under the immediate aus- 
pices of Lord Dunmore himself, raised the standard of hberty 
in every county. By the 27th of April, there was assembled 
at Fredericksburg upwards of seven hundred men weW 
armed and disciplined, ^' friends of constitutional Ubei'ty and 
America." Their march, however, was arrested by a letter 
from Mr. Peyton Randolph, in reply to an express, and re- 
ceived on the 29th, by which they were informed that the 
gentlemen of the city and neighbourhood of Williamsburg, 

had had full assurance from his exceUency, that the affair, of 
U 
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the powder should be accommodated, and advising that the 
gendemen of Fredericksburg should proceed no farther. 
On the receipt of this letter, a council was held of one hun- 
dred and two members, delegates of the provincial conven 
tion, and officers and special deputies of fourteen companies 
of light horse, then rendezvoused on the ground ; who, after 
the most spirited expression of their sentiments on the con- 
duct of the governor, and after giving a mutual pledge to 
be in readiness at a moment's warning, to re-assemble, and 
by force of arms to defend the laws, the liberty, and rights 
of this or any sister colony from unjust and wicked hivasion, 
advised the return of the several companies to their respec- 
tive homes ; and also ordered that expresses should be de- 
spatched to the troops assembled at the Bowling Green, and 
also to the companies from Frederick, Berkeley, Dunmore, 
and such other counties as were then on their, march, to re- 
turn them thanks for their cheerful offers of service, and to 
acquaint them with the determination then taken. By way 
of parody on the governor's conclusion of the proclamations, 
by which he was striving to keep down the spirit of the 
country, " God save the king," the council concluded their 
address with " God save the liberties of America." 

Mr. Henry, however, was not disposed to let this incident 
pass off so lightly. His was a mind that watched events 
with the coolness and sagacity of a veteran statesman. He 
kindled, indeed, in the universs^- indignation which the con 
duct of the governor was so well calculated to excite ; seeing 
clearly the inconvenience which the colony must experience 
in the approaching contest, from the loss of even that small 
store of ammunition. This, however, was a minor object in 
his esteem. What he deemed of much higher importance 
was, that that blow, which must be struck sooner or later, 
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should be struck ai once, before an overwhelming force 
should enter the colony ; that that habitual deference and 
sBbjection which the people were accustomed to feel toward 
the governor, as the representative of royalty, and which 
bound their spirits in a kind of torpid spell, should be dis- 
solved and dissipated; that the military resources of the 
country should be developed ; that the people might see and 
feel their strength by being brought out together ; that the 
revolution should be set in actual motion in the colony ; that 
the martial prowess of the country should be awakened, and 
the soldiery animated by that proud and resolute confidence, 
which a successful enterprise in the commencement of a 
contest never fails to inspire. These sentiments were then 
avowed by him to two confidential friends ;* to whom he 
farther declared that he considered the outrage on the maga- 
zine a most fortunate circumstance ; and as one which would 
rouse the people from north to south. " You may in vain 
talk to them," said he, " about the duties on tea, &c. These 
things will not affect them. They depend on principles 
too abstracted for their apprehension and feeling. But tell 
them of the robbery of the magazine, and that the next 
step will be to disarm them, you bring the subject home to 
their bosoms, and they will be ready to fly to arms to defend 
themselves.*' 

To make of this circumstance all the advantage which 
he contemplated, as soon as the intelligence reached him 
from WiDiamsburg, he sent express riders to the members of 
the Independent Company of Hanover, who were dispersed 
and resided in different parts of the country, requesting them 

* Coi. Richard Morfui and captain George Dabney ; on the autho- 
rity of Mr. Dabney. 
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to meet him in arms, at New Gastle» on the second of May, 
on business of the highest importance to American liberty. 
In order to give greater dignity and authority to the decisions 
of that meeting, he convoked to the same place the county 
committee. When assembled, he addressed them with all 
the powers of his eloquence ; laid oj^n the plan on which 
the British ministry had fallen to reduce the colonies to sub- 
jection, by robbing them of all the means of defending their 
rights ; spread before their eyes, in colours of vivid descrip- 
tion, the fields of Lexington and Concord, still floating with 
the blood of their countrymen, gloriously shed in the general 
cause ; showed them that the recent plunder of the magazine 
in Williamsburg was nothing more than a part of the gene- 
ral system of subjugation ; that the moment was now come 
in which they were called upon to dedde, whether they 
chose to live free, and hand down the noble inheritance to 
their children, or to become hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water to those lordlings, who were themsdv^s the tools of a 
corrupt and tyrannical ministry — he painted the country in 
a state of subjugation, and drew such pictures of wretched de- 
basement and abject vassalage, as filled their souls with hor- 
ror and indignation — on the other hand, he carried them, by 
the powers of his eloquence, to an eminence like Mount Pis- 
gah ; showed them the land of promise, which was to be 
won by their valour, under the support and guidance of hea- 
ven ; and sketched a vision of America, enjoying the smiles 
of liberty and peace, the rich productions of her agriculture 
waving on every field, her commerce whitening every sea, 
in tints so bright, so strong, so glowing, as set the souls of 
his hearers on fire. He had no doubt, he said, that that God, 
who in fcNrmer ages had hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he 
might show forth his power and glory in the redemption of 
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Ilis choflim peojjpfe) had, fan sbitilar pufposes, {mrmitted 1^ 
flagrant outrages wtttch had oecurred in WiUiamsburg, and 
thrcmghout the continent. It was for thein now to deC^r^ 
mine, whether they were worthy of this divine interference ; 
whether they would accept the high boon now held oai to 
them by heaven — that if they would, though it might lead 
them through a sea of Uood, they were to remember that the 
same God whose power divided the R^ Sea for. the deliver* 
ance of Israel, still reigned in all his glory, unchanged and 
unchangeable — ^was still the enemy of the oppressor, and the 
friend of the oppressed — that he would cover tbem from their 
enemies by a pillar of cloud by day, and guride their ftet 
through the night 'by a fSkix of fir&^-that for his own part» 
he was anxious that his native county should distinguiiAi 
itself in this grand career of liberty and glory, and snatch the 
noble prize which was now offered to their grasp — that no 
time was to be lost — that their enemies in this colony were 
now few and we6.k — that it would be easy for them, by a 
rapid and vigorous movement, to compel the restoration of 
the powder which had been carried off, or to make a reprisal 
on the king's revenues in the hands of the receiver-general, 
which would friirly balance the account — ^that the Hanover 
volunteers would thus have an opportunity of striking the 
ftrst blow in this colony, in the great cause of American liber- 
ty, and would cover themselves with never-fading laurels. 

These were heads of his harangue. I presyxne nol 
to give the cdouring. That was Mr. Henry's own, and be« 
yond the power of any man's imitation. The effect, howi 
ever, was equal to his wishes. The meeting was in a flame^ 
and a decision immediately taken, that the powder should be 
retrieved, or counterbalanced by a reprisal. 

Capt. Samudi Meredith, who had heretofore commanded 



Ibci bdepMdriU Coni(Mfny» mmgned hia comoimaa ia Mi, 
HtBry** fiivour, And U10 letter geotieraon was iminediatdlj 
iavwted with the cluef CQiiiiiiaQd of ^ 
Mr. Meredith accepted the cenunisaao <tf lieutenant ; and 
tbt present Got. Parke Gkodall was appointed the ena^n cl 
4ie company. Haraig received ordeni from the committee* 
eorrespondent with his own suggestions, Gapt Henry forth- 
with took up his line of march for Williamsburg. Ensign 
CSoodall was detachedi with a party of mxteen men, to cross 
Ae river into King William county, the residence of Richaid 
Gorbin, the king^s receiver-general ; to demand from him 
three hundred and thirty pounds, the estimated value of the 
powder ; and, in the event of his refusal, to make him a 
prisoner. He was ordered, in this case, to treat his person 
with all posuble respect and tenderness, and to bring him to 
DoDcastle's ordinaiy, about sixteen miles above Williams- 
burg, where the ensign was required, at all events, to rejoin 
ihe main Ixx]^. The detachment, in pursuance of their or- 
deiSi reached the residence of the receiver-geneiul some hourd 
liter bedtime, and a guard was stationed around the bouse 
unUl morning. About daybreak, however, the ladies of the 
Isuaftily made theur appearance, and gave to the commanding 
<^er of the detachment the firm and correct assurance, that 
CoL Gorbin was not at home ; but that the house, neverthe* 
less, was open to search, if it was the pleasure of the <^cer 
lo make it. The manner of the assurance, however, was 
too satisfactory to render thb necessary, and the detachment 
hastened to form the junction with the main body which 
had been ordeiedL 

In the mean time^ the march of this gallant corps, in axmh 
headed by a man of Mr. Henry's distinction, produced the 
m»t striking efiiwis in every quarter. Correqpondeiit com- 
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ponies started up on all sides;, and hastened to throw them-* 
selves under the banners of Henry. It is believed that fiv6 
thousand men, at least, were in arms, and were crossing the 
country to crowd around his standard, and suppoit it \vith 
their lives. The march was conducted in the most perfect 
order, and with the most scrupulous respect to tlie country 
through which they passed. The ranks of the royalists 
were filled with dismay. Lady Dunmore, with her family, 
retired to the Fowey man of war, then lying off the town of 
Little York. Even the patriots in Williamsburg were daunt- 
ed by the boldness, and, as they deemed it, the rashness of 
the enterprise. Messenger after messenger was despatched 
to meet Mr. Henry on the' way, and beg him to desist from 
his purpose, and discharge his men. It was in vain. He 
was inflexibly resolved fx> effect the purpose of his expedlti6n, 
or to perish in the attempt. The messengers were f herefaw 
deteiined, that they might not report his strength; and the 
nuurdi was conUnued with all possible celerity. The 0<H 
vemor issued a proclamation, in which he denounced iIm 
movement, and called upon the people of the country to i^ 
sist it. He could as easily have called '^ spirits from the vasty 
deep." He seems not to have idled much} himself, on the 
efficacy of his proclamation. The palace was therefore filMI 
with arms, and a detachment of marines ordered up fitim tho: 
Fowey. Before daybreak, on the morning of the 4th oC 
May, Captain Montague, the ocmunander of Chat ship, lai^ 
ed a party of men, with the Ibllowing letter, addressed to tba 
bonouraUa Thomas NaboOi the Pkesident of hb m^qeOyh^ 
council 
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" JFW^y, May iih^ 1775. 
"Sir, 

^ I have this morniog received certain informatioa that 
his excellency Lord Dunmore, Governor of Virginia^ is threat- 
ened with an attack at daybreak, this morning, at his palace 
in Williamsburg, and have thought proper to send a detach- 
ment from his majesty's ship under my command, to sup- 
port his excellency : therefore strongly pray you to make use 
of every endeavour to prevent the party from being molested 
and attacked, a3 in that coise I must be under a necessity to 
fire upon this town. From 

'^Geobge Montague." 

Lord Dunmore^ however, thought better of this subject, 
and caused Mr. Henry to be met at Doncastte's, about sun- 
rise on the same morning, with the receiver-general's bill of 
exchange, for the sum required. It was accepted as a satis- 
ftetbn for the powder^ and the following receipt was passed 
by BIr. Henry. 

« Doncartle's oidinary, New Kent, May 4, 1776, received 
iumi the Hon. Ricluird Corbki, Esq., his majjesty^s receiver- 
general, 330Z. as a compensation for the gunpowdter lately 
taken out of the public magazine by the Governor's orcler j 
which money I promise to convey to the Virgmia delegates 
at the genial congress, to be, under their direction, hid out 
in gunpowder for the edony's use, and to be stored as they 
shall direct, until the next colony convention, or general 
assembly; unless it shall be necessary, in the mean time, to 
use the same in the defence of this colony. It is agreed, that 
in case the next cmvention shall determine that any part of 
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tke 0aU BKmejr ought to be returned to hie loajeeiy'esaidreN 
oeirar-feiieral, that die same diell be done accordingly, 

^'PAxaicK Henrt, Jun.'' 

**Tert, 

" Samuel Meredith, 
Parke Goodall." 

The march of the marines from the Powey had, however, 
produced the most violent commotion both in York* and 
Williamsburg. Mr. Henry himself seemed to apprehend that 

• " The town of York being somewhat alarmed by a letter front 
Captain Montague, commarider of hn majesty's ship the Fowey, ad* 
dreesed to the Hon. Thomas Nelson, Esquire, president of his majesty's 
council in Virginia j and a copy of said letter being procured, amotion 
was made, that the copy should be laid before the committee, and conr 
sidered. The copy was read, and is as foUows ; 

* Foweyt May 4, vm* 
•Sir, 

* I have this morning received certain information that his excellency 
the Lord Dunmore, governor of Virginia, is threatened with an attack 
at daybreak this morning, at his palace in WilKamsburg, and have 
thought proper to send a detachment from his majesty's ship under my 
oommaad to support his excellency; therefore strongly pray you to 
make use of every endeavour to prevent the party from being molested 
and attacked, as in that case I must be under a necessity to fire upoa 

this town. From 

* George Montague.' 

' To the Hon. Thomas Nelson.' 

■ 

" The committee, together with Capt. Montague's letter takii^ into 
consideration the time of its being sent, which was too late to permit 
the president to use his influence, had the inhabitants been disposed 
to moLeat and aUack the detachment ; and furtlier considering that 
Col. Nelson, who, had this threat been carried into execution, must 
have been a principal sufferer, was at tliat very moment exerting his 
utmost endeavours in behalf of government, and the safety of his ex- 
cellency's person, unanimously come to the following resolutions : 

^' Resolvec^ That Capt Montague in threatening to fire upon a de- 
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the public treasury would be tbe next object of depredBAiaiiy: 
and that a pr^^xt would be sought fcr it io the reprisal 
which had just been made^ He therefore addressed^ from 
Ooncastle's, the following letter to Robert Carter NicholisiSy 
Esq., the treasurer of the colony. 

'^ May 4., 1775. 
« Sir, 

'< The affair of the powder iis now settled, so as to produce 
satisfiicdon to me, and I earnestly wish to the colony in gene- 
ral. The people here have it in charge from Hanover com- 
mittee^ to tender their service to you^ as a public officer, for 
the purpose of escorting the public treasury to any place in 
this colony, where the money would be judged more safe 
than in the city of Williamsburg. The reprisal now made 
by the Hanover volunteers, though accomplished in a maxi-< 
ner less liaUe to the imputation of violent extremity, may 
possibly be the cause of future injury to the treasury. If, 
therefore, you apprehend the least danger, a sufficient guard 
is at your service. I beg the return of the bearer may be 

fenceless town, in case of an attack upon the detachment, in which 
said town might not be concerned, has testified a spirit of cruelty un- 
precedented in the annalis of civilized times ; that, in his late notice to 
the president,, he has added insult to cruelty ; and that, considering tbe 
circumstances already mentioned, of one o£ the most considerable in- 
habitants of said town, he has discovered the most hellish principles 
that can actuate a human mind. 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of this town, 
and to the country in generah, that they do not entertain, or show any- 
other mark of civility to Capt. Montague, besides what common de- 
cency and absolute necessity require. 

" Resolved, That the clerk do transmit the above proceedings to the 
pubtic printers to be inserted in the Virginia gazettes. 

(A true copy.) 

" William Russell^ Clk. Conu* 
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instant, because the men wish to kn^w their destination; 
With great regard, I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

" Patrick Henry, Jun.** 

To this letter an answer was received from Mr. Nich6la% 
importing that he had no apprehension of the necessity, or 
propriety of the profibred service : and Mr. Henry \mder- 
standing, also, that the private citizens of Williamsburg were 
in a great measure quieted from their late fears for their per- 
sons and property, judged it pnqper to proceed no fiuther; 
Their expedition having been crowned with success, the 
volunteers returned in triumph to their respective homes. 
The committee of Hanover again met ; gave them their 
warmest thanks for the vigour and propriety with which they 
had conducted the enterprise ; and returned their acknow- 
ledgments, in suitable terms, to the many volunteers of the 
different counties, who joined and were marching, and ready 
to co-operate with the volunteer company of Hanover. 

Two days after the return of the volunteers, and when all 
was again quiet, the governor thundered the following ana- 
thema from the palace : 

'^ By his excellency, the Bight Hon. John Earl of Dun- 
more, his majestjr's lieutenant and governor-general of the 
colony and dominion of Yirginia, and vice-admiral of the 
same: 

"a proclamation. 

" Virginia, to wit : 

"Whereasjl have been informed,from undoubted authority^ 
that a^ certain Patrick Henry ^ of the county of Hanover, 
tuid a number of deluded followers, have taken up arms, 
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cboflen thdr oflkers) and styling theoiadyai an IndqpendMit 
Company, have marched out of their county, encamped| 
and put themselves in a postttre of war ; an^ have written 
and despatched letters to divers parts of the country, exci- 
ting the people to join in these outrageous end rebellious 
piBctioes, to the great terror of all his majestjr's iaithful sub- 
j«cto, and in open defiance of law and government; and have 

committed other acts of violence, particularly in extorting 
fiom his migesty's receiver-general the sum cf three hundred 
and thirty pounds, under pretence of re{dacing the powder I 
thought proper to order from the. magazine ; whence it un- 
deniaWy appears, that there fa no longer the i««t security &r 
the life or property of any man ; wherefore I have thought 
proper, with the advice of his majesty's council, and in his ma* 
jesty's name, to issue this my proclamation, strictly charging 
all persons upon their allegiance, not to aid, abet, or give 
countenance to the said Patrick Henry, or any other persons 
concerned in such unwarrantable combLoations; but, on the 
contrary, to oppose them and their designs by every means ^ 
which designs must otherwise inevitably involve the whole 
country in the most direful calamity, as they will call ix the 
vengeance of offended majesty, and the insulted laws, to be 
exerted here to vindicate the constitutional authority of go- 
vernment. 
. *^ Given under my hand and the seal of the colony, at 

Williamsburg, this 6th day of May, 1775, and in the^ 

15th year of his majesty's reign. 

"DUNMOBE." 

" God save the King." 

■ 

But Lord Dunmore's threats and denunciations had no: 
other effect than to render more conspicuous and more bo* 
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nourable the man who was the object of them. Mr. Hemy, 
who had been on the point of setting out for congress at the 
lime when he had been call^ o£f by the intelligence from 
Williamsburg, now resumed his journey, and was escorted 
in triumph by a lai'ge party of gentlemen, as far as Hooe's 
ferry on the Potomack. Messengers were sent after him 
from all directions, bearing the thanks and the applailses ol 
his assembled countrymen, for his recent enterprise'; and in 
such throngs did t&ese addresses come, that the necessity of 
halting to read and answer them converted a journey of one 
day into a triumph of many. Thus, the same man, whose 
gi^ius had in the year 1765 given the first political impulse 
to the revolution, had now the additional honom'of heading 
the first mSitary movement in Yirginia, in support of the 
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SECTION n , 

I CAimof learn that Mr. Henry disdngattbed laanKit 
peculiarly at this session of congress. The spirit of resistance 
was eiifficiently excited; and nothing r^maiiied but to orga- 
nize thai resistance, and lo plan and execute the detaib 
which were to gite it effect In business of dusaaliire, Mr* 
Henry, as we have seen, was not efficient, ft has been al- 
ready stated, that he was unsuccessful in compositxm, of 
which much was done, and eminendy done, at this se^on; 
and the lax habits of his early life had implanted in him an 
insuperable aversion to the drudgery of details. He could not 
endure confinement of any sort, nor the labour of close and 
solitary thinking. His habits were all social, and his mind 
delighted in unlimited range. His conclusions were never 
reached by an elaborate deduction of thought; he gained 
them as it were per sdUum; yet with a certainty not less 
in&Uible than that of the driest and severest logician. It 
is not wonderful, therefore, that he felt himself lost amid the 
(operations in which congress was now engaged; and that 
he enjoyed the relief which was afforded him, by a military 
appointment from his native state. It will be pn^r, how- 
ever, to explain particularly the proceedings which led to 
this incident in the life of Mr. Henry. 

ShcHtly after the affair of the gunpowder, Lord North's 
iMmciliatory proposition, popularly called the Olive Branch, 



iniftd in Asmritm. Heteafooy die ftivernor «f YiigbMt 
0dkd & tteetiag of the houie of hmgmam ; and m it tkk 
fHanel veve new couqilBldy oitery Lady Donineiie and ket 
fiuniij letamri from the Fovvjr to the paiace.* 

On Thursday, the first of June^ the general assendbljr^ woh 
eotding to the prodamation of Lord Punmore, met ac the 
capitel ia the city of WiUiaineburg. Hft addreaeed them 
idth grettt eajmestnew on the alarming ataite of the cdony ; 
Mid exhibited the cxmciUatXNry proponiion cf thd Britidi 
tniBiatryy as an adfance oa the part of the mother coontryi 
which it was the duty of tbe eobnista to meet with gratitudo 
and devodbn. The council answered hhn in a manner per* 

'*' If an estimate ma:r be fanned ftoai tbe neinqpaperB of tbe day, inlo 
wbicb the people seem to have poured their feelings without reserve, 
that lady was eminently a favourite in this colony. Her residence here 
had been short ; yet the exalted virtues which marked her character, 
and those domestic graces and attractions which shone with the more 
hiBtre by contrast with hki Iffl-dship, bad already endeared her to Iha 
people ; and would have consecrated her pecson, and those a£ her chil* 
dren, amid the wildest tumult to which this colony could possibly be 
excited. The people had been extremely wounded by her late de- 
paitnie for the Fowey : ^ey considered it as a measure of his lord- 
ship's^ and as an uDJust reflection both upon the judgment and geaeroo 
sity of the people of this country. They had told him intelligibly 
enough, that they had formed a much more correct estimate of her 
worth than he himself appeared to have done ; and that so far from 
her being insecure in the bosom of a people who thus admired, respeeted, 
and loved her, his kNrdship would have acted much more wisely to have 
kept her near his person, and covered himself under the sacred shield 
which sanctified her in the eyes of Virginiims. In proportion to tJieir 
regret and mortification at her departure, was the ardour of delight 
with whieb they hailed her return. A paragraph in Purdie% paper 
assured her, " that her amval at the poiace was to the great joy of the 
citizens of Williamsbui^ and of the people of the whole country, who 
bad the most unfeigned regard and af^tion for her ladyship, and 
wished her kog tb L'vie amongst them.* 
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tedj MdrfBdoiy ; bat befim he coaU noem die aofwor of 
dwhooBe ef biugeMefl, an ineident occunad, wluch drove 
hk kxdBUp pracipitalely fiom hu palaee, and teraimated ibr 
ever all friendly ralalkxns between himself and the people of 
Yirgida. 

It aeems, that during the late ferment produced by the 
removal <rf the powder, and while Mr. Henry was on hia 
moTch toward Wffliamsbarg, some of the inhaUtants of 
the town, to the great (^hnce of the graver citizens, had poe- 
sessed themselves of a few of the guns which still remained 
in the magazine. This step gave great displeasure as well 
as alarm to the governor ; and although the mayor and 
council, as well as all the more respectable inhabitants of 
the town, condemned it in terms as strong as his own, and 
sincerely united in the means which were used to recover 
the arms, yet his lordship continued to brood over it in secret, 
until, with the aid of the minions of the palace, he batched 
a scheme of low and cruel revenge, sufficient of itself to cover 
him with immortal infamy. It was on Monday night, the 
6th of Jime, that this scheme discovered itself. ''Last 
Monday night," says Purdie, ''an unfortunate accident hap- 
pened to two persons of this city, who, with a number of 
others, had assembled at the magazine, to furnish themselves 
with arms. Upon their entering the door, one of the guns, 
which had a spring to it, and was charged eight fingers deef 
with swan shot, went off, and lodged two balls in one of their 
shoulders, another entered at his wrist, and is not yet ex« 
tracted : the other person had one of his fingers shot off, and 
the next to it so much shattered as to render it usdess, by 
which sad misfortune he is deprived of the means of procu* 
ring a livelihood by his business. Spring gungf, it seems, were 
idaced at other parts of the magazine, of which the public 
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were totaUy ignaratit ; and certainly had any person lost 
hk life, the perpetrator or perpeU'ators of this diabolical in* 
vention might have been justly branded with the opprobri- 
ous title of murderers. O tempora ! O mores !" 

The indignation naturally excited by this piece of delibe* 
rate and barbarous treachery, which was at once traced to 
Lord Dunmore, was farther aggravated by a discovery that 
several barrels of powder had been buried in the magazine, 
with the purpose, it was reasonably conjectured, of being 
used as a mine, and thus producing still more fatal destruc- 
tion, when the occasion should offer. Early on the next morn- 
ing, liord Dunmore with his &mily, including captain Foy, 
fled from the palace to return to it no more, and took shelter 
on board the Fowey, from the vengeance which he knew 
he so justly deserved. No commotion, however, had ensued 
to justify his retreat. The people, indeed, were highly in- 
dignant, but they were silent and quiet. The suggestions 
of his lordship's conscience had alone produced his flight. 
He left behind him a message to the speaker and house of 
burgesses, in which he ascribed this movement to appre- 
hensions for his personal safety ; stated that he should fix 
his residence on board the Fowey ; that no interruption 
should be given to the sitting of the assembly ; that he 
should make the access to him easy and safe ; and thought 
it would be more agreeable to the house to send to him, from 
time to time, one or more of their members as occasion 
might requiie, tlian to put the whole body to the trouble of 
moving to be near him. 

On receiving this message, the house immediately resolved 
itself into k committee of the whole, and prepared an an- 
swer, in which they expressed their deep concern at the step 
which he had taken — assuring him that his apprehensions 
Y 15 



170 wmrs LIFE OP 

of pereonal danger were entirely unfounded ; regretting that 
he had not expressed them to the house previous to his de^ 
psuture, since, from their zeal and attachment to the preser- 
vation of order and good government, they should have judged 
it their indispensable duty to have endeavoured to lemove 
any cause of disquietude. They express the anxiety with 
which they contemplate the very disagreeable situation of 
his most amiable lady and her family, and assure him, that 
they should think themselves happy in being able to restore 
their perfect tranquillity, by removing all their fears. They 
regret his departure and the manner of it, as tending to keep 
up the great uneasiness which had of late so unhappily pre- 
vailed in this country; and declare that they will cheerfully 
concur in any measure that may be proposed, proper for the 
security of himself and his family ; they remind him how 
impracticable it will be to carry on the business of the session 
with any tolerable degree of propriety, or with that despatch 
which the advanced season of the year required, whilst his 
tordship was so far removed from them, and so inconve- 
niently situated; and conclude with entreating him, that he 
would be pleased to return with his lady and family to the 
palace, which, they say, they are persuaded will give the 
greatest satisfaction, and be the most likely means of quiet- 
ing the minds of the people. 

This communication was canied down to him by a depu- 
tation of two members of the council, and four of the house 
of bvirgesses ; and in reply to language so respectful, and as- 
surances so friendly and conciliatory, his lordship returned 
an answer in which he charged them with having sUghted 
his offers of respect and civility, with giving countenance to 
the violent and disorderly proceedings of the people, and 
with an usurpation of the executive power in ordering and 
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appointing guards to mount in the city of Williamsburg, 
with the view, as was pretended, to protect the magazine, 
but which might well be doubted, as there then remained 
nothing therein which required being guarded: he exhorts 
them to return within the pal6 of their constitutional power ; 
to redress the many grievances which existed ; to open the 
courts of justice ; to disarm the independent companies ; 
and what was not less essential, by their own example, and 
every means in their power, to abolish the spirit of persecu- 
tion which pursued, with menaces and acts of oppression, all 
his majesty's loyal and orderly subjects. For the accomplish- 
ment of which ends, he invited them to adjourn to the town 
of York, opposite to which the Powey lay, where he promi- 
sed to meet and remain with them till their business should 
be finished. But with respect to their entreaty that he would 
return to the palace, he represents to them that unless they 
closed in with the conciliatory proposition now offered to 
them by the British parliament, his return to Williamsburg 
would be as fiiiitless to the people, as possibly it might be 
dangerous to himself. So that he places the event of his 
returning, on their acceptance of Lord North's ofler of con- 
ciliation. 

The house of burgesses now took up that proposition; and 

having examined it in every light, with the utmost attention, 
they conclude with a firm and dignified rejection of it, and 
an appeal " to the even-handed justice of that Being who 
doth no wrong ; earnestly beseeching him to illuminate the 
councils, and prosper the endeavours, of those to whom 
America had confided her hopes, that, through their wise 
direction, we may again see reunited the blessings of liberty 
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and prosperity, and the most permanent hannony with Great 

Britain."* 

A correspondence on another topic was now opened be- 
tween the council and burgesses, and the governor Dunmore. 
The former addressed him with a request, that he would 
order a large parcel of arms which he had left in the palace 
to be removed to the public magazine, a pleu^e of greater 
safety. This he peremptorily refused ; and ordered that those. 
Arms, belonging to the kingy should not be touched without 
his express permission. In their reply, they say, that the axms 
may in some sort be considered as belonging to the king, 
as the supreme head of the government, and that they were 
properly under his lordship's direction ; yet, they humbly 
conceived, that they were originally provided, and had been 
preserved, for the use of the country in cases of emergency. 
The palace, they say, had indeed been hitherto much re- 
spected, but not so much out of regard to the building, as the 
resideiv:e of his majesty's representative. Had his lordship 
thougVi: fit to remain there, they would have had no apprc; 
hensions of danger ; but considering these arms at present as 
exposed to his lordship's servants, and every rude invader^ 
the security derived from his lordship's presence could not 
now be relied on. They, therefore, again entreat him to 
order the removal of the arms to the magazine. They then 
proceed to state, that they cafnnot decline representing to 
him, that the important business of the assembly had been 
much impeded by his excellency's removal from the palace — 
that this step had deprived them of that free and necessary 

* This vigorous and eloquent production is from the same pen which 
drew the declaration of American Indepcndenee. 
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access to his lordship, to which they were entitled by the con- 
stitution of the country — ^that there were several bills' of the 
last importance to the country now ready to be presented to 
his excellency for his assent. They complain of the incon- 
venience to which they had been put in sending their mem- 
bers twelve miles to wait on his excellency, on board of one 
of his majesty's ships of war, to present their addresses — they 
state that they think it would be highly improper, and too 
great a departure from the constitutional an^ accustomed 
mode of transacting business, to meet his excellency at any 
other place than the capitol, to present such bills as were 
ready for his signature — and, therefore, beseech him to re- 
turn for this purpose. 

To all this he gave a very short answer ; that, as to the 
arms, he had already declared his intention, and conceived 
they were meddling with a subject which did not belong to 
them ; he desired to know whom they designed by the term 
rude invader; that the disorders in Williamsburg and other 
parts of the country, had driven him from the palace ; and 
that, if any inconvenience had arisen to the assembly on the^ 
account, he was not chargeable with it ; that they had not 
been deprived of any necessary or free access to him ; that 
the constitution undoubtedly vested him with the power of 
calling the assembly to any place in the colony, which ex- 
igency might require; that not having been made acquainted 
with the whole proceedings of the assembly, he knew of no 
bills of importance, which, if he were inclined to risk his 
person again among the people, the assembly had to present 
to him, nor whether they were such as he could assent to. 

In the course of their correspondence he required the 
house to attend him on board the Fowey, for the purpose of 

15* 
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obtaining his edgn&ture to the bills ; and some of the mem- 
bers, to prevent an actual dissolution of the government, and 
to give effect to the many necessary bills winch they had 
passed, proposed to yield to this extraordinary requisition. 
The project, however, was exploded by a member's rising 
in his place, and relating the fable of the sick lion and tho. 
fox. 

The governor having thus virtually abdicated his office, 
the government was, in effect, dissolved. The house here- 
upon resolved, " That his Lordship's message, requiring the 
house to attend him on board one of his majesty's ships of 
war, is a high breach of the rights and privileges of this 
house." "That the uiureasonable delays thrown into the 
proceedings of this house by the governor, and his evasive 
answers to the sincere and decent addresses of the represen- 
tatives of the people, give us great reason to fear, that a dan- 
gerous attack may be meditated against the unhappy people 
of this colony." " It is, therefore, our opinion, they say, that 
they prepare for the preservation of their property, and their 
inestimable rights and libeities with the greatest care and at- 
tention." " That we do and will bear faith and true alle- 
giance to our most gracious sovereign, George the III. our 
only lawful and rightful king : That we will, at all times, 
to the utmost of our power, and at the risk of our Mves and 
properties, maintain and defend his government in this colo- 
ny, as founded on the established laws and principles of the 
constitution : That it is our most earnest desire to preserve 
and strengthen those bonds of amity, with all our fellow- 
subjects in Great Britain, which are so very essential to the 
prosperity and happiness of both countries." Having adopt- 
ed these resolutions without a dissenting voice, they adjourn- 
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ed themaeives to the 12th ot October following ; and the 
delegates were summoned to meet in convention at the town 
of Richmond, on the 17th of July.* 

Immediately on the adjournment of the house of burgesses, 
a very full meeting of the citizens of Williamsburg convened, 
on the call of Pe3rton Randolph, at the court-house in that 
city, <Ho consider of the exgiediency of stationing a number 
of men there fpr the public safety; as well to/tssist the citi- 
zens in their nightly watches, as to guard against any sur- 
prise from our enemies;" whereupon it was unanimously 
agreed (until the general convention should meet) to invite 
down from a number of counties, to the amount of two hun- 
dred and fifty men. Meanwhile, until they arrived, the 
neighbouring counties, they say, were kind enough to lend 
them their assistance. 

On the 29th of June, the Fowey ship, and Magdalen 
schooner, sailed from York; on board the latter went Lady 
Dunmore, and the rest of the Governor's family, bound for 
England ; and the colony was for a short time relieved by 
the report that the Fowey carried Lord Dunmore and Cap- 
tain Foy on a visit to General Gage, at Boston. This re- 
port, however, was unfounded. The Fowey merely escorted 
the Magdalen to the Capes, and then returned again to her 
moorings, before York. The Otter sloop of war, commanded 
by Captain Squire, thereupon fell down to the mouth of York 

* On this oecaedon, Richard H. Lee, standing with two of the bur- 
gesses in the^ porch of the capitol, inscribed with his pencil on a pillar 
of the capitol, these prophetic lines, from Shakspeare: 

" When shall we three meet again ? 
In thunder, lightning, and in rain ; 
When the harly-buriy's done, 
When the batUew latt andwan.^ 
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river, with the intention of cruising along the coast, and seiz- 
ing all provision vessels; and soon became distinguished at 
least for the malignity of her attempts. The Fowey was re- 
lieved by the ship Mercury, of 24 guns, John Macartney, 
commander, and departed for Boston, carrying with her the 
now obnoxious Captain Foy. The governor's domestics left 
the palace, and removed to his farm at Montibello, about six 
miles below Williamsburg ; and the governor himself fixed 
his station at the town of Portsmouth. In this posture of 
things, on Monday, the 24th of July, 1775, the colonial con- 
vention met at the city of Richmond. 

The proceedhigs of this convention were marked by a 
character of great decision and vigour. One of their first 
measures was an ordinance for raising and imbodying a 
sufficient force for the defence and protection of this colony. 
By this ordinance it was provided, that two regiments of re- 
gulars, to consist of one thousand and twenty privates, rank 
and file, should be forthwith raised and taken into the pay 
of the colony; and a competent regular force was also pro- 
vided for the protection of the western frontier. The whole 
colony was divided into sixteen military districts; with a 
provision, that a regiment of six hundred and eighty men, 
rank and file, should be raised on the eastern shore district, 
and a battahon of five hundred in each of the others ; to be 
forthwith armed, trained, furnished with all military accou- 
trements, and ready to march at a minute's warning. 

A committee, called the committee of safety, was also 
organized, with functions and powers analogous to those of 
the executive department, and apparently designed to supply 
the vacancy occasioned. by the governor's abdication of that, 
branch of the government. 

The convention now proceeded to the appointment of 
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officers to command the regular forces. The lofty stand 
which Mr. Henry had taken in the American cause, his in> 
creasing popularity, and the prompt and ^ei^tic movement 
which he had made in the affair of the gunpowder, brought 
him strongly before the view of the house ; and he was elect- 
ed the colonelof the first regiment, and the commander of 
all the farees raised^ and to he raised^ for the defence of 
the colony. Mr. William Woodford, who is said to have 
distinguished himself in the French and Indian war, was 
appointed to the command of the second regiment. 

The place of rendezvous for the troops was the city of 
Williamsburg. Mr. Henry was at his post on the 20th of 
September, examining the grounds adjacent to the city, for 
the purpose of selecting an encampment; and the place 
chosen was at the back of William and Mary college. The 
troops were recruited and poured in with wonderful rapidity. 
The papers of the day teem with the annunciation of com- 
pany after company, both regulars and mioute men, with 
the highest encomiums on the appearance and spirit of the 
troops ; and had the purpose been offensive war. Col. Henry 
was soon in a situation to have annihilated any force that 
Lord Dunmore could at that time have arrayed against 
him. But there was, in truth, something extremely singular 
and embarrassing in the situation of the parties in regard to 
each other. It was not war, nor was it peace. The very 
ordinance by which these troops were raised, was filled with 
professions of allegiance and fidelity to George the III. — pro- 
fessions whose sincerity there is the less reason to doubt, be- 
cause they are confined to the exercise of his constitutional 
powers, and stand connected with an expression of their firm 
determination to resist any attempt on the liberties of the 
country. The only intelligible purpose, therefore, for which 
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these troope were raised, was a preparation for defence ; and 
for defence against an attempt to enforce the parliamentary 
taxes upon this colony. With respect to Lord Dunmore, he 
was indeed considered as having abandoned the duties of his 
office : yet still he was regarded as the governor of Virginia ; 
and there seems to have been no disposition to offer violence 
to his person. 

Dunmore, on his part, considered the colony as in a state 
of open and general rebellion ; not merely designing to resist 
an attempt to enforce upon them an obnoxious tax, but to sub- 
vert the regal government wholly and entirely; and had his 
power been equal to his wishes, there is no reason to doubt 
that he would have disarmed the colony, and hung up, 
without ceremony, the leaders of this traitorous revolt, as he 
affected to consider it. His impotence, however, and the 
aversion of the colonists to act otherwise than defensively, 
produced a suspense full of the most painful anxiety. 

In the mean time, Capt. Squire, commander of his ma- 
jesty's sloop the Otter, had been labouring throughout the 
summer with some success, to change the defensive attitjade 
of the colony. He was engaged in cruising continually in 
James and York rivers, plundering the defenceless shores, 
and carrying off the slaves, wherever seduction or force could 
place them in his power. These piratical excursions had 
wrought up the citizens who were not in arms to a very 
high pitch of resentment ; and an accident soon gave them 
an opportunity of partial reprisal, which they did not fail to 
seize. On the 2d of September, the captain, sailing in a ten- 
der, on a marauding expedition from James to York river, 
' was encountered by a violent tempest, and his tender was 
driven on shore, upon Back river, near Hampton. It was 
night, and the storm still raging : — ^the captain and his men. 
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distrusting (unjustly, as it would seem from the papers) the 
hospitality of the inhabitants, made their escape through the 
woods ; the vessel was on the next day discovered and burnt 
by the people of the neighbourhood. In consequence of this 
act, the captain addressed the following letter to the committee 
of the town of Hampton : 

" Otter sloopj Norfolk river, Sept 10, 1775. 
" Gentlemen, 
^^ Whereas, a sloop tender, manned and armed in his ma- 
jesty's service, was, on Saturday the 2d instant, in a violent 
gale of wind, cast on shore in Back river, Elizabeth county, 
having on board the under-mentioned king's stores, which 
the inhabitants of Hampton thought proper to seize : I am 
therefore to desire, that the king's sloop, with all the stores 
belonging to her, be immediately returned ; or the people of 
Hampton, who committed the outrage, must be answerable 
for the consequences. I am, gentlemen, your humble ser- 
vant, 

" Matthew SauiRE." 

This letter, with a catalogue of the stores, having been 
communicated to the committee of Williamsburg, and by 
them having been laid before the commanding officer of the 
volunteers of that place, major James Innes, at the head of a 
hundred men, who courted the enterprise, flew to Hampton to 
repel the threatened invasion. Squire, however, satisfied 
himself for the present, by Mling down to Hampton road, 
where he seized the passage boats, with the negroes in them, 
by way of reprisal, as he alleged, for the stores, &c. taken 
out of his tender when driven ashore in the late storm ; 
" which boats and negroes,'^ adds Purdie's paper of the day. 
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"it is likely he inteDids taking into the A:t9^^ service, tcs&nd 
out a-pirating for hogSi fowls, &c A very pretty occupation 
for the captain of one of his majesty's ships of war." The 
next paper announces the movements of Squire by a para-* 
graph, which I extract verbatimj as showing, in an amusing 
light, the spirit of the times, and as Camden says, " the plain 
and jolly mirth of our ancestors," even in the midst of mis- 
fortunes. " We hear that the renowned captain Squire, of 
his majesty's sloop Otter, is gone up the bay for Baltimore in 
Maryland ; on his old trade, it is to be presumed, of negro- 
catching, pillaging the farms and plantations of their stock 
and poultry, and other illustrious actions, highly becoming 
a Squire in the king's navy. Some say, his errand was to 
watcti for a quantity of gunpowder intended for this colony ;. 
but that valuable is now safdy landed where he dare not 
come to smeU it^ 

The same paper contains the following answer from the 
committee of Hampton to Squire's letter : 

"To Matthew Squire, Esq. commander of his majesty's Wp 

Otter, lying in Hampton roads. 

^^ HoMpttnij September 16, 1775. 
" Sir, 

" Yours of the 10th instant, directed to the committee of 
the town of Hampton, reciting, that a sloop tender on his 
majesty's service was, on the 2d instant, cast on shore near 
this place, having on board some of the king's stores, which 
you say were seized by the inhabitants, and demanding an 
immediate return of the same, or that the people of Hamp- 
ton must answer the consequences of such outrage, was this 
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day laid before them, who knowing the above recital to be 
injurious and untrue, think proper here to mendcMi the facts 
relative to this matter. The sloop, we apprehend, was not 
in his majesty's service, as we are well assured that you were 
on a pillaging or pleasuring party ; and although it gives us 
pain to use indelicate expressions, yet the treatment received 
from you calls for a state of the facts, in the simple lan- 
guage of truth, however harsh it may sound. To your own 
heart we appeal for the candour with which we have stated 
them — ^to that heart which drove you into the woods in the 
most tempestuous weather, in one of the darkest nights, to 
avoid the much injured and innocent inhabitants of this 
county, who had never threatened or ill used you — and who 
would at that time have received you, we are assured, with 
humanity and civility, had you made yourself and situation 
known to them. Neither the vessel nor stores were seized by 
the inhabitants of Hampton ; the gunner, one Mr. Gray — 
and the pilot, one Mr. Ruth — who were employed by you 
on this party, are men, we hope, who will still assert the truth. 
From them divers of our members were informed, that the 
vessel and stores, together with a good seine (which you, 
without cause, so hastily deserted) were given up as irreco- 
verably lost, by the officers, and some of the proprietors, to 
one Finn, near whose house you were drove on shore, as 
a reward for his entertaining you, &c. with respect and de- 
cency. 

" The threats of a person whose conduct hath evinced 
that he was not only capable, but desirous of doing us, in 
our then defenceless state, the greatest injustice, we confess, 
were somewhat alarming ; but with the greatest pleasure 
we can inform you, our apprehensions are now removed. 

" Although we know that we cannot legally be called to 
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account for that whidh you are pleased to style an outrage, 
and notwithstanding we have hitherto, by you, been treated 
with iniquity, we will, as &r as in our power lies, do you 
right upon just and equitable terms. 

" First We, on behalf of the community, require from 
you the restitution of a certain Joseph Harris, the property 
of a gentleman of our town, and all (Aher our slaves whom 
you may have on board ; which said Harris, as well as other 
slaves, hath been long harboured, and often employed, with 
your knowledge, (as appeared to us by the confession of 
Ruth and others, and is well known to all your men,) in 
pillaging us, under cover of night, of our sheep and other 
live stock. 

^^ Secondly. We require that you will send on shore all 
boats, with their hands, and every other thing you have de- 
tained on this occasion. 

'^ And lastly^. That you shall not, by your own arbitrary 
Dtuthority, undertake to insult, molest, interrupt,' or detain, 
the persons or property of any one passing to and from this 
town, as you have frequently done for some time past 

" Upon complying with those requisitions, we will endea- 
vour to procure every article left on oar shore, and shall be 
ready to deliver them to your pilot and gunner, of whose 
good behaviour we have had some proofe. We are, &c. 

" The Committee of Elizabeth CUy, county ^ 

and town of HamptonP 

In the mean time Squire's threat against Hampton was 
not an empty one, as is proven by the following account of 
the attempt to execute it : the article is extracted from a siq»- 
plement to Purdie^s paper of October 27th, 1775. 



PATRICK HENRY. |33 

'< After Lord Dunniore, with his troops and the navy, had 
been for several weeks seizing the persons and property of his 
majesty's peaceable subjects in this colony — on Wednesday 
night last, a party from an armed tender landed near Hamp- 
ton, and took away a valuable negro slave and a sail from 
the owner. Next morning there appeared off the mouth of 
Hampton river, a large armed schooner, a sloop, and three 
tenders, with soldiers on board, and a message was received 
at Hampton from Captain Squire, on board the schooner, 
that he would that day land and bum the town; on which 
a company of regulars, and a company of minute men,* who 
had been placed there in consequence of former threats de- 
nounced against that place, made the best disposition to pre< 
vent their landing, aided by a body of militia who were sud- 
denly called together on the occasion. The enemy accord- 
ingly attempted to land, but were retarded by some boats 
sunk across the channel for that purpose. Upon this they 
fired several small cannon at the provincials without any 
effect, who in return discharged their small arms so effec- 
tually, as to make the enemy move off, with the loss of 
several men, as it is believed. But they had in the mean 
time burnt down a house belonging to Mr. Cooper, on the 
river. On intelligence of this reaching Williamsburg, about 
nine o'clock at night, a company of riflemen was despatched 
to the aid of Hampt<m, and the colonel of the 2d regiment 
sent to take the command of the whole ; who, with the 



* Captain George Nicholas commanded the regulars, and captain 
Lyne the minute men ; captain Nicholas, therefore, as being in the 
refi^iiar service, had the command of the whole in the first skirmish. 
This gentleman was the eldest son of colonel Robert C. Nicholas ; and 
on the return of peace became highly distingiiished both as a politician, 
and lawyer. 
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company, arrived about eight o'clock next morning. The 
enemy had in the night cut through the boats sunk, and 
made a passage for their vessels, which were drawn close 
up to the town, and began to fire upon it soon after the ar- 
rival of the party from Williamsburg; but as soon as our men 
were so disposed as to give them a few shot, they went off 
so hastily that our people took a small tender, with five white 
men, a woman, and two slaves, six swivels, -seven muskets, 
some small arms, a sword, pistols, and other things, and se- 
veral papers belonging to Lieutenant Wright, who made liis 
escape by jumping overboard^and swimming away with 
Mr. King's man, who are on shore, and a pursuit it is hoped 
may overtake them. There were two of the men in the 
vessel mortally wounded ; one is since dead, and the other 
near his end. Besides which, we are informed, nine were 
seen to be thrown overboard from one of the vessels. We 
have not a man even wounded. The vessels went over to 
Norfolk, and we are informed the whole force from thence is 
intended to visit Hampton this day. If they should, we hope 
our brave troops are prepared for them; as we can with 
pleasure assure the public, that every part of them behaved 
with spirit and bravery, and are wishing for another skir- 
mish." 

The next paper contains the following card to Captain 
Squire, which is inserted merely as another specimen of the 
character of the times : 

" Williamsburg, November 3d. 
'* The riflemen and soldiers of Hampton desire their compli- 
ments to Captain Squire and his squadron, and wish to know 
how they approve the recention they met with last Fridav. 
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Should he incliae to renew his visit, they will be glad to see 
him ; otheiwise, in point of complaiBance, they will be under 
the necessity of returning the visit. If he cannot find the 
ear that was cut off, they h(^ he will wear a wig to bide 
the mark; for perhaps it may not li^ necessary that aU 
should know chafwe had effected that which the laws ought 
to have done." 

In the mean time Lord Dunmore, with a motley band of 
tories, negroes, and recruits from St. Augustine's, was "cat- 
ting such fantastic capers" in the country roimd about Nor- 
folk, as made it necessary to crush him or drive him from the 
state. With this view, the committee of safety (who, by their 
constitution, were authorized to direct all mihtary move- 
ments) detached colonel Woodford at the head of about eight 
hundred men, to cross James river at Sandy Point, and go in 
pursuit of his lordship. Colonel Henry himself had been anx- 
ious for this service, and is said to have solicited it in vain, 
But the committee of safety* seem to have distrusted too 
much his want of military experience, to confide to him so 
important an enterprise. The disgust which Mr. Henry had 

* The committee of safety was composed of the following gentle- 
men: Edmund Pendleton, George Mason, hon. John Page, Richard 
Bland, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Paul Garrington, Dudley Digges, Wil- 
liam Cabell, Carter Braxton, James Mercer, and John Tabb, esgoirea. 

The clause of the ordinance of convention which authorized this 
committee to direct all military movements, is the following : 

" And whereas it may be necessary for the public security, that the 
foivea to be raised by virtue of this ordinance should, as occasion may 
require, be marched to different parts of the colony, and that the offi- 
eers should be subject to a proper control, Be it ordained by the au 
thority afareaaidf That the officers and soldiers under such command* 
■hall in all things, not otherwise particularly provided for by this ordi-^- 
namee, and the articles established for their regulation, be under thet 
•ontroi, and subject to the onder of the general conunitteQ of safety."^ 
2A 



J86 WIRT'S LIFE OP 

conceived at this palpable reflection on his military capacity, 
was increased by cdonel Woodford's refusal to acknowledge 
his superiority in command. This gentleman, after his 
departure from Willian^burg on the expedition against Dun- 
more, considered himself as no longer under Mr. Henry's 
authority ; and consequently addressed all his communica- 
tions to the convention when in session, and when not so, 
to the committee of safety. On the 6th December, 1776, 
Mr. Henry sent an express to Col. Woodford, with the fol- 
lowing letter : 

'*0n Virginia service. 

"To William Woodford, Esq. Colonel of the second regiment 

of the Virginia forces. 

" Head-QriarterSj Dec. 6^ 1775. 
« Sir, 

" Not hearing of any despatch from you for a long time^ 
I can no longer forbear sending to know your situation, and 
what has occurred. Every one, as well as myself, k vastly 
anxious to hear how all stands with you. In case you think 
any thing could be done to aid and forward the enterprise 
you have in hand, please to vmte it. But I wish to know 
your situation, particularly with that of the enemy, that the 
whole may be laid before the convention now here. The 
number and designs of the enemy, as you have collected it, 
might open some prospects to us, that might enable us to 
form some diversion in your favour. The bearer has orders 
to lose no time, and return with all possible haste. I am. 
Sir, your most humble servant, 

" P. Henry, jun." 

^* P. S. Captain Alexander's company is not yet come. 
" Col. Woodford." 
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To this letter, on the next day, he received the following 
answer from Gol. Woodford : 

''Great Bridge, 7th Dec. 1775. 
" Sir, 

" I received yours per express ; in answer to which 
must inform you, that, understanding you were out of town, 
I have not written you before last Monday, by the return of 
the honourable the convention's express, when I referred 
you to my letter to them for every particular respecting mine 
and the enemy's situation. I wrote them again yesterday 
and this morning, which no doubt they will communicate to 
you, as commanding officer of the troops at Williamsburg. 
When joined, I shall always esteem myself immediately un- 
der your command, and will obey accordingly ; but when 
sent to command a separate and distinct body of troops, under 
the immediate instructions of the committee of safety — ^when- 
ever that body or the honourable convention is sitting, I look 
upon it as my indispensable duty to address my intelligence 
to them, as the supreme power in this colony. If I judge 
wrong, I hope that honourable body will set me right. I would 
wish to keep up the greatest harmony between us, for the 
good of the cause we are engaged in ; but cannot bear to be 
supposed to have neglected my duty, when I have done 
every thing I conceived to be so. The enemy are strongly 
fortified on the other side the bridge, and a great number of 
negroes and tories with them ; my prisoners disagree as to 
the numbers. We are situate here in mud and mire, ex- 
posed to every hardship that can be conceived, but the want 
of provisions, of which our stock is but small, the men suf- 
fering for shoes ; and if ever soldiers deserved a second 
blanket in any service, they do in this ; our stock of ammu- 
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nition mudi reduced, no bullet moulds that were good for 
any thing sent to run up our lead, till those s&oi the other 
day by Mr. Page. If these necessaries and better arms had 
been furnished in time for this detachment, they might have 
prevented much trouble and great expense to this colony. 
Most of those arms I received the other day from Williams- 
burg are rather to be considered as lumber, than fit to be put 
in men's hands, in the face of an enemy : with much repair, 
some of them will do ; vdth those, and what I have taken 
from the enemy, hope to be better armed in a few days. I 
have written the convention, that it was my opinion, the 
greatest part of the first regiment ought immediately to 
march to the scene of action with some cannon, and a suj^ly 
of ammunition, and every other necessary for war that th6 
colony can -muster, that a stop may be put to the enemy's 
progress. As to the Carolina troops and cannon, they are by 
no means what I was made to expect : 60 of them are here, 
and 100 will be here to-morrow ; more, it is said, will follow 
in a few days, under Col. Howe ; badly armed, cannon not 
mounted, no furniture to them. How long these people will 
choose to stay, is impossible for me to say ; 99 in 100 of 
. these lower people rank tories. From all these informations, 
if you can make a diversion in my favour, it will be of ser- 
vice to the colony, and very acceptable tomyself and soldiers ; 
whom, if possible, I will endeavour to keep easy under their 
hard duty, but begin to doubt whether it will be the case 
long." 

In two days after the receipt of this letter, came the news 
of the victory of the Great Bridge, by which Col. Woodford 
at once threw into the shade the military pretensions of all 
the other state officers ; a circumstance not very well cal- 
culated to gild the pill of contumacy, which he had just pre- 
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sented to the commander in chief. The committee of safety 
had now a delicate part to act between these two officers ; 
they were extremely anxious to avoid the decision of the 
question which had arisen between them, seeing very dis- 
tinctly that their decision could not but disappoint very pain- 
fiilly that gentleman who was their favourite officer. They 
seem to have been apprehensive that Col. Woodford would 
be led, by that decision, to resign in disgust; and were justly 
alarmed at the idea of losing the services of so valuable an 
officer, especially after the distinction which he had recently 
gained at the Great Bridge. Mr. Henry, however, insisted 
that the committee or convention should determine the ques- 
tion, as being the only way to settle the construction of his 
commission. It was accordingly taken up, and decided by 
the following order of the committee. 

. " In coffimittee — December mdcclxxv. 

"Resolved, unanimously, that colonel Woodford, although 
acting upon a separate and detached command, ought to 
correspond with colonel Henry, and make returns to him at 
proper times of the state and condition of the forces under 
his command ; and also that he is subject to his orders, when 
the convention, or the committee of safety, is not sitting, but 
that while either of those bodies are sitting, he is to receive 
his orders from one of them." 

The address which was thought necessary in communi- 
cating this resolution to colonel Woodford, is a proof of the 
very high estimate in which he was held by the committee ; 
and the same evidence furnishes very decisive proof that co- 
lonel Henry had not owed his military appointment to the 
suffi'age of those members of the committee who maintained 



190 WIATS UFE OF 

the correflpondence. Thus, on the 13th of December, 1775^ 
a member of the convention addressed a letter to colonel 
Woodford, which seems to have been a preparative for the 
resolution of the committee, and is certainly suited, with great 
dexterity, to that object ; the writer, after some introductory 
observations, says, '^ Whether you are obUged to make your 
returns to colonel H — y, and to send your despatches through 
him to the convention and committee of safety, and also from 
those bodies through him to you, must depend upon the or- 
dinance and the commission he bears. You will observe 
his commission is strongly worded, beyond what I beUeve 
was the intention of the person who drew it* — but the ordi- 

* The committee appcnnted to draw up and report the formfi of com- 
misBions, for the officers of the troops to be raised by order of the con- 
vention of the summer of 1775, were, Mr. Banister, Mr. Lawson, Mr. 
Walkins, and Mr. Holt ; and on the 26th of August, 1775, Mr. Banister 
from this committee reported the following : — 

" Form qfa eommission for the colonel cf the first regiment, and 

commander of the regular forces, 

" The committee of safety for the colony of Virginia, to Patrick 
Henry, Esq. 

" Whereas, by a resolution of the delegates of this colony, in conven- 
tion assemble^, it was determined that you, the said Patrick Henry, 
Esq. should be colonel of the first regiment of regulars, and commander 
in chief of all the forces to be raised for the protection and defence of 
this colony ; and by an ordinance of the said convention it is provided, 
that the committee of safety should issue all miliary commissions : 
Now, in pursoance of the said power to us granted, and in conformity 
to the appointment of the convention, we, the said committee of safety, 
do constitute and commission you, the said Patrick Henry, Esq. colonel 
of the first regiment of regulars, and commander in chi^ of aU muh 
other forces aa mcey, by order of the contention, or committee of 
safety, be directed to act in conjunction with them; and with the 



k 
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nance, I think, clearly gives the convention, and committee 
of safety acting under their authority, the absolute direction 
of the troops. The dispute between you must be occasioned, 
I sui^X)se, (for I have not seen your letter to the colonel,) by 
disregard of him as commander, after the adjournment of the 
committee of safety, and before the meeting of the conven- 
tion ; at which time, I am apt to think, though I am not 
military man enough to determine, your correspondence 
should have been with him as commanding officer. I have 
talked with colonel Henry about this matter ; he thinks he 
has been ill treated, and insists the officers under his com- 
mand shall submit to his orders. I recommended it to him 
to treat the business with caution and temper ; as a difference 
at this critical moment between our troops would be attended 
with the most fatal consequences ; and took the liberty to 



aaid forces, or any of them, you are hereby empowered to resist and 
repel all hostile invasions, and quell and suppress any insurrections 
which may be made or attempted against the peace and safety of this 
his majesty's colony and dominion. And we do require you to exert 
your utmost efforts for the promotion of discipline and order among the 
officers and soldiers under your command, agreeable to such ordinances, 
rules, and articles, which are now or hereailLer may be, instituted for 
the government and regulation of the army ; and that you pay due 
obedience to all orders and instructions, which, from time to time, you 
may receive from the convention or committee of safety ;. to hold, ex- 
ercise, and enjoy, the s&id office of colonel and commemder in chief of 
the forces, and to perform and execute the power and authority afore- 
said, and all other things which are truly and of right incidental to 
your said office, during the pleasure of the convention, and no longer. 
And we do hereby require and command aU ojtcers and soldiers, 
and every person whatsoever , in any way concerned^ to he obedient 
and assisting to you in aU things ^ touching the due execution of this 
commission, according to the purport or iiUent thereof. 

" Qiven under our hands at , this day of , anno 

Dom. 177 " 
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aeeure him you would, I was certain, submit to whatever 
was thought just and reasonable. He has laid the letter 
before the committee of safety, whose sentiments upon the 
subject I expect you must have received before this. I hope 
it will not come before us,* but from what colonel Henry 
said, he intimated it must, as it could be no otherwise deter- 
mined. My sentiments upon that deUcate point, I partly 
communicated upon the expected junction of the Carolina 
troops with ours, which I presume you have received. By 
your letter yesterday to the president, I find you agree with 
me. I very cordially congratulate you on the success at the 
Bridge and the reduction of the fort, which will give our 
troops the benefit of better and more wholesome ground. 
Your letter came to the convention just time enough to read 
it before we broke up, as it was nearly dark ; it was however 
proposed and agreed, that the president should transmit you 
the approbation of your conduct in treating with kindness 
and humanity the unfortunate prisoners ; and that your 
readiness to avoid dispute about rank with colonel Howe, 
they consider as a further mark of your attachment to the 
service of your country. I have had it in contemplation 
paying you a visit, but have not been able to leave the con- 
vention, as many of our members are absent, and seem to 
be in continual rotation, some going, others returning. We 
shall raise many more battaUons, and, as soon as practicable, 
arm some vessels. A conv. or general, 1 6Uiqx)6e, will be 
sent us by the congress, as it is expected our troops w^ill be 
upon continental pay. I pray God to protect you, and pros- 
per all your endeavours." 
But the letter from the chairman of the committee, which 

* The conventioiL 
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enelo^ the r^solmidi^, : is a mai^tipi^te oi address, so far 
as relsFtes to the feelkigs of Col. Woodford ; though certainly 
not weil judged to promote the permanent harmony of those 
(AQiders, 'by ifispiring sentiments of respect and subordination 
for the superior. The letter bears date on the 24th Decem- 
ber, 1775 : it is written in a strain of the mOst frank and 
conciliatory friendship — full of deserved euk^y ^n Col. 
Woodford's conduct— «and very far from compiimentaiy to 
the colonel of the first regiment. In relation to this gentle- 
man, (after having mentioned the resolution of raising other 
regiments,) he says, ** The field officers to each r^ment 
will be named here, and recommended to congress ', in case 
our army is taken into continental pay, they will send com- 
missions. A general officer will be chosen there, I doubt not, 
and sent us ; with that matter^ I hope we 9hall not inter- 
meddle^ lest it should he thought propriety requires our 
caUvn^ or rather reconvmending our present first officer to 
thut station. Believe me. Sir, the unlucky step of calling that 
gentleman from our councils, where he was useful, into the 
field, in an important station, the duties of which he must, in 
the nature of things, be an entire stranger to, has given me 
many an anxious and uneasy moment. In consequence of 
this mistaken step, which can't now be retracted or remedied, 
for he has done nothing worthy of degradation, and must 
keep his rank, we must be deprived of the service of some able 
officers, whose honour and former ranks will not suffer them 
to aet under him in this juncture, when we so much need 
their services ; however, I am told, that Mercer, Buckner, 
Dangerfield, and Weedon, xvffl s^^ve, and are all thought of. 
I am also toW, that Mr. Thurston and Mr. Millikin are can- 
(fidates for regiments : the latter, I believe/ will raise, and have 
a Oertnan one. In the course of these reflections, my great 
2B 
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concern is on your account* The pleasure I have enjoyed 
in finding your army conducted with wisdom and success, 
and your conduct meet with the general approbation of the 
convention and country, makes me more uneasy at a 
thought that the country should be depiived of your s^vices, 
or you made uneasy in it, by any untoward circumstances. I 
liad seen your letter tooiu friend Mr. Jones, (now a member 
of the committee of safety,) and besides that. Col. Henry 
has laid before the committee your letter to him, and desired 
our opinion, whether he was to command you or not. We 
never detennined this till Friday evening ; a copy of the re- 
solution I enclose you. If this will not be agreeable, and 
prevent future disputes, I hope some happy medium will be 
suggested to effect the purpose, and make you easy ; for the 
colony cannot part with you, while troops are necessary to 
be continued." 

Mr. Henry had too much sagacity not to perceive the light 
in which he was viewed by the committee of safety, and too 
much sensibility not to be wounded by the discovery. His 
situation was indeed, at this time, most painfully embarrass- 
ing. The rank which he had held was full of the promise 
of honour and distinction ; he was the first officer of the 
Virginia forces /the celebrity which he had already attain- 
ed among his countrymen, not only by his political resistance 
to the measures of the British parliament, but by the bold 
and daring military enterjprise which he had headed the pre- 
ceding year, in the affair of the gunpowder, led his country- 
men to expect, that the appointment which he now held 
would not be a barren one, but that he would mark it with 
the characters of his extraordinary genius, and become as 
distinguished in the field as he had been in the senate. He 
knew that the^ e^qiectations v^e enteitained, and had 
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every dispodtion to realtae them; but his wishes and his 
hopes were perpetually overruled by the committee of safety, 
who commanded over him, and who gratuitously distrusting 
his capacity for war, would give him no opportunity of 
making trial of it. Yet Mr. Henry, untried, has been most 
unjustly slighted as a soldier, and spoken of as a mere mili- 
tary cipher ! If I have not been misinformed, some of those 
who composed this very committee did, in after times,, fre- 
quently allude to this peiiod of his life, to prove the practical 
inutility of his character, and have ajiplied to him the saying, 
which Wilkes applied to Lord Chatham, that " all his power 
and efficacy was seated in his tongue.''* What figure he 
might have made in war, had the opportunity been allowed 
him, can now be only matter of speculation. His personal 
bravery, so' far as I have heard, has never been called in 
question ; or if it has, it has been without evidence: and 
neither his ardour in the public cause, nor his strong natural 
sense, can with any colour of justice be disputed. If we 
superadd to these quaUties that presence of mind, that promp- 
titude, boldness, and novelty of view— that dexterous address, 
and fertility of expedient, for which he was remarkable — I 
can see no reason to doubt, that he would have justified the 
highest expectations of his admirers, had he been permitted 
to command the expedition which he courted. As to his 
want of experience, the alleged ground for keeping him so 
ignominiously confined to head quarters, he possessed pretty 
nearly as much experience as Colonel Washington had 
when he covered the retreat of Braddock's routed forces : 



* ^'•homines inertissimi, qttorum omnis vis, virtusque in linfftia 
tita est 

Sadlust, Oratio mc. De Rep. Ord. 
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as much, too, as those young generals of ours who have re- 
cently covered themselves with so much glokj on our north- 
ern frontier : nor would it seem to comport with that respect 
which the committee owed to the convention, from whom 
both Colonel Henry and themselves had received their re- 
spective appointments, to arix>gate the power of reversing 
the decree of the convention, and practically degrading the 
oMcer of their first choice. It is certain that the committee 
were severely spoken of at the day, and that the people, as 
well as the soldiery, did not hesitate openly to impute their 
conduct toward Mr. Henry to personal envy. 

Other humiliations yet awaited him. Shortly after the 
affaii' of the GveeX Bridge, Colonel Howe of North Carolina, 
at the head of five or six himdred men of that state, joined 
Ck>Ionel Woodford ; and taking the command of the whole, 
witli the consent of the latter gentleman, who yielded to the 
seniority of his commission, marched with their united 
forces into Norfolk, which had been evacuated by the British. 
From this post Colonel Howe continually addressed his com- 
munications.to the committee of safety, or to the convention ; 
and Colonel Henry, after having seen his lawfiil rights and 
honours transferred, in the first in^^tanoe, to an inferior officer 
of his own, had now the mortification of seeing himself 
completely superseded, and almost annihilated, by an officer 
fiom another state of only equal rank. 

But even this was not all : six additional regiments had 
been raised by the convention, and congress had been solicit- 
ed to take the Virginia troops on continental establishment. 
They resolved to take the six new regiments, passing by the 
two first ; a discrimination which conveys so palpable a re- 
flection on the two first regiments, that it is difficult to ac- 
count for it, except by the secret influence of that unfiiendiy 
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dCarv which had hitherto controlked and obseured Mr. Hen- 
' ry's military de&ftinies. The meaisupe was so exactly adjust- 
ed to the wish expressed by Colond Woodfocd's correspon- 
dent, tliat congress would not devolve the chief command of 
the Virginia forces on Golcmel Henry, that it is difficult to 
avoid the suspicion that the suggestion came from the same 
quarter. The convention, however, now interfered in behalf 
of their favourite ; and remonstrated against this degradation 
of the officers of their first choice ; earnestly recommending 
it to congress, if they adhered to their resolution of taking 
into continental pay no more than six regiments, to suffer 
the two first to stand first in the arrangement. This course 
was accordingly adopted ; but^ at the same time^ cotmnis- 
sia7is of brigadier general were forwarded by congress 
to Colonel Howe afid Colonel Andrew Lewis. 

The reader, if he knows any thing of the scrupulous and 
even fastidious deUcacy with which military officers watch 
the most distant reflection upon their competency, will not 
be surprised that Mr. Henry refiised the continental commis- 
sion of colonel,* which was now offered to him, and imme- 

* The following is an exact copy of the commissian eent from the 
general congress to the committee of safety, appointing colonel Henry 
to the command of the first regiment, or battalion, in this colony, taken 
upon the contmental establishment, agreeable to the requisttion of the 
last convention: 

" In CoNORBsa 

" The delegates of tlie United Colonies of New-Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jereey, 
Pennsylvania, the counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North CatoHna, South Candina, 
and Georgia, to Patrick Henry, Eoq. 

17* 
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diately resigned that which he held from the atote. His re- 
signatioa producedfe commotion in the camp, which wore at 
first an alarming aspect ; and would probably have had an 
extremely unpropitious effect on the mflitary efforte of the 
state, had it not been instanteneotidy queUed by his own 
patriotic exertions. The Mowing is the notice of this trans- 
action from Purdie's paper of Mardi Ist, 1776 : 

" Yesteiday morning, the troops in this city being inform- 
ed that Patrick Henry, Esquire, commander in chief of the 
Virginia forces, was about to leave them, the whole went 
into deep mourning, and being under arms, waited on him 
at bis lodgings, when they addressed him in the following 
manner : 

" We, reposing especial trust and confidenee in your patriotism, 
valour, conduct, and fidelity, do, by these presents, constitute and ap- 
point you to be Colonel of the first battabon of Virginia forces, in the 
army of the United Colonies, raised for the defence of American li- 
berty, and for repelling every hostile invasion thereof. You are, there- 
fore, carefully and diligently to discharge the duty, of Colonel, by do- 
ing and performing all manner of things thereunto belonging. And 
we do strictly charge and require all officers and soldiers under your 
command to be obedient to your orders eis Colonel. And you are to 
observe and follow such orders and directions, from time to time, as 
youi shall receive from this or a future Congress of the United Colo- 
nies, or committee of Congress, for that purpose appointed, or com- 
mander-in-chief for the time being of the army of the United Colonies, 
or any other superior officer, according to the rules and discipline of 
war, in pursuance of the trust reposed in you. This commiasion to 
continue in force until rev<^ed by tiiis or a future Congress. 
By order o( the Congress, 

" John Hancock, President." 

"Attest, 
" Charubs TapMsoN, S^ecretary." 

" PhUaddphia, Feb. 13th, ITW." 
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" To Patrick Henry jjtm. Esquire, 

" Deeply impressed with a grateful sense of the obligations 
we lie under to you, for the polite, humane, and tender treat- 
ment manifested to us throughout the whole of your con- 
duct, while we had the honour of being under your com- 
mand, permit us to offer you our sincere thanks, as the only 
tribute we have in our power to pay to your real merits. Not- 
withstanding your withdrawing yourself from the service 
fills us with the most poignant sorrow, as it at once deprives 
us of our father and general ; yet, as gentlemen, we are 
compelled to applaidd your spirited reseiitm,ent to the 
m^st glaring indignity. May your merit shine as con- 
spicuous to the world in general, as it hath done to us, and 
may Heaven shower its choicest blessings upon you!'' 

" To which he returned the following answer : 

" Gentlemen, 

" I am exceedingly obliged to you for your approbation of 
my conduct. Your address does me the highest honour. 
This kind testimony of your regard to me would have been 
an amjde reward for serviced much greater than those / have 
had the power to perform, I return you, and each of you, 
gentlemen, my best acknowledgments for the spirit, alacrity, 
and zeal, you have constantly shown in your several stations. 
I am unhappy to part with you. I leave the service, but 1 
feave my heart with you. May God bless you, and give 
you success and safety, and make you the glorious instru- 
ment of saving our country.'*^ 

^^ After the officers had received Ck>kmel Henry's kind an- 
«l«w^ to Uieir adflrese, they indgted upon his dMning with 
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them at the Raleigh tavern,' before his departure : and after 
dinner a number of them proposed escorting him out of town, 
but were prevented in their resolution by some uneasiness 
getting among the soldiery, who assembled in a tumultuous 
manner, and demanded their discharge, declaring their un- 
willingness to serve under any other commander ; upon 
which Col. Henry found it necessary to stay a night longer 
in town ; which he spent in visiting the several barracks, 
and used every argument in his power with the soldiery, to 
lay aside their imprudent resolution, and to continue in the 
service, which he had quitted from motives in which his ho- 
nour alone was concerned ; and that, although he was 
prevented from serving his country in a military capacity, 
yet his utmost abilities should be exerted for the real interest 
of the united colonies, in support of the glorious cause in 
which they have engaged. This, accompanied with the 
extraordinary exertions of Col. Christian and other officers 
present, happily produced the desired effect, the soldiers re- 
luctantly acquiescing ; and we have now the pleasure to as- 
sure the public, that those brave fellows are now pretty well 
reconciled, and will spend the last drop of their blood in their 
country's defence." 

This is the man who has been sometimes branded as a 
turbulent, seditious, factious demagogue ! Had he been of 
this <jharacter, what an occasion was here to have provoked 
it to action ! This love for the man and the officer, and this 
resentment of the indignities to which he had been sul]jected, 
was not confined to the camp at Williamsburg ; they per- 
vaded the whole army, and were felt and expressed by the 
following address, signed by upwards of ninety officers at 
KegQ[ip'^lai(idingaAdSuflUky(tii€oloi^ Woodfor^s eampj) 
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9» well as at Williainsbaig ; aad priDted by their deeire in 
Purdie's paper of the 2ad Mttch, 1776. 

"Sir, 

"Deeply concerned for the good of our country, we sin- 
cerely lament the unhappy necessity of your resignation^ and 
with all the warmth of affection assure you, that, whatever 
may have given rise to the indignity lately offered to you, 
iDe join with the general voice of the people, and think it 
our duty to make this public declaration of our high respect for 
your distinguished merit. To your vigilance and judgment 
as a senator this united continent bears ample testimony ; 
while she prosecutes her steady oi:^)Osition to those destruc- 
tive ministerial measures tt^AicA your eloquence Jirst pointed 
out and taught to resent, and your resolution ledfortvard 
to resist. To your extensive popularity the service also is 
greatly indebted, for the expedition with which the troops 
were raised ; and, while they were continued under your 
command, the firmness, candour, and politeness, which form- 
ed the complexion of your conduct toward them, obtained 
the signal approbation of the wise and virtuous, and will 
leave upon our minds the most grateful impression. Although 
retired from the immediate concerns of war, we solicit the 
continuance of your kindly attention. We know your at- 
tachment to the best of causes ; we have the fullest confi- 
dence in your abilities, and in the rectitude of your views ; 
dmAhmoever witting the envious may be to undermine 
an established reputation, we trust the day will come, when 
justice shall prevail, and thereby secure you an honourable 
and happy return to the glorious employment of conducting 
our councils, and hazarding your life in the defence of your 

country. 
2C 
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'^ Wkh the iBOBt gEateful sentiments of regard and estMrn^ 
we are, Sir, very- respecifiiily, yout most obliged and obedient 
humble servants." 

If any doubt can be entertained as to the body to which 
this imputation of envp pointed, it will be removed by the 
following defence of the committee of safety, extracted from 
the supplement to Purdie's paper of the 15th of March, 1776. 

" Mr. Purdie, 

^^ I am informed a report is prevailing through the colony, 
that the committee of safety were the cause of Col. Henry's 
resigning the command of his battalion ; which it is supposed 
hath received confirmation from the address of the officers to 
that gentleman, in which they speak of a glaring indig- 
nity having been offered him, if it was not wholly derived 
from that source. That the good people of the country may 
be truly informed in this matter, the following state of facts 
is submitted, without comment, to the impartial judgment 
of the public. 

" As soon as the last convention had voted the raising 
seven new battalions of troops, besides augmenting the old 
ones, the committee of safety informed our delegates to con- 
gress of that vote, desiring they would use their best endea- 
vours to have the whole supported at continental expense ; 
in answer to which, a letter was received from the delegates, 
dated the 30th of December, of which the following is an ex- 
tract : ^ The resolutions of congress for taking our six ad- 
ditional (they would not agree to take our other two) batta- 
lions, into continental pay, and for permitting an exportation 
for supplying our countrymen with salt, are enclosed.' It 
was supposed from hence, an intention prevailed in congress 
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to pass, by the two old battalions, aod take six oftbeneiv 
(Hies into continental pay ; which, as it was said tb^se qf- 
ficers would take precedency of provincial ones of equal rank, 
was generally thought wrong, since k would degrade the of- 
ficers df the two jQrst battalioas : , and, to avoid tins, the con- 
vention came to a resolution the 10th of January, of which 
the following is part : ^ Should the congress adhere to their 
resolution of taking into continental pay no more than six 
battali(»s^ let it be earnestly recommended to them to suffer 
our two present battalions (to be completed as before men- 
tioned) to stand first in the arrangement ; since, otherwise, 
the officers first appointed by this convention, most of whom 
have already gone through a laborious and painful service, 
will be degraded in their ranks, and there is too much rea- 
son to apprehend that great confusion will ensue.' 

" The worthy gentleman {not a member of the commit- 
tee of safety) who proposed this resolution, informed the 
conventicm he had consulted some of the officers of the first 
regiment, who wished to have their rank preserved, though 
it was foreseen the pay would be reduced. 

*' The committee qf safety,^ in a letter to the delegates 
dated the 26th of January, enclosing this resolution, thus 
write : ^ You have a list of the field officers as they stand 
recommended, and we doubt .not receiving the commissions 
in the Uke order, with blanks for the peoper nun^ber of cap- 
tains and subalterns. If, however, the reekolution of congress 
should be unalterably .fixed to allow us bat six battaUons, 
you will please to attend to that par(> of the resolve which 
recommends their being th^ fii'st six, as a point of great con- 
sequence to our harmony, i^ which may be involV]ed the 
geod of the common caueie.' The committee* of safety after- 
ward r<^eived the compnifgions wholly $Ued up for t^e field 
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officers of six battftlions, in the rank they stood reeommended 
by ihh convention, beginning with Col. Henry, and ending 
with Cd. Buckner of the 6th battalion, with directions to 
deliver them. Colonel Henry was accordingly ofiered his 
commiBsicm, which he declined accepting, and retired with< 
otit assigning any reasons. 

" As to the general officers, the convention left them en- 
tirely to tlie choice of the congress, without recommenda- 
tion ; nor did the committee of safety at all intermeddle in 
that choice. 

" A Friend to Truth.'* 

Immediately following this defence of the committee, ia 
the same paper, are Uie two following articles : 

" Mr. Purdie^ 

"The address of the officers to Col. Henry, and the CoL's 
reply, has led some of our enemies to hope that there would 
be great discontent in the army, by which our military ope- 
rations would be retarded, and that there would be a consi- 
derable murmuring against the congress ; but they are much 
mistaken. It is true the soldiers and officers were very un- 
happy at parting with so amiable a commander as Col. 
Henry ; and might be a htde imprudent in some expressions 
on the occasion ; but there is not a man* of them who is not 
so warmly attached to the glorious cause he is engaged in^ 
as to serve with alacrity under any commander, rather than 
it should suffer. And Colonel Henry himself is a gentleman 
of so much honour, and so true a patriot, that he will never 
countenance a murmur against the congress ; nay so far 
from it, that it is highly probable'he will soon be found in 
that august assembly, ui^g, with his powerfol eloquence, 



the necessity of prosecuting the waf with redbiibled vigour, 
I am a dncere friend to the congress and to colonel Henry.'' 



" Mr, Purdie, 

" Etwy will meri^ as its shade pursue: 
But, like the shadow, proves the substance trae." 

Pope. 



" I was not surprise to see, in your last week's gazette, 
the resignatioii of Patrick Henry, Esquire, late commaddei* 
in chief of all thie Virgiilid forces, and colonel of the first 
regiment. From that gentleman's amiable c^potfii^ii, his 
invariable perseverance m the cause 6f liberty, t^e etppfe- 
hend that eUty strove to bury ih ohscuritf hUi martial 
talents. Fettered and confined, with only an efnftytUle^ 
the mere echo of authority, his superior eAiUiies Idy in- 
active, nor could be exerted fot his honour, or his country^ s 
good. 

" Virginia may truly boast, that in Imh she finds the able 
statesman, the soldier's father, the best of citizeiis, and liber- 
ifs dear friend. Ckd with innocence, as in a coat of mail, 
he is proof against every serpentUe whisper. The ofikers 
and soldiers, who know him, are riveted to his bosom ; when 
he speaks, all is silence ; when he oi*ders, they cheerfully 
obey ; and in the field, under so sensible, so prudent an ofii- 
cer, though hosts oppose them, with shouts they meet their 
artned foe, the sure presages of victory and success. 

" Let us, my countrymen, with gratefid hearts, remember 
ihat he carried off the standard of liberty, and defeated Gren- 
vflle in his fiivourite stamp act. 
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" While many dreaded, tiii with pleaang eye, 
Saw tjrranny before brave Henry fly." 

'• I am, Mr. Purdie, your friend, and a well-wisher to Vir- 
ginia. 

" An Honest Farmer." 



It is very clear from the last piece, as well as from the ad- 
dress of the ninety officers, which has been already given^ 
and which was published by their desire in a paper subse- 
quent to that which cwitains the defence of the committee^ 
that that defence had been by no means satis&ctory ; and 
that either the committee as a body, or what is more proba- 
ble, some individual or individuals of it, were still believed to 
have had a secret hand in planning and directing the series of 
indignities which had driven Mr. Henry from a military life. 
It would seem that the truly respectable and venerable chair- 
man of that committee came in at the time f(Hr his full pro- 
portion of this censure, and that he smarted severely under 
it : this I infer, from a letter of his to colonel Woodford some 
^, time afterward, in answer to one by which that gentleman 

had consulted him as to the propriety of his resigning his 
conunission. After having dissuaded him from this step by 
other topics, he proceeds thus : " I am apprehensive that 
your resignation will be handled to your disadvantage, /rom 
a certain quarter^ where ail reputations are sacrificed, 
for the sake of one; what does it signify, that he resigned 
without any such cause, or assigning any reason at all ? i^ 
is not without example^ thai others should be censured for 
what he is applauded forP This acrimony, so unusual 
from a man of Mr. Pendleton's benevolence and courtesy. 
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could have been wtung from him only by the bitterest pro- 
vocations ; and renders it highly probable, that the nume^ 
rous and enthusiastic admirers of Mr. Henry had implicated 
this gentleman deeply in the indignities which had recently 
been offered to their favourite. 

The necessity of placing this incident of Mr. Henry's Ufe 
in its true light, upon the evidence in my possession, has im- 
posed upon me a very painful duty in regard to Mr. Pendle- 
ton. With the justice or injustice of the construction placed 
upon his conduct in relation to Mr. Henry, I have nothing 
to do. Even if just, the infirmity of human nature may be 
easily excused in feeling some uneasiness at the eclipsing 
brightness with which Mr. Henry had rushed, like a comet, 
to the head of affairs in Yirginia. It demands, however, no 
unconmion measure of charity to believe, that what was im- 
puted to envy at the time, proceeded, so far as Mr. Pendleton 
was concerned, from a single eye to the public good, and a 
sincere belief on his part, (an opinion in which he was by 
no means singular,) that Mr. Henry's inexperience in military 
affairs made it unsafe to commit to his management the in- 
fancy of our war. The people required to be animated by 
success in the onset ; and it was therefore very natural in the 
committee of safety, on whom the responsibility for the ma- 
nagement of the war devolved, to select, for the first.enter- 
prises, the most experienced commander. Mr. Pendleton was 
too virtuous a man, and too faithfrd a patriot, to have yielded 
consciously to any otlier motive of action than the public 
good. His country has fixed its seal upon his exalted cha- 
racter, and the writer of these sketches is much more dispo- 
sed to brighten than to efface the impression. 

The motives of Mr. Henry's resignation of his commisBioa. 
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which have been tsitated} ore very emly and clearly deduci- 
bU frpm the pnpers of the .day, and were expressly avowed 
by him to his con^dential friend and brother-in-law, Col. 
Meredith.* To other friends, however, he stated that be ' 
was the more reconciled to tb^ necessity which had com- 
pelled him to resign, beqavise he believed that he could per- 
haps ^erve the cau^e of bis country more effectually in the 
public councils than in the field.t 

Immediately ypon hjs resignation he was elected a deler- 
gate to the convention for the county of Hanover, The ses- 
sion of that body, which was now coming on, was pregnant 
with importance. Dunmore had abdicated the chair of 
government, and the royal authority in the colony was seen 
and felt no longer, but in acts of hostility. The king had 
declared from his throne, that the colonists must be reduced 
by force to subniiit to the British claim of taxation ; and the 
colonists, on their part, had avowed that they never would 
submit to this prostration of their rights ; but, on the contra- 
ry, that they would hand down to their children the birth- 
right of liberty which they had enjoyed, or perish in the at- 
tempt. On this quarrel arms had been taken up on both 
sides, and the appeal had been made to the God of battles. 
The war had assumed a regular and settled forrn ; blood had 

* Ttiese are Colonel Meredith^e words :— " P. H. in a communica- 
lion to Col. M* stated his motives for resigning hiscommiasion as Colo- 
pel. He conceived iiimseif neglected, by younger ofHcers having been 
put above him, and preferred to him ; particularly in the afiair of the 
Great Bridge, where he wished to hiive commanded ; but Colonel 
Woodford leceived that appointmeoit . He disliked his being kept in 
apd about WiiUamsburg, and not appointed to some important post or 
expedition. He was thus induced to think he was neglected by those 
who had the power d' appointment. He therefore resigned." 
t hadge T)4er,^d Captain George Dabney. 
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been {Mroftueiy shed in various parte of the comtmenty and le^ 
conciliation had become hopeless. 

The people beii^ thus abandoned by their king, put out 
of his protection, declared in a state of open rebellion, and 
treated as enemies, the social compact which had united the 
monarch with his subjects was at an end ; the ccdonial con- 
stitution, which could be set and kept in motion only by 
the presence and agency of the king or his representative, 
was of course dissolved ; and all the rights and powers of 
government reverted, of necessity, to their source, the pec^le. 
These causes produced the convention. It was Ihe organ by 
which the people chose to exercise the fundamental rights 
thus thrown back upon them, by the dissolution of the regal 
government. It was the substitute for the whole govern- 
ment which had been withdrawn — legislative, executive, 
and judiciary. It represented the whole political power of 
the p^ple ; and had been expressly elected to take care of 
the republic. The means of accomplishing this object woe 
left to themselves, without limitation or restriction on the 
part of the people. Hitherto, while any hope of a restora- 
tion of the original government on just terms could be enter- 
tained, the convention had been satisfied with temporary ex- 
pedients ; the first convention, however, had exercised the 
power of the people in their highest capacity, by adopting 
a species of constitution, and organizing a government under 
it ; thus they erected an executive, under the name of a com- 
mittee of safety, which the peopb recognised as flowing di- 
rectly fi'om themselves. Before the meeting of the conven- 
tion of 1776, however, it was seen and well understood on 
every hand, that the contest could not be maintained by the 

peofde, without the aid of r^ular government ; and that the 
political malady of which they complained, could be extir- 
2D 
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pftted ia ao other way than by applying the knife to the root 
The newspapers of the precedkig year contain fratpient sug- 
gestioiis of this kind ; the impression had now beoome uni- 
venal ; and the papers present specimens of explicit inabruc- 
taons inm the people to their ddegates to this effect.* Thus 

* The followine: sure the in8truetkm8<from the frteholdero of James 
City to their delegates :— 



(t 



To Robert C. Nicholas and WiUiam Norvell, Esquires, 



*^ Qentlemeh, 

" In vain do we congratulate ourselves on the impotency of the mi- 
nister to divide us, if our union amounts to nothing more than a union 
in one common lethargy. War hath been brought into our houses, 
heightened by terrors and cruelties which the justest cause wants even 
palliatives for ; but faint advances towards peace, insidiously uiged, 
have caught the ear of the credulous, and groundless hopes of accom- 
modation deluded the timid, so that the free military system remains 
untouched in most essential points. As if our inexperience, poverty 
in warlike stores, and the infancy of our navy, were of trifling moment, 
we have ventured to neglect resources in such difficulties, which hea- 
ven hath placed within our attainment. 

" Alliances may be formed at an easy price, capable of supplying 
these disadvantages, but an independent state disdains to humble her- 
self to an equality in treaty with another, who cannot call her poli- 
tics her own ; or, to be explicit, she cannot enter into a negotiation 
with those who denominate themselves rebels, by resistance, and con- 
fession of a dependency. 

" Reasons, drawn from jitsticei poUoyy and necessity, are every 
where at hand /or a radical separationfrofn Great Britain, From 
justice; for the blood of those who have faUen in our cause cries 
aloudj ' It is time to part.' From necessity ; because she hath, of her- 
self, repudiated us by a rapid succession of innilt^ in^ty} rchbery, 
murder, and a formal declaration qf 'war, Tbes^ are but few, and 
come ci the weakest arguments which the great volume of our opprea^ 
sion opens to every spirited American. 

" It cannot be a violation of our faith now to reject the terms of 
"763. They are a qualified slavery at best, and Were acceptable to us, 



iMrueted in the 8eiiitiniei:^t8 d their oQjustttucaita, mA repr*- 
senting the pe^le in tbeir highest 8o?«reiga eopacily, the 
eonventioti met on the &h of May, 1776, in Uie old cafHtol 
in the eity of WilUamsburg. Mr. Pendleton hawig been 
elected president, after having thanked the houie for the 
honour done him, addreased them with great 8oIeixmity,4ii 
the Allowing terms : — *< We are now met in general conven- 
tion, ace(»rding to the ordinance for our election, at a time 
truly critical, when sulijects of the most important and inte- 
resting nature require our serious attention. 

<< The administration of justice, and almost all the powers 
of government, have now been suspended for near two years. 
It wiD become us to reflect whether we can longer sustain 
the great struggle we are making, in this situation." Having 
then directed their attention to certain specific subjects which 
required attention, he ccmcluded his short, but impres^ve 
address, by exhorting the members to cabuness, unanimity, 
and diligence. 

On the fifteenth of May, Mr. Gary r^rted fit>m the 
committee of the whcde house on the stato of the cdony, the 
following preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted: 

" Forasmuch as all the endeavours of the United Colonies, 
by the most decent representations and petitions to the king 

not as the extent of oar right, but the probable cauie of peace; but 
ainee the day in which they were most humbly diered as the end of 
animosities, an iptenU hath passed, marked with tyranny intde 
rabie, 

' We, therefore, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do request 
and instruct you, our delegates (provided no just and honourable t^mii 
are offered by the king) to exert your utmost ability, ia the next con- 
vention, toward dissolving the connexion between America and' 
€hreat Britain, yontMLur, finallt, and irrevogablt.'. 
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and pailiaineiit of Oreat Britain, to restore peace and secu- 
rity to America under the British government, and a re-unicMbi 
with that people upon just and liberal terms, instead of a 
redress of grievances, have produced, from an imperious and 
vindictive administration, increased xinsult, oppression, and 
a vigorous attempt to effect our total destruction* By a late 
act, all these colonies are declared to be in rebellion, and out 
of the protection of the British crown ; our properties subjected 
to confiscation; our peq>le, when captivated, compdled to join 
in the murder and plunder of their relations and country- 
men; and all former rapine and oppresaon of Americans 
declared legal and just. Fleets and armies are.raised, and 
the aid of Ibreign troops engaged to assist these destructive 
purposes. The king's representative in this colony hath 
not only withheld all the powers of government from ope- 
rating for our safety, but, having retired on board an armed 
ship, is carrying on a piratical and savage war against us, 
tempting our slaves, by every artifice, to resort to him, and 
training and employing them against their masters. In this 
state .of extreme danger, we have no alternative left, but tm 
abject submission to the will of those overbearing tyrants, 
or a total separation from the crown and government of 
Great Britain: uniting and exciting the strength of all 
America for defence, and forming alliances with foreign 
powers for commerce and aid in war, Wherefore, appealing 
to the Searcher of hearts for the sincerity of former decla* 
rations, expressing our desire to preserve the connexion with 
that nation, and that we are driven from that inclination by 
their wicked councils, and the eternal laws of self-preserva- 
tion, 

^^ Resolved, unanimously, That the delegates appointed 
to represent this colony in general congress, be instructed to 



propose to that Teip€i6)^i}]|0 Iw^jr, to pi;fC^A»9 T«* uxj^ted 

COLONIES FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, absolvcd 

from aQ allegiaiiee to, or dependence upon, the crown or 
pariiament of Great Britain ; and that diey give the assent 
of this coLooy to si|ch d(Qcl|uriiitiQii, ajpid to f^9<^?f^r meo^ures 
may^be thought proper and necessary by the congre^ Iqt 
forming foreign alliances, and a confederation of the 
COLONIES, at sueh^ime, €md in the manner, as to them shall 
seem best. Proyided, that the power of forming government 
for, and the regulations o(, the internal concerns of each 
colony, be left to the respective cdonial legislatures. 

" Resolved, unanimously^ That a committee be appointed 
to prepare a declaration of rights, and such a plan 
of government as will be most likely to maintain peace*and 
order in this colony, and secure substantial and equal Uberty 
to the people." 

This measure was followed by the most lively demonstra* 
tions of joy. The spirit of the times is interestili^y kna^ 
nifested by the following paragraph from Purcfie's paper of 
the 17th of May, which immediately succeeds the annun- 
ciation of the resolutions. 

" In consequence of the above resolutions, universally re- 
garded as the only door which will lead to safety and pros- 
perity, s(H»e gendemen made a handsome collection ibr the 
purpose of treating the sddiery, who next day were paraded 
in Waller's grove, before brigadier-general Lewis, attended 
b}' the gentlemen of the committee of safety, the members 
of the general convention, the inhabitants of this city, <kc. 
&c. The resolutions being read aloud to the army, the fol- 
lowing toasts were given, each of them accompanied by a 
discharge of the artillery and small arms, and the acclama- 
tions of all present : — 
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^< 1. The Atnericaa Independent States. 

" 2. The grand Congress of the United States, and their 
respective legislatures. 

" 3. General Washington, and victory to the American 



arms. 



<^ The Union Flag of the American states waved upon the 
capitol during the whole of this ceremony; which being 
ended, the soldiers partook of the refreshments prepared for 
them hy the affection of their countrymen, and the evening 
ccmcluded with illuminations, and other demonstrations of 
joy ; every one seeming pleased that the domination of Great 
Britain was now atan end,so wickedly and tyrannically ex^ 
cised for these twelve or thirteen years past, notwithstanding 
our repeated prayers and remonstrances for redress." 

The committee appointed to prepare the declaration and 
plan of government, called for by the last resolution, were 
the following : Mr. Archibald Gary, Mr. Meriwether Smitb. 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Henry, Mi . 
Dandridge, Mr. Gihner, Mr. Bland, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carring- 
ton, Mr. Thomas Ludwell Lee, Mr. Cabell, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Blair, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Tazewell, Mr. Richard Gary, 
Mr. Bullitt, Mr. Watts, Mr. Banister, Mr. Page, Mr. Starke, 
Mr. David Mascm, Mr. Adams, Mr. Read, and Mr. Tho- 
mas Lewis; to whom were afterward successively added, 
Mr. Madison, Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Watkins, Mr. George Ma- 
son, Mr. Harvie, Mr. Curie, and Mr. Holt. 

On Wednesday, the 12th of June following, that declara 
tion of rights which stands prefixed to our statutes, was 
reported and adopted wiUiout a dissenting voice ; as was 



» 



PATRiqK HBNBY. 215 

s 

also, on Saturday the 29th of the same month, the present 
plan of our government.* 

The salary of the govenvH: to be aj^nted under the new 
constitution was immediately fixed by a resoliJ^Jim of the 
house at one thousand pounds per annum ; and the house 
proceeded to elect forthwith the first republican governor for 
the commonwealth of Virginia. This was the touchstone of 
public favour. The office was of the first importance ; and 
the whole state was open to the choice of the house. The 
question was decided on the first ballot. The vote stood thus: 

For Patrick Henry, Jim. Esq. - - - 60 
Thomas Nelson, Esq. - - - - 45 
John Page, Esq. 1 

* The striking similitude between the recital of wrongs prefixed to 
the Constitation of Virginia, and that which was afterward prefixed 
to the Declaration of Independence of the United States, is of itself 
sufiicient to establish the fact that they are from the same pen. But 
the Constitution of Virginia preceded the Declaration of Independence, 
by nearly a month ; and was wholly composed and adopted while Mr. 
Jefferson is known to have been out of the state, attending the session 
of Congress at Philadelphia. From these facts alone, a doubt might 
naturally arise whether he was, as he has always been routed, the 
author of that celebrated instrument, the DecJaration of American In- 
dependence, or at least the recital of grievances which ushers it in ; or 
whether this part of it, at least, had not been borrowed from the pre- 
amble to the Constitution of Virginia. To remove this doubt, it is pro- 
per to state, that diere now exists among the archives of this State, 
an original rough draught of a Constitution for Virginia, in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Jefferson, containing this identical preamble, and which 
was forwarded by him from Philadelphia, to his friend Mr. Wythe, to 
be submitted to the committee of the house of delegates. The body of 
the Constitution is taken principally from a plan {Proposed by Mr. 
George Mason ; and had been adopted by the committee before the 
arrival of Mr. Jefierson's plan: his preeimble, however, was prefixed 
to the, instrument; and some of the modifications proposed by him in- 
tipduced into the body of it. 



/ 
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Wberaipoii it wa* <^ SM^ed, Ativt th« Add PttMek Henry, 
Jun. Esq. be governor of this coinB(Mi^^ft}th> to ediithittt 
m that office untU the end of the sneceedin^ Mesioii of as- 
semUy mftei' the last of March iie«t ; oiid that Mr. Mascm, 
Mp. Meaascy Lee, Mr. Digged, Ife^ Hiair, otid Mr. Dandridge, 
be a comfl^tee to waat tfpoa hkA, and notify socfa appoints 
meat" 

On Monday, the 1st of July, Mr. George Sbson, of this 
cenmaitee, seported, tb^t they had performed the duty as- 
signed them, and that the governor had been pleased to re- 
turn the following answer to the convention : 

" To the honourable the presideat and house of conven- 
tion. 

" Gentlemen, 

^< The vote of this day, appointing me governor of the 
commonwealth, has been notified to me in the most pdite 
and* obliging manner, by George Mason, Henry Lee, Dud- 
ley Digges, John Blair, and Bartholomew Dandridge, Es- 
quires. 

^ A sense of the high and unmerited honour conferred 
upon me bj the convention, fills my heart with gratitude, 
which I trust my whole Ufe will manifest. I take this earli- 
est opportunity to express my thankg, which I wish to con- 
vey to you, gentlemen, in the strongest terms of acknow- 
ledgment 

*' When I reflect that the tyranny of the British king and 
parliament hath kindled a formidable war, now raging 
throughout this wide extended continent, and in the opera- 
tions of which this commonwealth mu^ bctar so great a part j 
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and that, from the events of this war, the lasting happiness 
or misery of a great proportion of the human species wiU 
finally result ; that, in order to preserve this commonwealth 
from anarchy, and its attendant ruin, and to give vigour to 
our councils, and effect to all our measures, govermnent 
hath been necessarily assumed, and new modelled ; that 
it is exposed to numberless hazards, and perils, in its infan- 
tine state ; that it can never attain to maturity, or ripen into 
firmness, unless it is guarded by an affectionate assiduity, 
and managed by great abilities ; I lament my want of ta- 
lents ; I feel ray mind filled with anxiety and uneasiness, to 
find myself so unequal to the duties of that impoitant sta- 
Uon, to which I am called by the fevour of my fellow-citizens, 
at this truly critical conjuncture. The errors of my conduct 
shall be atoned for, so far as I am able, by unwearied endea- 
vours to secure the freedom and happiness of our common 
country. 

"I shall enter upon the duties of my oflice, whenever 
you, gentlemen, shall be pleased to direct ; relying upon the 
known wisdom and virtue of your honourable house to sup- 
ply my defects, and to give permanency and success to 
that system of government which you have formed, and 
which is so wisely calculated to secure equal liberty, and ad- 
vance human happiness. I have the honour to.be, gende- 
meKi, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

"P. Henry,. Jun. 



1 • 

Mr. Henry Was also immediately greeted with the follow- 
ing affectionate address, from the two regiments which he 
had recently commanded: 
2E 
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I 

" To /Us exeeUency Patrick Henrys jun. Esq.^ governor oj 
the coinmontvealth of Virginia: — TThe humble address 
ofthsfarst and second Virginia regiments: 

" May it please your excellency, 

'^ P^mit us, with the sincerest sentiments of respect and 
joy, to congratulate your excellency upon your unsolicited 
promotion to the highest honours a grateful people can he- 
stow. 

" Uninfluenced by private ambition, regardless of sordid 
interest, you have uniformly pursued the general good of 
your country ; and have taught the world, that an ingenu- 
ous love of the rights of mankind, an inflexible resolution, 
and a steady perseverance in the practice of every private and 
public virtue, lead directly to preferment, and give the best 
title to the honours of our uncorrupted and vigorous state. 

" Once happy under your military command, we hope for 
more extensive blessings from your civil administration. 

" Intrusted as your excellency is, in some measure, with 
the support of a young empire, our hearts are willing, and 
arms ready, to maintain your authority as chief magistrate ; 
happy that we have lived to see the day, when freedom and 
equal rights, established by the voice of the people, shall pre- 
vail through the land. We are, may it jdease your excel- 
lency, your excellency's most devoted and most obedient 
servants." 

To which he returned the following exquisite answer :; — 

" Gentlehien of the first and second Virginia regiments, 

" Your address does me the highest honour. Be plenned 
to accept my most cordial thanks foi: your favourable and 
kind sentiments of my principles and conduct. 
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** The high appdntment lo which my Mk>w-eitizeD6 have 
calkd me, was, indeed, imsMcitedy unmerited. I am, there- 
fore, under increased obiigatione to promote the safety, 
dignity, and happiness of the commonwealth. 

" While the civil powers are employed in establishing a 
syiMem of government, libend, equitable, in every part of 
which the genius of equal Uberty breathes her blessed influ- 
ence, to you is assigned the glorious task of saving, by your 
valour^ all that is dear to mankind. Go on, gentlemen, to 
finish the great work you have so nobly and successfully be- 
gun. Convince the tyrants again, that they shall Meed, 
that America will bleed to her last drop, ere their wicked 
schenkes find success^ 

^^ The remembrance of my former connexion with' you 
shall ever be dear to me. I honour your profession. I revere 
that patriot virtue, which, in your conduct, hath produced 
cheerful obedience, exemplary courage, and contempt of 
hardship and danger. Be assured, gentlemen, I shall feel 
the highest pleasure in embracing every importunity to con- 
tribute to your happiness and wel&re ; and I trust this day, 
will come, when I shall make one of those that will hail you 
among the triumphant deliverers of America. I have the 
honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servant, 

" P. Henby, Jun."* 



* When It is said that Mr. Henry was not successful as a writer, the 
remark must be understood as apiilicable only to those extended compo- 
sitions in which it was necessary to digest and arrange a mass of aigu- 
ments with skill and effect, and to give them beauty as well as order. 
In his abort efiusions, when excited by strcMig feelings, he was some- 
times very happy ; of which the above answer is a very pleasing spe- 
cimen. 



820 
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The first council appointed under the constitution were, 
John Page, Dudley Digges, John Tayloe, John Blair, Ben< 
jamin Harrison of Berkeley, Bartholomew Dandridge, Tho- 
mas Nelson, and Charles Garter of Shirley, Esquires. Mr. 
Nelson (the same gentleman who had received so humour- 
able a vote as governor) declined the acceptance of the office, 
on account of his age and infirmities ; and his place was 
8U{^lied by Mr. Benjamin Harrison of Brandon. 

The governor's palace, together with the out-buildings 
belongii^ to it in Williamsburg, having, by a previous reso- 
lution, been appropriated as a public hospital, was, by a reso- 
lution of the first of July, restored to its original destination; 
and the committee who had been appointed to notify the 
governor of his election, were now directed to inform him of 
the desire of the convention, that he would make the palace 
his place of residence. On the fifth of July the sum of one 
thousand pounds was directed by the house, to be laid out in 
furniture for the palace^ including the furniture already there 
belonging to the country ; and, on the same day, the gover- 
nor and members of the privy council took their respective 
oaths of office, and entered at once upon the discharge of 
their constitutional duties. 
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SECTION VII. 

Shortly after Mr. Henry's, decikm as governor, Lord 
Domiiore was driven from Owinn's island and ftom the 
state, to return to it no more ; and Virginia was left in repose 
from every external enemy. No opportunity, therefore, wa9 
affixded to the governor to distinguish himself in the exer- 
cise of that important constitutional power, which created 
him the commander in chief of the forces of the state. Du- 
ties, however, of mmre importance than lustre^ remained for 
the executive of the state — in keeping up the ardour of the 
GommoniB&ealth in the public cause— 4n frimishing and for- 
warding their quota of military suppUes to the grand conti- 
nental army — ^in awakening the spirit of the state to the im- 
portance of discipline, and preparing the militia for the eifec- 
tual disofaavge of theii* routine of duty — in watching and 
crushing the intrigues of the tories who still infested the state, 
and went about clandestinely, preaching disaffection to the 
patriot cause, and submission to Great Britain — in counter- 
^ting the schema of speculating monopolists and extor- 
tioneiB, who sought to avail themselves of the necesedties of 
the times, and to grow rich by preying on the misfortunes of 
the people — ^in short, in eradicating and removing those 
numerous moral diseases, whiph s|mi^ up with so much 
fecundity, and flourish so luxuriantly, amid the oalamtes of 
a revolution — and in keeping the body poUtic pure and 
healthy in all its parts. The numerous and well-directed 

lO* 
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proclamations with which the papers of the day abound, at- 
test the vigilance and energy with which these duties were 
performed. To enter upon a detail of them, would be to 
write the history of Virginia during this period, instead of the 
life of Mr. Henry ; a work wholly unnecessary, since it has 
been already executed with minuteness and fidelity by an 
elegant writer,* whose work will probably see the light before 
these sketches. I shall confine myself to a few prominent 
incidents of Mi'. Henry's adminiBtrati(»i, on account of some 
of wiiich a degree of censure has been, unjustly I think, at^ 
tached to his character. 

The fall of the year 1776 was one of the darkest and most 
dispiriting periods of the revcdution. The disaster at Long 
Island had occuired, by which a considerable portion of the 
American arriiy ha^ been cut off— a garrison of between 
three and four thousand men had been taken at Fort Wash- 
ington — and the American general, with the small remain 
der, disheartened and in want of every kind of comf<^, was 
retreating through the Jerseys before an overwhelming power, 
which spread terror, desolation, and death, on every hand. 
This was the period of which Paine in his Crisis used that 
memorable expression — " these are the times which try the 
souls of men T' For ashort tkne the courage of the country 
fell. Washington alone remained eisect, and surveyed with 
godlike composure the storm that r^ed around him. Even 
the heroism of the Virginia legislature gave way ; and, in a 
season of despaii?, the mad project of a dictator was seriously 
vmeditated. That Mr. Henry was thought of for this office, 
has been allied, and is highly probable ; but that the pro^ 
ject wets suggested by him, or^ven received his countenance, 

* Mr. L. H. iGirardin, the eoatinuator of Burk's History of Virginia. 
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I have met with no one wlio wiQ venture to affirm. There 
is a tradition that Col. Archibald Cary, the speaker of the 
senate, was principally instrumental in crushing this project; 
that meeting Ool. Syme, the stepbrother of GoL Henry, in 
the lobby of the house, he accosted him very fiercely in terms 
like these : — '^ I am told that your brother wishes to be dic- 
tator : tell him, from me, that the day of his appointment 
shall be the day of his death — for he shall feel my dagger 
in bis heart before the sunset of that day :" and the tradition 
adds, that Col. Syme, in great agitation, declared, "that if 
such a project existed, his brother had no hand in it, for that 
nothing could be more foreign to him, than to countenance 
any office which could endanger, in the most distant man-r 
ner, the liberties of his country." 

The intrepidity and violence of Col. Gary's character ren- 
ders the tradition probable ; but it furnishes no proof of Mr. 
Henry's implication in the scheme. ' It is most certain, that 
both himself and his friends have firmly and uniformly per* 
sifted in asserting his innocence ;v and th^e seems to be 
neither candour nor justice in imputing to him, without evi- 
dence, a scheme, which might just as well have originated 
in the assembly itself. It was not more than a month after- 
ward, that coiigress actually did, with relation to general 
Washington, very nearly what the Virginia legislature are 
said to have contemplated in regard to Mr. Henry ; they 
ihvested him with powers very little short of dictatorial : yet 
no one ever suspected general Washington of having prompt- 
ed the measure. Why then shall Mr. Henry be suspected? 
Neither general Washington himself nor any other patriot, 
bad maintained the principles of the revolution with more 
consisteQcy and uniformity than Patrick Henry; and it will 
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oerUinly neter satisfy a fiftk inqukar, to atMnpt to bidattc^ 
a suspicioii, without the sbadcyw of proof, ugainst the whole 
course of a long and patriotic life. Hie charge, moreover, 
seems preposterous. What advantage could a rational man 
promise himself from the dictatorship of a single stiUe, em- 
barked with twelve other sovereign and independent states, 
in (me common cause ; a cause, too, now so well understood 
by the whole body of the American people, and in which 
all their souls were so intensely engaged ? The man who 
was at the head of the armies of the union, might have 
played the part of Caesar or Cromwell, had he possessed 
their wkked spirit ; but what could the dictator ef a singk 
state doj and that, too, a state of firm and enlightened 
'patriots? 

It is impossible to brieve that the legislature themselves 
could have entertained a doubt of Mr. Henry's innocence; 
since at d^e next annual election for governor, which took 
place on the 30th of May, 1777, he was re-elected unafn- 
mously; the house being composed of nearly the same 
members, and the same colonel Cary being speaker of the 
senate. This honourable proof of confidence, by those who 
bert knew the whole case — who watched, with a scrutiny 
90 ^everely jealous, the conduct of our prominent men — and 
among whom were some who derived no pleasure from the 
public honours of Mr. Henry — will be decisive of this ques- 
tion, with evety man who is dispassionately searching for 
the truth, and is willing to find it. 

This very honourable mark of the confidence of the legis- 
lature, in re-electing him unanimously to the office of gover- 
nor, afibcted Mr. Henry most sensibly; and to the committee 
who announced it to him, he gave the following answer : 
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^'Gentlemen, 

" The signcd^ honour' conferred upon me by the gener&l 
assembly in their chdce of me to be the governor of this 
commonwealth, demands my best acknowledgments, which 
I beg the favour of you to convey to them in the most ac- 
ceptable manner. 

'^ I shall execute the duties of that high statbn, to which 
I am again called by the favour of my fellow-citizens, acc^^dr 
ing to the best of my abiUties, and I shall rely upon the 
candour and wi3d(M;n of the assembly, to excuse and supply 
my defects. The good of the commonwealth shall be the 
only object of my pursuit, and I shaU measure my happiness 
according to the success which shall attend my endeavours 
to establish the pubUc liberty. I beg to be presented to the 
assembly ; and that they and you will be assured, that I am, 
with very sentiment of the highest regard, their and your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

«P.He;nry.*' 

It was m the course of this year's administration of the 
government by Mr. Henry, that that memorable plot which 
disgraces our history, was formed to supplant general Wash- 
ington. This is said to have proceeded from the glory which 
general Gates had gained by the capture of Burgoyne and 
his army at Saratoga, and was believed to have been sug- 
gested by general Gates himself The plot is said to have 
been an extensive one, and to have embraced some of the 
members of congress, and many officers of the army. The 
high estimate which Mr. Henry had formed of the abiUties 
of general Washington, while that illustrious man was com- 
paratively unknown to his countrymen, has been already 
stated. This estimate, instead of having been lowered^ had 
2P 
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been confirmed and raised by subsequent events. Xr. Henry 
was too cool and judicious an observer of events, to have im- 
puted to tfae commands in chief the disasters of the autumn 
of 1776. His masterly retreat through the Jerseys, the brfl- 
liant strokes of generalship exhibited at Trenton and Prince- 
ton, and above all, that singular constancy of soul with 
which he braved adversity, had excited his grateful admira- 
tion, and estabUshed Washington in his heart as one of the 
first of human beings. He not only admired him as a ge* 
neral, but revered him as a patriot, and loved him as a fiiend. 
Feeling for general Washington sentiments like these, the 
reader may judge of the indignation and horror with which he 
read the following anonymous letter, addressed to him by 
one of the conspiratoiB against that father of hki country. 

^^YorkUHofij Jantmry 12<A,. 1778. 
« Dear Sir, 

" The conmion danger of our country first brought you 
and me together. I recollect with pleasure the influence of 
your convei-sation and eloquence upon the opinions of this 
country, in the beginning of the present controversy. You 
first taught us to shake oft' oui- idolatrous attachment to 
royalty, and to oppose its encroachments upon our liberties, 
with our very Uves. By these means you saved us from 
ruin. The independence of America is the offspring of that 
liberal spirit of thinking and acting, which followed the de- 
struction of the sceptres of kings, and the mighty power of 
Great Britain. 

" But, Sir, we have only passed the Red Sea. A dreary 
wilderness is still before us, and unless a Moees or a Joshua 
are raised up in our behalf* we must perish before we reach 
tfae promised land. We have nothing to fear from our 
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eaemiee on the way. General Howe, it is true, has taken 
Pbiladdphia ; but he has only changed his prison. His 
dominbnis are bounded on all sides, by his out-sentries. 
America can only lo^e undone by herself. She looks up to 
her councils and arms for protection ; but alas ! what are 
they? Her representation in congress dwindled to only 
twaity-one members — her Adams — her Wilson— her Hen- 
ry, ore no more among them. Her councils weak — ^and y 
partial remedies applied ccmstantly for universal diseases.!^ 
Her army — what is it? a major-general belcmging to it, called 
it a few days ago, in my hearing, a mab. Discipline un- 
known or wholly neglected. The quaiter-master and com- 
missary's departments^ filled w^th idl^iess, ignorance, and 
peculation — our hospitals crowded with six thousand sick, 
but half provided with necessaries or accommodations, and 
more dying in them in one month, than perished in the field 
during the whole of the last campaign. The money depre^ 
elating, without any effectual measures being taken to raise 
it — the country distracted with the Don duixote attempts to 
regulate the price of provisions — an artificial famine created 
by it, and a real one dreaded from it — the spirit of the people 
failing through a more intimate acquaintance with the causes 
of our misfortunes— many submitting daily to general Howe 
— and more wishing to do it, only to avoid the calamities 
which threaten our country. Qut is our case desperate ? by 
no means. We have wisdom, virtue, and strength eno' to 
save us, if they could be called into action. The northern 
army has shown us what Americans are capable of doing, 
with a general >3Li ihek head. The spirit of the southern 
aimy is no way inferior to the spirit of the northern. A 
Gates, a Lee, or a Conway, would in a few weeks render 
them an irresistible body of men. The la«t of ^ above 
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officers has accepted of the new office of inspector-genial of 

our army, in order to reform abuses ; but the remedy is only 

a palliative one. In one of his letters to a friend he says, 

^ a great and good God hath decreed America to be free— or 

^^ • * • • • « njjjj .weak counsellors, would have 

ruined her long ago.' You may rest ensured of each of the 

fiicts related in this letter. The author of it is one of your 

V Philadelphia friends. A hint of his name, if found out by 

. y^ the handwriting, must not be mentioned to your most inti- 

' mate friend. Even the letter must be thrown in the fire. 

But some of its contents ought to be made public, in order 

to awaken, enlighten, and alarm our country. I rely upon 

your prudence, and am, dear Sir, with my usual attachment 

to poUy and to our beloved independence, yours sincerely." 

" His ExceUeticy P, HertryP 

Mr. Henry did not hesitate a moment as to the course 
which it was proper for him to take with this perfidious let- 
ter : he enclosed it forthwith to general Washington, ih the 
following frank and high-minded communication : 

" Williamsburgy FehmdryW^ 1778. 
« Dear Sir, 

"You will, no doubt, be surprised at seeing the enclosed 
letter, in which the encomiums bestowed on me are as un- 
deserved, as the censures aimed at you are unjust. I am 
sorry there should be one man who counts himself my friend, 
who is not yours. 

*• Perhaps I give you needless trouble iii handing you this 
paper. The writer of it may be too insignificant to deserve 
any notice. If I knew this to be the case, I should not have 
intruded on your time, which is so precious. But there may 
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possibly be some scheme or party formmg to your prepidice. 
The enclosed leads to such a suspicion. Believe me^ Sir, I 
have too High a sense of the obligations America has to you, 
to abet or countenance so imworthy a proceeding. The most 
exalted merit hath ever been found to attract eirry. But I 
please myself with the hope, that the same fortitude and 
greatness of mind which have hitherto braved all the diffi- 
culties and.dangei-s inseparable from your station, will rise 
superi(»r to every attempt of the envious partisan. 

" I really cannot tell who is the writer of this letter, which 
not a Uttle perplexes me. The handwriting is altogether 
strange to me. 

" To give you the trouble of this gives me pain. It would 
suit my inclination better to give you some assistance in the 
great business of the war. But I will not conceal any thing 
from you, by which you may be affected ; for I really think, 
your personal welfare and the happiness of America are in- 
timatdy connected. I beg you will be assured of that high 
r^ard and esteem, with which I ever am, deai* Sir, your ^- 
fecCk«iate friend and very humble servant, 

" P. Henry." 

^^ IRs. Excelhncy General WashingtonJ'- 

Not having received any answep to thk letter, and being 
filled with sohcitade by the wicked conspiracy, he again wrote 
to general Washnigton, as foUows : 

" WUliantsburg, M^ch &th, 1778. 
"Dear Sir, 

^^ By an eQcpress which colonel Finnic sent to camp, I en- 
closed you an anonymous letter, which I hope got safe to 

Iiaod. I am anxious to hear something that will serve to 

20 
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exidain the strange affair, which I am now inf(Mrmed is taken 
tip respecting you. Mr. Gnstis has just paid us a visit, and 
by him I learn sundry particulars concerning general Mifflin, 
that much surfNrised me. It is very hard to trace the schemes 
and windings of the enemies to America. I really thought 
that man its friend : however, I am too fiir from him to judge 
of his present temper. 

" While you &ce the armed enemies of our liberty in the 
field, and by the favour of God, have been kept unhurt, I 
trust your country will never harbour in her bosom the mis- 
creant who would ruin her best supporter. I wish not to 
flatter ; but when arts unworthy honest men are used to de- 
feme and traduce you, I think it not amiss, but a duty, to 
assure you of that estimation in which the public hdd you. 
Not that I think any testimony I can bear is necessary for 
your support, oi' private satisfiiction ; for a bare recollection 
of what is past must give you sufficient pleasure in every 
circumstance of life. But I cannot help assuring you, on 
this occasion, of the high sense of gratitude which all ranks 
onnen, in this your native country, bew to you. It will give 
me sincere pleasure to manifest my r^ards, and render my 
best services to you or yours. I do not like to make a pa- 
rade of these things, and I know you are not fond of it : 
however, I hope the occasion will plead my excuse. 

'' The assembly have, at length, empow^ed the executive 
here, to provide" the Virginia troops serving with you with 
clothes, &c. I am making provision accordingly, and hope 
lo do something toward it Every possible assistance from 
government is afforded the commissary of provisi(H)s, whose 
department has not been attended to. It was taken up by 
me too late to do much. Indeed the load of business devol- 
ved on me is too great to be managed well. A French ship 
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mounting thirty gons, that has been long chased by the 
Enghsh cruisers, has got into Cardina, as I hear last night. 
'^ Wishing you all poscdUe felicity, I am, my dear Sir, 
^' Your ever affectbnate friend, 

<< And very bumble servant, 

« P. Henry." 
" £fo Excellmcy General Waskington,^^ 

In reply Mr. Henry received, shortly afterward, the two 
following very cordial letters from the general : 

" Vdlley F&rge, March ZTth, 1778. 
" Dear Sir, 

'^ About eight days past, I was honoured with your favour 
of the 20th ultima Your friendship. Sir, in transmitting 
me the anonymous letter you had received, lays me under 
the most grateful obligations ; and, if any thing could give 
a still fruther claim to my acknowledgments, it is the very 
polite and delicate terms in which you have been pleased to 
make the communication. 

^^I have ev^ been happy in supposing that I held a 
place in your esteem, and the proof of it you have afforded 
on this occasion makes me peculiarly so. The &vourable 
light in which you hold me is truly flattering ; but I should 
feel much regret, if I thought the happiness of America so 
intimately connected with my personal welfare, as you so 
obligingly seem to consider it. All I can say is, that she 
has ever had, and I trust she ever will have my honest ex- 
ertions to promote her interest. I cannot hope that my ser- 
vices have been the best, but my heart tells me they have 
heetk the best that I could render. 

'< That I may hov^ erred in usmg the means in my power 
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for aecompUBhing the objects of die arduous, exalted Btation 
with which I am honoured, I cannot doubt ; nor do I wish 
my conduct to be exempted from the repcehenaion it may 
deserve. Error is the portion of humanity^ and to censure it, 
whether eoannkted by this or that public character, is the 

preroga^ve of freemen. 

*«**•• • * #*• •••••• • 

" This is not the only secret, insidious attempt that has 
been made to wound my reputation. There have been 
others equally base, cruel, and ungenerous ; because om- 
ducted with as Uttie frankness^ and proceeding from views, 
perhaps, as personally interested. 

^' I am, dear Sir, &c. 

" Geo. Washington." 

" To his Excellency Patrick Henry j Esq, 
" Governor of Virginia^ 

"Camp, March 2Sth, 1778. . 
" Dear Sir, 

" Just as I was about to ckwe my letter of yesterday, your 
favour of the fifth instant came to hand. I can only thank 
y^u i^in in the language of the most undissemUed grati- 
tude fiur your friendship, and assure you, the indulgent dispo- 
sition which Virginia jn particular, and the states ia general, 
entertain towards me, gives me the;, most sensible pleasure. 
The approbalibn of my country is what I wish ; and as frir 
as my abiUties and opportunity will permid I hop& I sbsU 
endeax^oor to dcaerve it. Il is the K^^hest reward to a feeling 



mind ; and happy are they who so conduct themselyes as 
to merit it. 

" The anonymous letter, with which you were pleased to 
fiivoiir me, was written by**"*^**, sofiirasi can judge 
from the similitude of hands. •••••* 

'^ My caution to avoid every thing that could injure the 
service, prevented me from communicating, except to a very 
few of my friends, the intrigues of a &ction which I knew 
Was formed against me, since it might serve to publish our 
internal dissensions ; but their own restless zeal to advance 
their views has too clearly betrayed them, and made conceal- 
ment on my part fruitless. I cannot precisely mark the ex- 
tent of their views ; but it appeared, in general; that Gene- 
ral Gates was to be exalted on the ruin of my reputation and 
influence. This I am authorized .to say from undeniable 
facts in my own possession— from publications, the evident 
scope of which could not be mistaken — and from private 
detractions industriously circulated. ******, it is com- 
monly supposed, bore the second part in the cabal; and 
General Oonway, I know, was a very active and malignant 
partisan; but I have good reason to bdieve, that their machi- 
nations have recoiled most sensiUy upon themselves. 

I am, dear Sir, dec. 

"Geo. Washington.** 

" His Excellency Patrick Henry, Esq. 
" Governor of Virginia,^^ 

The plot did recoil on its contrivers, and left Generat 
Washington more firmly established than ever in the confi- 
dence of his countrymen. 
2G 
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At tlie spring sesmon of 1778, Mr. Henry was again una- 
nimously reelected to the office of governor. Mr. Jeflerson, 
Mr. DaiKlridge, and Mr. Page, tlie coinmiltee appointed to 
announee to him that event, received and reported the fol- 
lowing* answer : 

*' Gentlemen, 

^' The general assembly in again electing me governor of 
this commonw^ealtli, have done me very signal honour. I 
trust that their confidence thus continued in me will not \ye 
misplaced. 

" 1 beg you will be pleased, gentlemen, to pi:esent me to 
the general assembly, in terms of grateful acknowledgmei^t 
for this fresh instance of their favour toward me ; and to 
assure th^m, that my l^est endeavours shall be used to pro- 
mote the public gootl, in that station to which they have 
once more been pleased to call me." 

At this same session an act was passed, pn account of 
which both Mr. Henry and the legislature have been, it is 
thought, improperly censured. 1 mean the act to attaint 
Josiah Philips.' This man. In the suminer of 1777, at the 
head of a banditti, commenced a course of crimes in the 
counties of Norfolk and Princess Anne, which spread terror 
and consternation on every hand. Avaibng himself of the 
disaffection which prevailed in that quarter, and taking re- 
fuge from occasional pursuit in the fastnesses of the Di«nal 
Swamp, he had carried on a species of war against the inno- 
cent and defenceless, at the bare mention of which humanity 
shudders. Scarcely a night passed without witnessing the 
shrieks of women and children, flying by the light of their 
own burning houses, from the assaults of these merciless 
wretches ; and every day was marked by the descdation of 
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9dme ftirm, by robberies on the highway, or the aflsaftBination 
of some individaal, whose patriotism had incurred the dis- 
pleasure of this fierce and bloody leader of banditti. Every 
attempt to take them had hitherto proved abortive ; when, 
in May, 1778, the governor received the following letter from 
Col. John Wilson : 

" Norfolk County, May 9XHk, 1778. 
" Honourable Sir, 

"I received your letter the 14th inst, of the 12th April, 
respecting the holding the militia in readiness, and my at- 
tention to the armd and accoutrements, which I shall en 
deavour to comply with as far as in my powc^r: that much, 
however, may not be expected from this county, I beg to 
observe, that the militia, of late, fail much in appearing at 
musters, submitting to the trifling fine of five shillings, which 
they argue they can afford to pay, by earning more at home ; 
but I have reason to fear, through disaffection. With ^uch 
a set of men, it is impossible to render any service to coun- 
try or county. A few days since, hearing of the ravages 
committed by Philips and his notorious gang, I ordered fifty 
men to be raised out of four companies, consisting of upward 
of two hundred : of those only ten appeared, and it being 
at a private muster, I compelled twenty others into duty, 
putting them under the command of Capt. Josiah Wilson, 
who imnlediately marched after the insurgents; and that 
very night one fourth of his men deserted. Capt. Wiboii 
still pursued, but to no purpose: they were either taken to 
their secret places in the swamp, or concealed by their 
friends, that no intelligence could be obtained. He then 
returned, his men declaring they oouU stay no longer, on 
account of their <»op6. I ccmskiered, therefore, that rather 
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than that they should wholly desert, it might ht better to 
discharge them, and wait the coming of the Nansemond 
militia, when I trusted something might be done: but of 
those men I can hear no tidings; and unless they or some 
other better men do come, it will be out of my power to ef- 
fect any thing with the militia of this county ; for such is 
their cowardly disposition, joined to their disaffection, that 
scarce a man, without being forced, can be raised to go after 
the outlyers. We have lost Capt. Wilson since his return : 
having some private business at a neighbour's within a mUe 
of his own house, he was fired on by four men concealed in 
the house, and wounded in such a manner that he died in 
a few hours ; and this will surely be the fate of a few others 
if their request of the removal of the relations and friends of 
those villains be not granted, which I am again pressed to 
solicit for ,and in which case neither assistance, pay, nor plun- 
der, is expected ; ccmceiving that to distress their supporters 
is the only means by which we can root those wretches from 
us, and thereby establish peace and security to ourselves and 
families. 

<' I am, with great respect, 
^'Honourable Sir, 

^' Your roost obedient humble < servant, 

"John Wilson.'* 

" A company of about 50 men are now come from Nanse- 
mond ; but I am informed by the captain, that they will not 
be kept above two days, five having deserted already. 

« Jno. Wilson." 

The governor immediacy enclosed this letter to the 
house of delegates, with the following commtmication : 
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^' The honourable Benjamin Harrison^ Esq. speaker of 

the house of delegates. 

"WUliamslntrg, May 27, 1778. 
" Sir, 

*^ I was always unwilling to trouble the general assembly 
with any thing that seemed of too little consequence for deli- 
beration. In that view I have for some time considered the 
insurrection in Princess Anne and Norfolk. I have from time 
to time given orders to the commanding officers of those 
counties, to draw from the militia a force sufficient to quell 
iL These officers have often complained of the difficulty 
of the business, arising partly from the local circumstances 
attending it, but chiefly from die backwardness and even 
disaffection of the people. In order to <remove the latter ob- 
stacle, I gave orders fer one hundred m^i to be drawn out 
into this service, from Nansemond county ; but I am sorry 
to say, the ahnost total want of discipline in that and too 
many other militias in the state, seems to forbid the hope of 
their doing much to effect. 

" Col. Wilson, whose letter I enclose, has several times 
given me to understand, that, in his opinion, the removal 
of such families as are in league with the insurgents, was a 
step absolutely necessary, and has desired me to give orders 
accordingly. But thinking that the executive power is not 
competent to such a purpose, I must beg leave to submit the 
whole matter to the assembly, who are the only judges how 
far the methods of proceeding directed by law are to be dis- 
pense(f with on this occasion. 

.** A company of regulars, drawn from the several stations, 
will be ordered to co-operate with the militia, though indeed 
their scanty numbers wSi not permit it to be done without 
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hazard. But I cannot help thinking this ought to be en- 
countered ; for an apparent disposition to disturb the peace 
of this state has been manifested by these people during 
the whole course of the present war. It seems, therefore, 
that no effort to crush these desperadoes should be spared. 

" My duty would no longer suffer me to withhold these 
several matters fix)m the view of the general assembly, to 
whom I beg leave to refer them through you. 
" With great r^jard, 

'^ I have the honour to be, Sir, 
^ '' Your most obedient humble servant, 

« P. Heney." 

This letter was communicated to the house on the day of 
its date, and was immediately referred to a committee of the 
whole house, on the state of the commonwealth. That com- 
mittee was immediately formed ; but not having time to go 
through the subject, had leave to sit again. On the next 
day the house again resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, and after some time spent therein, the speaker re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr, Carter reported on the subject of 
Philips, as foUows : 

^' Information being received, that a certain 
Phihps, with divers others his associates and confederates, 
have levied war against this commonwealth within the coun- 
ties of Norfolk and Princess Anne, committing murders, 
burning houses, wasting &rms, and doing oUier acts of ^lor- 
mity, in defiance of the officers of justice, 

"^ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
if the said Philips, bis associates and confede- 

rates, do not render themselves to some officer, civil or milj 
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cary, within this commonwealth, on or before day 

of June in this present year, such of them as 6il so to do, 
ought to be attainted of hi^ treason ; and that in the mean 
time, and before such render, it shall be lawful for any person, 
with or without orders, to pursue and slay, or otherwise to 
take and deliver to justice the said PhiUps, his 

associates and confederates." 

Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tyler, were the com- 
mittee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill, pursuant to 
this resolution, which was reported on the same day, and 
read the first time. On the two succeeding days it was 
read a second and third time ; and thus regularly passed 
through the forms- of the lower house. It was communi- 
cated to the senate by Mr. Jefferson on the 30th day of the 
month, and returned, passed by them, without amendment, 
on the first day of June, which was the last day of the session. 
The act, as it stands upon the statute book of the session, is 
as follows : 

^^ An act to attaint Josiah Philips and others, unless they 
render themselves to justice, within a certain time. 

^' Whereas a certain Josiah Philips^ labourer, of the 
parish of Lynhaven and county of Princess Anne, together 
with divers others, inhabitants of the counties of Prificess 
Anne and Norfolk, and citizens of this commonwealth, 
contrary to their fidelity, associating and confederating to- 
gether, have levied war against this commonwealth, within 
the same, committing murders, burning houses, wasting 
farms, and doing other acts of hostihty in the said counties 
ci Princess Anne and Norfolk, and still continue to exercise 
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the same enormities on the gbod people of this common- 
wealth ; and, whereas, the delays which would attend the 
proceeding to outlaw the said offenders, according to the usual 
forms and procedures of the courts of law, would leave the 
said good people, for a long time, exposed to murder and de- 
vastation : 

^•' Be it, therefore, enacted by the general a^ssembly, 
That if the said Jbsiah Philips, his associates and confede- 
rates, shall not, on or before the last day of June in the present 
year, render themselves to the governor, or to some member 
of the privy council, judge of the general court, justice of the 
peace, or commissioned officer of the regular troops, navy, or 
ixulitia of this commonwealth, in order to their trials for the 
treasons, murders, and other felonies by them committed, that, 
then, such of them, the said Josiah Philips, his associates 
and confederates, as shall not so render him or themselves, 
shall stand and be convicted and attainted of high treason, 
and shall suffer the pains of death, and incur all forfeitiues. 
penalties, and disabilities, prescribed by the law against those 
convicted and attainted of high treason ; and that execution 
of this sentence of attainder shall be done, by order of the 
general court, to be entered so soon as may be conveniently, 
after notice that any of the said offenders are in custody of 
the keeper of the public jail. And if any person committed 
to the custody of the keeper of tlie pubUc jail, as an asso- 
ciate or confederate of the said Josiah Philips, shall allege 
that he hath not been of his associates or confederates, at 
any tkne after the first day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, at which 
time the said murders and devastations were b^un, a petit 
jury shall be summoned and charged, according to the 
forms of ih» kw, to try, in the presence of the said court, the 
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&ct ao aB^ed ; and if it be found against the defendant, exe- 
cution of this act shall be done as before directed. 

'^ And that the good peofde of this commonwealth may 
not, in the mean time, be subject to the unrestrained hoetili- 
ties of tlie said insurgents : Be it further enaetecl, That 
from and after the passing of this act, it shall be lawful for 
any person, with or without orders, to pursue and slay the 
said Josiah Philips^ and any others Avho have been of his 
assodb.ted or confederates, at any time after the said first day 
of My aforesaid, and shall not have previously rendered him 
or themselves to any of the officers, civil or military, before 
described, or otherwise to take and deliver them to justice, to 
be dealt with according to law. Provided, that the person 
so slain be in arms at the time, or endeavouring to escape 
being taken." 

Philips was apprehended in the course of the autumn, and 
indicted by Mr. vEdmund Randolph, attomey'general,/or 
highway roftfcerjr, simply. On this charge he was tried 
at the October term of the general court, convicted^ and exe- 
cuted : so that the act of attainder was never brought to bear 
upon him at all. This is the whole case of Josiah Philips. 
The reader will judge whether Mr. Henry deserves censure 
for having communicated to the legislature the letter of 
Col. Wilson ; or whether that body acted with too much 
severity toward a wretch, who had not only set the laws of 
his country at defiance, but was waging a cruel and das- 
tardly war upon men without arms, upon women and chil- 
dren ; and acting, not the part of a Inave and open enemy, 
but that of an enemy of the human fomily. 

Just at the close of Mr. Henry's administration, Virginia 

suffered an invasion of a few days under the British officers, 

Collin and Matthew. They seized Fort Nelson near Nor- 
2H 21 
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folk, destroyed the naval stores at Gosport, burnt Suffolk, and 
disappeared before the militia could be rallied to chastise their 
insolence. This occurred in the month of May, 1779; and 
the fecility and impunity with which the enterprise was ac- 
complished, very probably suggested the more serious inva^ 
sion of the state, which afterward took place undar the traitor 
Arnold. 

It would seem, that a wish was entertained to re-elect Mr. 
Henry to the office of governor a fourth time, although the 
constitution declared him ineligible after the third year< The 
impression seems to have been that his appointment for the 
first year, not having been made by delegates who had them- 
selves been elected under the constitution, ought not to be 
counted as one of the constitutional years of service. Mr. 
Henry, however, had too scrupulous a respect for that instru- 
ment to accept the office, even in a doubtftil case ; and, there- 
fore, addressed the foUowing letter to the speaker : 

"JJfoy28^A,1779. . 
" Sir, * 

" The term for which I had the honour to be elected go- 
vernor by the late assembly being just about to expire, and the 
constitution, as I think, making me ineligible to that office, 
I take the Uberty to communicate to the assembly through 
you. Sir, my intention to retire in four or five days. 

" I have thought it necessary to give this notification of my 
design, in order that the assembly may have the earliest op- 
portunity of deUberating upon the choice of a successor to me 
in office. With great regard, 

''I have the honour to be, Sir, 
"Your most obedient servant, 

« P. Henry." 
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Thus closed Mr. Heniys administration : and although he 
had not had an opportunity of distinguishing it by any splen- 
did achierement, it is honour enough that he had given uni- 
versal satisfaction, and that he retired with a popularity con- 
firmed and increased. 

It has been thought best not to break the chain of the 
narrative as to his public character, by noticing the changes 
which had before this time occurred in his domestic relations. 
It may be proper to pause here for the purpose of supply- 
ing this omission. 

His wife, the partner of his youth, and the solace of his 
early adversities, had died in the year 1775, after having 
made him the father of six children. The anguish of this 
blow was mitigated by the circumstance of her having fceen, 
for several years, in a state of ill health and of suffering, 
fnom which there was no hope of recovery ; and to her, 
therefore, death indeed " came like a friend to relieve her 
from pain." 

Neither had the father lived to witness the promotion of his 
son to the highest honours of the republic. He had Uved, 
however, long enough to enjoy the first bloom of his feme, 
and to see him the most celebrated and rising character in 
the state. He had died about the year 1770, and lefk behind 
him a name highly respectable for every private and social 
virtue. 

His uncle, ^or whom he seems to have had a strong aflfec- 
tion, had died during his government, and in token of his 
affection and respect, had appointed him the executor of his 
will. 

His tender and indulgent mother stSl survived, and fek 
all that pure and exquisite delight, which the well-nleserved 
honours of her son were calculated to inspire. 
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After the death of his wife, Mr. Henry sold the farm call- 
ed Scotch Town, on which he had resided in Hanover, and 
purchased eight or ten thousand acres of valuable land in 
the county of Henri/ ; a county which had been erected 
during his government, and which had taken its name from 
htm, as did afterward its neighbouring county of Patrick. 
In the year 1777, he intermarried with Dorothea, the daugh- 
ter of Mr. Nathaniel W. Dandridge, with whom, after the 
resignation or expiration of his office, he removed to his 
newly acquired estate called Leatherwood, and there re- 
sumed the practice of the law. In the year 1780, we find 
him again in the assembly, and one of the most active mem- 
bers in the house. 

During the winter session of this year, general Gates en- 
tered the city of Richmond from his southern campaign, 
where he had most wofuUy fulfilled general Lee's predic- 
tion.* His total defeat at Camden, and a series of subse- 
quent ill fortune, had left South Carolina completely in the 
hands of the victorious British; and to increase his humilia- 
tion, congress had not only superseded him in that command, 
by the substitution of general Greene, but had passed a 
resohiiiion reqwing the commander in chief to order a court 
of inquiry on his conduct. Under these accumulated dis- 
graces, the unfortunate general entered the city of Richmond; 
when Mr. Henry moved a resolution, which displays, in a 
most engaging light, the delicate and generous sensibility 
of his «haractw: it was as fellows: 

'^ Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed to wcut 



* * When Gen. Chariea Lee heaivi of Gen. Gates' ap^intment to the 
eotumaod of the sontliem army, he foretold " thaiiMiwr^mlmurei^ 
would be turned into sou^ern wiUowaP 
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on major-geoeral Gates, and to assure bim of the high regard 
and esteem of this house; that the remembrance of his for- 
mer glorious services cannot be obliterated by any reverse of 
fortune; but that this house, ever mindful of his great merit, 
will omit no opportunity of testifying to the world, the gra- 
titude which, as a memb^ of the American union, this 
country owes to him in his military character." 

The author may be permitted to say of a state, which is 
his only by adoption, that, in an assembly of Virginians, this 
generous resolution could not iiul to pass unanimously. The 
committee appointed to communicate it to the general were, 
Mr. Henry, Mr. Richard H. Lee, Mr. Zane, and General 
Nelson. We may be assured, that a committee, chosen 
with so much judgment,* discharged their duty in a manner 
the most grateful to the wounded feelings of the general; 
and on the next day Mr. Henry reported the following an- 
swer, which was spread upon the journal: 

" RichmoThd, December 28ih, 1780. 
"Sir, 

"I shall ever remember vdth the utmost gratitude, the 
high honour this day done me by the honourable the 
house of delegates of Virginia. When engaged in the noble 
cause of freedom and the United States, I devoted myself 
entirely t<f the service of obtaining the great end of their 

* Mr. Henry, the mover, had recently closed his administration with 
iionour, oft the first republican governor of Virginia, and was the most 
considerable man in the commonwealth ; Mr. Lee was a member of 
the congress, whose vote we have just mentioiied ; Mr. Zane repre- 
sented the county in which Qen. Grates lived; and Gen. Nelson was 
the most popular military character in the state. 






246 WIRTS LIFE OF 

ufl^on. Thai I have been oace unfortunate is my great 
mortification; but, let the event of my futuie services be 
what they may, they will, as they always have been, be 
directed by the most faithful integrity, and aiiimcUed by the 
truest zeal for the honour and interest of the United States. 

"Horatio Gates." 

The spring and summer of the next year presented a 
penod of even deeper darkness than the autumn of 1776. 
Yirginia had not, hitherto, been the theatre of hostile opera- 
tions of a very serious character; her sufferings had been 
rather those of sympathy with her northern and soiUhern 
si9ters; but in this year the calamities of war were brought 
home to her own bosom. Arnold's invasion took place in 
January: having carried his ravages as high up as Richmond 
and Westham, he retired to Portsmouth, where he rested till 
April, when general Philips succeeded to the command, and 
paid another visit of desolation to Manchester. In the next 
month came lord Cornwallis, with his victorious army from 
the south, driving every thing before him, and striking terror 
into whatsoever quarter he approached. Having formed a 
junction between his forces and those under the command 
of general Philips, there was no longer a military force in 
the state which had the power to resist him. The inferior 
body of republican troops, under the marquis la Fayette, 
moved before him, without the ability to strike a blow; and 
Cornwallis roamed at pleasure, and without any apprehen- 
sion, through the interior of the state. 

The seventh of May was the day appointed by law for the 
meeting of the assembly at Richmond. A few members met 
and took the oaths prescribed by law ; but the number not be- 
ing sufficient to proceed to business, the house was adjourn- 
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ed torn day Ip day miitfl the 10th ; when, upon mformation 
of the approauch ci the enemy, they adjoamed to the 24di, 
to meet at Charlottesville. It wa« not until the 28th that a 
house was formed to {iroceed to bu^ess at this place ; 
when Mr. Benjamin Harrison was elected speaker, and after 
making the usual acknowledgments for that honour, pro- 
ceeded to address the folkwing remarks to the house ; which 
I quote, not because they are a very &vourable epeeimen of 
Mr. Harrison's omtory, but to show the panic which prevailed 
even among the first men of the country. — '< The critical and 
dangerous situation of our country leads me to hope, that my 
recommending it to you to despatch the weighty matters 
that will be under your consideration, with all convenient 
speedy wUl not be taken amiss ; the people expect that effec^ 
tual and decisive measures will be taken to rid them of an 
implacable enemy, that are now roaming at large in the 
very bowds of our country, and I have no doubt of 'your 
answering their expectations ; the mode of doing this may 
indeed be difib^ult : but it not being my province to point it 
out, I shall leave it to your vmlom, in full confidence that 
ev^y thing that is necessary for quieting the minds and 
dispelling the fears of our constituents, will be done." 

Eight days after this address, Mr. John Jouett, a citizen of 
the place, entered the town on horseback, at fiiU speed, and 
announced the near and rapid approach of Taiiton, at the 
head of three hundred cavalry and mounted infantry. The 
house had just met, and was about to commence business, 
when the alarming cry of '^ Tailton and the British," was 
spread through \\» village ; and they had scarcely taken 
time to adjourn informally to Staunton, when Tariton rushed 
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like a thunderbolt into the village, in the confident expecta 
tion of seizing the whole assembly: but die birds had flown. 
He made seven of them only prisoners. The rest re-assem- 
bled in Staunton, on the 7th of June. On the 10th of June, 
a false report of his approach produced another panic ; and 
the house having merely taken time to resolve that they 
would meet at the Warm Springs, if it shoukl be found dan- 
gerous to meet in Staunton on the next day ; and on their 
failure so to do, that the speaker might call a meeting, 
when and where he pleased, again broke up and dispersed. 

It was at this period of almost hopeless darkness, when the 
energies of the state seemed to have been pretty nearly pa- 
ralyzed, that the project of a dictator was again revived ; and 
it is again highly probable, that Mr. Henry was the character 
who was in view for that office. Inquiries have been made 
of the surviving members of that assembly to ascertain whe- 
ther the project could be traced to him, or whether he had 
any kind of participation in the proposal ^, but those inquiries 
have resulted in a conviction of his entire innocence. The 
project came from other quarters, and seems to have been the 
last refuge of that general despair, which for a short time per- 
vaded the whole commonwealth. 

But this period of deep darkness was the harbinger o^ 
breaking day. The morning dawned with the arrival of 
those aids from France, which Mr. Henry had so long ago 
predicted ; and the sun of American independence arose, to 
set no more. He lived to witness the glorious issue of that 
revolution which his genius had set in motion ; and (to re- 
peat his own prophetic language, before the commencement 
of the struggle) '^ to see America take her stand among the 
nations of the earth." The contest closed with the capture 
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o( CcMrnwaQis al Lilde Y<N:k, on the 19th of October, 1781 ; 
and thus, the ball of the reyolution rested in the same stale 
in which it had received the first impulse. 

This enlightened and patriotic statesman, however, was 
not yet inclined to indulge himself in that repose to which 
he was so wdl entitled. The constitution of the state had 
as yet been tried only in war, when the sense of common 
danger, and thcur ardour in the common cause, might of 
themselves have been sufficient to keep the people together, 
and to supply, in a good degree, the place of government. 

It was necessary to see how the instrument would work 
in peace ; what assurance it gave of public order and well 
regulated liberty ; or whether any, and what delSscts in the 
plan required amendment. 

Th^e were other considerations, too, which caUed loudly 
for attention. The war had left (he country in a most de* 
plorable situatid^ ^ < . i- ^^ in debt ; its warriors unrequited ; 
its finances wholly tfe^anged ; its jurisprudence unsettled ; 
and all its Acuities weak, disordered, and exhausted. This 
was no time for the patriot to quit his post. It demanded all 
his vigilance to guard the infant republic against the machi- 
nations of its enemies, both abroad and at home ; it lequired 
all hb care and all his skill to heal the numerous disorders 
which had flowed from the war ; to nurse the new-bom na- 
tion into health and strength ; to develope its resources, moral 
and physical ; and thus to give security and permanence to 
its liberties. 

With the view of contributing his aid to ihoae great ob- 
jects, Mr. Henry still continued to represent the county of his 
remdence, in the I^i^ture of the state, and controlled the 
proceedings of that body, with a weight of personal authority, 

and a power of eloquence, which it was extremdy d^ficudt, 
2 I 
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andondeed almost impoBedble to resist. A striking evidence 
cf this power was given, immediately on the close of the 
revolution, in his advocating the return of the British refu- 
gees. The measure was most vehemently opposed. There 
was no class of human beings against whom such violent 
and deep-rooted prejudices existed. The name of ^^ British 
tory," was of itself enough, at that period, to throw almost 
any company in Virginia into flames, and Avas pretty gene- 
rally a signal for a coat of tar and feathers ; a signal which 
was not very often disobeyed. Mr. Henry's proposition in 
&vour of a class of people so odious could not fail to excite 
the strongest surprise ; and was, at first, received with a re- 
pugnance apparently insuperable. 

The late judge Tyler, then the speaker of the house, op- 
posed it in the committee of the whole, with great warmth ; 
and in the course of the discussion, turning from the chair- 
man to Mr. Henry, he asked him, " hbf^ is^ above all other 
men, could think of inviting into hib &mily, an enemy, 
from whose insults and injuries he had suffered so severely ?" 
To this Mr. Henry answered, " that the personal feelings of 
a politician ought not to be permitted to enter those walls. 
The question (he said) was a national one, and in deciding 
it, if they acted wisely, nothing would be regarded but the 
interest of the nation. On the altar of his country's good 
he was willing to sacrifice all personal resentments, all pri- 
vate wrongs — and he flattered himself, that he was not the 
only man in the house who was capable of making such a 
sacrifice. We have. Sir, (said he,) an extensive country, 
without population — ^what can be a more obvious policy 
than that this country ought to be peq>led ? — people. Sir, 
form the strength and constitute the wealth of a nation. I 
want to see our vast forests filled up by some process a little 
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more speedy than the ordinary course of nature. I wish to 
see these states rapidly ascending to that rank which their 
natural advantages authorize them to hold among the na- 
tions of the earth. Cast your eyes, Sir, over this extensive 
country — observe the salubrity of your cUmate ; the variety 
and fertiUty of your ^il — and see that soil intersected in every 
quarter by bold, navigable streams, flowing to the east and 
to the west, as if the finger of Heaven were marking out the 
coui'se of your settlements, inviting you to enterprise, and 
pointing the way to wealth. Sir, you are destined, at some 
time or other, to become a great agricultural and commercial 
people ; the only question is, whether you choose to reach 
this point by slow gradations, and at some distant period- 
lingering on through a long and sickly minority— subjected, 
meanwhile, to the machinations, insults, and oppressions of 
enemies foreign and domestic, without su£S^cient strength to 
resist and chastise them — or whether you choose rather to 
rush at once, as it were, to the fiill enjoyment of those high 
destinies, and be able to cope, single-handed, with the proud- 
est oppressor of the old world. If you prefer the latter course, 
as I trust you do, encourage emigration — encourage the 
husbandmen, the mechanics, the merchants of the old world, 
to come and settle in this land of promise — make it the home 
of the skilfiil, the indtistrious, the f(»tunate and happy, as 
well as the asylum of the distressed — ^fill up the measure of 
your population as speedily as you can, by the means which 
Heaven hath pbiced in your power — and I venture to pro- 
phesy there are those now living who will see this iavoured 
land amongst the most powerful on earth — able, Sir^ to take 
care of herself, without resorting to that policy which is al- 
ways so dangerous, though sometimes unavoidable, of caUiog 
in fore%n aid. Yes, Sir — they will see her great in arts and 
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in wnooB — her golden harvests wavmg over fields of umnea- 
surable extent — her cominorce penetrating the most distant 
seas, and her cannon silencing the vain boasts of those who 
now proudly afiect to nile the waves. But, Sir, you must 
have men — ^yoi) cannot get along wkhout them — those 
heavy forests of valuable timber, under which your lands are 
groaning, must be cleared away — those vast riches which 
cover the face <tf your soil, as well as those which lie hid in 
its bosom, are to be developed and gathered only by the skill 
and enterprise of men — ^your timber, Sir, must be worked up 
into ships, to trai^sport the productions of the soil from which 
it ha^ been cleared — then, you must have comm^cial men 
and commercial capital, to. take off your productions, and 
find the best markets for them abroad — ^your great want, Sir, 
is the want of men ; and these you must have, and will have 
qieedily, if you are wise. 

'' Do you ask how you are to g&i them ? — Open your doors, 
Six^ and they will come in — the population of the <dd world 
is ftdl to overflowing — ^that population is ground, too, by the 
oppressions of the governments under which they Uve. Sir, 
they are already standing on tiptoe upon their native shores, 
and looking to your coasts with a wishful and longii^ eye 
— they see here a land blessed with natural and political ad- 
vantage, which,are not equalled by those of any other coun- 
try ufipn earth— ra land on which a gracious Providence bath 
emptied the horn of abundance — a land over which Peace 
baUi now stretched forth her white wings, $tnd v^here Con- 
tent and Pianty lie down at every door! Sir, they «ee s(»ne* 
thing sUli vrme attractive thajn all this->4hey see a land in 
which liberty hath ta^ea up her abode-^that Liberty, whom 
Uiey had GiMWidered as a &bled goddess, existing only inth^ 
&ncies of poets — they see her here a real divinity — her allaiv 
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imaig on eyery hand throughout these happy states — \g^t 
glories chaunted by three millions of tongues — and Cfae whole 
region smiling imder her blessed inffuence.' Sir, let but this 
our celestial goddess, Liberty, stretch .forth her fair hand to- 
ward the people of the old world — tell them to come, antf 
bid them welcome — and you will see them pouring in from 
the north — from the south — from the east, and from the west 
— your wildernesses will be cleared and settled— ^y our "deserts 
will dmile — your ranks will be filled— and you will scton"^ 
in a condition to defy the powers of any adversary. 

" But gentlemen object to any accession from Great Bri- 
tain — and particularly to the return of the British refugees. 
Sir, I feel no objection to the return of those deluded people 
— they huve, to be sure, mistaken their own interests most 
woftdly, and most wofully have they suffered the punishment 
due to their offences. But the relations which we bear to 
them and to their native country are now changed — their 
king hath acknowledged our independence — the quarrel is 
over — peace hath returned, and found us ist free people. Let 
us have the magnanimity. Sir, to lay aside our antipathies 
and prejudices, and consider the subject in a poUtical light. 
Those are an enterprising, moneyed people — they will be ser- 
viceable in taking off the surplus produce of our lands, and 
supplying us with necessaries, during the infant state of our 
manufactures. Even if they be inimical to us in point of feel- 
ing and principle, I can see no objection, in a political view, 
in making them tributary to ow advantage. And as I have 
no prejudices to prevent my making this use of them, so, 
Sir, I have no fear of any mischief that they ccai do us. 
Afraid of them ! — ^wfaat. Sir, (said he, rising to one of his lof- 
tiest attitudes, and assuming a look of the most indignant 
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and sovereign contempt,) shaU we^ who have laid the pcoud 
BiitUi 2ioii at our feet, now be afraid of Ai« whdpsT 

The force of this figure, and the energy with which it 
was brought out, are said to have produced an effect that made 
the house start simultaneously. It continued to be admired, 
long after the occasion which gave it birth bad passed away, 
and was frequently quoted by Mr. Wythe to his students, 
while profeQ0or of law at William and Mary Ccdlege, as a 
happy specimen of those valuable figures, which unite the 
beauty of decoration with the effect of argument. 

The gentleman to whom I am indebted fcnr the preceding 
incident,^ has favoured me isdso with the following one, 
which I shall give in his own words : — 

"Mr, Henry espoused the measure which took off the re- 
straints on British comrnerce, before any treaty was entered 
into ; in which I opposed him on this ground, that that mea- 
sure would expel from this country the trade of every other 
nation, on account of our habits, language, and the manner 
of conducting business on credit between us and them : also 
on this ground, in addition to the above, that if we changed 
the then current of commerce, we should drive away all com- 
petitiop, and never perhaps should regainit, (which has lite- 
rally happened.) In reply to these observations, he was beyond 
all expression eloquent and sublime. After painting the dis* 
tresses of the people, struggling through a perilous war, cut 
off from commerce so long that they were naked, and un- 
clothed, he concluded with a figure, or rather with a series of 
figures, which I shall ;iever forget, because, beautiful as they 

* Judge Tyler. 
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were in themselves, their eifeet was *hejghteived beyond aU 
dMcripticm^ by the manner in which he acted what he spoke : 
— -* Why,' said he, * should we fetter jcoqameFce 7\ If a mliu 
is in chains, he droops cuid bows to the earth, for bis spirits 
are broken, (looking sorrowfully at his feet;) but let him 
twist the fetters from his legs, and' he 'v^lf stand arect 
(straightening himself, and assuming a look pf proud defi- 
ance.) Fetter not commerce, SiJ: — ^let her be as free a^ air — 
she will range the whole creation, and return on the wings 
of the four winds of Jieaven, to bless the land with plenty.' " 

In the fell session of 1784, Mr. Henry proposed and advo- 
cated several measures which deserve particular mention ; 
one of them, on account of the originality and boldness of 
mind from which it proceeded ; and others, because they 
have sometimes been made the su1:]gects of censure agaiiust 
him. The first respects the Indians. Those unfortunate 
beings, the natural enemies of the white people, whom J^hey 
r^arded as lawless intruders into a country set apart for 
themselves by the Great Spirit, had continued, from their 
first landing, to harass the white settlements, and hang like 
a pestilence on their frontier, as it advanced itself toward the 
west. The story of their accumulated wrongs, handed down 
by tradition from father to son, and emblazoned with all the 
colours of Indian oratory, had kept their war fires smoking 
from age to age, and the hatchet and scalping knife perpe- 
tually bright. They had long since abandoned the hope of 
being able, by their single strength, to exterminate the usur- 
pers of their soil ; but either from the spirit of habitual and 
deadly revenge, or from the policy of checking, as far as they 

could, the perpetually extending encroachments of the white 

■ 

men, they had waged an unremitting war upon their bor- 
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ders, marked wkh honotB which ectipse the wildest fictions 
of the legendary tale/ These peqple, too, besides the mb 
ehie& to T^hich th^ were prompted by their own feelings 
and habits, were an ever ready and a most terrific scourge, 
in the hands of any enemy with whom this country might 
be at variance. Dunmore, although thanked at the time for 
his services, was afterward believed, by the house of bur- 
gesses, to have made use of them in the years 1774-5, in or- 
der to draw off the attention of the colonists from the usur- 
pation of the British court : and, in the recent war of the 
revolution, that merciless enemy had been again let loose 
upon our frontier, with all the terrors of savage warfare. The 
return of peauce with Britain had given us but a short respite 
firom tbdr hostilities. I perceive, by the journal of the house 
ot del^ates, that on the 5th of November, 1784, it was, on 
the motion of Mr. Henry, 

" Resolved, That the governor with the advice of council, 
be requested to adopt such measures as may be found neces- 

* The stories of these border skirmishes, which yet live in the tradi- 
tions of the west, arc highly worthy of collection. They* exhibit 
scenes of craft, boldness, and farocity, on the part of the savages, and 
of heroic and desperate defence by the semi-barbarous men, women, 
and children, who were the objects of these attacks, which mark the 
characters of both sides in a most interesting manner. Those tales of 
the long, obstinate, and bkx)dy defence of log cabins; of the abnost in- 
credible achievements of women and little boys ; of the sometimes 
total and sometimes partial havoc of families; of the captivity, tor- 
tures, and death, of some ; and the miraculous escape, wanderings, 
and preservation, of others— would form a book of more interest than 
any other that could be put into the hands of a Virginia reader ; and 
would furnish the subject of many a novel, drama, and painting. The 
adventure of Captain Smith and Pocahontas, if you put aside the 
idignity of their characters, is cold and tame, when compared with 
some whidi are related among the western inhabitants of this state. 



1 



PATRICK HfimiY. 257 

sary, to avert the danger of hostilities with the Indiansy and 
to incline them to treat with the commissioners of ccmgress ; 
and for that purpose to draw on the treasury for any sum of 
money not exceeding one thousand pounds, which shall 
stand charged to the account of money issued for the contin- 
gent charges of government." 

A treaty with the Indians^ however, was well known to be 
a miserable expedient; the benefits of which would scarcely 
last as long as the ceremonies that produced it. The reflect- 
ing politician could not help seeing, that, in order to remove 
the annoyance effectually, the remedy must go to the root of 
the disease — ^that that inveterate and fatal enmity which 

rankled in the hearts of the Indians must be eradicated — 

ft 

that a common interest and congenial feelings between them 
and their white neighbours must be created — ^and humanity 
and civilization gradually superinduced upon the Indian 
character. The difficulty lay in devising a mode to effect 
these objects. The white people who inhabited the frontier, 
from the constant state of warfare in which they lived with 
the Indians, had imbibed much of their character; and 
learned to delight so highly in scenes of crafty, bloody, and 
desperate conflict, that they as often gave as they received 
the provocation to hostilities. 

Hunting, which was their occupation, became dull and 
tiresome, unless diversified occasionally by the more ani- 
mated and piquant amusement of an Indian skirmish ; just 
as Hhe blo6d more stirs to rouse a lion than to start a hare." 
The policy, therefore, which was to produce the deep and 
beneficial change that was meditated, must have respect to 
both sides, and be calculated to implant kind affections in 

bosoms which at present were filled only with reciprocal and 
2K 
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deadly hatred. The iremedy tuggestod by Mr. Henry was 
to encourage marriages between these coterminous enemies ; 
and having succeeded in the committee of the whole house 
in procuring the report of a resolution to this effect, he pre- 
pared a bill which he is said to have advocated with irresisti- 
ble earnestness and eloquence. The inducements held out 
by this billy to promote these marriages, were, pecuniary 
bounties to be given on the certificate of marriage, and to be 
repeated at the birth of each child ; exemption from taxes ; 
and the free use of a seminary of learning, to be erected for 
the purpose, and supported at the expense of the state.* 

'*' Thia bill, which is thought worthy of preservation as a poljtical 
curiosity, is as follows : 

" A bill for the encouragement of marriages with the Indians. 
" Whereas intermarriages between the citizens of this common- 
wealth and the Indians living in its neighbourhood, may have great 
effect in conciliating the friendship and confidence of the latter, where- 
by not only their civilization may in some degree be finally brought 
about, but in the meantime their hostile inroads be prevented : for en- 
couraging such intermarriages, Be it enacted by the General Assem- 
bly, That if any free white male inhabitant of this cmnmonwealth shall, 
accordmg to the laws thereof, enter into the bonds of matrimony with 
an Indian female, being of lawful age, and under no precontract to any 
Indian male, and shall thereby induce her to become an inhabitant of 
this commonwealth, and to live with him in the character of a wife, 
such male inhabitant, on producing a certificate of such marriage, 
under the hand and seal of the person celebrating the same, shall be 
entitled to receive a premium of pounds, out of any unappro- 
priated money which the treasurer may have in his hands, or of such 
money as may hereafter be appropriated to such use ; shall, over and 

above such premium, be entitled to the sum of pounds for every 

child proceeding from such marriage, on a certificate of the birth 
thereof and their apparent cohabitancy, under the hand and seal of 
any one justice of the peace of the county in which he resides, and 
shall moreover be exempted from all taxes on his person and property 
for and during the time of such cohabitancy. 



While Mr. Ueary coi^tinued a member of Uie bouae, the 
jp(9greB& of ibis bill was unimpeded. It passed through a 
first and aecood readu^j aud was eogroesed for its final pas-, 
s^ge, when his deetioa as gov^eriMMr took ^ect, and displaced 
him from the floor : on the third day after which eveut the 
bill was read a tbidd tim^ and rejected* 

It w^e a uEfdess waste of ttme to speculate on the proba- 
Ue effects of this measure, bad it succeeded. It is conddered, 

" And be it further enaeted, Tliat if any free fenoale inbabitaiit of 
this commonwealth shall, in like manner, intermarry with any male 
Indian of lawful age, they shall, on a certificate thereof, as aforesaid, 
be entitled to — —pounds, to be paid as aforesaid, and laid out under the 
direeti(m of the court of the county within which such marriag*e e^all 
be celebrated, in the purchase of live stock iEbr his and her use, and 
such male Indian shall be annually on the first day of October, enti- 
tled to pounds, to be paid as aforesaid, and laid out under the di- 
rection of the said court, in the purchase of clothes for his use ; and 
each male child fffoceedmg from such intermarria^ shall, at the a^e 
of 1 be removed to such public seminary of leaming, as the exe- 
cutive may direct, ana be tnere educated until the a^eof twenty-one, 
at the public expense, to be defrayed out of such funds as may here- 
after be appropriated to the same. And the Qoverner, with the advice 
of council, is hereby authonsed and desired to cause the benefit of this 
provision to be extended to all such male children ; and if any such 
male Indian shall become an inhabitant of this commonwealth, he 
shall be moreover exempted from all taxes on his person or the pro- 
perty he may acquire. 

And be it further enacted, That the oaring of the intermarriages 
aforesaid, shall be entitled, in all respects, to the same rights and prir 
vileges, under the laws of this commonwealth, as if they hsid pro- 
ceeded from intermarriages among free white inhabitants thereof. 

"And be it further enacted, That the executive do take the most 
effectual and speedy measures for promutging this act to such tribe or 
tribes of Indians as they may think necessary." 

On the third reading of the bill, the first blank was filled with fen— 
the second with Jirc— the third with fen— the fourth with fArce— and 
the fifth with ten years. 
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however, as indicative of great humanky of character, and as 
marked with great bddness, if not soundness of policy. Mr. 
Henry is said to have been extremely sanguine as to its efll- 
cacy and to have suj^rted it by some of the highest displays 
of his eloquence. 

The other two measures to which I have adverted as 
having been patronized by Mr. Henry at this session were, 
the incorporation of the protestant episcopal church, and what 
is called "a general assessment.'' These measures have 
been frequently stated, in conversation, as proofs of a lean- 
ing on the part of Mr. Henry toward an established church, 
and that, too, the aristocratic church of England. To 
test the justness of this charge, the journals of the house of 
delegates have been examined, and this is the result of the , 
evidence which they furnish : on the 17th of November, 
1784, Mr. Matthews reported from the committee of the 
whole house, on the state of the commonwealth, the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

'^ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
acts ought to pass for the incorporation of all societies of the 
Christian religion^ which may apply for the same?^ 

The ayes and noes having been called for, on the passage 
of this resolution, were, ayes sixty-two, noes twenty-three ; 
Mr. Henry being with the majority. 

The principle being thus established in relation to all reli- 
gious societies, which should desire a legal existence for the 
benefit of acquiring and holding property to the use of their 
respective churches, leave was given, on the same day, to 
bring in a bill to incorporate the clergy of the protestant epis- 
copal church, which had brought itself within that principle 
by having applied for an act of incorporation ; and Mr 



Henry was one, bat not the cltfUEunan,* et the commiKee 
appoiotml to bring in that bill How a measmrie which holds 
out to aU rdigious socistiesy equally^ the same benefit) ci^ 
be charged wilh parliaiity, because accepted by <Mie only, it 
is not very easy to discern. It would seem, to an ordinary 
mind, that, on the same princiide, the Christian religion it- 
self might be chafed with partiality, since its offers, though 
made to all, are accepted but by few ; and it is very certain, 
that if Mr. Henry is to be suspected of a bias toward an es- 
tablisfaed ehurdi, on account of this yote, the charge will 
reach some of the foremost and best established republicans 
in the state, whose names stand recorded with Mr. Henry's 
on this occasion, and who hold io this day the undiminished 
confidence of their countrymen. 

The other measm*e, the general ass^sment, proceeded fr<»n 
a number of petitions from different counties of the common- 
wealth, which prayed, that as all persons ecjoyed the bene- 
fits (^ religicH), all might be required to contrilmte to the ex- 
pense of supporting some form of worship or other. The 
committee to whom these petitions were referred, reported a 
bill whose preamble sets jforth the grounds of the proceeding, 
and furnishes a conclusive refutation of the charge of partia- 
lity to any particular form of religion. The bill is entitled, 
" A bill, estaldishing a provision for teachers of the Christian 
religion;". and its preamble is in the foUowing words: — 
" Whereas the general diffusion of Christian knowledge hath 
a natwal tendency to correct the morals of men, restrain 
their vice^, and preserve the peace of society ; which caimot 
be effected without a competent provision fi>r learned teachers, 

* The ch^rman was Mr. Carter H. Harrison ; the rest of the commit- 
tee were Mr, Henry, Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. William Anderson, and 
Mr. TazewelL 
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who may be thereby enabled to devoCe their time and atten- 
tion to the duty of instructing such citizens as, from their 
circumstances and want of education, cannot otherwise at- 
tain such knowledge ; and it is judged such provision may 

■ 

be made by the legislature, without counterctctifig the liberal 
principle heretofore adopted and ifUended to be preserved, 
by abolishing all distinctions of pre-eminence amongst 
the different societies or eom/munities of Christians^ The 
provisions of the bill are in the strictest conformity with the 
principles announced in the close of the preamble ; the fex- 
sons subject to taxes are required, at the time of giving in a 
list of their titheables, to declare to what particular religious 
society they choose to appropriate the sums assessed i:^n 
them, respectively ; and, in the event of their foiling or de- 
clining to specify any appropriation, the sums dius circum- 
stanced are directed to be paid to the treasurer, and applied 
by the general assembly to the encouragement o{ seminaries 
of learning, in the counties where such sums shall arise. 
If there be any evidence of a leaning toward any particular 
religious sect in this bill, or any indication of a desire fbr an 
established church, the author of these sketches has not been 
able to discover them. Mr. Henry was a sincere believer in 
the Christian religion, and had a strong desire for the suc- 
cessful propagation of the gospel, but there was no tincture 
of bigotry or intolerance in his sentiments ; nor have I been 
able to learn that he had a punctilious preference for any 
particular form of worship. IBs feith regarded the vital spirit 
of the gospel, and busied itself not at all with external cere- 
monies or controverted tenets. 

Both these bills, " for incorporating the protestant episco- 
pal church," and " establishing a provision for teachers of the 
Christian religion," were reported after Mr. Henry had ceased 
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to be a member of the house ; but the reaolutknis on which 
they were fimnded were adopted while he contiiiued a mrai- 
ber, and had his wannest support. The first bill passed into a 
law ; the last was rejected by a small majority, on the third 
reading. 

The same session afforded Mr. Henry a double ojqiortu- 
nity 6f gratifying, in the most exquisite manner, that natu- 
rally bland and courteous spirit, which so eminently distin- 
guished his charactw. General Washington and the Mar- 
quis la Fayette, both of them objects of the warmest love 
and gratitude to this country, visited Richmond in Novem- 
ber. They arrived on different days. The general entered 
the city on the« 15th, and the journal of the next morning 
exhibits the f(^wing order : 

^' The house being informed of the arrival of general 
Washington in this city, Resolved, nemine contradicente^ 
that as a mark of their reverence for his character and affec- 
tion for his person, a committee of five members be appointed 
to wait upon him, with the respectful regard of this house, 
to express to him the satis&ction they feel in the opportunity 
afforded by his presence of offering this tribute to his merits ; 
and to assure' him, that as they not only retain the most 
lasting impressions of the transcendent services rendered 
in his late public character, but have, since his return to pri- 
vate life, experienced proofe, that no change of situation can 
turn his thoughts firom the wel&re of his country, so his 
happiness can never cease to be an object of their most de- 
vout wishes and fervent supplications." 

<< And a committee was appointed of Mr. Httury, Mr. Jones, 
(of King George,) Mr. Madison, Mr. Carter H. HarriBOB« 
and Mr. Carrington." 
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To this tpontaiwous and anaBimoiHi bunt of Mmg) |[e- 
nefal Washingtoa letumed ananower aaarked wilh hit eba- 
raoteristte modeety, and full of due noal tonchitigflenribility 
It ia -worthy of iD8cilion« as showily, in a aoA and wioBing 
light, a character, with which we are apt to associate only 
the images of a dignity and reserve, approaching to stern^ 
ness. ^^ Gentlemen,'' said be^ " my sensibihty is deeply af- 
fected by this distinguished mark of the affectionate regard 
of yoiK honoasaMe house. I lament, on this oocaskm, the 
want of those powers which wmld enaUe dm to do justice 
to my feelings, and shaO rely upon your indulgent rc^rt to 
supply the defect ; at the same time, I pray you to present 
ht me, the strongest assurances of unalterable affection and 
gratitude, for this last pleasing and flattering attention of 
my country." 

The marquis, who had been to France since the close of 
hostSities, made his entree on the mornii^ of the 17th of 
November; and the house, immediately on its meetings 
came to the fidlowing resolution : 

" The bouse being informed of the arrival^ ibis morning, 
of the Marquis de la Fayette in tliis city, Resolved, nemine 
exmtradioente^ that a commk^tee of five be appointed, to 
pMsent to him the affectionate respects 0! this bouse, to sig- 
nify to him their sensibility to the pleasing proof, given by 
this visit to the United States, and to this state in parUcular, 
that the benevolent and honourable senti^ients which ori- 
ll^natty prorapled him to embark in the hazardous fortunes 
g| America, stSl render the praip^ty iff it^ aSairs aa object 
of his attention and regard ; and to assure him, that th^ 
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cannot review the scenes of blood and danger through which 
we have arrived at the blessings of peace, without being 
touched, in the most lively maimer, with the recollection, not 
only of the invaluable services for which the United States 
at large are so much indebted to him, but of that conspicuous 
display of cool intrepidity and wise conduct, during bis com- 
mand in the campaign of 1781, which, by having so essen- 
tially served this state in particular, have given him so just 
a title to its particular acknowledgments. That, impressed 
as they tnus are with the distinguished lustre of his character, 
they cannot form a wish more suitable, than that the lesson 
it affords may inspire all those whose noble minds may 
emulate his glory, to pursue it by means equaQy auspicious 
to the interests of humanity." 

"And a committee was appointed of Mr. Henry, Mr. 
Madison, Mr. Jones, (of King George,) Mr. Matthews, and 
Mr. Brent." 

To this address the marquis made the following polite and 
feeling answer : 

" Gentlemen, 

"With the most respectful thanks to your honourable 

body, permit me to acknowledge, not only the flattering 

favour they are now pleased to confer, but also the constant 

partiality and unbounded confidence of this state, which, in 

trying times, I have so happily experienced. Through the 

continent, gentlemen, it is most pleasing for me to join with 

my Mends th mutual congratulations ; and I need not add 

what my sentiments must be in Virginia, where step by step 

have I so keenly felt fer her distress,. so eagerly enjoyed her 

recovery. Our armed force was obliged to retreat, but your 

patriotic hearts stood unshaken ; and, while either at that 
2L 
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period, (nt in our better hours, my olidigalions to you are 
numberleEB ; I am happy in this opportunity to observe, 
that the excellent services of your militia were continued 
with unparalleled steadiness. Impressed with the necessity 
of federal union, I was the more pleased in the command of 
an army so peculiarly federal ; as Virginia hersdf freely bled 
in defence of her sister states. 

^< In my wishes to this commonwealth, gentlenien, I wiH 
persevere with the same zeal, that once and for ever has de- 
voted me to her. May her fertile soil rapidly increase her 
wealth — may all the waters which so luxuriantly flow within 
her limits, be haf^y channels of the most extensive trade-^ 
and may she in her wisdom, and the ei\joyment of pro^rity, 
continue to give the world unquestionable proo& of her phi- 
lanthropy and her regard for the liberties of all mankind. 

" La Fayettb." 

Time had now brought forward several new political cha- 
racters, who had risen high in the public estimation : but 
Mr. Henry and Mr. Lee still kept their ground far in the van. 
A gentleman of great distinction, who began hb public ca*' 
reer in 1783, found both these eminent men in the house of 
delegates, and heard them for the first time in dd)ate : bb 
served through the two sessions of that and those of the fol- 
lowing year, and has communicated to me so vivid imd in^ 
teresting a comparison of their merits, as they struck his 
young and ardent mind, that I cannot consent to withhold 
it from the reader. 

'< I met with Patrick Henry in the assembly an May, 1 783 . 
I also then met with Richard B. Lee. I laigeA with Mr. 
Lee one or two sessions, and was perfectly acqudnted 
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him, while I was yet a stranger to Mr. Henry. These two 
gentlemen were the great leaders in the house of delegates, 
and were almost constantly opposed : there were many other 
great men who belcmged to that body ; but, as orators, they 
cannot be named with Henry or Lee. Mr. Lee was a pol- 
ished gentleman : he had lost the use of one of his hands, 
but his manner was perfectly graceful. His language was 
always chaste, and although somewhat too monotonous, his 
speeches were always pleasing ; yet he did not ravish your 
senses, nor carry away yo^r judgment by storm. His was 
the mediate class of .eloquence described by RoUin in his 
belles lettresi he was like a beautiful river, meandering 
through a flowery mead, but which never overflowed its 
banks. It was Henry who was the mountain tcnrent that 
swept away every thing before it : it was he alone who thun- 
dered and lightened : he alone attained that sublime species 
of eloquence, also mentioned by RoUin. 

^< It has been one of the greatest pleasures of my life to hear 
these two great masters, almost constantly opposed to each 
other, for several sessions. I had no relish for any other 
speaker. Henry was almost always victorious. He was as 
much superior to Lee in teiAper as in eloquence ; for while, 
with a modesty approaching almost to humility, he would 
apologize to the house for being so often '^ obliged to differ 
from the honourable gentleman, which he assured them was 
from no want of respect for him," Lee was frequently much 
chafed by the opposition ; and I once heard him say aloud, 
and petulantly, after sustaining a great defeat, that, ^' if the 
votes were weighed instead of being counted, he should not 
have lost it."* 

* This hit of Mr. Le^^s was thought a very happy one at the time. 
I have heard it mentioofti by several othen who were members of the 
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"Mr. Henry was inferior to Mr. Lee in the gracefulness 
ci bis action,*and perhaps also the chasteness of his lan- 
guage; yet his language was seldom inccnrrect, and his ad- 
dress, always striking. He had a fine blue eye, and an 
earnest manner which made it impo^ble not to attend to 
himl His speaking was unequal^ and always rose with the 
subject and the exigency. In this respect he differed entirely 
from Mr. Lee, who was always equal, and therefore less 
interesting. At some times Mr. Henry would seem to hob- 
ble, (especially at the beginning of his speeches,) and at 
others, his tones would be almost disagreeable: yet it was 
by means of his tones, and the happy modulation of his 
voice, that his speaking had perhaps its greatest effect He 
had a happy articulation — a cleai*, bold, strong voice — and 

house, partlcutarly by Judge Tyler. This gentleman represented it 
as having occurred after a division and couiit of the house, and just as 
the members were about to return to their seats. A member who was 
in the majority, and who was not very remarkable either for intellect 
or urbanity, said, with a coarse laugh, to Mr. Lee, " Well, you see you 
have lost it." Upon which the latter, looking at him with rather a 
contemptuous and sneering countenance, answered, " Yes, I have lost 
it, but if votes were weighed instead of being counted, I should not 
have lost it" 

Was this thought original in Mr. Lee, or had he tmconsciously 
borrowed it from the younger Pliny? "Sed hoc pluribus [levius] 
visum est. NumeranturerdmsententuB, non ponder antur: nee aliud 
in pubUco coasilio potest fieri, in quo nihil est tam insequaJe, quam 
sequalitas ipsa ; nam cum sit impar prudentia, par omnium jus est." 
Pun. Epist Lib. IL Epist. XII. 

" Yet these reflections, it seems, made no impression upon the ma- 
jority. Votes go by number, not weight; nor can it be otherwise in 
assemblies of this kind, where nothing is more unequal than that equa- 
lity which prevails in them*, for though every member has the same 
weight of suffrage, every member has not the same strength of judg- 
ment" 

Melmoth's Translation of Pliny. London, 1748. 



every syllable wm difstjitifstty uUeredl. He was idwqya very 
iiAassuimpf, aad very reiipectAiI toward l^is adversaries; Ibe 
e0R9eqi]eooe was, ^at oo feeling of di%i|st or ammc^ity 
wae arrayed against bim. He was great at a rqdy, and 
greater m prc^ioitioQ to the pressure which was bearing 
upon him; and it seemed to me, from the frequent oppor* 
tunities of observation affi»rded me during the period of 
which I have spoken, that the resources of his mind and of 
his eloquence w^e equal to any drafts which could possiUy 
be made upon them-" 

This inequatity in the speeches of Mr. Henry was im 
puted by scnne of his observers to art. He always spoke, 
they say, for victory, and wishing to. carry every one with 
him, ada[^0d the different parts of his discourse to their dif- 
ferent capacities. A critic of a higher order would sometimes 
think him trifiiog, when in truth he was making a most 
powerful impression on the weaker members of the house. 
By these means, it is said, he contrived to worm his way 
through the whole body, and to insinuate his influence into 
every mind. When be hobbled, it was like the bird that 
thus artftilly seeks to decoy away the foot of the intruder 
from the precious d^posite of her brood; and at the moment 
when it would be thought that his strength was almost ex- 
hausted, he would spring magnificently from the earth, and 
tower above the clouds. 

He knew all the local interests and prejudices of every 
quarter of the state, and of every county in it: and whether 
these prejudices were raticmal or inatimal. it is said that he 
would a[qpeal to them withput hesitation, and, whenev^ he 
found it necessary, enlist them in his pause. His address 
on these occasaons has been highly admired even by those 
wfac have censured the course as deficient in dignity and 
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caadour. It was executed with so much d^cacy and 
adroitness, and covered under a countenance of such apos- 
tolic solemnity, that the persons on whom he was operating 
were unooilscious of the design. Winding his way thus 
artfully through the house, from county to county, from 
prejudice to prejudice, with the power of moving them, when 
he pleased, from tears to laughter, from laughter to tears, of 
astonishing their imaginations, and overwhelming their 
judgments and hearts, it is easy to conceive how irresistible 
he must have been. When with these prodigious faculties 
the reader connects his engaging deportment out of the 
house — the uncommon kindness and gentleness of his na- 
ture — ^the simplicity, frankness, and amenity of his manners 
— the innocent playfulness and instruction of his coniversa- 
tion—the integrity of his life — and the high sense of the 
services which he had rendered to the cause of liberty and 
his country — he will readily perceive, that the opinions and 
wishes of such a man would be, of themselves, almost de- 
cisive of any question. 

The artifice of resorting to erroneous local prejudices, in a 
legislative debate, is certainly not to be commended. Truth 
stands in need of no such aids. It must be admitted that 
there is more purity, as well as (Mgnity, in supporting a sound 
measure by sound arguments only ; and we must be pre- 
pared to become Jesuits, before we can justify a resort to 
wrong means to promote even a right end. In excuse of 
Mr. Henry, we have nothing to ui^e except immemorial 
and almost universal usage : and it is moreover highly pro- 
bable, that many of the instances, in which he was accused 
of resorting impropwly to local prejudices, were cases in which 
the questions were, from their nature, to be decided in a great 
ineasure by local interests. Of this description is the follow 
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ing one, now furnished, at my request, in writing by Judge 
Archibald Stuart, from whom I bad the pleasure to hear it 
in conversation several years ago. 

" At your request, I attempt a narrative of the extraordi- 
nary effects of Mr. Henry's eloquence in the Virginia legisla- 
ture, about the year 1784, when I was present as a member 
of that body. 

" The finances of the country had been much deranged 
during the war, and public credit was at a low ebb ; a party 
in the legislature thought it then high time to place the cha- 
racter and credit of the state on a more respectable footing, 
by laying taxes commensurate with all the public demands. 
With this view, a bill had been brought into the house, and 
referred to a committee of the whole ; in support of which, 
the then speaker (Mr. Tyler,) Henry TazewelI,.Mann Page, 
William Ronald, and many other members of great respecta- 
bility (including, to the best; of my recollection, Richard H. 
Lee, and perhaps Mr. Madison) took an active part. Mr. 
Henry, on the other hand, was of opinion that this was a 
premature attempt ; that policy required that the people 
should have some repose, after the &tigues and privations to 
which they had been subjected during a long and arduous 
struggle for independence. 

" The advocates of the bill, in committee of the whole 
house, used their utmost efforts, and were successful in con- 
forming it to their views, by such a majority (say thirty) as 
seemed to ensure its passage. When the committee rose, the 
bill was instantly reported to the house ; when Mr. Henry, 
who had been excited and roused by his recent defeat, came 
forward again in all the majesty of his' power. For some 
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time aftflo: be commeaced speaking, the countenances of his 
oppcments indicated no apprehension of danger to their 
cause. 

" The feelings of Mr. Tyler, which were sometimes warm, 
could not on that occasion be concealed, even in the chair. 
Bis countenance was forbidding, even repulsive, and his £ace 
turned from the speaker. Mr. Tazewell was reading a pam- 
phlet : and Mr. Page was more than usually grave. After 
some time, however, it was discovered that Mr. Tyler's coun- 
tenance gradually began to relax ; he would occasionally 
look at Mr. Henry ; sometimes smile ; his attention by de- 
grees became more fixed ; at length it became completely 
so ; he next appeared to be in good humour ; he leaned 
toward Mr. Henry; appeared charmed and delighted, and 
finally lost in wonder and amazement. The progress of 
these feelings was legible in his countenance. 

" Mr. Henry drew a most affecting pipture of the state of 
poverty and suffering in which the people of the upper coun- 
ties had been left by the war. His delineation df theii* wants 
and wretchedness was so minute, so full of feeling, and with 
all so true, that he could scarcely fail to enlist on his side 
every sympathetic mind. He contrasted the. severe toil hy 
which they had to gain their daily subsistence, with the fa- 
cilities enjoyed by the people of the lower counties. The 
latter, he said, residing on the salt rivers and creeks, could 
draw their supplies at [Measure, from the waters that flowed 
by their doors ; and then he presented such a ludicrous image 
of the members who had advocated the bill, (the most of 
whom were from the lower counties,) peeping and peering 
along the shores of the creeks» to pick up their mess of crabs, 
or addling off to the oyster rocks to rake for their daily 
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bread* as filled the house with a roar of merriment Mr. 
Tazewell laid down his pamphlet, and shook his sides with 
laughter ; even the gravity of Mr. Page was affected ; a cor- 
responding change of countenance prevailed through the 
ranks of the advocates of the bill, and you might discover 
that they had surrendered their cause. .In this they were 
not disappointed ; for on a division, Mr. Henry had a majo- 
rity of upward of thirty against the bill." 

If this be a &ir specimen of the cases (as probably it is) in 
which Mr. Henry was accused of appealing improperly to 
local prejudices, the censure seems undeserved. It is obvious 
that the considerations, urged by him, on this occasion, be- 
longed properly to the subject, and that the appeal to local 
circumstances was fairly made. Candour will justify us in 
looking, with great distrust, to the censures cast on th^i ex- 
traordinary man, by rivab whom he had obscured. 

On the 17th of November, 1784, Mr. Henry was again 
elected governor of Virginia, to commence Ids service from 
the 30th day of the same month. The communication 
made by him to the first legislature which met after his elec- 
tion, is inserted in the Appendix ; it is given at large, as a 
specimen of Mr. Henry's style in more extended compositions 
than have yet been submitted to the reader, and for the fur- 
ther purpose of showing, that the objects with which a go- 
venor of Virginia, acting within the pale of the constitution, 
•is conversant in time of {)eace, are not such as to shed much 



* At that day, (and perhaps still,) the poorer people on the salt 
creeks, lived almost exclusively on fish ; passing whole days, and some- 
times weeks, without seeing a grain of bread. 
2M 
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luBtre on his character, or to iolidt very powerfully the at- 
tcttticm of his biographer.* 

^ In examining the paUic archives of this date, there is a 
circumstance whose frequent and indeed c(mstant recurrence 
presses itself most painfully on the attention : I mean the 
resignaticn of state officers, on the plea of a necessity to resort 
to some more effectual means of subsistence. It is not gene-1 
rally known, that the councils of Virginia were, during the 
period of which we are nowspeaking, enlightened and adorned 
by some of the brightest of her sons : much less is it known 
that they were driven from those councils, by that wretched 
policy which has always regulated the salaries of officers in 
Virginia. The letters of resignation, -during the years 1784, 
1786, and 1786, which now stand on the public filesj afford 
the best comment oh this policy. Virginia lost, during those 
years, the services of such men as have'*rarc4y existed in this 
or any other country ; and such as she can never hope to see 
again in her councils, imtil the system of penury shall peldj 
to that of liberality. At the close of the war, indeed, there 
was some apology for this penury ; the country was wretch- 
edly poor and in debt. But this cause has long since ceased, 
and with it also should cease the effect. Virginia is now 
rich, and may fill her offices with the flower of her sons ; but 
can it be expected that men who wish to live fr^ from debt, 
and to leave their &mihes independent at their deaths, will 
relinquish the pursuits by which they are able to effect these 
objects, and enter upon a service full of care, responsibility, 
and anxiety ; a service whose certain fruits (if it be their only 
dependence) must be a life of pecuniary embarrassnl^t ; and 
(what is still worse) their wives and children, after their 

See Appendix. NoteB. 
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deaths, must be cast on the charity of a cold and unfseling 
world ? Ought such a sacrifice to be expected ? and yet 
must it not be the inevitable consequence of an excluriye 
dependence on the salary of any office in Virginia, which 
requires talents of the highest order ?* 

These remarks are not foreign to our story : in the fall of 
1786, while yet a year remained of his constitutional term, 
Mr. Henry was under the necessity of retiring fi-om the office 
of governor. There never was a man whose style of Hving 
was more perfectly unostentatious, temperate, and sim{de ; yet 
the salary had been inadequate to the support of his family ; 
an^, at the end of two years, he found himself involved in 
debts which, for the moment, he saw no hope of paying, but 
by the sacrifice of a part of his estate. Let it be remember- 
ed, that this occurred in the year 1786 ; and let it be further 
renlembered, that the salary was then very nearly what it 
still remains ! 

In consequence of Mr. Henry's declining a re-election, the 

* How aflbcting is that spect&cle which we have seen of a puUic 
ofBder, who, having worn out the prime and vi^ur of life in the ser- 
vice of liis country, instead of being enabled to retire, in old age, to the 
repose and peace wliich he so justly deserved, is compelled to toil on 
-* ^ for subsistence, tliough trembling, perhaps, under the weight of eighty 

wintero, oppressed by debt, harassed by his creditors,, with the cer- 
tainty before him of dying poor and involved; and leaving his posle* 
rk^, if he have any, on the parish ! How forcibly does it remind us of 
thit pathetic exclamation of Wolsey :— 

" O Cromwell, Cromwell, 
Had! but served my God, with half the zeal 
I serv'd my king, he would not, in miqp age, 
Have left me naked to my enemies !" 

Is it in reference to the warm and generous state of Virginia, that 
these reflections can be made, and made too with truth and justice ! 1 1 
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legislature proceeded to appoint his successor ; and then, on 
the succeeding 26th of November, the house of ddegates 
came to the following resolution : 

<< Resolved, unanimously^ That a committee be appointed 
to wait on his excellency the governor, and present him the 
thanks of this house, for his wise, prudent, and upright ad- 
ministration, during his last appointment of chief magistrate 
of this commonwealth, assuring him that they retain a per- 
fect sense of his abilities, in the discharge of the duties of that 
high and important office, and wish him all domestic happi- 
ness, on his return to private life." 

To this resolution, Mr. Corbin, one of the committee, re^ 
ported the following^ answer from Mr. Henry : — 

" Gentlemen, 

" The house of delegates have done me distinguished ho- 
nour, by the resolution they have been pleased to communi- 
cate to me through you. I am bappy to find my endeavours 
to discharge the duties of my station have met with their &- 
vourable acceptance. 

" The approbation of my country is the highest reward 
to which my mind is capable of aspiring, and I shall return 
to private life, highly gratified in the recollection of this in- 
stance of regard shown me by the house ; having only to 
regret that my abilities to serve my country have come so 
short of my wishes. ^ 

"At the same time that I make my best acknowledgments 
to the house fof their goodness, I beg leave to express my 
particular obligations to you, gentlemen, for the polite man- 
ner in which this communication is made to me." * 
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On tlie fourth of December in the same year, Mr. Henry 
was appointed by the legislature, one of seven deputies from 
this commoi^wealth to meet a convention proposed to be held 
in Philadelphia, on the foUowii^ May, for the purpose of re- 
vising the federal constitution. On this Hst of deputies, his 
name stands next to that of him, who stood of right before 
all others in America ; the order of appointment as exhibited 
by the journals being as follows : George Waehhigtqn, Pa- 
trick Henry, Edmund Randolph, John Blair, James J\Iadi- 
son^ George Mason, and George Wythe. 

The same cause, however, which had constrained Mr. 
rtenrjr's retirement from the executive chair of the state, dis- 
abled him now from obeying this honourable call of his coun- 
try. On his resigning the government, he retired to Prince 
Edward county, and endeavoured to cast about for the means 
of extiicating himself from his debts. At the age of fifty 
years, worn down by more than twenty years of arduoUs 
service in the cause of his country, eightefen of which had 
been occupied by the toils and tempests of the revolution, it 
was natural for him to wish for rest, and to seek some secure 
and placid port in which he might repose himself from the 
fatigues of die storm. This however was denied him ; and 
after having devoted the bloom of youth and the maturity of 
manhood to the good of his country, he had now in his old 
age to provide for his &mOy. 

*' He had neoer^^ says a correspondent,* been in easy 
circumstances; and soon after his removal to Prince Ed- 
ward county, conversing with his usual frankness with one 
of his neighbours, he expressed his anxiety under the debts 
which he was not able to pay; the r^ly was to this effect : 

* Judge WioBtao* 
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^QobecktoUietNur; your tongue wSl soon pay yoor debts. 
If you will promise to go, I will gireyou a retaimng fee on 
the spot' 

'< This Uunt advice determined him to return to the pf ac* 
ticeofthelaw; which he did in the beginning of 1788; and 
during six years he attended r^ularly the district courts of 
Prince Edward and New London." . 

Direful must have been the necessity which drove a man 
of Mr. Henry's disposition and habits, at his time of life, and 
tempest-beaten as he was, to resume the practice of such a 
profession as the law. He would not, however, undertake 
the technical duties of the profesdon ; his engagements were 
confined to the argument of the cause ; and his clients had 
of course, to employ other counsel, to conduct the pleadings, 
and ripen their cases for hearing. Hence his practice was 
restricted to difficult and important cases ; but his great re- 
putation bspt him constantly engaged : be was frequently 
called to distant courts : the light of his eloquence shone in 
every quarter of the state, and thousands of tongues were 
every where employed in repeating the fine effusions of his 
genius. 

The federal constitution; the fruit of the convention at 
Philadelphia, had now come forth, and produced an agitation 
which had not been felt since the return of peace. The 
friends and the enemies to its adq)tion were equally zealous 
and active in their exertions to promote their respective 
wishes ; the presses throughout the continent teemed with 
essays on the subject*; and the rostrum, the puljnt, the fidd, 
and the forest, rung with declamations and discussions of the 
most animated character. Every assemblage of people, for 
whatsoever purpose met, either for court or church, muster 
or barbacue, presented an arena for the political combatants: 
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and in some quarters of the union, such was the public 
anxiety of the occasion, that gentlemen in the habit of public 
speaking, converted themselves into a sort of itinerant prea- 
chers, going from county to county, and from state to state, 
collecting the people by distant appointments, and challen- 
ging all adversaries to meet and dispute with them the pro- 
priety of the adoption of the federal constitution. All who 
sought to distinguish themselves by public speaking, aU can- 
didates for popular fiivour, and especially the junior members 
of the bar, flocked to these meetings from the remotest dis- 
tances, and entered the lists with all the ardour, and gallantry 
of the knights of former times at their tilts and tournaments. 
Never was there a theme more fruitful of discussion, and 
never was there one more amply or ably discussed. 

Of the convention which was to decide the fete of this in- 
strument in Virginia, Mr. Henry was chosen a membyer for 
the county of Prince Edward. Although the constitutbn 
had c<»ne forth with the sanction of the revered name of 
Washiiigton, and carried with it all the weight of popularity 
which that name could not &il to attach to any proposition, 
it had not the good fortune to be approved by Mr. Henry. 
He was (to use his own expression) " most awfrilly alarmed" 
at the idea of its adoption ; for he considered it as threatening 
the liberties of his country ; and he determined, therefore, to^ 
buckle on once more the armour which he had hung up 
in the temple of peace, and try the fortune of this, the last^f 
his political fields. 
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SECTION vm. 

The convention met in Richmond on the 2d of June, 
1788, and exhibited such an array of variegated talents, as 
had never been collected before within the limits of the state, 
and such an one as it may well be feared we shall never 
see again. A few of tl{e most eminent of these statesmen 
are still alive; of whom, therefore, delicacy forbids us to 
speak as they deserve. Their powers, however, and the 
peculiar characters of their intellectual excellence, are so 
well known, that their names will be sufficient to speak 
their respective eulogies. We may mention, therefore, Mr. 
Madison, the late president of the United States; Mr. Mar- 
shall, the chief justice; and Mr. Monroe, now the fU'esident. 
What will the reader think of a body, in which men like 
these were only among their equals! Yet such is the fact; 
for there were those sages of other days, Pendleton and 
Wythe; there was seen displayed the Spartan vigour and 
compactness of George Nichdas ; and there shone the radiant 
genius and sensibiUty of Grayson; the Roman energy and 
the Attic wit of George Mason was there; and there, also, 
the classic taste and harmony of Edmund Randolph ; ^' the 
splendid conflagration" of the high minded Innis ; and the 
matchless eloquence of the immortal Henry !* 

* The debates and proceedings of this Convention, by Mr. David 
Robertson, of Petersburg, have passed through two editions ; yet it is 
believed that their circulation has been principally confined to Vir- 
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It was Qot until the 4th, that the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the discussion were settled. Mr. Pendleton had 
been unanimously dectod the president of the convention; 
but it having been determined that the subject should be 
debated in committee of the whde, the house on that day 
resolved itself into committee, and the venerable Mr. Wythe 
was. called to the chair. In conformity with the order which 
had been taken, to discuss the constitution, clause by clause, 
the clerk now read the preamble and the two first sections; 
and the debate was opened by Mr. George Nicholas. He 
confined himself strictly to the sections under consideration, 
and maintained their policy with great cogency of argu- 
ment. Mr. Henry rose next, and soon demonstrated that 
his excursions were not to be restrained by the rigour of 
rules. Instead of proceeding to answer Mr. Nicholas, be 
commenced by sounding an alarm calculated to produce a 
most powerfiil impression. The effect, however, will be 
entirely lost upon the reader, unless he shall associate with 

ginia ; and even in this state, from the rapid progress of our population, 
that book is supposed to be in, comparatively, few hands. Hence it 
has been thought proper to give a short sketch of Mr. Henry's course 
in this body. It ought to be premised, however, that the published 
debates have been said, by those who attended the convention, to 
present but an imperfect view of the discussions of that body. In rela- 
tion to Mr. Henry, they are confessedly imperfect; the reporter having 
sometimes dropped bim in those passages in which the reader would 
be most anxious to follow him. From the skill and ability of the re 
porter, there can be no doubt that the substance of the debates, as well 
as their general course, are accurately preserved. The work is, 
therefore, a valuable repoatory of the arguments by which the consti- 
tution waj3 opposed on ope hand, and supported on the other ; but it 
must have been utterly impossible for a man who possesses the senst 
bility and high relish for eloquence which distinguish the reporter, 
not to have been eo far transported by the excursions of Mr. Henry's 
genius, as sometimes, uneonscioiisly, to have laid down his pen. 
2N 
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the speech, which I am about to lay before him, that awful 
solemnity and look of fearful portent, by which Mr. Henry 
could imply even more than he expressed ; and that slow, 
distinct, eqaphatic enunciation, by which he never &iled to 
move the souls of his hearers. 

" Mr. Chairman — The public mind, as well as my own, 
is extremely uneasy at the proposed change of government. 
GKve me leave to fomi one of the number of those who wish 
to be thoroughlyacquaintedwith the reasons of this perilous 
and uneasy situation — and why we are brought hither to 
decide on this great national question. I consider m}rself as 
the servant of the people of this commonwealth — ^as a senti- 
nel over their rights, liberty, and happiness. I represent 
their feelings when I say, that they are exceedingly uneasy, 
being brought from that state of full security which they en- 
joyed, to the present delttsive appearance of things, A 
year ago, the minds of our citizens were at perfect repose. 
Before the meeting of the late federal convention at Philadel- 
phia, a general peace and an imiversal tranquillity prevailed 
in this country — but since that period, they are exceedingly 
uneasy and disquieted. When I wished for an appointment 
to this convention, my mind was extremely agitated for the 
situation of public affairs. I conceive the republic to be in 
extreme danger. If our situation be thus uneasy, whence 
has arisen this fearful jeopardy ? It arises from this fatal 
system — it arises from a proposal to change our government 
—a proposal that goes to the utter annihilation of the most 
8(Jcmn engagements of the states— a proposal of establish- 
ing nine states into confederacy, to the eventual exclusion 
of four states. It goes to the annihilation of those solemn 
treaties we have formed with foreign nations. The present 
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ciccumstances of France — ^tbe good offices rendered us by 
that kingdom, require our most faithful and most punctual 
adherence to our treaty with her. We are in alliance with 
the Spaniards,, the Dutch, the Prussians: those treaties 
}x>\mA us as thirteen states, confederated together. Yet here 
is a proposal to sever that confederacy. Is it possible that 
we shall abandon all our treaties and national engagements? 
And for what? I -expected to have heard the reasons 
of an event, so unexpected to my mind and many others. 
Was our civil polity or public justice endangered or sapped? 
Was the real existwice of the country threatened — or was 
this preceded by a mournful progression of events ? This 
proposal of altering our federal government is of a most 
alarming nature: make the best of this new government — 
^y it is composed by any thing but inspiration — ^you ought 
to be extremely cautious, watchful, jealous of your liberty ; 
for instead of securing our rights, you may lose them for ever. 
If a wrong step be now made, the republic may be lost for 
ever. If this new government will not come up to the expec- 
tation of the people, and they should be disappointed, their 
hberty will be lost, and tyranny ihust and will arise. I repeat 
it again, and I beg gentlemen to consider, that a wrong $tep 
made now will plunge us into misery, and our republic will 
be lost. It will be necessary for this convention to have a 
faithful historical detail of the &cts that preceded the session 
of the federal convention, and the I'easons that actuated its 
members in proposing an entire alteration of government, 
and to demonstrate the dangers that awaited us : if they 
were of such awful magnitude, as to warrant a proposal so 
extremely perilous as this, I must assert, that this convention 
has an absolute right to a thorough discovi^ of every cir- 
cumstance relative to this great event And h^e I would 
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make this inquiry of those worthy characters who composed 
a part of the late federal convention* I am sure they were 
fully impressed with the necessity of fiNrming a great conso- 
lidated government, instead of a confederation. That this 
is a consolidated government is demonstrably dear ; and 
the darker of such a government is to my mind very stri- 
king. I have the highest venemtion for those gentlemen : 
but, sir, give me leave to demand, what right had they to 
say, we, the people 7 

My political curiosity, exclusive of my anxious sdicitude 
for the public welfiire, leads me to ask, who authorized them 
to speak the language of, we, the people, instead of, we^ the 
states 7 StcUes are the characteristics, and the soul of a 
confederation. If the states be not the agents of this com- 
pact, it must be one greai, consolidated, national, govern- 
ment of the people of all the steles- I have the highest 
respect for those gentlemen who formed the convention ; and 
were some of them not here, I would express some testimo- 
nial of esteem for them. America had on a former occasion, 
put the utmost confidence in them ; a confidence which 
was well placed ; and I am sure, sir, I would give up any 
thing to them ; I would cheerfully confide in them as my 
representatives. But, sir, on thb great occasion, I would de- 
mand the cause of their conduct Even from that illustrious 
man, who saved us by his valour, I would have a reason for 
his conduct — that liberty which he has given us by his va- 
lour, teUs me to ask this reason— and sure I am, were he 
here, he would give us that reason : but there are other gen- 
demcn here who can give us this information. The people 
gave them no power to use their name. That they exceeded 
their power is perfectiy dear. It is not mere curiosity that 
actuates me — I wish to hear the real, actual, existing danger, 
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which should lead us to take those stq^ so dangerous in my 
conception. DiscN!ders have arisen in other parts of Ame- 
rica; but here, sir, no dangers, no insurrection, or tumult, 
has happened — everjT thing has been cakn and tranquil. 
But, notwithstanding this, we are wandering on the great 
ocean of human affairs. I see no landmark to guide us. 
We are running we know not whither. ^Difference in opi- 
nion has gone to a degree of inflammatory resentment, in 
different parts of the country, which has been occasioned by 
this perilous innovation. The federal convention ought to 
have amended the old system — for this purpose they were 
solely delegated : the object of their mission extended to no 
other consideration. You must therefore forgive the solicita- 
tion of one unworthy member, to know what danger could 
have arisen under the present confederation, and what are 
the causes of this proposal to change our government ?" 

This inquiry was answered by an eloquent speech from 
Mr. Randdph ; and the debate passed into other hands ; 
until on the next day, general Lee, in reference to Mr. 
Htory's opening speech, addressed the chair as follows: 

" Mr. Chairman — I feel every power of ray mind moved 
by the language of the honourable gentleman, yesterday. 
The edat and brilliancy which have distinguished that gen- 
tiemcm, the honours with which he has been dignified, and 
the brilliant talents which he has so often disfdayed, have at- 
tracted my respect and attention. On so important an occa- 
sion, and before so respectable a body, I expected a new 
display of his. powers of oratory: but instead of proceeding 
to investigate the merits of the new plan of government, the 
worthy chara^er infivmed us of horrors which he felt, of 
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apprehensions in his mind, which made lum trembUngly 
fearfid of the fate of the commmmeaUh. Mr. Chairman, 
was it proper to appeal to the /ear of this house? The 
question before us belongs to the judgment of this house ; 
I trust he is come tx> judge and not to alarm. I irust that 
he, and every other gentleman in this house comes with a 
firm resolution, coolly^ and calmly to examine, and fairly and 
impartially to determine." 

In the further progress of his speech, general Lee again 
said, rather tauntingly, of Mr. Henry — '^ The gentleman sat 
down as he began, leaving us to ruminate on the horrors 
with which he opened." 

Mr. Henry rising immediately after these sarcastic remarks, 
gave a striking specimen of that dignified self-<x)mmand, and 
that strict and uniform decorum^ by which he was so pre- 
eminently distinguished in debate. Far from retorting the 
sarcasms of his adversary, he seemed to have heard nothing 
but the compliments with which they stood connected, and 
rising slowly firom his seat, with a countenance expressive 
of unafiected humility, he began with the following modest 
and disqualifying exordium : " Mr. Chairman — I am much 
obliged to the very worthy gentleman for his encomium. I 
wish I V)a^ possessed of talents, or possessed of any things 
that might enable me to elucidate tins great subject I own, 
sir, I am not firee fix>m suspicion. I am apt to entertain 
doubts. I rose on yesterday, not to enter upcm the discussion, 
but merely to ask a question which had arisen in my own 
mind. When I asked that question, I thought the meaning 
of my interrogation was obvious. The &te of Ammca may 
depend on this question. Have th^y said, we^ the states 7 
Have they made a proposal of a compact between states 7 
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If they had^ this would be a confederation ; it iis otherwioey 
most clearly a consoHdttted govemmeht. The whole ques* 
tion tiirnS) Sir^ <»i that j»oor lUUe things the expressiony ire, 
the people, instead o^ the states of America." 

Hethen proceeded to set forth in terriUe array his various 
objections to the constitution ; not confining himsdf to the 
clauses und«r debate, but ranging through the whole instru* 
ment, and passing from objection to objection, as they fol- 
lowed eadi other in his mind. This departure from the rule 
of the house, i4though at first view censurable, was insisted 
upon by Jiumself and his colleagues, as being indispensable 
to a just examination of the particular dause under conside- 
ration ; because the policy or impolicy of any provision did 
not always depend upon itself alone, but oa other provisions 
vrith which it stood connected, and, indeed, upon the whole 
system of powers and checks that were associated with it 
in the same instrument, and thus formed only parts of one 
entire whole* The truth of this position, in relation to 
some of the provisions, could not be justly denied ; and a 
d^)arture once made from the rigour ot the rule, the debate 
became at large, on every part of the constitution; the dis- 
putants at every stage looking forward and backward 
' throughout the whole instrument, without any control other 
than their own discretion. Thus freed from restraints, under 
which bis genius was at all times impatient, uncoupled and 
let loose to range the whole field at pleasure, Mr. Henry 
seined to have recovered, and to luxuriate in all the powers 
of his youth. He had, indeed, occasion for them all; for 
whBe he was supported by only three effective auxiliaries, 
opposed to him stood a phalanx, most formidable both for 
talents and weight of character; and of several of whom it 
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might be said, with truth, that eooft was ^Hn himself a 
host f^ Ibr at the head of the oppoeong rankB stood Bfr. Pen* 
dldton — ^Mr. W jthe — ^Bfr. Madison — ^Mr. Marshall — ^Mr. Ni^ 
cholas — Mr. Randolph — Mr. Innis — ^Mr; Henry Lee-— .and 
Mr. Corbin. Fearful odds ! and such as called upon him 
for the most stienuouis exertion^of all his Acuities. Nor did 
he sink below the occasion. For twenty days, during which 
this great discusrion continued without intermission, his 
efforts were sustained, not only with undimini^ed strength, 
but with powers which seemed to gather new fcHrcefrom 
every exertion. All the faculties useful for debate w^re found 
united in him, with a degree of perfection, in which they 
are rarely seen to exist, even separately, in different indivi- 
duals : irony, ridicule, the purest wit, the most comic hu- 
mour, exclamations that made the soul start, the most affect- 
ing pathos, and the most sublime apostrophes, tent their aid 
to enforce his reasoning, and to put to flight the arguments 
of his adversaries. 

The objection that the constitution substituted a conso- 
lidated in lieu of a confederated government, and that this 
new consolidated government threatened the total annihila- 
tion of the state sovereignties, was pressed by him with 
most masterly power: he said there was no necessity for a 
change of government so entire and fundamental -^—and no 
inducement to it, unless it was to be found in this splendid 
government^ which we were told was to make us a* great 
and mighty people. "We have no detail," said he, "of 
those great considerations, which, in my opinion, ought to 
have abounded^ before we should recur to a government of 
this kind. Here is a revolution as radical e^a that which 
separated us from Great Britain. It is as radical, if in this 
transition our rights and privileges are endangered, and the 



aovereigiity of the «tate9 be leimquiafaed: aiid canooc we * 
plainly see, that this k aotually the case ? The rights of 
coiiscieiice, trial by jury, lifaeity of the pross, all your immu* 
nities aad fraochi^, all preteiudoas to baman rights and 
ptivile^es, are rendered iaaecuze, if not lost, by diis change 
so loudly talked of by some, and so inconsiderately by 
others. Is this tame relinquishment of rights worthy of 
freemen ? Is it worthy of that manly fortitude that ought 
to characterize republicans? It is said eight states have, 
adopted this plan : I declare, that if twelve states and an 
half had adopted it, I would with manly firmness, and in 
spite of an erring world, reject it. You are not to inquire 
how your trade n^y be increased, nor how you are to be* 
come a great and powerful people, but how your liberties 
can be secured ; for liberty ought to be the direct end of 
your government. Is it necessary lor your liberty^ that 
you should abandon those great rights by the adoption of 
this system ? Is the relinquishment of the trial by jury, 
and the liberty of the press, necessary fioar your liberty ? Will 
the abemdonment of your most sacred rights tend to the 
security of your liberty ? - Liberty, the greatest of all earthly 
blessings^-^it^e tis that precious jewel, and you may take 
every thing else ! But I am fearfid I have lived long 
enough to become an old-fiishioned fellow. Perhaps an 
invincible attachment to the dearest rights of man, may, in 
these refined, enlightened dfitys, be deemed old-fashioned: 
if so, I am cont^ted to be so : I say, the time has been, 
when every pulse of my heart beat for American Uberty, 
and which, I believe, had a counterpart in the breast of 
every true American ; but suspicions have gone forth — bus* 
^picions of my integrity^-publicly repented thai my profes 

sions are not real — twenty-three years ago was I suimsed 

20 
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n traitor to my country : I was then said to be a bane of 
seditioD because I supported the rights of my country : I 
may be thought suspicious, when I say our privilq;es and 
rights are in danger : but, sir, a number of the peofde of 
this country are weak enough to think these things are too 
true. I am hiqipy to find, that the gentleman on the other 
side declares they are groundless : but, sir, sufi;»cion is a 
virtue, as long as its object is the preservation of the public 
good, iwd as long as it stays within proper bounds : should 
it ML on me, I am contented ; conscious rectitude is a pow- 
erful consolation : I trust there are many who think my 
IHTofessions f(Nr the public good to be real. Let your suspi- 
cion look to both sides : there are many on the other side, 
who possibly may have been persuaded of the necessity of 
these measures, which I conceive to be dangerous to your 
liberty. Guard with jealous attention the public Uberty. 
Suspect every one who approaches that jewel. Unf<»tu* 
nately, nothing will preserve it but downright force : when- 
ever you give up that force, you are inevitably ruined. I 
am answered by gentlemen, that though I might epeak of 
terrors, yet the &ct was, that we were surrounded by none 
of the dangers I apprehended. I conceive this new govern- 
ment to be one of those dangers : it has produced those 
h<MTors, which distress many of our best citizens. We are 
come hither to preserve the poor commonwealth of Yirginia, 
if it can be possiUy done : something must be done to pre- 
serve your liberty and mine* The confederation, this same 
despised government, merits, in my opinion, the highest 
enc«[nium: it carried us through a long and dangerous war: 
it rendered us victorious in that Uoody conflict with a power- 
ful oajtion : it has secured us a territory greater than any 
European monarch possesses : and shall a government which 
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has been thus strcmg and vigorous, be accused of imbeciiity , 
and abandoned for want of energy ? Consider what you 
are about to do, before you part with this government. Take 
longer time in reckoning things j revolutions like this have 
happened in almost every country of Europe : similar exam- 
ples are to be found in ancient Greece and ancient Rome : in- 
stances of the peofd^e losing their liberty by their own careless- 
ness and the ambition of a few. We are cautioned, by the ho- 
nourable gentleman who presides, against faction and turbu- 
lence : I acknowledge that licentiousness is dangerous, and 
that it ought to be provided against : I acknowledge, also, the 
new form of government may effectually prevent it : yet there 
is another thing it will as effectually do — it will oppress and 
ruin the people. There are sufficient guards placed against 
faction and licentiousness : for when power is given to this 
government to suppress these, or for any other purpose, the 
language it assumes is clear, express, and unequivocal : but 
when this constitution speaks of privileges, there is an am- 
biguity, Sir, a fatal ambiguity, an ambiguity which is 
very astonishing !" 

The adoption of the instrument had been maintained 
upon the ground that it would increase our military strength, 
and enable us to resist the lawless ambition of foreign princes : 
it had been, urged, too, that"* if the convention should rise 
without adopting the instrument, disunion and anarchy 
would be the certain consequences. In ansn^er to these topics 
he said — " Happy will you be, if you miss the fate of those 
nations, who, omitting to resist their oppressors, or negligently 
suffering their hberty to be wrested from them, have groaned 
under intolerable despotism \ Most of the human race are 
now in this deplorable condition. And those nations who 
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have gone in seftrch of grandemri power ^ and splendow^ 
have ako fiiUen a sacrifice, and been the vidiaii of thdor (nm 
fidly. Wiiile they acquired thoie visionary blessings, they 
lost their freedom. 

''My great ol]jection to this government is, that it does not 
leave us the means o( defending our rights, or of waging 
war against tyrants. It is urged by some gentlemen, that 
this new plan will toing us an acquisition of strength, an 
army, and the militia of the states.* This is an idea ex- 
tremely ridiculous : gentlemen cannot be in earnest. This 
acquisition toill trample on your fallen liberty ! Let my 
beloved Americans guard against that &tal lethai^ that has 
pervaded the universe. Have we the means of resisting 
disdplined armies, when our only defence, the militia, is 
put into the hands of congress ? The honourable gentle- 
man said, that great danger would ensue, if the convention 
rose without adopting this system. I ask, wh^e is that dan- 
ger? I see none. Other gentlemen have told us within 
these walls, that the union is gone — or, that the union will 
be gone. Is not this trifling with the judgment of their 
fellow-citizens ? Till they tell us the ground of their fears, I 
wiU consider them as imaginary. I rose to make inquiry 
where those dangers were ; they could make no answer : T 
beUeve I never shall have that answer. Is there a disposi- 
tion in the people of this country to revolt against the domi- 
nion of laws ? Has there been a single tumult in Virginia ? 
Have not the people of Yirginia, when labouring imder the 
severest pressure of accumulated distresses, manifested the 
most cordial acquiescence in the execution of the laws? 
What could be voxxq awful than their unanimous acquies- 
cence imder genial distresses ? Is there any revolution in 
Virginia ? Whither is the spirit of America gone ? 
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WhUher is the genius of America fled ? It ioas btU 
yesterday when otir enemies marched in triumfh through 
our country. Yet the people of this country cotdd not 
be appalled by their pompous armaments : they stopped 
their career j and victoriously captured them ! Where is 
the peril now compared to that ? Some minds are agitated 
by foreign alarms. Happily Ibr us, there is no real danger 
from Europe : that country is engaged in more arduous bu- 
siness : froih that quarter there is no cause of fear : you may 
sleep in safety for ever for them. Where is the danger ? If, 
3ir, there was any, I would recur to the American spirit to, 
defend us — that spirit which has enabled us to surmount the 
greatest diOSculties : to that illustrious spirit I address my 
most fervent prayer, to prevent our adopting a system de- 
structive to liberty. Let^'not gentlemen be told that it is not 
safe to reject this government. Wherefore is it not safe ? 
We are told there are dangers ; but those dangers are ideal ; 
they cannot be demonstrated. To encourage us to adopt it, 
they tell us that there is a plain, easy way of getting amend- 
ments. When I come to contemplate this part, I suppose 
that I am mad, or, that my countrymen are so. The way 
to amendment is, in my conception, shut. Let us considei 
this plain^ easy way J^ 



He then proceeds to demonstrate, that as the constitution 
required the concurrence of three-fourths of the states to any 
amendment, it followed that six-tenths of the people, iti four 
of the smallest states, (not containing collectively one-tenth 
part of the population of the United States) would have it in 
their power to defeat the most salutary amendments ; and 
then asks, '' Is this, sir, an easy mode of securing the public 
Uberty ? It is, sir, a most fearful situation, when the most 



j^4 WIRT'S hOfB OF 

coateuQiiiible miaority can prevent the aheration of the most 
oppreaaive goyernoient : for it may, in many respects, prove 
to be such. Is this the spirit of republicanism ? What, Sir, 
is the genius of democracy ? Let me read that clause of the 
bill of rights of Virginia, which relates to this : 3d Art. 
' That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the com* 
mon benefit, protection, and security of the people, nation, or 
community ; of all the various modes and forms of govern- 
ment, that is best which is capable of producing the greatest 
degree of lu^piness and safety, and is most effectually secured 
against the danger of mal-administration ; and that when- 
ever any government shall be found inadequate, or contrary 
to these purposes, a majority of the community hath an 
indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, 
alter, or aboUsh it, in such manner as shall be judged most 
conducive to the pubUc weal.' This, Sir, is the language of 
democracy, that a majority of the community have a right 
to alter their government when found to be oppressive ; but 
how different is the genius of your new constitution from 
tliis ? How different from the sentiments of fi'eemen, that a 
contemptible minority can prevent the good of the majority ? 
If, then, gentlemen standing on this ground, are come to 
that point, that they are willing to bind themselves and their 
posterity to be oppressed, I am amazed, and inexpressibly 
astofiished! If this be the opinion of the majority, I must 
submit ; bttt to me, Sir, it appears perilous and destructive ', 
I cannot help thinking so ; perhaps it may be the result of 
my age ; these may be feelings natural to a man of my 
years, when the American spirit has left him, and his mental 
powers, like the members of the body, are decayed. If, Sir, 
amendments are left to the twentieth, or to the tenth part of 
the people of America, your liberty is gone for ever. We 
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have heard that there k a great deal of bribery practieed in 
the house of commons in England ; and that many of the 
membeis raised themeelves to preferments by sdling the 
rights of the peofde. But, Sir, the tenth part of that body 
connot continue oppressions on the rest of the people. Eng* 
lish liberty is, in this case, on a firmer foundation than 
American liberty. It wiU be easily contrived to procure the 
(^position of one-tenth of the people to any alteration, how- 
ever judicious." 

Mr* Pendleton had repelled the idea of danger from the 
adoption of the constitution, oa the ground of the facility 
with which the people could recall their delegated powers, 
and change their servants. — " We will assemble in conven- 
tion," said Mr. Pendleton, ^ wholly recall our delegated pow- 
ers, or reform them so as to prevent such abuse, and punish 
our servants." In reply to this, Mr. Henry said — "The 
honourable gentleman who presides told us, that, to prevent 
abuses in our government, we will assemble-in convention, 
recall our delegated powers, and punish our servants for abu- 
sing the trust reposed in them. Oh, Sir, we should have 
fine times indeed, if to punish tyrants, it wete only ne- 
cessary to ensemble the people! Your arms, wherewith 
you amid defend yourselves, are gone ! and you have no 
longer an aristocratical, no longer a democratical spirit. Did 
you ever read of any revolution in any nation, brought about 
by the punishment of those in power, inflicted by those who 
had no power at all? You read of a riot act in a country 
which is called one of the freest in the world, where a few 
neighbours cannot assemble^ without the risk of being shot 
by a hired soldiery, the engines of despotism. We may see 
such an act in America, A standing army we shall have, 
also^ to execute the execrahte commands of tyranny ; and 



296 WUtPS UPB OF 

* - 

how are you to punish them? Will you crder them to 60 
punished? Who shall obey these orders? Will your 
mace-bearer be a match for a disciplined regiment? In 
what situation are we to be ? The clause before you gives 
a power of direct taxation, unbounded and unlimited ; ex- 
clusive power of legislation, in all cases whatsoever, for ten 
miles square ; and over aU places purchased for the 
erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, 4*c. 
What resistance could he made ? The attempt would 
be madness. You will find all the strength of this country 
in the hands of your enemies ; those garrisons will naturally 
be the strongest places in the country. Your militia is given 
up to congress, also, in auother part of this plan ; they will, 
therefore, act as they think proper ; all power will be in 
their own possession ; you cannot force them to receive their 
punishment" 

He continued to ridicule very successfully the alluring idea 
of the expected splendour of the new government, and the 
imaginary checks and balances which were said to exist in 
this constitution : "If we admit," said he, ^' this consolidated 
government, it will be because we like a great splendid 
one. Some way or other we must be a great and mighty 
empire ; we must have an army, and a navy, and a num- 
ber of things ! When the American spirit was in its youth, 
the language of America was difierent : liberty. Sir, was 
then the primary object^ And again: " This constitution 
is said to have beautiful features ; when I come to examine 
these features, Sir, they appear to me horribly frightful ! 
among other deformities, it has an awful squinting ; it 
squints toward m>onarchy ! And does not this raise indig- 
nation in the heart of every true American ? Your presi« 
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dent may easily beeome long ; your senate is sa inqMrfectty 
constructed, that your dearest rights may be sacrificed by 
what may be a small minority ; and a very small minority 
misiy continue, for every unchangecMe, this government, 
although horridly defective ; where are your checkB in this 
government ? Your strong holds vriU be in the hands of 
your enemies ; it is on a supposition that your American 
governors shall be honest, that all the good qualities of this 
government^ are founded; but its defective and imperfect 
construction puts it in their power to perpetrate the worst of 
mischiefs, should they be bad men ; and, Sir, would not all 
the world, from the eastern to the western hemisphere, blame 
our distracted folly in resting our rights upon the contin* 
gency of our rulers being good or bad ? Show me that 
age and country, where the rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple were placed on the sole chance of their rulers being good 
men^ without a consequent loss of liberty ? I say, that the 
loss of that dearest privilege has ever followed, with absdute 
certainty, every such mad attempt. If your American chief 
be a man of ambition and abilities, how easy is it for him 
to render himself absolute ! The army is in his hands ; and, 
if he be a man of address, it wiQ be attached to him ; and 
it will be the subject of long meditation widi him to seize the 
first auspicious moment to accixnplkh his design ; and, Sir, 
will the American spirit, ddAy^ relieve yon when this hap- 
pens ? I would rather infinitely, and I am sure most of 
this convention are of the same^opinion, have a king, lords, 
and commons, than a government so replete with such in* 
supportable evib. If we make a kingt we may prescribe the 
rules by which he shall rtde his pec^, and interpose such 
checks as shall prevent him from infiinging them ; but the 

president in the field, at the head of his army, can prescribe 
2P 
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the terms on which he shall teiga master, so fiur that it will 
puzzle any American ever to get his neck from under the 
galling yoke. I cannot, with patience, think of this idea. 
If ever he vidates the laws, one of two things will happen : 
he will come at the head of his army to carry every thing 
before him ; or he will give bail, or do what Mr. Chief Jus- 
tice will order him. If he be guilty, will not the recollection 
of his crimes teach him to make one bold push for the Ame- 
rican throne? Will not the immense difference between 
being master of every thing, and being ignominiously tried 
and punished, powerfully excite him to make this bold push? 
But, Sir, where is the existing force to punish him? « Can 
he not, at the head of his army, beat down every opposition? 
Away with your president; we shall have a king: the 
army will salute him monarch ; your militia will leave you, 
and assist in making him king, and fight against you : and 
what have you to oppose this force ? What will then become 
of you and your rights? Will not absolute despotism ensue ?" 
[Here Mr. Henry strongly and pathetically expatiated on 
the probability of the president's enslaving America, and 
the horrid consequences that must result.] 

After the frank admission of the reporter, exhibited by the 
words contained within those brackets, that he had not at- 
tempted to follow Mr. Henry in this pathetic excursion, the 
reader will perceive, that it would .be doing injustice to the 
memory of that eminent man, to multiply extracts from this 
book, as specimens of his 'eloquence. The stenographer 
who should be able to take down Mr. Henry's speeches, 
w<»rd for word, must have other qualities beside the perfect 
mastery of his art : he must have the perfect mastery of 
himself, and be able, for the mconent, to play the mere au- 
tomaian: for without such self<:ommand, no man, who 
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had a human heart in his bosom, could. listen to his startling 
exclaniatioiis, or horror-breathing tones, without keeping his 
eyes immoveably rivetted upon the speaker. His dominion 
over his hearers was so absolute, that it was idle to think 
of resisting him ; you -^ould as soon think of resisting 
the lightning of heaven. The very tone of voice, in which 
he would address the chairman, when he felt the inspi- 
ration of }m genius rising — "Mr. Chairman!^' — and the 
awful pause which followed this caH — fixed upon him at 
once every eye in the assembly : and then his own rapt 
countenance ! — ^those eyes which seemed to beam with light 
from another world, and under whose fiery glance the orest of 
the proudest adversary fell ! his majestic attitudes, and that 
bold, strong, and varied action, which spoke forth, with so 
much power, the energies of his own great spirit, rendered his 
person a spectacle so sublime and so awfully interesting, that 
to look in any other <Mrection when the spell was upon him, 
was not to be expected from any man who had eyes to see 
and ears to hear. Little cause have we therefore to wonder 
or to complain, that a gentleman of Mr. Robertson's lively 
admiration of genius, and of his quick and kindling sensibi- 
lity, was sometimes bedimmed by his own tears, and at 
others torn firom his task by those master flights, wMch 
rushed like a mighty whirlwind firom the earth, and carried 
up every thing in their vortex. 

The chief objections taken to the constitution are reduci- 
ble to the following heads. 

I. That it was a consolidated, instead of a confederated 
government: that in making it so, the delegates at Philadel- 
phia had transcended the limits of their commission : changed 
fundamentally the relatioiis which the states had chosen to 
I)ear to each other : annihilated tlj^ir'respective sovereignties : 
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deBtroyed the bameni which diTided them: and converted 
the whole into one sdid empire. To this leading objection 
ahnoet all the rest had reference, and were urged principally 
with the view to illuetarate and enforce it. 

|I. The vast and alarming array of specific powers given 
to the general government, and the wide door opened for an 
unlimited extension of those -powers, by the clause which 
authorized congress to pckss all laws necessary to carry 
the given powers into effect. It was urged, that this clause 
rendered the previous specification of powers an idle illusion; 
since, by the force of construction arising from that clause, 
congress might easily do any thing and every thing it chose, 
under the pretence of giving effect to some specified power. 

III. The unlimited power of taxation of all kinds : the 
states were no longer to be required, in their federative 
characters, to contribute their respective proportions toward 
the expenses and engagements of the general government: 
but congress were authorized to go directly to the pockets 
of the people, and sweep from them, en masse, from north 
to south, whatever portion of the earnings of the industrious 
poor the rapacity of the general government, or their schemes 
of ambitious grandeur, might suggest. It was contended 
that such a power could not be exercised, without just com- 
plaint, over a country so extensive, and so diversified in its 
productions and the pursuits of its people : that it was im- 
possible to selea any suligect of general taxation which 
wo^ not operate unequally on the different sections of the 
union, produce discontent and heart-burnings among the 
people^ and most probably tmninate in open resistance to 
the laws: that the representatives in congress were too few 



Patrick heIvry. 301 

to carry with them a knowledge of the wants and capaci- 
ties of the peqple in the different parts of a laige state, and 
that the representation could not be made full enough to 
attain that object, without becoming oppressively expensive 
to the country : that hence taxation ought to be left to the 
states themselves, whose representation was full, wlio best 
knew the habits and circumstances of their constituents, and 
on what subjects a tax could be most conveniently laid. Mr. 
Henry said that he was willing to grant this power condi- 
tionally ; that is, upon the failure of the states to comply 
with requisitions from congress : but that the absolute and 
unconditional grant of it, in the first instance, filled his 
mind with the most awful anticipations. It was resolved, 
he saw clearly, that we must be a great and splendid peo- 
ple ; and that in order to be so, immense revenues must be 
raised from the people: the people were to be bowed down 
under the load of their taxes, direct and indirect ; and a 
swarm of federal tax-gatherers were to cover this land, to 
blight every blade of grass, and every leaf of vegetation, and 
consume its productions for the enrichment of themselves 
and their masters: it was not contended, he supposed, but 
that the state legislature, also, might impose taxes for their 
own internal purposes: thus the people were to be doubly 
(^pressedj and between the state sheriffs and the federal 
sheriffs to be gi'ound to dust: on this subject he drew such 
a vivid and affecting picture of these officers, entering in 
succession the cabin of the broken-hearted peasant, and the 
last one rifling the poor remains which the first had left, as 
is said to have drawn tears from every eye. 

IT. The power of raising armies and building navies, and 

still more emjSiatically, the contrd given to the general 

26 
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govemmeiit over the miliUa of the states, was most stienii 
oualy opposed. The power thus given was a part of the 
means cf that aggrandisement which was obviously medi- 
tated, and there could be no doubt that it would be exercised : 
so that this republic, whose beet policy was peace, was to be 
saddled with the expense of maintaining standing armies 
and navies, useless for any other purpose than to insult hei 
citizens, to afford a pretext for increased taxes, and an aug- 
mented public debt, and finally to subvert the liberties of her 
people : her militia too, her last reiyiaining defence, was gone. 
" Congress," said Mr. Henry, " by the power of taxation — 
by that of raising an army and navy — and by their control 
over the militia — have the sword in the one band, and the 
purse in the other. Shall we be safe without either ? Con- 
gress have an unlimited power over both ; they are entirely 
given up by us. Ijet him (Mr. Madison) candidly tell me, 
where and when did freedom exist, when the sword and 
purse were given up from the people? Unless a miracle 
in human affairs shall interpose, no nation ever did or ever 
can retain its liberty, after the loss of the sword and the purse." 
The unlimited control over the militia was vehemently 
opposed, on the ground, that the marching militia from dis- 
tant states to quell insurrection, and repel invasions, and 
keeping the free yeomanry of the country under the lash of 
martial law» would, in the first instance, produce an efiept 
extremely inimical to the peace and harmony of the union ; 
and in the next, harass the agricultural body of the people 
so much^ as to reconcile them, as a less evil, to that curse of 
nations, and bane of freedom, a standing army: — and se- 
condly, this power was opposed, on the ground) that congress, 
under the boundless ehart^ of constructive power which it 
possessed^ might transfer to the preadent the power of call- 
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mg fbrA the mibtia, and thus ^aafaie him to disarin ali qipo* 
flitiofti to his ftthcsnea. 

y. The sereial claiues ^ndiiig &r the federal jod^^ 
were objected to, on the grouiid <rf the clashmg jurisdictiQiis 
of the state and federal courts ; and secondly, because in&iite 
power was given to congress to multifdy inferior federal counts 
at pleasure ; a power which thej Would not &il to exercise, 
in order to swell the patronage of the president, to their cwn 
emolument ; and thus liable him to reward their devotion 
to his views, by bestowing on them and their dependents 
those offices which they had themselves created. 

YI. It was contended that the trial by jury was gone in 
civil cases, by that clause which gives to the supreme court 
appellate power over the law and the fact in every case ; 
and which thereby enabled that tribunal to annihilate both 
the verdict and judgment of the inferior courts : and that m 
criminal cases also, the trial by jury was worse than gone, 
because it was admitted, that the common law, which alone 
gave the challenge for &vour, would not be in force as to 
the federal courts ; and hence a jury might, in every in- 
stance, be packed to suit the purpose of the prosecution. 

^ • 

VIL The authority of the president to take the command 
of the q^rmies of the United States, in person, was warmly 
resisted, on the ground, that if he were a military character, 
and a man oi address, he might easily convert them. into an 
engine ix the worst of purposes. 

Yin. The cession of the whde treaty-making power to 
4he president and senate was concndered as one of the most 
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fixmidable features in llie instnimeDt, inaamuch aa it put 
it in the power of the president and any ttxi senators, who 
might represent the five smallest states, to enter ii;ito the 
most ruinous foreign engagements and even to cede away 
by treaty any portion of the territory of the larger states : ii 
was insisted, that the lower house, who were the immediate 
representatives of the peofde, instead of being excluded as 
they were by the constitution from all participation in the 
treaty-making power, ought at least to be consulted, if not 
to have the principal agency in so interesting a national act. 

IX. The immense patronage of the president was objected 
to : because it placed in his hands the means of corrupting 
the congress, the navy, and army, and of distributing, more- 
over, throughout the society, a band of retainers in the shape 
of judges, revenue officers, and tax gatherers, which would 
render him irresistible in any scheme of ambition that he 
might meditate against the liberties of his country. 

X. The irresponsibility of the whole gang of federal of- 
ficers (as they were called) was objected to : there was in- 
deed, in some instances, a power of impeachment pretended 
to be given, but it was mere sham and mockery ; since, in- 
stead of being tiied by a tribunal, zealous and interested to 
bring them to justice, they were to try each other for offences, 
in which probably, they were all mutually implicated. 

XI. It was insisted, that if we must adopt a constitution 
ceding away such vast powers, express and unplied, and so 
fraught with danger to the liberties of the people, it ought at ^ 
least to be guarded by a bill of rights : that in all free go- 
vernments, and in the estimation of all men attached tcv 
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Iberty, there w#re certain rights unalienaUe — mfi^acriplMt 
— and of 80 sacred a character, that they could not be guarded 
^th too much caution : among these were the liberty of 
speech and ci the press-— what security had we, that even 
tffese sacred privileges would not be invaded ? Congress 
might think it necessary, in order to carry into effect the 
given powers, to silence the clamours and censures of the 
people ; and, if they meditated views of lawless ambition, 
they certainly will so think : what then would become of the 
liberty of speech and of the press ? 

* 
Several objections of a minor character were urged ; such as, 

1. That the ambiguity with which the direction for pub- 
lishing the proceedings of cioogress was expressed, ("from 
time to time,'') put it in their power to keep the people in 
utter ign<»rance of their proceedings ; and thus to seize the 
public liberties "by ambuscade." 

2. That the 9ih section of the I. article, professing to set 
out restrictkxis upon the power of congress, gave them, by 
irresistible implication, the sovereign power over all subjects 
not excepted, and thus enlarged their constructive powers, 
ad infinitum, 

3. That congress had the power of invdving the southern 
states in all the hcMrrors which would resuh from a toted eman- 
cipation of their slaves ; and that the northern states, unin- 
terested in the consequences of such an act, had a controlling 
majority, which possessed the power, and would not proba- 
bly want the inclination, to effect it 



4. That the pay of the members was by the constitution 
2a 



g()5 WUPPS LIFE OP 

to be fixed by th^nseives, wkhout limitation or restraint. 
« They may, therefore," said Mr. Henry, " indulge them- 
selves in the fullest extent. They wiU make then* compen- 
sation as high as they please. I suppose, if they be good 
men, their own delicacy will lead them to be satisfied with 
moderate salaries. But there is no security for this, should 
they be otherwise inclined." 

These objections, and many others which it were tedious 
to enumerate, were pressed upon the house day after day, 
with all the powers of reasoning and of eloquence ; and 
where argument and declamation were found unavailing, 
the force of ridicule was freely resorted to. Thus, in rela- 
tion to the objection of consolidation, Mr. Madison had said, 
" There are a number of opinions as to the nature of the 
government ; but the principal question is, whether it be a 
federal or consolidated government. In order to judge pro- 
perly of the question before us, we must consider it minutely 
in its principal parts. I conceive, myself, that it is of a mix- 
ed nature : — it is, in a manner, unprecedented : we cannot 
find one express example in the experience of the world — it 
stands by itself. In some respects, it is a government of a 
federal nature : in others, it is of a consolidated nature." He 
then proceeds to point out and discriminate its federal from 
its national features. Mr. Corbin, on the same side, express- 
ed himself satisfied with Mr. Madison's definition of the in- 
strument ; but begged leave to call it by another name, viz. 
" a representative federal governments^ as contradistin- 
guished from a confederacy." 

Mr. Henry, in replying to these gentlemen, says — " This 

government is so new, it toants a name ! I wish its other 
novelties were as harmless as this. We are told, however, 
that, collectively taken, it is without an example ! — that it 
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18 naiimMl m this part, and federal in that part, &c. We 
may be amused, if we please, by a treatise o! political ana- 
tomy. In the brain it is national : the stamina are fede- 
ral — some limbs axe federal, others national. The sena- 
tors are voted for by the state legislatures^ — so far it is 
federal. Individuals choose the members of the first branch 
— here it is national. It is federal in conferring general 
powers ; but national in retaining them. It is not to be 
supported by the states— the pockets of individuals are to be 
searched for its maintenance. Whai signifies it to me, 
that you have the most curious anatomical description 
of it in its erection ? To all the common purposes of legis- 
lation, it is a great consolidation of government. You are 
not to have the right to legislate in any but trivial cases ; you 
are not to touch private contracts : you are not to have the 
right of having armies, in yom* own defence : you cannot be 
trusted with dealing out justice between man and man. 
What shall the states have to do? Take care of the 
poor — repair and make highways — erect bridges — and 
so on, and so on J Abolish the state legislatures at once. 
What purposes should they be continued for ? Our legisla- 
ture will indeed be a ludicrous spectacle — 180 men^ maich- 
ing in solemn farcical procession, exhibiting a mournful 
proof of the lost liberty of their country, without the power 
of restoring it. But, Sir, we have the consolation, that it is 
a mixed government ! that is, it may Work sorely in your 
neck ; but you will have some comfort by saying, that it 
was a federal government in its origin v 

Notwithstanding this ridicule, however, thrown on some 
of theii- arguments, Mr. Henry did not fed!, on every proper 
occasion, to do justice to the great abilities and merits of his 
adversaries. To the eloquence of Col. Innis he paid a me- 
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noorable tribute ; and in one abort sentence sketched 'a 
picture of it so vivid* and so Mthfiil, that it would be in- 
justice to both gentlemen not to give it a place : — " That ho- 
nourable gentleman is endowed with great doquence — dio- 
quence splendid, magnificent, and sufficient to shake the 
human mind T' No circumlocution could have described with 
half the spirit and truth, that rare union of pomp and power 
which distinguished Col. Innis ; whose car of triumph was 
always a chariot of war; pugfUB vel pornp^B, parUer 
aptus. ' 

One of the most singular instances on record of the fidlacy 
of the human memory, occurred in the course of these de- 
bates: this was in relation to the case of Josiah Philips, 
which has been already mentioned. Mr. Randolph, in an- 
swer to Mr. Henry's panegyrics on the constitution of the 
state of Virginia, brought forward that case in the following 
terms : — " There is one example of this violation (of the 
state constitution) in Virginia, of a most striking and shock- 
ing nature, — an example so horrid, that if I conceived my 
country would passivdy permit a repetition of it, dear as it 
is to me, I would seek means of expatriating myself from 
it. A man, who was then a citizen, was deprived of his life 
thus: — from a mere reliance on general reports, a g'^nric-' 
man in the hotise of delegates informed the hotese, that 
a certain man (Josiah Philips) had committed several crimes, 
and was ruTming at large perpetrating other crimes; he, 
therefore, moved for leave to attaint him ; he obtained that 
leave instantly ; no sooner did he obtain it, than he drew 
from his pocket a bill ready written for that effect ; it was 
read three times in one day, and carried to the senate ; I will 
not say that it passed the same day through the senate ; but 
he was attainted very speedily and precipitately, without any 
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proof better than vague lepcxrts ! Without beiiig confronted 
with his accusers and witnesses ; without the privilege of 
calling for evidence in his behalf, he was sentenced to death, 
and was afterwards actually executed. Was this arbitrary 
deprivation of life, the dearest gift of God to man, consistent 
with the genius of a republican government? Is this com* 
patible with the spirit of freedom ? This, Sir, has made the 
deepest impression in my heart, and I cannot contemplate it' 
without horror." Now .the reader, by adverting to the state^ 
ment which has been already given ,of Philips' case, and 
which is founded on record, will find that there is not one 
word of this eloquent invective that is consistent with the 
facts. What makes the case still more strange is, that Mr. 
Randolph, at the happening of the occurrence to which he 
alludes, held the double office of clerk of the house pf dele- 
gates, and attorney-general of the commonwealth ; in the 
first character, he had, only ten years before, been officially 
informed, that the bill of attainder had not been founded on 
report, but on a communication of the governor, inclosing 
the letter of the commanding officer of the miUtia in the 
quarter which was the theatre of PhiUps' ravages ; that that 
letter had been in due form committed to the whole house oa 
the state of the commonwealthj whose resolutions led to the 
bill in question ; ^.nd that jthe bill, instead of being read three 
times in one day, had been regularly, and according to the 
forms of the house, read on three several days ; while in his 
character of attorney-general, he had himself indicted and 
prosecuted Philips for highway robbery — confronted him 
with the witnesses, whose names are given at the foot of 
the indictment, still extant among our records, and endorsed 
in Mr. Randolph's own hand writing ; convicted him on 
that charge, on which charge, and on which alone, Phi- 
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was regtdarfy smteneed and executed, «Yet, not 
only Mr. Randolph, but all the other members who had oc- 
caskm to adyert to the circamstance, and even Mr. Henry^ 
on whom it is supposed to have been designed to bear, pro- 
ceed in their several criminations and defences, upon the ad- 
mission that Philips had fallen a victim to the bill of attain- 
der. Had the incident been of a common character, there 
would have been nothing stmnge in its having been forgot- 
ten ; but it is one of so singular and interesting a nature, 
that this total oUivion of it by the principal actors themselves 
becomes a matter of curious history.* 

The convention had been attended, from its commence- 
ment, by a vast concourse of citizens of all ages and condi- 
tions. The interest so universally felt in the question itself, 
and not less the transcendent talents which were engaged in 
its discussion, presented such attractions as could not be resist- 
ed. Industry deserted its pursuits, and even dissipation gave 
up its objects, for the superior enjoyments which wer6 pre- 
sented by the hall of the convention. Not only the people 
of the town and neighbourhood, but gentlemen from every 
quarter of the state, were seen thronging to the metropolis, 
and speeding their eager way to the building in wliich the 
convention held its meetings. Day after day, from morning 
till night, the galleries of the house were continually filled 
with an anxious crowd, who forgot the inconvenience of 
their situation in the excess of their enjoyment; and far 
from giving any interruption to the course of the debate, in- 
creased its interest and solemnity by their silence and atten- 
tion. No bustle, no motion, no sound was heard among 
them, save only a slight movement when some new speaker 

* See Appendix. Note C. 
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arose, whom they were all eager to see as w^ as to hear ; 
or when some master stroke of etoqnence riiot thfShiig akmg 
their nerves, and extorted an mvoluntary and inartictilate 
nrarmur. Day after day was this banquet of tl^ moid and 
of the heart sfH'ead before them, with a dehcaey and variety 
which could never doy. There every taste nngbt find its 
pectdiar gratifications — ^the man of wit — the man of feeing 
— the critic — ^the philosoph«r— 4lie his(ormn--^tfae metaphy- 
sician — the lover of logic— the admirer <rf rhetoric—- every 
man who had an eye for the beauty of action, (n: an ear for 
the harmony of sound, at a soul for the charms of poetic 
fancy— *in short, every one who could see, or hear, or foel, or 
understand, might find in the wanton profusion and prodi-^ 
gality of that attic feast, some delicacy adapted to his peculiar 
taste. Every mode of attack and of defence, of which the 
human mind is capable, in deccMrous debate — every spedes 
of weapon and armour, ofiensive and defensive, that could be 
used with advantage, from the Roman javelin to the Par- 
thian arrow, from the cloud of iEneas to the shidd of 
Achilles— <all that couldbe accomplished by bnman strength, 
and almost more than human activity, was seen exhibited 
on that celebrated floor. Nor did the debate hecorae oppres- 
sive by its unvarying finmality. The stateliness and stern- 
ness c( extended argum^it were frequently relieved by quick 
and animated diak^e. Sometimes the conversatk>n would 
become &miliar and fiiendly. The combatants themsdves 
would seem jdeased with this relief; fei^ that they were 
ettemies, Mid by a sortof informal truce pot off their armour, 
and sit down anucaMy together to repose, ask weie^ in the 
shade of the same tree. By ilife agreeable itttflfibixtuie of 
coBoquiri spri^thness and Iniiancy with pmfdund, anA 
leariied^ and vigomn ai^mant-^f sociat coortesy 
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heroic gallantry, the audience, hr firom being fatigued with 
the discussion, looked with regret to the hour of adjournment. 

In this great competition of talents, Mr. Henry's powers 
of debate still shone pre-eminent They were now exhi- 
biting thanselves in a new aspect. Hitherto his efforts, 
however splendid, had been comparatively short and occa- 
8ional« In the house of burgesses in 1766, in the congress 
of 1774, aod the state convention of 1776 he had exhibited 
the impetuous charge of the gallant Francis the first : but 
now, in combination with this fiery force, he was displaying 
all the firm and dauntless constancy of Charles the fifth. 
No shock of his adversaries could move him fit)m his ground. 
His resources never feiled. His eloquence was poived fix>m 
inexhaustible fountains, and assumed every variety of hue 
and form and motion, which could delight or persuade, in- 
struct or astonish. Sometimes it was the limpid rivulet 
sparkling down the mountain's side, and winding its silver 
oourse between margins of moss — ^then gradually swelling 
to a bidder stream, it xoared in the headlong cataract, and 
spread its rainbows to the sun — now, it flowed on in tran- 
quil majesty, like a river of the west, reflecting firom its po- 
lished surfiu^e, forest, and diff, and sky — anon, its was the 
\ " aflgry ocean, chafed by the tempest, hanging its billows, 

with deafening clamours, among the cracking shrouds, or 
hurling them in sublime defiance at the storm that fix)wned 
above. 

Toward the close of the aessioD, an incident occurred of 
a chairact^ so extraordinary as to deserve particular notice. 
The queaticm of adoption or rqection was now approaching. 
The decisuNi was still uncertain, and every mind and every 
heiurt was filled with antiety. Mr. Henry partook most 
deeply of this feeUng ; and while engaged, as it were, in Ua 






PATRICK HENRY. 3 1 3 

last effort, availed himself of the strong sensations which he 
knew to pervade the house, and made an appeal to it which, 
in poini of sublimity, has never been surpassed in any age 
or country of the world. After describing, in accents which 
spoke to the soul, and to which every other bosom deeply 
responded, the awfiil immensity of the question to the present 
and future genei'ations, and the throbbing apprehensions 
with which he looked to the issue, he passed from the house 
ana irom the earth, and looking as he said, '' beyond that ho- 
rizon which binds mortal eyes," he pointed — with a counte- 
nance and action that made the blood run back upon the 
aching heart — to those celestial beings who were hovering 
over the s^^ne, and waiting with anxiety for a decision which 
involved the happiness or misery of more than half the hu- 
man race. To those beings — with the same thrilling look 
and action — he had just addressed an invocation that made 
every nerve shudder with supernatural horror — when, lo ! a 
storm at that instant arose, which shook the whole building, 
and the spirits whom he had called seemed to have come at 
his bidding. Nor did his eloquence, or the storm, imme- 
diately cease — but availing himself of the incident, with a 
master's art, he seemed to mix in the fight of his ethereal 
auxiliaries, and '^ rising on the wings of the tempest, to seize 
upon the artillery of Heaven, and direct its fiercest thunders 
against the heads of his adversaries.'' The scene became 
insupportable ; and the house rose without the formality of 
adjournment, the members rushing from their seats with 
precipitation and confusion.* 

* The words above quoted are tboee of Judge Archibald Stewart ; a 

genueman who was present, a member of the conventioiii and one ol 

those who voted against the side of the question supported by Mr. 

Henry. The incident, as given in the text, is wholly founded on tht 
2R 



314 YflRTS LIFE OF 

But all his efforts were in vain. Either the justice of the 
opposing cause, or the powers of his adversaries, or the pre- 
judged (pinions and instructions of the members, rendered 
his reasoning and his eloquence equally unavailing. Out 
of a house, composed of one hundred and sixty-eight mem- 
bers, the question of ratification was carried by a majority 
of ten. Mr. Henry himself seemed to have a presage of this 
result. After the storm which has been mentioned, colonel 
Innis, who, in his character of attorney-general, had been 
hitherto attending a court of oyer and terminer, came into 
the house, and the debate was renewed. Mr. Henry, in 
answering him, closed the last speech which he delivered on 
the floor, with the following remarks : 

'^ I beg pardon of this house for having taken up more time 
than came to my share ; and I thank them for the patience 
and polite attention with which I have been heard. If I 
shall be in the minority, I shall have those painful sensa- 
tions which arise from a conviction of being overpowered in 
a good cause. Yet, I will be a peaceable citizen ! My head, 
my hand, and my heart, shall be free to retrieve the loss of 
liberty, and remove the defects of that system, in a consti- 
tutional way. I wish not to go to violence, but will wait 
with hopes that the spirit which predominated in the revolu- 
tion is not yet gone ; nor the cause of those who are attached 
tD the revolution yet lost — ^I shall therefore patiently wait, 
in expectation of seeing that g:ovemment changed, so as to 
be compatible with tlie safety, liberty, and happiness of the 
people." 

statements of those who were witnesses of the scene; and by comparing 
it with the corresponding passage in the printed debates, the reader 
may decide how far these are to be relied on as specimens of Mr 
Henry's eloquence. 
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The objectionB, however, which had been urged, and the 
arguments by which they had been 8upp(»rted, although they 
had nojt succeeded in preventing the ratification of die con- 
stitution, had produced a very serious effect on the house. 
Before their final dissolution they agreed to a bill of rights, 
and a series of amendments (twenty in number) embracing 
and providing for the objections of Mr. Heilry and his asso- 
ciates. A copy of these amendments, engrossed on parch- 
ment, and signed by the president of the convention, was 
ordered to be transmitted to congress, together with the in- 
strument of ratification. Similar copies were ordered to be 
transmitted to the executives and legislatures of the several 
states ; and fifty copies of the ratification and proposed 
amendments were ordered to be struck for the use of each 
county in this commonwealth. 

Mr. Henry lost no ground with the people, at the time, for 
the part which he had taken on this occasion ; and when 
afterward the constitution began to develope its tendencies by 
practical operation, so many of his predictions were believed 
by a majority of the people of Virginia to be fulfilled, and so 
many more in a rapid progress of fulfilment, that his chaiac- 
ter for political penetration rose higher than ever. That he 
had lost no ground at the time, two signal proofs were given 
in the session of assembly immediately following that of 
the convention. The latter body rose on the 27th of June, 
and the assembly met on the 20th of October following. 
This interval had been too short to permit the subsidence of 
that high excitement, which the canvass of the constitution 
had provoked ; and the assembly was consequently discri- 
minated by feelings of party as sti'ong and determined, as 
those which had characterized the convention itself 

The constitution having been adopted by a sufficient num- 
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ber of states to carry it into effect, it became necessary at 
this session to provide for its organization, and, among other 
measures, to choose two senators^to' represent this state, in 
the congress of the United States. For this office, Mr. Ma- 
dison was presented by those who were at that time distin- 
guished by the appellation of federalists ; by which nothing 
more was then meant, than that they were advocates for 
the adoption of the new federal constitution. The anti-fede- 
ralists, on the contrary, who were alarmed by the vast pow- 
ers which they considered as granted by the constitution^ re- 
garded it as a salutary check on the constructive extension 
of those powers^ and as the best means of securing those 
amendments which they deemed essential to the liberties of 
the people, that the first congress should be composed of 
men of their own sentiments. In opposition to Mr. Madison, 
therefore, Mr. Henry took the unusual liberty of nominating 
two candidates, Mr. Richard H. Lee and Mr. Grayson ; and, 
notwithstanding the great accession of character which Mr. 
Madison had acquired by the ability with which he had 
espoused the ratification of the constitution, tliose gentlemen 
were elected by a considerable majority. 

At the same session of the assembly, Mr. Henry, whose 
mind seems to have been filled with the most oppressive soli- 
citude by-the unconditional adoption of the constitution, and 
who brooded with correspondent anxiety over the most effec- 
tive means of procuring amendments, moved, in thfe com- 
mittee of the whole house, the following preamble and re- 
solutions : 

" Whereas the convention of delegates of the people of 
this commonwealth did ratify a constitution or form of go- 
vernment for the United States, referred to them for their 
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consideration, and did also declare that sundry amendments 
to exceptionable parts of the same ought to be adopted ; and 
whereas the subject matter of the amendments agreed to by 
the said convention involves all the great, essential, and un< 
alienable rights, liberties, and privileges, of freemen ; many 
of which, if not cancelled, are rendered insecure under the said 
constitution, until the same shall be altered and amended : 

^^ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that, 
for quieting the minds of the good citizens of this common- 
wealth — and securing their dearest rights and liberties — ^and 
preventing those disorders which must arise under a govern- 
ment not founded in the confidence of the people^ — applica- 
tion be made to the congress of the United States, as soon as 
they shall assemble under the said constitution, to call a 
convention, for proposing amendments to the same, accord- 
ing to the mode therein directed. 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that a committee ought to be appointed to draw up and re- 
port to the house, a proper instrument of writing, express- 
ing the sense of the general assembly, and pointing out the 
reasons which induce them to urge their application thus 
early, for the calling the aforesaid convention of the states. 

'^ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 

the said committee ought to be instructed to prepare the draft 

of a letter, in answer to one received from his excellency 

George CUnton, Esq., president of the convention of New^ 

York — and a circular letter, on the aforesaid subject, to the 

other states in the union, expressive of the wish of the gene- 

ral assembly of this commonwealth, that they may join in 

an application to the new congress, to appoint a convention 

of the states, so soon as the congress shall assemble under the 

new constitution." 

27» 
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These were carried in committee, and immediately re- 
ported to the house ; when a motion was made to amend 
them, by striking out' from the word '' whereas/' and substi- 
tuting, in lieu of the original, the following preamble and 
resolutions: 

^* Whereas the del^ates appointed to represent the good 
people of this commonwealth, in the late convention held in 
the month of June last, did, by their act of the 26th of the 
same month, assent to and ratify the constitution recom- 
mended on the 17th day of September, 1787, by the federal 
convention for the government of the United States, declaring 
themselves, with a solemn appeal to the Searcher of hearts 
for the purity of their intentions, under the conviction, ^ that 
whatsoever imperfections might exist in the constitution 
ought rather to be examined in the mode prescribed therein, 
than to bring the union into dangej* by a delay, with a hope 
of obtaining amendments previous to the ratification.' And 
whereas, in pursuance of the said declaration, the same con- 
vention did, by their subsequent act of the 27th June afore- 
said, agree to such amendments to the said constitution of 
the government for fhe United States, as were by them 
deemed necessary to be recommended to the consideration of 
the congress which shall first assemble under the said consti- 
tution, to be acted upon according to the mode prescribed in 
the fifth article thereof ; at the same time enjoining it upon 
their representatives in congress, to exert all their influence, 
and use all reasonable and legal methods, to obtain a ratifica- 
tion of the foregoing alterations and provisions, in the man- 
ner provided by the fifth article of the said constitution, and 
in all congressional laws to be passed in the meantime, to 
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conform to the spirit of those amendments as &r as the said 
constitution would admit 

'^ Resolved, therefore, that it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that an application ought to be made, in the name and 
on the behalf of the legislature of this commonwealth, to the 
congress of the United States,^ soon as they shall assemble 
under the said constitution, to pass an act recommending to 
the legislatures of the several states, the ratification of a bill 
of rights, and of certain articles of amendment, proposed by 
the convention of this^ state, for the adoption of the United 
States ; and that, until the said act shall be ratified in pur- 
suance of the fifth article of the said constitution of the go- 
vernment for the United States, congress do conform their 
ordinances to the true spirit of the said bill of rights and arti- 
cles of amendment. 

" Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the executive ought to be instructed to transmit a copy of the 
foregcmig resolution to the congress of the United States, so 
soon as they shall assemble, and to the legislatures and 
executive authorities of each state in the union." 

On this proposal of amendment a very animated debate 
ensued, which resulted in its rejection, and the adoption of 
the original report, by a majority of more than two for one. 

These two measures — the election of the senators named 
by Mr. Henry, in opposition to so formidable a competitor as 
Mr. Madison — and the carr3ring so strong a measure as the 
call of a new continental convention, for the purpose of re- 
vising and altering the constitution — certainly furnish the 
most decisive proof, that his influence remained unimpair- 
ed by the part which he had taken in the ccmvention of the 
state. 
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It was in the course of the debate which has been just 
mentioned, that Mr. Henry was driven from his usual deco- 
rum into a retaliation, that became a theme of great public 
merriment at the time, and has continued ever since one of 
the most popular anecdotes that relate to him. He had insist- 
ed, it seems, with great force, that the speedy adoption of 
the amendments was the only measure that could secure the 
great and unalienable rights of the freemen of this country — 
that the people were known to be exceedingly anxious for 
this measure — that it was the only step which could recon 
cile them to the new constitution — and assure that public 
Contentment, security, and confidence, which were the sole 
objects of government, and without which no government 
could stand — ^that whatever might be the individual senti- 
ments, of gentlemen, yet the wishes of the people, the foun- 
tain of all authority, being known, they were bound to con- 
form to those wishes — that, Tor his own part, he considered 
his opinion as nothing, when opposed to those of his consti- 
tuents ; and that he was ready and willing at all times and 
on all occasions^ '' to bow, with the utmost deference, to the 
majesty of the people J^ — A young gentleman, on the fede- 
ral side of the house, who had been a member of the late 
convention, and had in that body received, on one occasion, 
a slight touch of Mr. Henry's lash, resolved now, in an ill- 
fated moment, to make a set charge upon the veteran, and 
brave him to the combat. He possessed fancy, a graceful 
address, and an easy, sprightly elocution; and had been 
sent by his frither, (an opulent man, and an officer of high 
rank and trust under the regal government) to finish his 
education in the colleges of England, and acquire the polish 
of the court of St. James ; where he had passed the whole 
period of the American, revolution. Returning with ad- 



PATRICK HENRY. 321 

vantages which were rare in this country, and with the con- 
Mehce natural to his years, presuming a little too far upon 
those. advantages, he seized upon the words, ^'bow to the 
majesty of the people," which Mr. Henry had used, and rung 
the changes upon them with considerable felicity. He de- 
nied the solicitude of the people for the amendments, so 
strenuously urged on the other side ; he insisted that the 
people thought their ^^ great and unalienable rights" suffi- 
ciently secured by the constitution which they had adopted : 
that the preamble of the constitution il^self, which was now 
to be considered as the language of the pebple, declared its 
objects to be, among others, the security of those very rights ; 
the people then declare the constitution the guaranty of their 
rights, while the gentleman, in exposition to this public de- 
claration of their sentiments, insists upon his amendments 
as furnishing that guaranty ; yet the gentleman tells us, 
that " he bows to the majesty of the people :" these words 
he accompanied with a most graceful bow. "The gentle- 
man," he proceeded, ^* had set himself in opposition to the 
will of the^people, throughout the whole course of this tians- 
action : the people approved of the constitution : the suf- 
frage of their constituents in the last convention had proved 
it — ^the people wished, most anxiously wished, the adoption 
of the constitution, as the only means of saving the credit 
and the honour of the country, and producing the stability of 
the union : the gentleman, on the contrary, had placed him- 
self at the head of those who opposed its adoption — yety the 
gentleman is ever ready and willing^ dt all times and 
on all occasicnSj to bow to the majesty of the people,^ 
(with another profound and graceful bow.) Thus he pro- 
ceeded, through, a number of animated sentences, winding 

up each one with the same words, sarcastically repeated; 
2S 
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and the accompaniment of the same gracefiil obdsance 
Among other things, he said, " it was of little importance, 
whether a country was ruled by a despot, with a tiara on 
his head, or by a demagogue in a red cloak, a caul-bare 
wig, <fcc." (describing Mr. Henry's dress so minutely, as to 
draw every eye upon him) << although he should profess on 
all occdsiofis to bow to the majesty of the people!^ 

A gentleman who was present, and who, struck with the 
singularity of the attack, had the curiosity to number the 
vibrations on those words, and the accompanying action, 
states that he counted thirteen of the most gracefid bows 
he had ever beheld. The friends of Mr. Henry considered 
such an attack on a man of his years and high character 
as very little short of^sacrilege; on the other side of the 
house, there was, indeed, a smothered sort of dubious laugh, 
in which there seemed to be at least as much apprehension 
as enjoyment Mr. Henry had heard the whole of it, with- 
out any apparent mark of attention. The young gentleman 
having finished his philippic, very much at least to his own 
satisfaction, took his seat, with the gayest expression of tri- 
umph in his countenance — " Heu! Nescia mens hominum 
fati, sortisque fiUurcB /" Mr. Henry raised himself up, hea- 
vily and with affected awkwardness — "Mr. Speaker," said 
he, "I am a plain man, and have been educated altogether 
in Virginia. My whole life has been spent among planters 
and other plain men of similar education, who have never 
had the advantage of that polbh which a court alone can 
give, and which the gentleman over the way has so happily 
acquired; indeed, sir, the gentleman's employments and 
mine (in common with the great mass of his countrymen) 
have been as widely different as our fortunes ; for while that 

gentleman was availing himself of the opportunity which a 
20 
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splendid fortune aflbrded him, of acquiring a foreign educa- 
tion, mixing among the great, attending levees and courts, 
basking in the beams of royal favour at St. James^j and 
exchanging courtesies with crowned heads, I was engaged 
in the arduous toils of the revolution ; and was probably as 
far from thinking of acquiring those polite accomplishments 
which the gentleman has so successfully cultivated, as that 
gentleman then was from sharing in the toils and dangers 
in which his unpolished countrymen were engaged. I will 
not, therefore, presume to vie with the gentleman in those 
courtly accomplishments, of which he has just given the 
house so agreeable a specimen ; yet such a bow as I can 
make, shall be ever at the service of the people" — herewith, 
although there was no man who could make a more grace- 
ful bow than Mr. Henry, he made one so ludicrously awk- 
ward and clownish, as took the house by surprise, and put 
them into a roar of laughter — ^' the gentleman, I hope, will 
commiserate the disadvantages of education under which I 
have laboured, and will be pleased to remember, that I have 
never been a favourite with that monarch, whose gracious 
smile he has had the happiness to enjoy." He pursued' this 
contrast of situations and engagements, for fifteen or twenty 
minutes, without a smile, and without the smallest token of 
resentment, either in countenance, expression, or manner. 
"You woul<i almost have sworn," says a correspondent, "that 
he thought himself making his apology for his own awk* 
wardness, before a frill drawing-room at St. James'. I be- 
lieve there was not a person that heard him, the sufferer 
himself excepted, who did not fed every risible nerve af 
fected. His adversary mean time hung down his head, and 
dnking lower and lower, until he was almost concealed be- 
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hind the interpoong forms, submitted to the discipline as 
quietly as a Russian malefiic^Unr, who had been beaten with 
the knouty till all sense of feeling was lost" 

The documents reported and adopted by the house of de- 
legates, in consequence of the foregoing resolutions, are the 
following — ^which are given because they are said to be from 
the pen of Mr. Henry. 

• <' Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an application ought to be made, in the name and on behalf 
of the legislature of this commonwealth, to the congress of 
the United States, in the following words, to wit : 

" The good people of this commonwealth, 
'' In convention assembled, having ratified the constitution 
submitted to their consideration, this legislature has, in con- 
formity to that act, and the resolutions of the United States 
in congress assembled, to them transmitted, thought proper 
to make the arrangements that were necessary for carrying 
it into effect. Having thus shown themselves obedient to the 
voice of their constituents, all America will find that so far 
as it depends on them, that plan of government will be car- 
ried into immediate operation. But the sense of the people 
of Virginia would be but in part complied with, and but 
little regarded, if we went no further. In the very moment 
of adoption, and coeval with the ratification of the new plan 
of government, the general voice of the convention of this 
state pointed to objects no less interesting to the people we* 
represent, and equally entitled to your attention. At the 
same time that, fix)m motives of affection for our sister states, 
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the eonv^^n j^eldefd tbdur assent to the rftUflcatimi, they 
gave the most unequivocal proofs that they dreaded ks <^Mh 
ration under the present form. 

^^ In aecedii^ to a government under this impressiofi, pain- 
ful must have been the prospect, had they not derived con- 
solation from a fuQ expectation of its hnperfecticms being 
speedily amended. In this resource, therefore, they placed 
their confidence^--a confidence that will continue to support 
them, while they have reaion to beheve they have not cal- 
culated upon it in vain. ^^ 

" In meJcing known to you the objections of the peop&of 
this commonwealth to the new plan of government, we deem 
it unnecessary to en(^ into a particular deCaO of its defects, 
which they consider as involving all the great and unalien- 
able rights of freemen : For their sense on this subject, we 
refer you to the proceedings of their late conventit>n,-and the 
sense of tfak general assembly, as expressed in their resoKh 
lions of the — '— — day of . 

" We think {nroper, however, to declare that, in our opi- 
nion, as those objecticHis were not founded on speculative 
theory, but deduced from principles which have been esta- 
blished by the melancholy example of other naticHis, in dif- 
ferent ages — so they never will be removed, until the cause 
itself shall cease to exist. The sooner, therefore, the public 
apprdbensions are quieted, and the government is ppssessed 
of the confideaice of the people, the more salutary will be its 
operations, and the longer its duration. 

" The cause of amendments we consider as a common 
causey and since concessions have been made from political 
motives, which t^'^ concdve may endanger the republic, we 
trust that a commendable 2eal will be shown for obtaining 
those provisions, whieb experience has taught us are neces- 
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sary tOMciue tnm dang^ the unalienable rights of human 
nature. 

" The anxiety with which our countrymen press for the 
accomplishment of this important end, will ill admit of 
delay. The slow forms of congressional discusdon and re- 
commendation, if indeed they should ever agree to eny 
change, would we fear be less certain of success. Happily 
for their wishes, the constitution hath presented an alterna- 
tive, by submitting the decision to a convention of the states, 
'^^is, therefore, we resort, as the source from whence they 
anRo derive relief from their present apprehensions. We 
do, therefore, in behalf of our constituents, in the most ear- 
nest and solemn manner, make this application to congress, 
that a ccmvention be immediately called, of deputies from 
the several stf^, with full power to take into their conside- 
ration the defects of this constitution that have been sug- 
gested by the state conventions, and report such amendments 
thereto as they shall find best suited to promote our common 
interests, and secure to ourselves, and our latest posterity, the 
great and unalienable rights of mankind." 

Draft of a letter to governor Clinton on the same subject : 

« Sir, 

" The letter from the convention of the state of New^ 
York hath been laid before us since our present session. 
The subject which it. contemplated was taken up, and we 
have the pleasure to inform you of the entire concurrence in 
sentiment, between that honourable body and the represen- 
tatives in senate and assembly of the freemen of this com- 
monwealth. The propriety of immediately calling a con- 
vention of the states, to take into consideration the defects 
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\ of the constitution, was admitted: and in consequence 

\^ thereof, an application agreed to, to be presented to the con- 

gie^ so soon as it shall be convened for the aceomplij^- 
ment of that important end. We herewith tiansmit to your 
excellency a copy of this application, which we reqcsst may 
'' be laid before your assembly at their next meetings We 

take occasion to express our most earnest wishes that it may 
obtain the approbation of New- York, and of all other sister 
states." 

Draft of a letter to the several states on the same subject : 

^^ The freemen of this commonwealth, in convention as- 
sembled, having, at the same time that they ratified the fede- 
ral constitution, expressed a desire that many parts, which 
they considered as exceptionable parts, should be amended— 
the general assembly, as well from a sense of duty as a con- 
viction of its defects, have thought proper to take the earliest 
measures in their power, for the accomplishment of this im- 
portant object. They have accordingly agreed upon an ap- 
plication to be presented to the congress, so soon as it shall 
be assembled, requesting that honourable body to call a con- 
vention of deputies from the several states, to take the same 
into their consideration, and report such amendments as they 
shall find best calculated to answer the purpose. As we con> 
ceive that all the good people of the United Statesr are equally 
interested in obtaining those amendments that have been pro- 
posed, we trust that there will be an harmony in their senti- 
ments and measures, upon this very interesting subject. We 
herevdth transmit to you a copy of this application, and take 
fthe liberty to subjoin our earnest wishes that it may have 
your concurrence." 
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la the two remataing years during which Mr. Henry con- 
tintied a member of the assemUy, I fiad nothing worthy of 
particular reoMirk. In the spring ct 1791, he declined a re- 
electioa, wkh the purpose of bidding a final adieu to puUic 
life : and ahhou^ the tender of the most honourable ap- 
pointments, the solicitatbns of his numerous friends and 
admirers, and ukimat^y his own wishes conspired to draw 
him fW>m his retreat, he never again made his appearance in 
a public character. 
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SECTION IX. 

Mr. Henry still contiaued, however, rather through ne- 
cessity than chdce, the practice of the law : and in the 
fall of this year, 1791, a cause came on, to be argued be&ffe 
the circuit court of the United States, in which he made 
what has been considered his most distinguished display of 
professional talents. This was the celebrated case of the 
British debts ; a case in which, from its ^risat and exteittdve 
interest, the whole power of the bar of Yirginia .was em- 
barked, and which was discussed with so nmoh leai^ning, 
argument, and eloquence, as to have placed that bar,' in the 
estimation of the federal judges, (if the r^Kirts of the day 
may be accrediled,) above all others in the United^Staties. : 

The canse was argued first in 1791, befi»e judges John.'* 
son and Blair, of the supceme court, and Gctfhi, ji^e of 
the district ; and afterwards in 1793, befeie judges Jay and 
Iredell, and the same district judge. Mn Henry was one of 
the counad ibr the defendant, and aigued the cause on both 
occasions. The deep interest of the question* in a national 
point of view, and the manner in wfaioh it involved more 
particularly the hoiioitr of the state of Virginia, and the for- 
tunes of her dtiaens, had dcdted Mr. Henry to a degree of 
prquiration wfaicb he had never bKbreaade ; iind he came 
forth on thid occasion, a portet mastes id every principle of 
law, natioinai and imunkipal, which touched the subject irf 

inyestagation in the moat distant point. . 
2T 
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Of the first argument a manuscript report is still extant, 
taken in short-hand by Mr. Robertson, the same gentleman 
who reported the debates of the convention of Virginia in 
1788. The second argument was not reported ; because, 
as Mr. Robertson stateS| he was informed by the counsel, 
that it would be nothing more than a repetition of the first ; 
and he adds, that he was afterward told it was much inferior. 
What must we conclude, then, as to the powers d]8{^yed by 
Mr. Henry in the first argument, when, in the course of the 
second and inferior one, he extorted from judge Iredell, as 
be sat on the bench, the exclamation — " Gradous God ! — 
he f« an orat&r indeed /'' 

The report of the first argument, as deciphered by Mr 
Robertson, from his stenographic notes, has been oUigingly 
subuHtted to the author of these dcetches, and he has ex- 
tracted from it an imperfect analysis of Mr. Henry's speech. 
The report may unquestionably be relied on, so fer as it 
profeaaes U> state the princifdes of law, and the substance 
of the arguments, urged by the very eminent counsel enga- 
ged in the cause; and in this point of view, it is to be la- 
mented that so valuable a work should still exist only in the 
form of a nmnuflcript. But, as a sample of Mr. Henry's 
peculiar and inimitable eloquence, it is subject to all the ob- 
jections wUdi have been already urged to the printed de- 
bates of the Virginia convention. This manuscript report 
bears upon its face the most conclusive proof of its inaccuracy 
in those passages, in which it attempts to exhibit either the 
captivating flights of Mr. Henry's fancy, or those unexpected 
and overwheiming assaiidia wbich h^ made upon the hearts 
o[ his judges ] fotinkcdl such paasages, (it is believedy with- 
out an exception,) the pen hm been drawn through the 
sentence, as originally Teritten, in soch a |];Kanner, hqpHifevert 
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A' as to leav^ the words sUll legftk ; while tho same thought, 

on something likeit, has been intedkidd in other words; aind 
even the int^imeations themsdra are oftener than otherwise 
erased, altered, and fiirther intertined, for the purpose of 
seeking to amend the expression : so that, in casting one's 
eyes over the manuscript report of Mr. Henry's speech, in 
order to smgte out the most brSliant passages, those which 
are the most blotted and blurred by erasures and interlinea- 
tions may be seiected at once, without the hazard of mistake. 
Hence it is obvious, that the reporter had not, in his steno- 
graphic notes, the veri/ expression of the speaker; but 
some hint merely of the thought, which he was afterward 
unable to fill up to his own satis&ction. If fiuther evidence 
on this sulijeet wa:e required, it is found in this circumstance; 
that, on reading Mr. Robertson's imitations of the splendid 
parts of Mr. Henrjr's speech to several of those who heard 
it delivered, there has not been one who has not turned off 
from the recital with the strongest expressions of disappoint- 
ment, and in several instances corrected by memory the 
language of thb reporter. 

This eiqdanation is equally due to the memory of Mr. 
Henry, to the reader, and the author; for the author is fiilly 
aware that if the truth of the general character which he 
has attempted to give of Mr. Henry's eioqueiice shall be 
tested by those imperfect qpedmens to which, for want of 
more accurate ones, he has been cotnpeUed to resort, disoredit 
will be thrown upon the whole work, and it will be regarded 
rather as romance than history. But the mgienuous and 
camUd reader wffl hxk bqrond those poor and wretched imi- 
tations, and my own equally poor and wiotcbed desciiptioiis, 
to that proof of Mr. Hsory^ elaquenoe which is fiiittished 
by its practical effects. Can there be any doubt of the su- 
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preme eloquence of that man who awakened and hushed 
at his pleasure, ''the stormy wave of the multitude ?" who, 
hy his powers of speech, roused the whole American people 
6om north to south? put the revolution into motion, and 
bore it upon his shoulders, as Atlas is said to do the heavens? 
to whose charms of persuasion, not the rabble marely, but all 
ranks of society have borne the most unanimous evidence? 
who moved not merely the populace, the rocks and stones of 
the field, but '' by the summit took the mountain oak, and 
made him stoop to the plain ?" Instead, then, of comparing 
our descriptions of Mr. Henry^s eloquence with the specimens 
which his reporters have made of it, let the reader compare 
that description with the effects which it actually wrought, 
and the universal testimony which is borne to it, by the rap> 
turous admiration of every one who ever had the happiness 
hear him ; and the author, so &r from being afraid of the 
charge of exaggeration, will be apprehensive only of that of 
presumption, in attempting a description of powers so per- 
fectly undescribable. 

But to return to his argument in the case of the British 
debts. In order to render intdligible the analysis which we 
propose to give to the reader, it will be necessary to prefix 
to it a statement of the case, of the pleadings, and the points 
made in argument, by the opening counsel 

William Jones, a British subjec{,^as surviving .partner of 
the mercantile house of Farrell and Jones, brought an action 
of debt, in the federal circuit court at Richmond, against 
doctor Thomas Walker, of the county of Albemarle, in Vir- 
ginia, on a bond which bore ' date before the rev(dutionary 
war ; to wit, on the 11th of May, 1772. To this action the 
defendant pleaded five setreral pleas : 
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1. The first was, the ple& of payment generally, oa which 
the plaintifT took issue; but it was not tried, the cause having 
gone off on the demurrers growing out of the subsequent 
pleadings. 

2. In his second plea, the defendaat rdies on the act of 
sequestration passed by the legislature of Yirginia during 
the revolutionary war. to wit, on the 20th of October, 1777; 
by which it was enacted, that '^ it should be lawful for any 
citiz^i <yi this commonwealth, owing moxiey to a subject of 
Great Britain, to pay the same, or any pan thereof, from time 
to time, as he should think fit, into the loan ofiice of the 
state; taking thereout a certificate for the same in the name 
of the creditor, with an endorsement under the hand of the 
commissioner of the loan o£lce, espressiiig the name of the 
payee, ddiverlng such certificate to the governor and council, 
whose receipt should discharge Mm from so nmch of the 
debt :" — and the' defendant ediibits ^the governor's receipt 
for 21512. 18^. which he offeiB in bar, to so much of the 
plaintifTs demamd. 



3. In his third plea, he sets out the act of fi»rfeiture, passed 
by the assembly on the 3d of May, 1779, whereby it was, 
among other things, enacted, ^'that all die property, real and 
personal, within the commonwealih, bdkx^ging at that time 
to any British subject, should be deemed to be vested in the 
commonwealth f as also the act of the 6th of May, 1782, 
whereby it was enacted, <^ that no demand whatsoever, ori- 
ginally due to a andiject of €hrcat Britain, should be recover- 
able in any court of this cotiunonweAith, although the same 
might be transferred to a citizen of this state, or to any other 
person cafiable of maintaining stich action, unless the assign- 
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ment had been or might be made for a valnable considera- 
tion bona fide paid before the first of May, 1777 :" and the 
plea insiste, that the debt in the declaration mentioned, was 
personal property of a British subject, forfeited to the com> 
monwealth under the first-mentioned act, and a demand, 
whose recovery in the courts of the commonwealth was 
barred by the last. 

4. The fourth plea takes the ground, that the king of 
Britain and his subjects were still alien enemies, an^ that 
the state of war still continued on the ground of the several 
direct violations of the definitive treaty of peace, which fol- 
low : — 1. In continuing to carry off the negroes in his pos- 
session, the property of American citizens, and refusing to 
deliver them, or permit the owners to take them, according 
to the express stipulations of that treaty : — 2. In the forcible 
retention of the forts Niagara and Detroit, and the adjacent 
territory : — 3. In supplying the Indians who were at war 
with the United States, with arms and ammunition, fur- 
nished within the territories of the United States, to wit, at 
the forts Detroit and Niagara, and at other forts and stations 
forcibly held by the troops and armies of the king, within 
the United States; and in purdiasing fi:om the Indians, 
within the territories aforesaid, the plunder taken by them in 
war, from the United States, and the persons of American 
citizens made prisoners ; which several infractions, the plea 
contends, had abohshed the treaty of peace, and placed Great 
Britain and the United States in a state of war ; and that 
hence, the plaintifi*, h&ng an alien enemy, had no right to 
sue in the courts of the United States. 

5. The fifth plea aets fi)rth that at the time of contracting 
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the debt in the declaration mentioned, the plaintiff and the 
defendant were fellowHsubjects of the same king and govern- 
m^it ; that on the fourth of July 1776, the government of 
the British monarch in this country was dissolved, and the 
co-allegiance of the parties severed ; whereby the plea con- 
tends, that the debt in the dectaration mentioned was an- 
nuQed. 

To the second plea the plaintiff repUed, insisting on the 
treaty of peace of 1783, whereby it was stipulated that cre- 
ditors on either side should meet with no lawful impediment 
to the recovery of the full vahie, in sterling money, of all 
bona fide debts, theretoforecontracted; and also on the consti- 
tution of the United States of 1787, by which it had been 
expressly declared, that treaties which were then made, or 
which should thereafter be made, under the authority of 
the United States, should be the supreme tmo of the land, 
any thing in the constitution, or the laws of any state to 
the contrary tiotwithstanding. 

The defendant rejoined, that the treaty had been annulled 
by the infractions of it on the part of Great Britain, and so 
could not aid the cause of the plaintiff; and farther, that the 
debt in the declaration mentioned was not bona fide due, 
and owing to the plaintiff at the date of the treaty, in so 
much as the same (or at least 2151Z. 18^. of it) had been 
discharged by the payment set forth in the second plea ; and 
hence that it was not a subsisting debt, within the terms 
and provisions of the treaty. 

To this rejoinder, as also to the third, fourth, and fifth 
pleas of the defendant, the plaintiff demurred ; and the cause 
came on to be argued, on these demurrers, at Richmond, on 
the 24th of November 1791. 

The Virginian reader will readily estimate the splendour 
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and power of ihe discusskm in thiacaae, when he learns the 
names of the GouDsel engaged in it; on the parted the jdain- 
tiff then were Mr. Ronald, Mr. Baker, Mr. Wickham,, and 
Mr. Starke ; and on that of the defendant, Mr. Henry, Mr. 
Marshall, (the present chief justice of the Unked States) Mr. 
Alexander Campbell, and Mr. Innis, the attorn^^eneral of 
Virginia : I mention their names in the order in which they 
spoke on their respective sides. 

The cause was opened with great feimess and abihty, by 
Mr. Ronald and Mr. Baker, in succession ; they were an- 
swered by ail the counsel of the defendant ; and Mr. Wick- 
ham, Mr. Starke, and Mr. Baker were heard in the reply. 

The opening counsel made the following points : 
First, That debts were not a subject of coofiscation in 
war. 

Secondly, That if they were, Virginia at the time of pass- 
ing the acts relied on by the defendant, was not a sovereign 
and independent state. Great Britain not having at that time 
assented to her independence ; and hence, that she had not 
the power of legislating away the debts of fellownsubjects, 
not represented in her legislative councils — which councils 
were themsdves a usurpation, in the eye of the law. 

Thirdly, That if debts were subject to confiscation, and 
Virginia were competent to pass laws to that effect, she had 
not done so; and Mr. Baker, paiticularly, entered into a 
minute and ingenious scrutiny .of the language of the several 
acts of assembly, to prove that, so &r from having been for- 
feited, the debts were recognized as existing British debts 
down to the year 1782. 
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Fourthly, That if all these points were against the plain- 
tiff, the right of recovering those debts was restored by the 
treaty of 1783, and the constitution of the United States, 
which recognized that treaty as the supreme law of the land ; 
and, ^ 



Fifthly, That the alleged infractions of the treaty on the 
part of Great Britain did not produce the effect of abolishing 
the treaty ; that this was a national concern, with which the 
individual plaintiff and defendant had nothing to do ; that 
the question of infraction was one to be decided by the su- 
preme power of the natbn only, and one of which the coiprt 
could not with any propriety take cognizance. 

Mr. Baker ckised his opening speech on Thursday evening 
the 24th of November, and it was publicly understood that 
Mr. Henry was to commence his reply cfti the next day. 
The legislature was then in session; but when 11 o'clock, 
the hour for the meeting of the court^ arrived, the speaker 
found himself without a house to do business. All his au- 
thority and that of his sergeant at arms were unavailing to 
keep the members in their seats ; every consideration of pub- 
lic duty yielded to the anxiety which they felt, in common 
with the rest of their fellow-citizens, to hear this great man 
on this truly great and extensively iya^resting question. Ac- 
cordingly, when the court was ready to proceed to business, 
the court room of tlie capitol, large as it is, was insuffircient to 
contain the vast concourse that was pressing to enter it. 
The portico, and the area, in which the statue of Washing- 
ton standi, were Med with a disappointed crowd, who never- 
theless maintained their stand without. Ih the court room 
itself, the judges, through condescension to the public anxiety, 
relaxed the rigour of respect which Ij ey were in the habit 
2U 
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of exacting^ and permiUed the vacant seats of the beach, 
and even the windows behind it, to be occupied by the im- 
patient multitude. The ndse and tumult occasioned by 
seeking a mcnre favourable station was at length hushed, and 
the profound silence which reigned within the room gave 
notice to those without, that the orator had risen, or was on 
the point of rising. Every eye in front of the bar was rivet- 
ted upon him with the most eager attention ; and so still and 
deep was the silence, that evury one might hear the throbbing 
of bis own heart. Mr. Henry, however, appeared wholly 
imconsckms that all this preparation was on his account, and 
rose with as much simplicity and composure as if the occa- 
sion had been one of ordinary occurrence. Nothing can be 
more plain, modest, and unaffected, than his exoidium : — 
<^ I stand here, may it please your honours, to support, ac- 
cording to my power, that side of the question which re- 
spects the American debtor. I beg leave to beseech the 
patience of this honourable court ; because the subject is very 
great and important, and because I have not only the great- 
ness of the subject to consider, but those numerous observa- 
tions which have come from the opposing counsel to smswer. 
Thus, therefore, the matter proper for my discussion is una- 
voidably accumulated. Sir, there is a circumstance in this 
case, that is more to be deplored than that which I have just 
mentioned ; and that is this : — Those animosities which the 
injustice of the British nation hath produced, and which I 
had well hoped would never again be the subject of discus 
sion, are necessarily brought forth. The conduct of that 
nati^m, which bore so hard upon us in the late contest, be- 
copnes once mote the sul]ject of investigation. I know, Sir, 
how well it becomes a liberal man and a Christian to forget 
and to forgive. As individuals professing a holy religion, it 
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IS our bounden duty to forgive injuries done us as individuals. 
But when to the character of Christian you add the charac- 
ter of patriot, you are in a different situation. Our mild and 
holy system of religion inculcates an admirable maxim of 
forbearance. If your enemy smites one cheek, turn the 
other to him. But you must stop there. You cannot apply 
this to your country. As members of a social community, 
this maxim does not apply to you. When you consider in* 
juries done to your country, your political duty tells you of 
vengeance. Forgive as a private man, but never forgive 
public injuries. Observations of this nature are exceedingly 
unpleasant, but it is my duty to use them." 

With the same primeval simpUcity, he enters upon the ar- 
gument ; not making a formal division of the whole subject, 
but merely announcing the single proposition which he was 
about to maintain, to the time ; thus, immediately after the 
exordium which has been quoted, he proceeds thus : 

" The first point which I shall endeavour to establish will 
be, that debts, in common wars, become subject to forfeiture; 
and if forfeited in common wars, much more must they be 
so in a revolution war, €i8 the late contest was. In con- 
sidering this subject, it will be necessary to define what a 
debt is. I mean by it an engagement, or promise by one 
man to pay another, for a valuable consideration, an ade- 
quate price. By a contract thus made, for a valuable ccfn- 
sideration, there arises what, in the law phrase, is called a 
lien on the body and goods of the promissor or debtor. 
This interest which the creditor becomes entitled to, in the 
(roods and body of his debtor, is such as may be taken firom 
the ereditor^ if be be found the subject of a hostile countrr 
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This poeition is supported by the following authorities." He 
then cites and reads copious extracts from Grotius and Vat- 
tel, which seem to support his position decisively — ^and then 
proceeds thus : ^' This authority decides, in the most clear 
and satisfactory manner, that, as a nation, we had powers 
as extensive and unlimited as any nation on eaith. This 
great writer, after stating the equality and independence of 
nations, and who are, and who are not enemies, does away 
the distinction between corporeal and incorporeal rights, and 
declares that war gives the same right over the debts, as over 
the other goods of an enemy. He illustrates his doctrine by 
the instance of Alexander's remitting to the Thessalians, 
a debt due by them to the Theban commonwealth — This 
is a case in point— ^For supposing the subjects of Alexan- 
der had been indebted to the Thebans, might he not have 
remitted the debts due by them to that people, as well as the 
debts due them by his allies, the Thessalians ? Let me not 
be told that he was entitled to the goods of the Thebans, be- 
cause he had conquered them. If he could remit a debt 
due by those whose claim of friend^p was so inferior, those 
who were only attached to him by the feeble ties of contin- 
gent and temporary aUiance — ^if his Macedonians, his imme- 
diate and natural subjects, were indebted to the Thebans, 
could he not have remitted their debts ? This author states 
in clear, unequivocal terms, by fair inference and unavoida- 
ble deduction, that when two nations are at war, either na- 
tion has a right, aoccnrding to the laws of nature and nations, 
to remit to its own citizens, debts which they may owe to 
the enemy. If this point wanted further elucidation — it is 
pointedly proved by the authority which I first quoted from 
Grotius, that it is an inseparable concomitant of sovereign 
power, that debts, and cdntracts similar to those which ex- 
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isted in America, al the time the war with Great Britain 
brcdce out, nuiy, in virtue of the eminent d<»nain, or i%bt, be 
cancelled and destroyed. " A king has a greater right in 
the goods of his subjects, for the ptiblic cuhantage, than 
the proprietors themselves. And when the exigency of 
the state requires a supply, every man is more obliged to 
contribute toward it, than to satisfy his creditors. • The 
sovereign m^y discharge a debtor from the obligcUion of 
paying, either for a certain tims or for ever J What lan- 
guage can be more expressive than this ? Can the mind ot 
man conceive any thing more comprehensive ? Rights are 
of two sorts, private and inferior, or eminent and superior. 
such as the community hold over the persons and estates of 
its members for the common benefit. The latter is para- 
mount to the former. A king or chief of a nation has a 
greater right than the owner himself over any property in 
the nation. The individual ,who owns private property can- 
not dispose of it, contrary to the will of his sovere^n, to in- 
jure the public. This author is known to be no advocate for 
tyranny, yet he mentions that a king has a superior power 
over the property in his nation, and that by virtue thereof, 
he may discharge his subjects for ever from debts which they 
owe to an enemy. 

"The instance which our author derives from the Roman 
history, affords a striking instance of the length to which 
the neoesiBities and exigencies of a nation will warrant it to 
go. It was a juncture critical to the Roman affairs. But 
their situation was not more critical or dangerous than ours^ 
at the time these debts were confiscated. It was after the 
total deliMt, and dreadful slaughter at Cannse, when the state 
was in the most imminent danger. Our situation in the 

late war was equally perilous. Every, con«deration must 

29* 
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givt way to the public safety. That admirable Roman 
maxim, salus papuli suprema lex, goveraed that people in 
every emergency. It is a maxim that ought to govern every 
community. It was not peculiar to the Roman pec^Ie. The 
impressbn came from the same source from which we derive 
our existence. Self-preservation, that great dictate implanted 
in us by nature, must regulate our conduct ; we must have 
a power to act according to our necessities, and it remains 
for human judgment to decide what are the proper occasions 
for the exercise of this power. Call to your recollection our 
situation during the late arduous contest. Was it not neces< 
sary in our day of trial, to go to the last iota of human 
right ? The Romans fought for their altars and household 
gods. By these terms they meant every thing dear and 
valuable to men. Was not our stake as important as theirs? 
But many other nations engage in the most bloody wars, for 
the most trivial and frivolous causes. If other nations who 
carried on wars for a mere point of honour, or a punctilio of 
gallantry, were warranted in the exercise of this power ; 
were not we, who fought for every thing most inestimable 
and valuable to mankind, justified in using it ? Our finances 
were in a more distressing situation than theirs at this awful 
period of our existence. Our war was in opposition to the 
most grievous oppression — we resisted, and our resistance 
was approved and blessed by heaven. The m^st illustrious 
men who have considered human affairs, when they have 
revolved human rights, and considered how far a nation is 
warranted to act in cases of emergency, declare that the only 
ingredient essential to the rectitude and validity of its 
measures is, that they be for the puUic good. I need hardly 
observe that the confiscation oif th6se debts was for the public 
good. Those who decided it were constitutionally enabled 
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to detenmne it. Grofcias shows that you have not only 
power over the goods of your enemies, but according'to Che 
exigency of affairs, you may seize the property of your citi- 
zens." After reading the apposite passage from Grotius, he 
^says — " I read these authorities to prove, that the prc^rtyof 
an enemy is liable to forfeiture, and that debts ture as much - 
the subject of hostile contest as tangible property. And ' 
Yattel, p. 484, as before mentioned, pointedly enumerates 
rights and debts among such property of the enemy as is 
liable to confiscation. To this last author I must frequently 
resort in the course of my argument. I put great c<»ifidence 
in him, from the weight of his authority, — for he is univer- 
sally respected by aH the wise and enlightened of mankind, 
being no less celebrated for his great judgment and know- 
ledge, than for his universal philanthropy. One of his first 
principles of the law of nations is, a perfect equality of rights 
among nations ; that each nation ought to be left in the 
peaceaUe enjoyment of that liberty it has derived from na- 
ture. I refer your honours to his preliminary discourse from 
6th to the 12th page ; and as it will greatly elucidate the sub- 
ject, and tend to prove the position I have attempted to support, 
I will read section 17, 18, 19 and 20 of this discourse." Having 
read these sections, he touches transiently, but powerfully, 
the objection to the want of national independence to pass 
t^e laws of forfeiture, till that independence was assented to 
by the king of Great Britain. " When the wai* commenced," 
said he, " these thihgs, csdled British debts, lost their quality 
of external obligation, and became matters of internal obliga- 
tion, because the creditors bad no right of constraint over the 
debtors. They were, before the war, matters of perfect ex- 
ternal oUigeAion, accompanied by a right of constraint; but 
the war having taken away this right of constraint over the 
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debu»8, they were changed into an internal oUigatioD, bind* 
ing 4he conscience only. For it will not surely be denied, 
that thexrediUNT lok the right of c<»i8traint over bis debtor. 
.^'From the authority of this respectable author, therefore— 
from the clearest principles of the laws of nature and nations, ^ 
these debts became subject to forfeiture or remission. Those 
authors state, in language as emphatic and nervous as the 
human mind can conceive, or the human tongue can utter, 
that independent nations have the power of confiscating the 
property of their enemies ; and so had this gallant nation. 
America, being a sovereign and complete natitui, in all it& 
forms and departments, possessed all^ the rights of the nK)si 
powerfiil and ancient nations. Respecting the power of le 
gislation, it was a nation complete, and without human con 
Irol. Respecting public justice, it was a nation blessed bjF 
heaven, with the* experience of past times ; not like thos« 
nations, whose crude systems of jurisprudence originated in 
the ages of barbarity and ignorance of human rights. Ame- 
rica was a sovereign nation, when her sons stepped forUi to 
resist the unjust hand of oppression, and declared themselves 
independent. The consent of Great Britain was not neces 
sary (as the gentlemen on the other side urge) to create us a 
nation. Yes, Sir, we were a nation, long before the mo- 
narch of that little island in the Atlantic ocean gave his puny 
assent to it. (These words he accompanied by a most sig- 
nificant gesture — rising on tiptoe — ^pointing as to a vast dis- 
tance and half closing his eye-lids, as if endeavouring, with 
extrane diffieulty, to draw a sight on some object almost too 
small for vision — and blowing out the words puny assent, 
with lips curled with unutterable contempt.) America was 
bng before that time a great and gallant nation. In the e»- 
timatiiMi of other nations we were so : the beneficent hand 
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of heaven enabled her to triumph, and secured to her the 
most sacred rights mortals can qnjoy. When these iUus- 
trious authors, these fiiends to iiiim$.n nature, these kind in- 
structors of human errors and fraifties,* contemplate the obli- 
*gations and corres^nding rights of nations, and define the 
internal right, which is without constraint and not binding 
do they not understand such rights as these, which the Bri- 
tish creditors now claim ? Here this man tells us what con- 
science says ought to b^^one, and what is compulsory. 
These British debts must come Vitfain the grasp of human 
pow^r, like all other human things. They ceaspd to have 
that external quality, arid fell into that mass of power, which 
belonged to our l^islature by the law of nations." ' 

He comes now to a very serious obstacle, which it required 
both address and vigour to remove. Yatt^, whom he had 
cited to supiport his positQn of the forfeitable character of 
debts, and who, so far as Mr. Henry had read him, does su(>- 
port him explicitly, annexes a qualification to the principle, 
which had been pressed with great power by the gentlemen 
who (^ned the cause. The curiosity of the reader will be 
gratified by seeing the manner in which he surmounted the 
objection. " But we are told, that, admitting this to be true 
in the fullest latitude, yet the customary law of Europe is 
against the exercise of this power of confiscation of debts ; 
in support of which position, they rely on what is added by 
Vattel, p. 484. liCt us examine what he says : — ' The 
sovereign has naturally the same right over what his subjects 
may be indebted to enemies : therefore he n)ay confiscate 

* In the second argument, he eulogized the writers on the laws of 
nations, " as benevolent spirits, who held vip the torch of scieoce to a 
benighted world." 
8X 
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debts of this natuie* il^th^ ustm of payment h^)pen ia^tiie 
time of war, or at laa^ ^:P^ tfrobibit hk sid^eOs ffix 
paying while-dl& ^ia^b But at present, in re^aj^ to 
the advantage ani^safmffof tommereelaU the sovertf^ns 
of Europe have tlepartejt from this rigour. And as this 
custom h4»s generally b^n received, he who should act 
cfmtrary to it, would injure the public faith; for.stran* 
gers trusted his subjects e^ilff, front fl firm persuasion, 
that the general custom ^dioi})^.^, observed.' ExceJJ^t 
man ! and excellent sefldH^t^ Tlie principle cannoibe 
denied to be good : .M when j^oi»^ajpply it to the c^ be- 
fore the court, doesjilt Vaift^nt ttieir cd^clusions ? The au- 
thor says, that although a natibn has a right to confispate 
debts due by its people to an enemy, yet, at. present thf cus- 
tom of Europe is contrary^ It is not enough for this au- 
thor to tell us that this citstom is^ntraryj^r th>^ r^ht. He 
admits the right. Let us, see wh^dtfiiet mig^tcustom has ex- 
istence here. Yattel, haioPig spoK^iH^^e necessary law of 
nations, which is immutable, and th^ obligations whereof 
are indispensable, proceeds to distingilsh the several o(^er 
kinds of natural law in the same preBminary discourse^ p. 
11 and 12, thus: ^ ^ 

'Certain maxims and customs consecrated by long use, 
and observed by nations, between each other, as a kind of 
law, form this custom^ury law of nations, or the custom of 
nations. This law is founded on a tacut; <x>nsent, or, if you 
will, on a tacit convention # the )%iHgn^that observe itf 
with respect to each other. Whence it appehrs, that it is 
only binding to those nations that have adopted it, and 
that is not universal, any more than conventional laws. It 
must he here also observed of this custom>ary law, that the 
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-t Ml xh% Oiif of nations, Imt ttax vlt^jiltlbt^to ocHifine ourselves 
U> ibe giving a general tkeo^^ jiptiiat is, to the rules 
which here ought to be oiServed, p well mth respect to its 
eiie^t^, as in relation to the ma^r itself: and in this last 

innocent customs, from those thft are unjust and illegal! 

'When a custom is gd|i^;^y established, either between 
all ,the pdite nations in tfa^^|^d^>>r only between those of 
a certain continent, as c^S^^^MJjpfe, for example; or those 
' who have a more frequent^co^espondence; if that custom is 
in its bwh nature indiilerent, and much more, if it be a 
wise and^ useful one, it ou^ht to be obligatory on all those 
nation^ who are cofisider^kis having given their consent 
to it, AxA.they are bo^d to observe it, with respect to 
ea^k qth^r, while they bay^ot expressly declared that they 
will not adhere to it» ptfilfAat custom contains any thing 
unjust or illegal, it b offlofor^ ; and every nation is under 
an obl%ation to 8ft)andon it, nothing being able to oblige of 
permit a nation to violate a natural law. 

' These three kinds of the law of nations, voluntary j con- 
ventionalj and customary^ together, compose the positive 
law of nations. For they all proceed from the vohtion of 
nations^ th^ voluntary lawy from their presumed consent: 
the con^ntional law^ from an express consent; and the 
cujstoifnSry law, from a tacit consent: and as th^e can be 
no other manni^t of deducing* any law from the will of 
nations, there ari^nhf these three kinds of the positive Imo 
of nations.^ 

^This excellent author, afler having stated the voluntary 
law of viiatioQfi to be the result of the equality of nations, and 
the coaventioaal law to be parttcviar compacts or treaties, 
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Uiukng onljf on the contracting parties^ dedarai, that the 
customary law of nations is only binding to tht^ nations 
that have adopted it; that it is a particular and not an 
universal law; that it applies oriy to diatina nations. The 
case of Alexander and the Thebans is founded on the gene- 
ral law of nations, applicable to nations at war. It is enough 
for me, then* to show that America, being at war, was entitled 
to the privilege of national law. But, says Yattel, the present 
state of European refinement, controls the general law (of 
which he had been before spaaking.) We know that the 
customary law of nations can only bind those who are par- 
ties to the custom. In the year 1776, when America an- 
nounced her will to be free, or in the year 1777, when the 
law concerning British debts passed, was there a customary 
law of America to this effect? Or were the customary laws 
of Europe binding on Am£rica 7 Were we a party to 
any such customary law 7 Was there any thing in our 
constitution or laws which tied up our hands? No, sir. To 
make this customary law obligatory, the assent of all tlie 
parties to be bound by it is necessary. There must be 
an interchange of it. It i& not for one naition or conununity 
to say to another, you are bound by this law, because our 
kingdom approves of it. It must not only be reciprocal m 
its cuivantages axkd principles, but it must have been reci- 
procal in its exercise, Virginia could not, therefore, be bound 
by it Let us see whether it could be a hard case on the 
British creditors, that this customary law of nations did not 
i^ply in their &vour. Were these debts contracted yrom a 
persifcmon of its observance? Did the creditors trust 
to this customary law of nations? No, sir. They trusted 
to ^hal they thought as firm, the statute and common law 
of England. — Tictorioos and suocessfiil as tbdc nation had 
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lately been, when they, iti their pride and inconsiderate self- 
co»fidetf6e^ stretched out the hand of oppression, their sub- 
jects pla(ied no reliance on the customs of pctrticular na- 
tions. They pulf confidence in those barriers of right, which 
were derived from their own nation. Their reliance was, 
that the tribunals established in this country, under the 
same royal authority as in England, would do them justice. 
If we were not willing, they possessed the power of compel- 
ling us to do them justice. The debts having, therefore, not 
been contracted from any reliance on the customary laio 
of 7tatio7is, were they contracted froni a regard Ho the 
rights of com/merce ?' Piom a view of promoting the 
commerce of those little things called colonies? This 
regard could not have been the ground they were contracted 
on, for their condtict evinced that they wished to take the 
right of commerce from us. What other ingi'edient re- 
mains to show the operation of this custom in their feivour 7 
The book speaks of strangers taisting subjects of a different 
nation, from a reliance on the observance of the customary 
law. The fact here was, that fellow-subjects trusted us, on 
the footing just stated ; trusting to the existing^ compulsory 
process of law, not relying on a passive inert custom. A 
fearfrd, plodding, sagacious trader, would iiot rely on so 
flimsy, so uncertain a dependence. Something similar to 
what he thought positive satisfaction, he relied on. Were 
we not subject to the same king ? The cases are then at 

1 V 

variance. He states the custom to exist for the advantage 
of commerce, and that a departure from it would injure the 
puUic feiith. Public faith is in this case out of the question. 
The public faith was not pledged — it could not therefore be 
injured. I have already read to your honours from the 11th 
page of the preliminary discourse of Vattel, ' that the cus- 
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tomary law of nations is only binding on those who have 
adopted itj and that it is not universal, any nUfte than 
conventional laws! It is evident we could not be bound 
by any convention or treaty to which we ourselves were not 
a party : and from this authority it is equally obvious, that 
we could not be bound by any customary law to which we 
were not parties. • 

^<I think, therefore, with great submission %q the court, that ' 
the right for which I contended, that is, that in common 
wars between independent nations, either of the contending 
parties has a right to confiscate or remit debts due by its 
people to the enemy, is not shaken by the customary law of 
nations, as far as it regards us, because the custom could not . 
fi^ffect us. But gentlemen say we werfc not completely inde- 
pendent till the year 1783 ! To take them on their own 
ground, their arguments will fail them. There is a custo- 
mary law which will operate pretty strongly on our side of 
the question. What were the inducen^ents of the debtor ? 
On what did the American debtor rely ? Sir, he relied for 
protection on that system of common and statute law on 
Vhich the creditors depended. Was he deceived in that re- 
liance ? That he was most miserably deceived, I believe will 
not admit of a doubt. The customary law of nations will 
only apply to distinct nations, mutually consenting thereto. 
When t)n:anny attempted to rivet her chains upon us, and 
we boldly broke them asunder, we were remitted to that 
amplitude of freedom which the beneficent hand of nature 
gave us. We were not bound by fetters which are of beiiefit 
to one party, while they are destructive to the other. Would 
it be ptoper that we should be bound, and they unrestrained?" 
As a still* farther answer to the objection, and as giving the 
only rule of restraint in operating on the property of a belli- 
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gerent, he cites the foUowuig principle from Yattel, and ap- 
[dies it to the actual state of America. ^' Yattel, hook the 3dj 
ch. 8, sect 137, says, 'that the lawful end gives a true right 
only to those means which are necessary for obtaining 
such end. Whatever exceeds this, is censured by the laws 
of nature as faulty, and will be condemned at the tribunal 
of conscience. Hence it is, that the' right to such or such 
acts of hostility varies according to th^ circumstances. What 
is just and perfectly innocent in a war, in one particular situ- 
ation, is not always so in another. Right goes hand in 
hand with necessity ^di.ni the exigency of the case; but never 
exceeds it.' This, Sir, is the first dictate of nature, and the 
practice of nations ; and if your misfortunes and distresses 
should be sad and dreadful, you are let loose from those 
common restraints which may be proper on comm6n occa- 
sions, in order to preserve the great rights of human nature. 
"This is laid down by that great writer in clear and unequi- 
vocal terms. If then. Sir, it be certain, from a recurrence to 
facts, that it was necessary for America to seize on British 
property, this book warrants the legislature of this state in 
passing those confiscating and prohibitory laws. I need only 
refer to your recollection, for our pressing situation during 
the late contest ; and happy am I, that this all-important 
questiou comes on, before the heads of those who were actors 
in the great scene are laid in the dust. An uninformed pos- 
terity would be unacquainted with the awful necessity which 
impelled us on. If the means were within reach — we were 
warranted by the laws of nature and nations to Use them. 
The fact was that we were attacked by one of the most formi- 
dable nations under heaven ; a nation that carried terror and 
dread with its thunder to both hemispheres.'' [This illustra- 
tion of the power of Great Britain was, if we jnay trust re- 



3$2 WIRT'S LIFE OF 

spectable traditioQ, much more expanded than we find it in 
the report ; and such was the force of his imagination, and 
the irresistiUe energy of his delivery and action, that the 
audience now felt themselves instinctively recoiUng from the 
tremendous power of that very nation, which but a short time 
before had been exhibited as a mere dot in the Atlantic, a 
point so microscopic as to be .scarcely visible to the naked 
eye : he proceeds to close the first member of his first point, 
thus :) '^ Our united property enabled us to look in the face 
that mighty people. Dared we to have gone in opposition 
to them, bound hand and foot ? Would we have dared to 
resist them, fettered ? for we should have been fettered, if 
we had been deprived of $o considerable a part of our little 
stock of national resources. In that most critical and dan- 
gerous emergency, our all was but a little thing. Had we a 
treasury — an exchequer? Had we commerce? Had we 
• any revenue ? Had we any thing from which a nation 
could diaw wealth ? No, Sir. Our credit became the scorn 
of om- foes. However, the effwts of certain patriotic charac- 
ters (there were not a few of them, thank heaven) gave us 
credit among our own people. But we had not a farthing 
to spaie. We were obUged to go on a most grievous antici- 
pation, the weight of which we feel at this day. Recur to 
our actual situation, and the means we had of defending 
ourselves. The actual situation of America is described here, 
where this author says, ^ thai right goes hand in hand 
vHth necessity.^ The necessity being great and dreadful, 
you* are warranted to lay hold of every atoni of money within 
your reach, especially if it be the money of your enemies. 
It is prudent and necessary to strengthen yourselves and 
weaken your enemies. Vattel, book 3d,, cb. 8, sect 138, 
says ^ the businevss of a just war being to supinness violence 
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and iajustice, it gives a right to compel, by force, bim who 
is deaf to the voice of justice. It gives a right of doing 
against the enemy, whatever is necessary for weakening 
him — for disabling him from making any farther resistance 
in support of his injustice — and the most effectual, the most 
proper methods may be chosen, provided they have nothing 
odious, be not unlawful in themselves, or exploded by the 
law of nature.' Here let me pause for a moment, and ask, 
whether it be 'odious in itself, or exploded by the law of na- 
ture, to seize those debts ? 

"No — ^because the money was taken from the very of- 
fenders. We fought for the great, unalienahle, hereditary 
rfghts of human nature. An unwarrantable attack was 
made upon us. An attack, not only not congenial with 
motherly ot parental tenderness, but incompatible with the 
principles of humanity or civilization. Our defence then 
was a necessary one. What says Vattel, book 3d, ch. 8, 
sect. 136 ? * the end of a just war is to revenge or prevent 
injury ; that is, to procure by force the justice which cannot 
otherwise be obtained ; to compel an unjust person to repair an 
injury already done, or to give securities against any wrong 
threatened by him. On a declaration of war, therefore, this 
nation has a right of doing against the enemy whatever is 
necessary to this justifiable end of bringing him to reason, and 
obtaining justice and security from him.' We have taken 
nothing in this necessary defence, but from the very offenders 
— ^those who unjustly attacked us : — for we had a right of 
considering every individual of the British nation as an ene- 
my. This I prove by the same great writer, p. 519, sect. 
139, of the same book. ' An enemy attacking me unjustly 
gives an undoubted right of repelling bis violences ; and he 

who opposes me in arms, when I demand <miy my right, 

30* 
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beoomes himself the real aggressor, by his unjust resistance. 
He is the first authorof the violence, and obliges me to make 
use of force, for securing myself against the wrongs intended 
me either in my persoil or possessions ; for if the effects of 
this force proceed so far as to take away his life, he owes the 
misfortune to himself ; fop if, by sparing him, I should sub- 
mit to the injury, the good would soon become the prey of the 
uHcked. Hence the right of killing enemies in a just war 
is derived ; when their resistance cannot be suppressed — 
when they are not to be reduced by milder methods, there is 
a right of taking away their life. Under the name of eiie- 
mies, as we have already shown, are comprehended not 
only the first author of the war, but likewise all who join 
him, and fight for his catise.^ Thus I think the first part 
of my position confirmed and unshaken ; that in common 
wars, a nation, not restrained by the customary law of na- 
tions, has a right to confiscate debts." 

In the second member of that point, he is released 
from the servility of quotation ; and, to borrow a phrase of 
his own, " remitted to the amplitude" of his natural genius : 
the reader will therefore be amused by a more cojhous ex- 
tract. " Prom this I will go on to the other branch of my 
position : That if, in common wars, debts be liable to for- 
feiture, afortiorij must they be so in a revolution war. Let 
me contrast the lajerwar with wars in common. According 
to those people called kings, wars in common are systematic 
and produced for trifles ; for not conforming to imaginary 
honours; because you have not lowered your flag before 
him at sea ; or for a supposed aflfront to the person of an 
ambassador. Nations are set by the ears, and the most 
horrid devastations are brought on mankind, for the most 
frivolous causes. If, then, when small matters are in con- 
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test, debts be forfiotable, what must haye accrued to U9, as 
engaged in the late revolution war — a war commenced in 
attainder, perfidy, and confiscation ? If we take with us 
this great principle of Yattel, that ri^t goes in hand mth 
necessity J and consider the peculiar situationof the American 
peojde, we will find reason more than sufficient to give us a 
right of confiscating those debts. 

^The most striking peculiarity attended the American war. 
In the first of it. we were stripped of every municipal right. 
Rights and obhgations are correspondent, co-extensive, and 
inseparable — they must exist together, or not at all. We 
were, therefore, when stripped of all our municipal rights, 
clear of evejy municipal obligation, burden, and onerous en- 
gagement. If then the obligation be gone, what is become of 
the correspondent right? They are mutually gone." [These 
little words, " they are mutually gone," which would have 
made no figure in the pronunciation of an ordinary speaker, 
are ^d to have formed a beautiful picture, as delivered by 
]\Ir. Henry : his eyes seemed to have pursued these associated 
objects to the extremest verge of mortal sight, while the fall 
of his voice, and correspondent fall of his extended hand, 
with the palm downward, depicted the idea of evanescence 
with indescribable force : the audience might imagine that 
they saw the objects at the very instant when they vanished 
in the distance, and became commingled with the air : and 
all this, too, without any affected pause to give it effect ; with- 
out any apparent effort on his parC ; but with all the quick- 
ness of thought and all the ease of nature.] '^ The case of 
sovereign and independent nations at war is &r different ; 
because, there private right is respected, and domestic cLsy- 
lum held sacred. — Was it the case in our war ? No, sir. — 
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Daggers were planted m your chambers, and mischief, death, 
and destruction, might meet you at your fireside. 

There is an essential variance between the late war and 
common wars. In common wars, children are not obliged 
to fight against their fathers, nor brothers against brothers, 
nor kindred against kindred. Our men were compelled, 
contrary to the most sacred ties of humanity, to shed the 
blood of their dearest connexions. In common wars, con- 
tending parties respect municipal rights, and leave, even to 
those they invade, the means of paying debts, and complying 
with obligations; they touch not private property. For ex- 
ample, when a British army lands in France, they plunder 
nothing : they pay for what they have, and respect the tribu- 
nals of justice, unless they have a mind to be called a savage 
nation. -—Were we thus treated ? Were we permitted to exer- 
cise industry and to collect debts, by which we might be ena- 
bled lo pay British creditors'/ Had we a power to pursue com- 
merce ? No, sir. — What became of our agriculture ? Our in- 
habitants were mercilessly and brutally plundered, and our 
enemies professed to maintain their army by those means 
only. Our slaves carried away, our crops burnt, a cruel 
war carried on against our agriculture—disability to pay 
debts produced by pillage and devastation, contrary to every 
principle of national law. From that series of plenty in 
which we had been accustomed to live and to revel, we 
were plunged into every species of human calamity. Our 
lives attacked — charge of rebels fixed upon us — confiscation 
and attainder denounced against the whole continent ; and 
he that was called king of England sat judge upon our case 
-^he pronounced his judgment, not like those to whom poetic 
fancy has given existence — not like him who sits in the in- 
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femal regions, aad dooms to the Stygtan kke those spirits 
who deserve it, because he qiares the innooent, aad sends 
some to the fields of Elysium — not Uke him who sat in an- 
cient imperial Rome, and wished the people had but one 
neck, that he might at one blow strike off their heads, and 
spare himself the trouble of carnage and massAcre, because 
one cUy would have satisfied his vengeance — not. Uke any 
of his fellow-men, for nothing would satiate his sanguinary 
ferocity, but the indiscriminate destruction of a whole con- 
tinent — ^invdlvmg the innocent with the guilty. Yes, he 
sat in judgment .with his coadjutors, s^nd pronounced pro- 
scription, attainder, and forfeiture, against men, women, and 
even children at the breast* Is not this descripti(Hi pointedly 
true in all its parts? And who were his coadjutors and 
executionei's in tUs strange court of judicature ? Like the 
fields of poetic imagination — Hessians, IndiatiSy and Ne^ 
groes, were his coadjutors and executioners. Is there any 
thing in this sad detail of offences which is unfounded ? any 
thing not enforced by the act of parliament against America ? 
We were thereby driven out of their protection, and branded 
by the epithet rebels. The term rebel may not now appear 
in all its train of horrid consequences. We know that when 
a person is called rebel by that government, his goods and 
life are forfeited, and his very blood pronounced to be cor- 
rupted, and the severity of the punishment entailed on his 
posterity. To whom may we apfdy for the verity of this ? 
The jurisprudence and hisUny of that nation prove, that, 
when they speak of rebels, nothing but blood will satisfy 
them. Is there nothing hideous in this part of the portrait? — 
It is unparalleled in the annals of mankind. Though I 
have respect for individuals of that nation, my duty constraitts 
me to speak thus. 
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When we contemplate this mode of war&re, and the jsen- 
timents of the writers on natural law on this subject, we are 
justified in saying, that in this revolution war, we had a 
right to consider British debts as subject to confiscation — and 
to seize the property of those who originated that war. As 
to the injuries done to agriculture, they appear in a diminu- 
tive view, when compared to the injuries and indignities of- 
fered to persons, and mansions of abode. Sir, firom your seat 
you might have seen instances of the most grievous hostility : 
not only private property wantonly pillaged, but men, 
women, and children, dragged publicly from their habita- 
tions, and indiscriminately devoted to destruction. The rights 
of humanity were sacrificed. We were then deprived not 
only of the benefits of municipal, but natural law. If there 
shall grow out of these considerations a palpable disability to 
pay those jclebts, I ask if the claim be just ? For that disa- 
bility was produced by those excesses — by those very men 
who come on us now for payment. Here give me leave to 
say, that they s^ us a bad titlfe in whatever they sold us — 
in real as w6ll as in personal property. Describe the nature 
of a debt : it is kn engagement or prom^e to pay — but it 
must be for a vali^able consideration. If this be clear, was 
not the title, to whatever property they sold us, bad in every 
sense of the woi*d, when the war followed ? What can add 
value to property ? Force. Notwithstanding the equity and 
feirness of the debt when incurred, if the security of the 
property received was afterward destroyed, the title has 
proved defective. Suppose millions were contracted for and 
received, those millions give you no advantage, without force 
to protect them. This necessary protection is withdrawn by 
tbe very men who were bound to afibrd it, and who now 
demand payment. Neither lands, slaves, nor other property, 
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are worth a shilling, without protecting force. This title was 
destroyed, when the act of parliament, putting us out of 
their protection, passed against America, I say, sir, the 
title was destroyed by the very oflbiders who come here now 
and demand payment. Justice and equity cancel the obli- 
gation as to the price that was to be given for it, because the 
tenure is destroyed, and the effects purchased have no value. 
Such a claim is unsupported by the plainest notions of right 
and wrong. For this long catalogue of offences committed 
against the citizens of America, every individual of the Bri- 
tish nation is accountable. How are you to be compensated 
for those depredations on persons and property ? Are you 
• to go to the kingdom of England, to find the very indivi- 
dual who did you the outrage, and demand satisfaction of 
him ? To tell you of such a remedy as this, is adding insult 
to injury. Every individual is chargeable with national of- 
fences." 

To maintain this last position, he cites an authority ex- 
pressly in point, from Vattel, and proceeds thus : " These 
observations of Vattel amount to this : thait a king or con- 
ductor of a nation is considered as a moral person, by means 
of whom the nation acquires or loses its rights, and subjects 
itself to penalties. The individuals, and the nation which 
they compose, are one. I will therefore take it for granted, 
that whatever violences and excesses were committed on 
this continent are chargeable to the plaintiff in this very ac 
tion. Recollect our distressed situation. We had no ex- 
chequer, no finances, no army, no navy, no common mean^ 
of defence. Our necessity— dire necessity compelled us to 
throw aside those rules which respect private property, and 
to make impresses on our own citizens to support the war. 
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B%ht and neceanty bemg coextensive* we were coixq[)eIted 
to ex^ a right the most eminent over the whole commumty. 
The saltis populi demanded what we did. U we had a 
right to disregard the legal' fences thrown round the pro- 
perty of our citizens, had we not a greater right to take Bri- 
tish property ? 

"Another peculiarity contributes to aid our def^mce. The 
want of an exchequer obliged us to emit paper money, 
and compel our citizens to receive it for gold. In the ears 
of some men this sounds harshly. But they are young men, 
who do not know and feel the irresistible necessity that 
urged us. Would your armies have been raised, clothed, 
maintained, or kept together without paper money ? With- . 
out it, the war would have stood still, resistance to tyranny 
would have stopped, and despotism, with all its horrid train 
of appurtenances, must have depressed your country. We 
compelled the people to receive it in payment of all debts — 
we induced and invited them (if we did not compel them) to 
put it into the treasury, as a complete discharge from their 
debts. Sir, I trust I shall not live to see the day, when the 
public councils of America, will give ground to say that this 
was a state trick, contrived to delude and defraud the citi- 
zens. What must it be ostensibly, when, by the compact of 
your nation, they had publicly bound and pledged themselves, 
that it was and should be money, if afterward, in the course 
of human events, when temptations present themselves, they 
shall declare that it is not money ? Sir, the honest planter 
is unskilled in political tricks and deceptions. His interest 
ought never to be sacrificed. The law is his guide. The 
law compelled him to receive it, and his countrymen would 
have banded him with the name of enemy if he had refused 
it The laws of the country ai*e as sacred as the imaginary 
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flanctity of British debts. Sir, national engagements ought 
to be held sacred; the public violation of this solemn en- 
gagement will destroy all confidence in the government. If 
you depart from the national compact one iota, you give a 
dangerous precedent, which may imperceptibly and gradually 
introduce the most destructive encroachment on human 
rights." 

He then proceeds to notice more directly the objection, that 
we were not a people competent for legislation till the assent 
of the British king was given to our independence : " I will 
beg leave here to dissent from the position of the gentleman 
on the other side, which denied that we were a people, till 
our enemies were pleased to say we were so. That we were 
a people, and had a right to do every thing which a great 
and a royal — nay an imperial people could do, is clear and 
indisputable. • Though under the humble appearance of re 
publicanism, our government and national existence, when 
examined, are as solid as a rock — not resting on the mere 
fraud, and oppression of rulers, nor the credulity, nor barba- 
rous ignorance of the people ;' but founded on the consent; 
and conviction of eillightened human nature. That we had 
every right that completely independent nations can have, 
will be satisfactorily proved to your honours, by again refer- 
ring to Yattel." He then cites and reads a passage from 
Tattel, thie effect of which is, that during a civil wear, the 
parties, acknowledging no common judge on earth, are to be 
considered as two distinct people ; and to govern themselves 
in the conduct of the war by the general laws of nations. 
After which he proceeds thus : 

''Here then, Sir, is proof abundant that before the ac- 
knowledgement of American independence by Cheat Bri- 
2Z 
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lo^ we had a right to be coiuadere4 aa a uatim ; bec^u^e, ^ 
earth we had no commosi superior, to give a deckdoa of the 
cUspute betweeo us and our sovereiga- After <iteic]Ari«g our* 
selves a sovereign peo{de) we had every right % nation can 
claim as an independent community. But the gentlenMin on 
the other side greatly rely upon this principle, that a contract 
oannot be dissolved without the consent of all the contract- 
ing parties : the inference is, that the consent <rf the king of 
Great Britain was necessary to the dissolution of the govern- 
ment Tyranny has too often, and too successfully rivetted 
its chains, to warrant a belief that a tyrant will ever volun* 
tarily release his subjects from the governmental com^pact. 
Rather might it be expected, that the last iota (^ human mi- 
sery woujd be borne, and the oppression would descend froiQ 
lather to son, to the latest p^od of earthly existence. The 
despotism of our sovereign ought to be considered as an i$s^ 
plied consent, on his part, to dissolve the coippact betweea 
us ; and he and bis subjects must be considered as OQie-^ 
th^e can be no distinction. For, in any other view, bis 
consent could not have been obtained without force. There 
is such a thing, indeed, ae tyranny from free choice. Sweden 
not long ago surrend^ed its liberties in one day, as Den- 
mark had done formerly ; so that tjbds bra,nch of the human 
family is cut off from ev^y possible enjoyment of human 
rights. But the right to resist of^pression is not denied. 
The gentlemen's doctrine cannot therefore apply to nationid 
communities^ If any additional force was wantiag to con- 
firm what I advance, it would be derived ftom the; treaty of 
peace, which further proves, that we were entitled to aU the 
privileges of independent nations. The consent of all the 
people of Europe said we were free* Our former master 
withheld his consent till a/ei^ 'mlvij^i even^ co^\p!^Ued 
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hiiA. And when he gave his Jiat, it gave us, by relation 
back to the time of the declaration of independence^ all 
the rights and privileges of a completely sovereign nation : 
our independence was acknowledged by him, previous to the 
completion of the treaty of peace. It was not a condition 
of the treaty, but was acknowledged, by his own overture, 
preparatory io it. Tiew the consequences of their fatal doc- 
trine. There would not only have been long arrears of 
debts to pay, but a long catalogue of crimes to be punished. 
If the ultimate acknowledgement of our independence by 
Great Britain had not relation back to the time of the decla- 
ration of independence, all the intermediate acts of legisla- 
tion would be void — and every decision and act, consequent 
thereon, would be null. But, Sir, we were a complete nation 
on every principle, according to the authorities I have already 
read ; in addition to which I will refer your honours to Vat- 
tel, book iv. ch. vii. sect. 88, to show we were entitled to the 
benefits of national law, and to use all the resources of the 
community : * From the equality of all nations really sove- 
reign and independent, it is a principle of the voluntary law 
of nations, that no nation can control another in its internal 
municipal legislation.' If we consider the business of confis- 
cation according to the immemorial usages of Great Britain, 
we will find, that the law and practice of that country sup 
port my position. In the wars which respect revolutions 
which have taken place in that island — life, fortune, goods, 
debts, and every thing else were confiscated. The crimen 
tcescb majestatisy as it is called, involved everything. Every 
possible punishment has been inflicted on suffering hutfianity 
that it could endure, by the party which had the superiority 
in those wars, over the defeated party, which was charged 
with rebellion. 
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"What would have been the consequences, Sir, if we had 
been conquered ? Were we not fighting against that ma- 
jesty? Would the justice of our opposition have been con- 
sidered? The most horrid forfeitures, confiscations, and 

attainders, would have been pronounced against us. Con- 

• 

sider their history, from the time of William the first till this 
day. Were not his Normans gratified with the confiscation 
of the richest estates in England ? Read the excessive^ cru- 
elties, attainders, and confiscations, of that reign. England 
depoptdated — ^its inhabitants stripped of the dearest privileges 
of humanity — degraded with the most ignominious badges of 
bondage — and totally deprived of the power of resistance to 
usurpation and tyranny. This inability continued to the 
time of Henry the eighth. In his reign, the- business of 
confiscation and attainder, made considerable havoc. After 
his reign, some stop was put to that effusion of blood which 
preceded and happened under it. Recollect the sad and 
lamentable effects of the York and Lancastrian wars. Re- 
member, the rancorous hatred and inveterate detestations of 
contending factions — the distinction of the white and red 
roses. To come a little lower — what happened in that island 
in the rebellions of 1715 and 1745 ? If we had been con- 
quered, would not our men have shared the fate of the 
people of Ireland 7 A great part of that island was confis- 
cated, though the Irish people thought themselves engaged 
in a laudable cause. What confiscation and punishments 
were inflicted in Scotland ? The plains of Cvlloden, and" 
the neighbouring gibbets, would show you. I thank heaven 
that the spirit of liberty, under the protection of the Almighty, 
saved us fi'om experiencing so hard a destiny. But had we 
been subdued, would not every right have been wrested 
from us ? What right would have been saved ? Would 



debts hare iMeti isav^sd ? Would it not be abeccrd, to ^^ 
debts, while they should bum, hang, and destroy ? Belbte 
we can decide with precision, we are to oHisider the dan- 
gers we should have been exposed to had we been subdued. 
After presenting to your view this true picture of what 
would have been our situatk)n, had we been subjugated — 
surely a correspondent right will be found, growing out oi 
the law of nations, in our favour. Had our subjugation 
been effected, and we pleaded for pardon— represented that 
we defended the most valuable rights of human nature, and 
thought they were wrong — would our petition have availed? 
I feel myself impelled, from what has past, to ask this ques- 
tion. I would not wish to hav^ lived to see the sad scenes 
we should have experienced. Needy avarice and savage 
cruelty would have had full scope. Hungry OermanSy 
bloody-thirsty Indians, and nations of another colour, would 
have been let loose upon us. The sad effects of such war- 
fare have had their full influence on a number of our fellow- 
citizens. Sir, if you had seen the sad scenes which I have 
known ; if you had seen the simple but tranquil felicity of 
helpless and unoffending women and children, in little log 
huts on the frontiers, disturbed and destroyed by the sad 
effects of British warfare and Indian butchery, your said 
would have been struck with horror ! Even those helpless 
women and children were the objects of the most shocking 
barbarity. 

"Give me leave again to recur to Vattel, p. 9. . ' Nations, 
being free, independent, and equal, and having a right to 
judge according to the dictates of conscience, of what is to be 
done in order to fulfil its dotieis ; the effect of all this is, the 
.producing, at least externally ajid among men, a perfect 

equality of rights between nations, in the administration of 

31* 
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their affairs, and the pumuit of their pretensdons, without i*e- 
gard to the intrinsic justice of their conduct, of which others 
have no right to form a definitive judgment : so that what is 
permitted in one, is also permitted in the other ; and they 
ought to be considered in human society as having an equal 
right.' If it be allowed to the British nation to put to death, 
to forfeit and confiscate debts and every thing else, may we 
not (having an equal right) confiscate — not life, for we never 
desire it — ^but that which is the common object of confisca- 
tion — property^ goods, and debts, which strengthen our- 
selves and weaken our enemies? I trust that this short 
recapitulation of events shows, that if there ever was in the 
history of man a case requiring the full use of all human 
means, it was our case in the late contest ; and we were 
therefore warranted to confiscate the British debts." 

He now, takes another ground to establish the confisca- 
tion. I shall give his whole argument on this point in his 
own words : 

^'I beg leave to add that these debts are lost on another 
principle. By the dissolution of the British government, 
America went into a* state of nature— on the dissolution of 
that of which we had been members, there being no govern- 
ment antecedent, we went necessarily into a state of nature. 

« 

To prove this, I need only refer to the declaration of inde- 
pendence, pronounced on the fourth day of July 1776, and 
our state constitution." [Here Mr. Henry read part of the 
constitution.] " It recites many instances of misrule by the 
king of England — ^it asserts the right and expediency of dis- 
solving the British government, and going into a state of 
nature ; or, in other words, to establish a new government. 
The right of dissolving it, and forming a new system, had 
preceded the fourth day of July 1776. A recapitulation of 
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the events of the tynumical acts of govermnent wodd demon- 
strate 8k right to cKsBolve.it But I iUBjgo fiirther, and even 
say, that the act of parliament which declared tk out of the 
king's [protection, dissolved it. For what is government ? 
It is an express or implied compact between the rulers and 
ruled, stipulating reciprocal protection and obedience. That 
protection was withdrawn, solemnly withdrawn from us. Of 
consequence, obedience ceased to be due. Our roimic^)al 
rights were taken away by one blow. Municipal obligations 
and government were also taken away by the sieime blow. 
Well, th^n, there being no antecedent government, we re- 
turned into a state of nature. Unless we did so, our new 
compact of government could only be an usurpation. In a 
state of nature theie is no legal lien in the person or proper- 
ty of any one. If you are not clear of every antecedent en- 
gagement, what is the legality or strength of the present 
constitution of government ? If any antecedent engage- 
ments are to bind, how fer are they to reach ? You had no 
right to form a new government, if the old system existed ; 
and if it did not exist, you were necessarily and inevitably 
in a state of nature. In my humble opinion, by giving va- 
lidity to such clahns, you destroy the yery idea of the right 
to form a new government. Yattel calls government the 
totality of persons, estates, and effects, formed by every indi« 
vidual of the new society, and that totality refN^esented by 
the governing power. How can the totaUty exist while an 
antecedent right exists elsewhere? See Grotius, p. 4,- which 
I have already read, and note 29: Because the design and 
good of civil society necessarily require, that the natural and 
acquired rights of each member should admit of limitations 
several ways, and to a certain degree, by the authority of 
him or them, in whose hands the sovereign authority is 
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lodged. When we famed a new governm^n, did tbei« 
exist any authority that limiled our rights? How eati the 
totdity exist, if any other person or persons have an existing 
claim upon you ? It appears to me, that that equality which 
is invdved in a state of nature cannot exist while such claim 
exists. The court will recollect what I have already read 
out of Yattel, in the 15 and 18 sections. The equality here 
ascribed to independent nations is equally ascribed to men 
in a state of nature. A moral society of persons cannot exist 
without this absdute equality. The existence of individuals 
in a state of nature depends in like manner upon, and is 
inseparable from such equality. 

" Rights, as before mentioned, Yattel, p. 8 and 9, are di- 
vided into interned and external: of external rights, he 
makes the distinction of perfect and imperfect. I beseech 
your honours to fix this distinction in your minds. The 
perfect external right only is accompanied with the right 
of constraint. The imperfect right loses that quality, and 
leaves it to the party to comply or not to comply with it. 
When the former government was dissolved, the American 
people became indebted to nobody. You either owe every 
thing or nothing— and every contract and engagement must 
be done away, if any. In a state of nature you are free and 
equal. But how are you free, if another has a lien on your 
body? Where is your freedom, or your equality with that 
person, who has the right of constraining you? This right 
of constraint implies a complete authority over you^ but not 
however to enslave you. This constraint is always adequate 
to the right or obligation. Where can you find the possibility 
of this equality which nature gives her sons, if we admit a^ 
existing right of constraint? If it be a fact, that on the 
dissolution of the government we did enter into a stiEtte of 
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nature, (and that we cbd, I humbly judge, cannot be denied, 
as at that time no government existed at all,) it destroys all 
claim to one fitrthing. This will be found to be true, as 
well upon the ground of equity and good conscience as in 
law, when it is considered, that, when we went into a state 
of nature, the means of paying debts were taken away from 
us by them; because so far as they had power over us they 
prevented us from getting money to pay debts. They inter- 
dicted us from the pursuit of profitable commerce; from 
getting gold and silver, the only things they would take — 
they unjustly drove us to this extremity. By the concession 
of the worthy gentleman, their attack upon us was unjust. 
" But then, debts are not subject to confiscation, say gen- 
tlemen, because there were no inquests, no ofiSce found for 
the commonwealth. Has a debt an ear-mark ? Is it tangi- 
ble or visible ? Has it any discriminating quality ? Unless 
tangible or visible, how is it to be asce^ained or distinguish, 
ed ? What does an inquest mean ? A solemn inquiry by a 
jury, by ocular examination, with other proofe. If an in- 
quest of ofiice were to be had of land, a jury could tell the 
lines and boundaries of it, because they may be distinguished 
from others, and its identity may thereby be ascertained. If 
a horse be the object of inquiry, he can be easily distinguish- 
ed from any other horse. In like manner every other article 
of visible property may be subject to inquests ; but such a 
thing as an inquest of a debt never existed, as far as my 
legal knowledge extends. What, are to be the consequences, 
if this proceeding be requisite ? You must set up a court of 
inquisition, summon the whole nation, and ask every man 
li&w much do you owe ? This would be productive of end- 
less confusion, perplexity, and expense, without the desired 

effect. The laws of war and of nations require no more 
3 a' 
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than that the sovereign power should openly signify its will, 
that the debts be forfeited. There is no particular forensic 
form necessary. The Question here is not, whether this con- 
fiscation be traversed in all the forms of municipal regula- 
tions. There is a question between Great Britain and Ame> 
rica similar to that between Alexander and the Thebans. 
HijLS the sovereign signified his phasure that debts be 
remitted 7 A sign is completely sufficient, if it be under- 
stood by the people. There is a necessity of thus speaking 
the legislative will, that the other party may know it, and 
retaliate; for what is allowed to one, is to both parties. 
This was different from the nature of a solemn war. War 
is lawful or unlawful, according to the manner of conduct- 
ing it. In the prosecution of a lawful solemn war, it is ne- 
cessary that you do not depart from certain rules of modera- 
tion, honour, and humanity, but act according to the usual 
practice of belligerent powers. Did the mother country con- 
duct the war against us in this manner ? We did openly 
say, we mean to confiscate your debts, and modify them, be- 
cause they have lost their perfect external quality — they are 
imperfect — ^we claim that right, as a sovereign people, over 
that species of your property. Sir, it was not done in a cor- 
ner. It was understood by our enemies. They had a right 
to retaliate on any species of our property they could find. 
The right of retaliation, or just retortion, for equivalent 
damage on any part of an enemy's property, is permitted to 
every nation. What right has the British nation (for if the 
nation has not the right, none of its people have) to demand 
a breach of faith in the American government to itscitizens ? 
I have already mentioned the engagement of the govern- 
ment with its citizens respecting the paper money — If f/au 
take it, ii shall be manef/. Shall it be judged now not to 
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be money ? ShaB tkls eon^ptct be farofaii fir the adke of 
the Brilieh natioii ? No, Sir, the language of natiopal law 
is olherwne. Sir^ the laws of oonfiscatioB and paper money 
made together one system, oonnectedvand sancdoned by the 
legialatore, on which depended once th6^£ae of our country, 
and on which depend now the happiness, the ease, and com* 
fort of thousands qf your feUow-citiz^is. Will it not be a 
breach of the compact with your peo{de, to say that the mo- 
oey is not to keep up4(s original standard in the quality 
given it by law? What were the effects of this system V 
What would have been the efiects, had your citizens been 
aiqprized that British debts must be paid ? Would they have 
takem the money ? Would they have deposited the money 
in the loan aSce, if they had been warned by law, that they 
must depoat it, subject to the future regulati<ms of peace ; 
that it should not release them from the creditors ? However 
right it may appear now to decry the paper money, it would 
have been &tal then ; for AjboeriGa might have perished, 
without the aid and effect of that medium. Your citizens, 
trusting to this compact, submitted to a number of things 
almost intolerable—- impressments and violences on their 
property — ^it encouraged them to exert themsdves in defence 
of their property against the enemy during the war. If the 
debt in the deplaration mentioned be recovered, the compact 
is subverted, as respecting the paper money. And this sub* 
version is to take effect for the interest of those men, whom, 
by all laws human and divine, we were obliged to ccmsjder as 
enemies ; men who were obliged to comply with the regula- 
tions and requisitions of their king ; and our people will have 
been labouring, not for themsdves, but for the benefit of the 
Britidi subject. 
'^When a vessel is in danger in a storm, those who abide 
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on board of her, and encounter the dangers of (he aea to 
save her, are allowed some little compensation for salvage, 
for their fidelity and gallantry in endeavouring to prevent 
her loss; while those who abandon her are entitled to 
nothing. But, in exposition to this wise and politic principle, 
we, who have wilhstood the storms and dangers, receive no 
compensation ; but those who left the political ship, and 
joined those on the other side of the wcUer who wished to 
sink her, and who caused her to fight eight long years for 
her preservation, shall come in at last, and get their full 
share of this vessel, and yet will have been exonerated firom 
every charge. For whom, then, were the people of America 
engaged in war ? Not for themselves, I am sure — ^the pro- 
perty that they saved will not be for themselves, but for those 
whom they had a right to call enemies. I am not willing 
to ascribe to the meanest American the love of money, or 
desire of eluding the payment of his debts, as the motive of 
engaging in the war. No, sir. He had nobltfr and better 
views. But he thinks himself well entitled to those debts, 
Irom the laws and usages of nations, as a compensation for 
the injuries he has sustained. There is a sad drawback on 
this property saved. A national debt for seventeen years, 
considerable taxes, which wei'e profusely laid during the 
war on lands and slaves ; and, since the peace, we have 
been loaded with a heavy taxation. I know that I advocate 
this cause on a very advantageous ground, when I speak of 
the right of salvage. The cargo on board the wrecked 
vessel belongs to the British, it will have been saved foi 
them ! but the salvage is due to us only. If you take it 
on the ground of interest — you may hold as a pledge — you 
may retain for salvage. If you take it on the scale of the 
common law, or of national law — you may oppose dama- 
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ges to debts — retain the debtd, to retribute and compendate 
for the injuries they have done you. I have now got over 
and I trust established the first point; that is, that debts in 
common wars are subject to forfeiture, and much more so 
in a revdution war like the American wa^."* 

Having established his first position, he presents his next 
point thus : " My next point is, that the Britisb debts being 
so forfeited (as I conceive) can only be revived by the treaty ; 
and unless they be so revived, they are gone for ever. I 
will then consider how this matter stands under the treaty.'' 
He proceeds then to show by authority, the x^les by which 
treaties are to be construed ; and demonstrates, that k treaty 
can confer no benefit unless it be mutually observed with 
good faith ; that perfidy, on either side, is a fcMrfeiture of all 
its advantages ; that the stipulations of a treaty are in the 
nature of conditions precedent ; that a breach on either side 
dissdves the covenant altogether, and places the parties on 
the general ground which they occupied before the treaty ; 
that Great Britain had vidated the treaty, in the moment 
of its ratification, by carr3dng off our slaves, and detaining 
with an armed force those posts of which she had stipulated 
the immediate surrender; that^he pretence of her having 
a(^ted thus as a retaliatory measure for the non-payment of 
the debts, was an insult to common understanding, because 
she began her infiractions before any experiment had been 
made of a recovery of the debts ; that the notion of a reprisal, 

* These copious extracts firom the report on Mr. Henry's first point 
are deemed necessary to give the reader an idea of his mode of argu* 
mentation, so far as it ean be furnished by this report It would be 
trespassing on the indiiJgence of the i^prietor of the manuscript, - 
(which has never been published,) and trespassing:, tQo, perhaps on the 
patience of that portion of my readers who can find no enjoyment in 
legal discussion, to pursue any farther this extended modeof anaJym 
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preceding any injury — and a retaliation, in advance, of any 
wrong on the opposite side, was so far from mitigating her 
offence, that it was a daring insult on the honour and good 
faith of this nation V Having, by a series of authorities di- 
rectly in point, established the right of the American nation 
to regard the treaty as abolished by any perfidious infraction 
of it, on the part of Great Britain, he shows next, that those 
infractions were established by the pleadings in the cause ; 
because the defendant by his several pleas had specifiefl 
those infractions, and the plaintiff, by demurring to the pleas, 
had admitted the truth of their averments. 

Great Britain then, as a nation, having by her own per- 
fidy forfeited all right to insist upon the treaty, and that 
treaty, as between the nations, being annulled, the next 
question was, whether any individual of the British nation 
could claim any advantage under the treaty? This he 
shows could not be done, because in making the treaty, the 
sovereigns of the two nations acted for all the individuals of 
their respective nations ; the individuals were bound by all 
the acts of those sovereigns, whether in making or abolish- 
ing a treaty. "Here," said he, "are two moral persons, 
Great Britain and America, making a contract. The plain- 
tiff claims and tlie defendant defends under and through 
them ; and if either nation or moral person has no right to 
benefits from such contract, individuals claiming under 
them can have none. The plaintiff then claims under his 
nation, but if that nation have committed perfidy respecting 
the observance of the compact, no right can be carried there- 
from to the plaintiff. It puts him back in the same situation 
he was in before the treaty." He shows the absurdity of 
<K)nsidering the treaty as annulled, in relation to all the in- 
dividuals, in their collective character of a nation, and yet as 
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in full force fer the benefit of each individual separately ; 
for if this plaintiff had a right to all the beneficial effects of 
the treaty, every man in England had the same right ; and 
he cites and reads from Vattel, a conclusive authority, to 
show, that the conventional law of nations could take its 
effect only from universal right, extending equally to all the 
citizens or individuals of a nation. But to say, that America 
had a right to consider the treaty as void against all the in- 
dividuals of the British nation, collectively^ while each and 
every individual of that nation separately^ could enforce it 
upon her, was to offer to the understanding a paradoxical 
absurdity, as insulting to common sense, as the conduct of 
Great Britain had been to the honour of the American nation. 
He contended further on this point, that if the treaty had 
been observed by Great Britain, and were of consequence still 
obligatory, it did not and could not operate where monies 
had been actually paid into the treasury under the laws of 
the state ; for the provision of the treaty is, " that creditors 
on either side should meet with no lawful impediment to the 
recovery of all bona fide debts heretofore contracted." The 
defendant, said he, having paid the money into the treasury 
according to the act of assembly, and the truth of the pay- 
ment being admitted in the record, this article of the treaty 
could not support the plaintiff's claim. " To derive a benefit 
from the treaty, the plaintiff must demand a bojiafide debt; 
that is, a debt bona fide due. The word debt impUes that 
the thing is due ; for if it be not due^ how can it be a debt! 
To give to these words, all debts h^etofore contracted^ a • 
strictly Uteral s^ise, would be to authorize a renewed de 
mand for debts which had been actually paid cS£ to the cre^ 
ditor ; for these were certainly within the words of the treaty, 
being debts hereiofoTe contracted : —to avoid this absurd and 
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dkhoneBt consequence, you must look at the intention of the 
thing ; and the intention certainly was to embrace those 
cases where there had not been a legal payinent I ask,'' 
said he, '^ why a payment made in gold and silver is a legal 
payment 7 Because the coin of those metals is made cur- 
rent by the laws of this country. If paper be made current by 
the same authority, why should not a payment in i^ be equally 
valid ? The British subject cannot demand payment, be> 
cause I confront his demand with a receipt. Why will a 
receipt discharge in any instance ? — because it is founded on 
the laws of the country. A receipt, given in consequence of 
a payment in coin, is a legal discharge, only because the 
laws of the country make it so. I ask then why a receipt, 
given in consequence of a payment into the treasury, be not 
of equal validity, since it has precisely the same foundation ? 
It is expressly constituted a discharge by a legislature 
having competent authority. This debt, therefore, having 
been legally paid by the contractoi*, was not due from him 
at the time of making the treaty, and therefore is not within 
the intention of that instrument. But, say the gentlemen 
on the other side, the one payment has the consent of the 
creditor, and the other has not : he who paid coin has the 
creditor's consent to the discharge, but he who paid money 
into the treasury wants it Have we not satisfied this ho- 
nourable court, that the governing power had a right to put 
itself in the place of the British subjects? Having had an 
unquestionable right to confiscate, sequester, ^ modify those 
debts as they pleased, they had an equally indubitable right 
to substitute themsdves in the stead of the plaintiff, other- 
wise those autb<Hrities have been quoted in vain." He then 
cites authorities to prove, that the law of the place governs 
the contract ^ and concludes, that the payment into the trea- 
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sury havings in this instance, been made in consequence of a 
law of this commonwealth, which was strictly consonant 
with the laws of nations, and which had declared that such 
payment should aj^rctie ets a complete and final dis- 
charge, this was not a subsisting debt, within the contem- 
plation of the treaty, and remained, therefore, wholly unaf- 
fected by it. 

^^The next question was, whether this court could take 
notice of this infraction of the treaty, on the part of Great 
Britain, and found their judgment upon it. On this question, 
he observes that the court were not called upon to step out of 
their appropriate sphere, in order to invade the province of 
the jury by trying facts ; the facts were all agreed by the 
pleadings ; the court were merely called upon to say what 
was the law arising on those facts. 

^'The existence or non-existence of the treaty, was a legal 
inference from the facts agreed; which the court alone were 
competent to decide. The plaintiff himself had forced this 
question on the court, by relying in his repUcation on the 
treaty, as restoring his right to recover this debt. He sets up 
his r^ht under this instrument expressly, and then questions 
the jurisdiction of the court to decide upon the instrument ! 
The treaty, quoad hoc^ is the covenant of the parties in this 
suit: the question presented by the pleadings is, whether the 
plaintiff, who, by that covenant, has iekea upon himself the 
performance of a precedent condition,. can claim any benefit 
under it, unt§ he shall show that this precedent condii^ has 
been performed. On this question, said he, the gentlemai^'s 
argument is, that the court have no power to decide on the 
construction of the covenant, which he himself has brought 
before them; that they have nothing to do with the depen- 
dence or independence of the.stipolationS) or the reciprocal 
3B 
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rights of the parties, to daim under the eovenant, without 
showilrig a previous performaaoe on their respective parts ! 
He, on the contrary, insisted that, under the constitution of 
the United States, the question belonged, peculiarly and 
exdusively, to the judicial department ; that by the constitu- 
tion it was expressly provided, that the judicial power should 
extend to all cases arising under treaties ; that the law 
of treaties embraced the whole extent of natural and national 
law; that the constitution, therefore, by referring all cases 
arising under treaties to the judiciary, had of necessity in- 
vested them with the power of appealing to that code of laws, 
by which alone the construction, the operation, the efficacy, 
the legal existence or non-existence of treaties, must be test- 
ed : and by this code, they were told in the most emphatic 
terms, that he who violates one article of a treaty, releases 
the other party from the performance of any part of it ; that 
the reference of all cases arming under treaties, to the judi- 
cial department, ca.^ried with it every power near or remote,, 
direct or collateral, which was essential to a fair and just de- 
cision of those cases ; — that in every such case, the very 
first question was, is there a treaty or not ? — not whether 
there has been a treaty — ^but whether there is an existingj 
obligatory, operative treaty. To decide this question the 
court must bring the fetcts to the standard of the laws of na- 
tions ; and by this standard it had been shown, that in the 
case at bar, there existed no treaty from which a British sub- 
ject could claim any benrft. That if the jidicial depart- 
ment had not the power of deciding this question, there was 
no department in the American government which did pos- 
sess it: the state governments have nothing to do with4t — 
congress cannot touch the subject — they may indeed declare 
war fer a violation ; but a nation was not to be forced to this 
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exiremit J on every oecasion ; th^^ were other modes of re- 
dress, short of a declaration of war, to which nations had a 
r^ht to resort ; and one of them, as he had shown, was the 
power of withholding fix)m the perfidious vidator of a treaty, 
those benefits which he claimed under it. Now, congress 
could not by a law declare a treaty void-— -it is not among 
those grants of power which the constitution makes to them ; 
they cannot, therefore, meddle with the subject in any other 
way than by a declaration of war ; neither can the presi- 
dent and senate touch it. They can make treaties ; but 
the constitution gives them no power to expound a treaty ; 
much less to declare ii void : they can only unite with the 
house of representatives, in punishing an infraction by a de- 
claration of wau'. To the judiciary alone, then, belongs this 
pacific power of withholding legal benefits, claimed under a 
treaty, because of the malajides of the party claiming them. 
"Now, what will be the situation of this country, compared 
with that of Great Britain, if you deny this power to the 
judiciary ? If you have not observed the treaty with good 
faith, and go to England, claiming any benefit under the 
treaty, there is a power there, called royal prerogative, which 
will tell you — no — go home and act honestly, and you shall 
have your rights under the treaty. Your breach of feith 
will not drive them to a declaration of war — there is a power 
there which obtains redress by withholding your rights, until 
you act with good feith : but where is the reciprocal and 
corresponding power in our government, if it be not in the 
judiciary ? It is no where ; — we have no redress short of a 
declaration of war. Is this one of the precious fruits of the 
adoption of the federal constitution, to bind us hand and foot 
with the fetters of technicality, and leave us no way of burst- 
ing them asunder, but by a declaration of war, and the ttbk- 
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to v^hich every thing valuable must yield, are to be found in 
the code of that people, under whom the plaintiff now claims* 
Is it so teiTible to confiscate debts, when they forfeit life, 
and corrupt the very source of your blood 7 Though every 
other thing dear to humanity is forfeitable, yet debts, it 
seems, must be spared ! Debts are too sacred to be touched ! 
It is a mercantile idea, that worships Mammon instead of 
God. A chose in action shall pass — it is without your reach. 
What authority' Can they adduce in support of. such con- 
clusive preeminence for debts ? No poUtical or human in- 
stitution has placed them above other things. If debt be the 
most sacred of all earthly obligations, I am uninformed from 
whence it has derived that eminence. The principle is to 
be found in the day-books, journals, and ledgers of iner- 
chants ; not in the writings or reasonings of the wise and 
w^ell informed — the enlightened instructors of mankind. Can 
any gentleman show me any instance, where the Ufe or 
property of a gentleman or plebeian in England is forfeited, 
and yet his debts spared ? The state can claim debts due 
to one guilty of high treason. Are they not subject to con- 
fiscation? I concur in that sound principle, tliat good faith is 
essential to the happiness of mankind ; that its want stops 
all human intercourse, and renders us miserable. This prin- 
ciple is permanent, and universal. Look to what point of 
the compass you will, you will find it pervading all nations. 
Who does not set down its sacred influence as the only thing 
that comforts human life? Does the plaintiff claim through 
good faith ? How does he derive his claim ? Through 
perfidy : through a polluted channel. Every thing of that 
kind would have come better from our side of the question, 
than fi-om theirs." 

Mr. Ronald had insbted, strenuously, that there could 
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be no forfeiture or escheat without the inquest of a jury ; 
and that no act of the legislature had, in feet, directly forfeited 
these debts. In answer to this, Mr. Henry says, " But the 
gentleman has observed, that neither the declaration of the 
legislature by the act of 1779, that the British subjects had 
become aliens, and their property vested in the common- 
wealth, nor any other act jpassed on the subject, could divest 
the debts out of the British creditors. It cannot be done 
without the solemnity of an inquiry by a jury. The debt 
of A or B cannot be given to C, without this solemnity. Is 
the little legality of forms, which are necessary when you 
speak of estates and titles, requisite on such mighty occasions 
as these? When the fate of a nation is concerned, you are 
to speak the language of nature. When your very existence 
is at stake, are you to speak the technical language of books, 
and to be confined to the limited rules of technical criticism? 
— to those tricks and quirks — those little twists and twirls 
of low chicanery and sophistry, which are so beneficial to 
professional men? Alexander said, in the style of that 
mighty man, to the Thessalians, You are free from the 
Thebans, and the debts they owed them were thereby re- 
mitted- Every other sovereign has the same right to use 
the same natural, manly, and laconic language; not when 
he is victorious only, but in every situation, if he be in a 
state of hostility with other nations. The acts use not the 
language of technicality, they speak not of releases, d*** 
charges, and cscquittances ; but they speak the lef©*^^^^® 
win, in «imple speech, to the human understandi***? * ^^^^^ 
b^ter suited to the purpose, than the turgi*^ ^^^ pompous 
phraseology of many great writers." 
Mr. Ronald, who was a native of ^cotland, and at the 

comnmicement of the revolutionary;^ ^ ^^^^ ^* ^^^^ 
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suspected of being not very waxoa in the Ameriean came, 
had uiged the objecticm to the Aatkmal compet^ocy of Yir- 
ginia, at the time of the passage of those laws of confiscatioa 
and forfeiture, on which the defendant relied; and in the 
course of his observations, had unfortunately used the remark, 
that Virginia was, at that time, nothing more than a revolted 
colony. When Mr. Henry came to notice this remark, he 
gave his spectacles the war cant: "But another observati(Hi," 
said he, "was made; that by the law of nations we had not 
a, right to legislate on the subject of British debts — we were 
not an independent nation — and I thought," said he, raising 
himself aloft, while his frame dilated itself be3^ond the ordi- 
nary size, " that I heard the wori— revolt T At this word, 
he turned upon Mr. Ronald his piercing eye, and knit his 
brows at him, with an expression of indignation and con 
tempt, which seemed almost to annihilate him. It was like 
a stroke of lightning. Mr. Ronald shrunk from the wither- 
ing look: and, pale and breathless, cast down his eyes, 
'* seeming," says my informant, "to be in quest of an auger- 
hole, by which he might drop through the floor, and escape 
for ever from mortal sight." Mr. Henry perceived his suf- 
fering, and his usual good nature immediately returned to 
him. He raised his eyes gently toward the court, and shaking 
his head, slowly, with an expression of regret, added, "I 
wish I had not heard it: for although innocently meant 
I am sure that it was so, from the character ct the 
gendehs^n who mentioned it) yet the sound displeases me 
— it is unplSai^ant." Mr. RoniJd breathed again, and looked 
up, and his gei^ous adversary dismissed the topic, to resume 
it no more. 

It may give the Reader some idea of the amiditude of tiiis 
argument, when fae^g told that Mr. Henry wis engaged 
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three days successively in its delivery ; and some faint con- 
ception of the enchantment which he threw over it, when he 
learns that although it turned entirely on questions of law, 
yet the audience, mixed as it wad, seemed so far from being 
wearied, that they followed him throughout with increased 
enjoyment. The room continued full to the last ; and such 
was " the listening silence" with which he was heard, that 
not a syllable that he uttered is believed to have been lost. 
When he finally sat down, the concourse rose, with a gene- 
ral murmur of admiration ; the scene resembled the breaking 
up and dispersion of a great theatrical assembly, which had 
been enjoying, for the first time, the exhibition of some new 
and splendid drama : the speaker of the house of delegates 
was at length able to command a quorum for business ; and 
every tjuarter of the city, and at length, every part of the 
state, was filled with the echoes of Mr. Henry's eloquent 
speech. 

His practice, during these last years, of which we are now 
speaking, was confined pretty generally to cases of conse- 
quence. He did not like the profession, and was not willing 
to embark in any case for the ordinary fees. I have an in- 
teresting sketch of him, in his professional character, dming 
those years, from the same elegant pen, which in a former 
page exhibits the parallel between him and Mr. Lee, in 
1784: it is a^ follows : ' ♦ 

" At the bar Mr. Henry was eminently successfiil. When 

I saw him there, he must, fix)m the course of his life, which 

had been chiefly political, have become somewhat rusty in 

the learning of his profession : yet I considered him as a 

good lawyer : he seemed to be weQ acquainted with the rules 

and canons of property. He would not, indeed, undergo 

the drudge necessary for complicated business ; yet I am 
3 C 33 
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told, that in the British debt cause, he astonished the public 
not less by the matter than the manner of bis speech. It 
was however as a criminal lawyer that his eloquence had 
the ftirest scope, and in that character I have seen him. He 
was perfect master of the passions of his auditory, whether 
in the tragic or comic line. The tones of his voice, to say 
nothing of his matter and gesture, were insinuated into the 
feelings of his hearers, in a manner that baffles all descrip- 
tion. It seemed to operate by mere sympathy ; and by his 
tones alone, it seemed to me, that he could make you cry or 
laugh at pleasure. I will endeavour to give you some ac- 
count of this tragic and comic effect in two instances, which 
I witnessed. 

" About the year 1792, one Holland killed a young man 
in Botetourt The young man was popular, and lived, I 
think, with Mr. King, a wealthy merchant in Fincastle, who 
employed Mr. John Brackenridge to assist in the prosecution 
of Holland. This Holland had gone up from the county of 
Louisa as a schoolmaster, but had turned out badly, and was 
unpopular. The killing was in the night, and was gene- 
rally believed to be murder. He was the son of one doctor 
Holland, who was yet living in Louisa, and had been one 
of Mr. Henry's juvenile friends and acquaintances. It was 
chiefly dt the instance of the father, and for a very moderate 
fee, that Mr^ Henry undertook to go out to the district court 
of Greenbrier, to defend the prisoner. Such were the pre* 
judices there, that the people had openly and repeatedly de* 
clared that even Patrick Henry need not come to def^d 
Holland, unless he brought a jury with him. On the day 
of trial, the court house was crowded. I did not move from 
my seat f(X fourteen hours ; and had no wish to do so. The 
examination of the witnesses took up great part of the time, 
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and the lawyers were probably exhausted. Brackenridge 
was eloquent ; but Henry left no dry eye in the court house. 
The case I believe was murder ; though, possibly^ manr 
slaughter only, Mr. Henry laid hold of this possibility with 
such efiect as to make all forget that Holland had killed the 
store-keeper at all ; and presented the deplorable case of the 
jury's killing Holland, an innocent man. By that force of 
description which he possessed in so wonderful a degree, he 
exhibited, as it were, at the clerk's table, old Holland and his 
wife, who were then in Louisa ; but the drawing was so 
powerful, and so true to nature, that we seemed to see them 
before us, and to hear them asking of the jury, ' where is 
our son ? what have you done with him V All this was 
done in a manner so solemn and touching, and a tone so 
irresistible, that it was impossible for the stoutest heart not to 
take sides with the criminal : as for the jury, they lost sight 
of the murder they were trying, and wept most profusely, 
with old Holland and his wife, whom Mr. Henry painted, 
and perhaps proved tp be very respectable. During the ex< 
amination of the evidence, the bloody clothes had been brought 
in. Mr. Henry objected to their exhibition, and applied 
most forcibly and pathetically Antony's remark on Caesar's 
wounds, on those dumb movihs which would raise the 
stones of Rome to mutiny. He urged that this sight would 
totally deprive the jury of their judgment, which would be 
merged in ih&x feelings. The court was divided, and the 
motion fell* The result of the trial was, that after the re- 
tirement of an half or quarter of an hour, the jury brought 
in a verdict of not guilty ; but on being reminded by the 
court that they might £nd a degree of homicide, inferior 
to murder, they altered their verdict to guilty of man, 
slaughter/* 
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<< Mr. Henry was not less successftil in the comic line, 
when it became necessary to resort to it. You have no 
doubt heard how he defeated John Hook, by raising the cry 
of heef against him. I will give yon a similar instance. In 
the year 1792, there were many suits on the south side of 
James river, for inflicting Lynch's law.* A verdict of five 
hundred pounds had been given in Prince Edward district 
court, in a case of this kind. This alarmed the defendant in 
the next c^e, who employed Mr. Henry to defend him. 
The case was, that a wagoner and the plaintiff were tra- 
velling to Richmond together, when the wagoner knocked 
down a turkey, and put it into his wagon. Complaint was 
made to the defendant, a justice of the peace ; both the par- 
ties were tnken up, and the wagoner agreed to take a 
whipping, rather than be se^t to jail : but the plaintiff re- 
fused : the justice, however, gave him also a small flagella- 
tion ; and for this the suit was brought. The plaintiff, by 
way of taking off the force of the defence, insisted, that he 
was wholly innocent of the act committed. Mr. Henry, on 
the contrary, contended, that he was a party, present, aiding 
and assisting. In the course of his remarks, he expressed 
himself thus : ^ But, gentleman of the jury, the plaintiff 
tells you he had nothing to do with the turkey — ^I dare say, 
gentlemen, not until it wcls roasted,^ &c. He pronounced 
this word roasted with such rotundity of voice, such a ludi- 
crous whirl of the tongue, and in a manner so indescribably 

comipal, that it threw every one into a fit of laughter at the 

« 

* Thirty-nine lashes, inflicted without trial or law, on mere sospicion 
of guilt, which cotiid not be regularly proved. This lawless practice, 
which, sometimes by the order of a magistrate, sometimes without, 
prevailed extensively in- the upper counties on James river, took its 
name from the gentleman who set the first example of it 
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plaintiff, who stood up in the place usually allotted to crimi- 
nals ; and the defendant was let off, with Uttle or no da- 
mages*" 

The case of John Hook to which my correspondent al* 
ludes, is worthy of insertion. Hook was a Scotchman, a man 
of wealth, and suspected of being unfriendly to the American 
cause. During the distresses of the American army, conse« 
quent on the^ joint invasion of Cornwaliis and Phillips in 
1781, a Mr. YenaUe, an army commissary, had taken two 
of Hook's steers for the use of the troops. The act had not 
been strictly legal ; and on the establishm^it of peace. Hook 
under the advice of Mr Gowan, a gentleman of some dis- 
tinction in the law, thought proper to bring an action of tres- 
pass against Mr; Tenable, in the listrict court of New Lon- 
don. Mr. Henry appeared for the defendant, and is said to 
have disported himself in this cause to the infinite enjoy- 
ment of his heai^rs, the unfortunate Hook always excepted. 
After Mr. Henry became animated in the cause, says a cor- 
respondent,* he appeared to have complete control over the ' 
passions of his audience: at one time he excited their indig- 
nation against Hook : vengeance was visible in every coun- 
tenance : again, when he chose to relax and ridicule him, 
the whole audience was in a roar of laughter. He painted 
the distresses of the American army, exposed almost naked 
to the rigour of a winter's sky, and marking the frozen 
ground over which they marched, with the blood of their 
unshod feet ; where was the man, he said, who had an 
American heart in his bosom, who would not have thrown 
open his fields, his bams, his cellars, the doors of his house, 
the portals of his breast, to have received with open armsy 

* Jud^e Stuart 
33* 
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the meanest soldier in that little band of famished patriots ? 
Where is the man? — There he stands— but whether the 
heart of an American beats in his bosom, you, gentlemen, 
are to judge. He then carried the jury, by the powers of his 
imagination, to the plains around York, the surrender of 
which had followed shortly after the act complained of: he 
depicted the surrender in the most glowing and noble colours 
of his eloquence — the audience saw before their eyes the 
humiliation and dejection of the British, as they marched out 
of their trenches — ^they saw the triumph which Ughted up 
every patriot face, and heard the shouts of victory, and the 
cry of Washington and liberty, as it rung and edioed through 
the American ranks, and was reverberated from the hills 
and shores of the neighbouring river — " but, hark, what 
notes of discord are these which disturb the general joy, and 
silence the acclamations of victory — ^they are the notes of 
John Hook, hoarsely bawling through the American camp, 
.beef! beef! beef!'' 

The whole audience were convulsed: a particular incident 
will give a better idea of the effect, than any general descrip- 
tion. The clerk of the court, unable to command himself, 
and unwilling to cpmmit any breach of decorum in his 
place, rushed out of the court house, and threw himself on 
the grass, in the most violent paroxysm of laughter, where 
he was rolling, when Hook, with very different feeUngs, came 
out for relief into the yard also. <' Jemmy Steptoe," said he 
to the clerk, " what the devil ails ye, mon?" Mr. Steptoe 
was only able to say, that he could not help it, " Never 
mind ye," said Hook, " wait till billy Cowan gets up : he'll 
show him the la'." Mr. Cowan, however, was so completely 
overwhelmed by the torrent which bore upon his client, that 
when he rose to reply to Mr. Henry, he was scarcely able to 
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make an intelligible or audible remark. The cause was de- 
cided almost by acclamation. The jury retired for form sake, 
and instantly returned with a verdict for the defendant. Nor 
did the effect of Mr, Henry's speech stop here. The people 
were so highly excited by the tory audacity of such a suit, 
that Hook began to hear around him a cry more terrible than 
that of beef: it was the cry of tar a^nd feathers: from the 
application of which, it is saidj that nothing saved him but a 
precipitate flight and the speed of his horse. 

I have not attempted, in the course of these sketches, to 
follow Mr. Henry through his professional career. I have 
no materials to justify such an attempt. It has been, indeed, 
stated to me, in general, that he appeared in such and such 
a case, and that he shone with great lustre ; but neither his 
speeches in those cases, nor any point of his argument, nor 
even any brilliant passage has been communicated, so that 
the sketch that could be given of them must be either con^ 
fined to a meagre catalogue of the causes, or the canvass 
must be filled up by my own fancy, which would at once be 
an act of injustice to Mr. Henry, and a departure from that 
historical veracity, which it has been my anxious study, in 
every instance, to observe. 

I have heen told, for example, that in the year 1774, Mr. 
Henry appeared at the bar of the general court, in defence 
of a married man by the nam^ of Henry Bullard, indicted 
for the murder of a beautiful girl, who lived in his house,- to 
whom he had unfortunately become attached, and whom, in 
a moment of frantic despair, he sacrificed to his hopeless pas- 
sion. The defence is said to have been placed on the ground 
of insanity ; and it is easy to conceive, in genei'al, the figure 
which Mr. Henry must have made in sucJh a course. Those 
oathetic powers of eloquence, in which he was so pre-emi- 
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nently great, had ample scope for their exercise in this case; 
and we can credit, without difficulty, the assertion, that he 
deluged the house with tears, and effected the acquittal of 
his client. But this is all that we know of the case* 

So also I learn that, on some occasion, after the war, he 
appeared at the bar of the house of delegates, in support of 
a petition of the officers of the Virginia line, who sought to 
be placed on the footing of those who had been taken on 
continental establishment : and that, after having depicted 
their services and their sufferings, in colours which filled 
every heart with sympathy and gratitude, he dropped on his 
knees, at the bar of the house, and presented such an appeal 
as might almost have softened rocks, and bent the knotted 
oak. Yet no vestige of this sfdendid speech remains j nor 
liave I been able, after the most diligent inquiries, to ascer- 
tain the year in which it occurred ; similar petitions having 
been presented, for several successive sessions. 

It was in the year 1794, that he bade a final adieu to his 
profession, and retired to the bosom of his own fiunily. He 
retired, loaded with honours, public and professional : and 
carried with him the admiration, the gratitude, the confi- 
dence, and the love of his country. No man had ever passed 
through so long a life of public service, -mth a reputation 
more perfectly unspotted. Nor had Mr. Henry, on any oc- 
casion, sought security from censure, by that kind of pru- 
dent silence and temporizing neutrality, which politicians 

* If this ia the case of Henry Bollard, who was indicted at the April 
term of 1774, for the murder of Maiy Pinner, this honour claimed by 
my correspondent for Mr. Henry is not due ; for the records of the gene 
rai court show, that the indictment, although originally drawn for the 
charge of murder, was reduced to manslaQghter by the grand jury ; 
of which oifence the prisoner was convicted. There is, probably, some 
mistake in the name. 
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80 frequently obeerye^ On th^ contrary, his course had been 
uniformly active, bold, intxepid, and independent. On every 
ffreat subject of public interest, the part which he had taken 
L ,»J. d«»L, a»l„ hi. c^ »- bia m«iv.., 
heard his reasons, approved his conduct, rested upon his 
virtue and his vigour ; and contemplated, with amazement, 
the evolution and unremitted display of his transcendent 
talents. For more than thirty years he had now stood be- 
fore that country — open to the scrutiny and the censure of 
the invidious — ^yet he retired, not only without spot or 
blemish, but with all his laurels blooming fuU and fresh upon 
him — ^followed by the blessings of his almost adoring coun- 
trymen, and cheered by that most exquisite of all earthly 
possessions — ^the consciousness of having, in deed and in 
truth, played well his part He had now, too, become dis- 
embarrassed of debt ; his fortune was affluent ; and he en- 
joyed, in his retirement, that ease and dignity, which no man 
ever more richly deserved. 
3D 
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SECTION X. 

Whatever difference of opinion may exist as to other 
parts of his character, in this the concurrence is universal ; 
that there never was a man better constituted than Mr. 
Henry to enjoy and adorn the retirement on which he had 
now entered. Nothing can be more amiable, nothmg more 
interesting and attaching, than those pictures which have 
been furnished from every quarter, without one dissentient 
stroke of the pencil, of this great and virtuous man in the 
bosom of private life. Mr. Jefferson says, that '' he was the 
best humoured companion in the world." His disposition 
was indeed all sweetness — ^his aifections were warm, kind, 
and social — ^his patience invincible— his temper ever un- 
clouded, cheerful, and serene;— his manners plain, open, 
iiuniliar, and simple — his conversation easy, ingenuous, and 
unaffected — full of entertainment, full of instruction, and ina- 
diated with all those light and softer graces, which his genius 
threw, without effort, over the most common subjects. It is 
said that there stood in the court, before his door, a laige 
walnut tree, under whose shade it was his delight to pass his 
summer evenings, surrounded by his affectionate and happy 
family, and by a circle of neighbours who loved him almost 
to idolatry. Here he would disport himself with all the care- 
less gayety of infJBincy. Here, too, he would sometimes warm 
the bosoms of tbre old, and strike fire from the eyes of his 
younger hearers, by recounting the tales of other times ; by 
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sketching, with the bddneas of a master's hand, those great 
historic incidents in which he had borne a part; and by 
drawing to the life, and placing before his audience, in 
coburs as fresh and strong as those of nature, the many 
illu8tri(His men in every quarter of the continent, with whom 
he had acted a parf on the public stage. Here, too^ he would 
occasionally discourse with all the wisdom and all the elo- 
quence at a Grecian sage, of the various duties and offices of 
life; and pour forth those lessons of practical utility, with 
which long experience and observation had stored his mind. 
Many were the visitors from a distance, old and young, who 
came on a kind of pious pilgrimage, to the retreat of the 
veteran patriot, and found him thus delightfully and usefiilly 
employed — ^the old to gaze upon him with long-remembered 
affection, and ancient gratitude — the young, the ardent, and 
the emulous, to behold and admire, with swimming eyes, 
the champion of other days, and to look with a sigh of gene* 
rous regret, upon that height of glory which they could 
never hope to reach. Blessed be the shade of that venerable 
tree — ever hallowed the spot which his genitis has con- 
secrated. 

Mr. Henry received these visits with all his charactei^tic 
plainness and modesty; and never foiled to reward the fa- 
tigue of the journey by the warmest welcome, and by the 
unceremonious and fescinating frimiliarity, with which he 
would at once enter into conversation with his new guests, 
and cause them to forget that they were strangers, or abroad. 
Nor must the reader suppose that in these conversations he 
assumed any airs of superiority; much less that his conver- 
sation was, as in some of our conspicuous men, a continuedy 
imperious, and didactic lecture. On the contrary, he carried 
into private life all those principles of equality which had 
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governed him in public. That ascendency, indeed, which 
proceeded from the superior energy of his mind, and the 
weight of his character, would manifest itself unavoidably, 
in the deference of his companions ; but there was nothing 
in his manner which would have ever reminded them of it. 
On the contrary, it seemed to be his study to cause them to 
forget it;, and to decoy them into a free and equal interchange 
of thought. If he took the lead in conversation, it was not 
because he sought it; but because it was forced upon him, 
by that silent delight with which he perceived that his com* 
pany preferred to listen to him. 

But it was in the bosom of his own family, where the eye 
of every visitor and even every neighbour was shut out — 
where neither the love of fame, nor the fear of censure, could 
be suspected of throwing a false light upon his character — 
it was in that very scene, in which it has been said that "no 
man is a hero," that Mr. Henry's heroism shone with the 
most engaging beauty. It was to his wife, to his children, 
to his servants, that his true.cfaamcter was best known: to 
this gratefril, devoted, happy circle, were best known the 
patient an4 tender forbearance, the kind indulgence, the 
forgiving mfldness, and sweetness of his spirit* those pure 
and warm affections, which were always looking out for the 
means of improving their felicity, and that watchfrd prudence 
and circumspection, which guarded them from harm. What 
can be more amiable than the playful tenderness with which 
he joined in the sports of his little children, and the bound- 
less indulgence with which he received and returned their ca- 
resses? ^^His visitors," says one of my correspondents, ''have 
not unfrequently caught him lying on the floor, with a group 
of these Uttle ones, dimbing over him in every directicm, or 
dancing around him, with obstreperous mirth, to the tune 
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of his violin, while the (Xily contest seemed to be who should 
make the most noise.'' If there be any bachelor so cold of 
heart as to be offended at this anecdote, I can only remind 
him of the remark of the great Agesilaus to the friend who 
found him riding on a stick among his children, ^^donH 
mention itj till t/ou are yourself a father " 

Such were the scenes of domestic and social bliss, such 
the deUcious tranquillity, in which Mr. Henry passed the first 
years of his retirement. Yet this retreat, which so well de- 
served to have been considered as sacred, was doomed in a 
few years to be disturbed by the bickerings of political party. 

Since Mr. Henry's retirement from public Ufe, new parties 
had arisen in the United States, whose animosities had been 
carried to an alarming height. The federalists, who sup- 
ported the measures of the new government throughout, 
were accused by their adversaries of a disposition to strain 
the constructive powers of the constitution to their highest 
possible pitch ; of a secret wish to convert the government 
into a substantial monarchy, at least ; to which purpose, the 
assumption of state debts, the establishment of the funding 
system, and of the national bank, the alarming increase of 
the pubUc debt, the imposition of a heavy load of internal 
taxes, the establishment of an army and a navy, with all 
their consequences of fiivouritism and extensive executive 
patronage, were alleged to have been introduced. They 
were branded with the name of aristocrats, a name of re- 
proach borrowed from the parties in France; and were 
charged with being inimical to the cause of human libertv, 
as was said to be proved by their UostiUty to the progress of 
the French revolution, as well as by the alarming character of 
those measures which they were pushing forward in Ame- 
rica* They were suspected and accused of a preference for 



a98 WUrS LIF£ OF 

a govaromeat of ranks and orders, and a secret love of titles 
of nobility ; of which it was said, one of their principal 
leaders had furnished a decisive proof, so &r as he was con- 
cerned, by having proposed the introduction of titles in the 
continental convention which had framed the constitution. 
The party which urged these charges, took the name of re- 
publicans and democrats ; declared themselves the friends 
of liberty and the people, and the firm advocates of a govern- 
ment of the people by the people. They were devoted, with 
enthusiasm, to the cause of liberty in France: considered 
man^ as the only title of nobility which ought to be admit- 
ted, and his freedom and happiness as the sole objects of go- 
vernment ; this, they contended, was the principle on which 
the American revolution had turned ; that the great objects of 
the revolution could be no otherwise attained, than by a sim- 
ple, pure, economical, and chaste administration of the fede- 
ral government ; and by restricting the several departments 
under the new constitution, to the express letter of the pow- 
ers assigned to them by that instrument. 

The federalists, on the other hand, denied and repelled, 
with great acrimony s^d vehemence, the charges which had 
been urged against them by their adversaries. They con- 
tended that the measures complained of were warranted 
by the ccoistitution, and were necessary to give to the federal 
government the effect which was intended by its adoption. 
They insisted that they were simply the friends of ord^ and 
good government ; and in their turn branded their adver- 
saries with the name of jacobins, who having caught the 
mania from France, were for overturning all government, 
and throwing every thing into anarchy and uproar, in the 
hopovof rising, themselves, to the top of the chaos. They 
alleged that the opposition was formed <^ the dregs of the 
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American peqple, headed and goaded on by a few des^^ng 
men, and fermented into faction by the revolutionary ele- 
ments thrown among them, from abroad, in the shape of 
French and Irish emigrants and convicts. They insisted, 
that it was indispensably necessary to the peace and order of 
the American nation, that those foreign incendiaries should 
be driven out from the land, and that the licentious fury of 
our o\vn populace should also be bridled. Under this im- 
pression, were passed those alien and sedition laws, which 
are supposed to have put an end to the federal power in 
America. 

It is not my function to decide between these parties ; nor 
do I feel myself qualified for such an office. I have lived 
too near the times, and am conscious of having been too 
strongly excited by the feelings of the day, to place myself 
in the chair of the arbiter. It would, indeed, be no difficult 
task to present, under the engaging air of historic candour, 
the arguments on one side, in an attitude so bold and com- 
manding ; and to exhibit those on the other, under a form 
so faint and shadowy, as to beguile the reader into the adop- 
tion of my own opinions. But this would be unjust to the 
opposite party, and a disingenuous abuse of the confidence 
of the reader. Let us, then, remit the question to the histo- 
rian of future ages ; who, if the particular memory of the 
past times shall not be lost in those great events which seem 
preparing for the nation, will probably decide, that, as in 
most family quarrels, both parties have been somewhat in the 
wrong. 

For my purpose, it is sufficient to state the rise and ex- 
istence of those parties, and the fact that their cdilision had 
convulsed the whole society. Mr. Henry, although removed 
from the immediate scene of contention, was still an object 



400 WIRTS LIFE OF 

of too much consequemce to be viewed with indifference. 
He had a weight of character which gave to his opinions a 
preponderating influence on every subject, and both parties 
were equally anxious to gain him to their cause. His ex- 
pressions were watched with the most anxious attention, and 
it was not long before an alarm of his defection from the 
popular cause was given. The first occasion of it I discover, 
was the> treaty of 1794 with Great Britain, commonly known 
by the name of Jay's treaty. 

It will be remembered by the reader, that Mr. Henry had 
objected to the constitution on the ground that it gave to the 
president and senate, the whole treaty-making power. This 
construction of the instrument was not denied in the state 
convention ; but on the contrary, was at least impliedly ad- 
mitted ; and the provision was vindicated on the ground that 
the power of treating could be no where more safely and 
properly lodged. When, therefore, the republican leaders in 
the house of representatives claimed a right to participate in 
the ratification of Jay's treaty, Mr. Henry considered them 
as inconsistent with themselves, and as departing fiom their 
own construction of the constitution. This charge and the 
defence, have both been made known to me, by the follow- 
ing letter firom Mr. Henry to his daughter, Mrs. Aylett : 

" Red Hill, August 20^A, 1796. 
" My dear Betsy, 

" Mr. William Aylett's arrival here, with your letter, 
gave me the pleasure of hearing of your welfare, and to hear 
of that is highly gratifying to me, as I so seldom see you, &cc. 
(the rest of this paragraph relates to family affairs.) 

^' As to the reports you have heard of my changing sides 
in politics, I can only say they are not true. I am too old 
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to exchange my former i^inions, wluch have grown up into 
fixed habits of thinking. True it is, I have condemned the 
conduct of our members in congress, because, in refusing to 
raise money for the purposes of the British treaty, they, in 
effect, would have surrendered our country bound, hand and 
foot, to the power of the British nation. This must have 
been the consequence, I think; but the reasons for thinking 
so are too tedious to trouble you with. The treaty is, in my 
opinion, a very bad one indeed. But what must I think of 
those men, whom I myself warned of the danger of giving 
the power of making laws by means of treaty, to the presi- 
dent and senate, when I see these same men denying the 
existence of that power, which they insisted, in our conven- 
tion, ought properly to be exercised by the president and 
senate, and by none other ? The policy of these men, both 
then and now, appears to me quite void of wisdom and 
foresight. These sentiments I did mention in conversation 
in Richmond, and perhaps others which I clon't remember ; 
but sure I am, my first principle is, that fi'om the British we 
have every thing to dread, when opportunities of oppressing 
us shall offer. 

" It seems that every word was watched which I casually 
dropped, and wrested to answer party views. Who can 
have been so meanly employed, I know not — nor do I care; 
for I no longer consider m3rself as an actor on the stage of 
public life. It is time for me to retire ; and I shall never 
more appear in a public character, unless some unlooked-for 
circumstance shall demand firom me a transient effort, not in- 
consistent with private life— in which I have determined to 
continue. I see with concern out old commander in chief 
most abusively treated — nor are his long and great services 

remembered, as any apology for bis mistakes in an office to 
3E . 34* 
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which he was totally uaaocustomed. If be, whose cliarac- 
tec as our leader duriog the whole war was above all praise, 
18 90 roughly handled in his old age, what may be expected 
by meo of the common standard of character? I ever wished 
he might keep himself clear of the office he bears, and its 
attendant difficulties — but I am sorry to see the gro§s abuse 
which ia published of him. Thus, ray dear daughter, have 
I pestered you with a long letter on politics, which is a sub- 
ject Uttle interesting to you, except as it may involve my 
reputation. I have long learned the little value which is to 
be placed on popularity, acquired by any other way than 
virtue ; and I have also learned, that it is often obt^ned by 
other means. The view which the rising greatness of our 
country presents to my eyes, is greatly tarnished by the ge- 
neral prevalence of deism ; which, with me, ia but another 
name for vice and depravity. I am, however, much con- 
soled by reflecting, that the religion of Christ has, from its 
first appearance in the world, been attacked in vain, by all 
the wits, [^osophers, and wise ones, aided by every power 
of man, and its triumph has been complete. What is there 
in the wit, or wisdom of the present deistical writers or pro- 
fessors, that can compare them with Hume, Shaflsbury, 
Botingbroke, and others ? and yet these have been confuted, 
and their fame deca3ring ; in. so much, that the puny efforts 
of Paine are thrown in to prop their tottering fobrick, whose 
foundations cannot stand the test of time. Amongst other 
strange things said of me, I hear it is said by the deists that 
m one of the number ; and, indeed, that some good 
;>Ie think I am no christian. This thoi^ht gives me 
;h mrare pain than the appellation of tory ; because I 
ik religion of infinitely h^her importance than poUtics ; 
I findmucb cause to reproach myself that I have lived 
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ISO long, and have given no decided and public proofs of my 
being a christian. But, indeed, my dear child, this is a 
character which I prize far above all this world has or can 
boast. And amongst all the handsome things I hear said 
of you, what gives me the greatest pleasure is, to be told of 
your piety and steady virtue. Be assured there is not one 
tittle, as to disposition or character, in which my parental af- 
fection for you would suffer a wish for your changing ; and 
it flatters my pride to have you spoken of as you are. 

'"^ Perhaps Mr. Roane and Anne may have heard the re- 
ports you mention. If it will be any object with them to 
see what I write you, show them this. But my wish is to 
pass the rest of my days, as much as may be, unobserved 
by the critics of the world, who would show but Uttle sym- 
pathy for the deficiencies to w^ich old age is so liable. May 
God bless you, my dear Betsy, and your children. Give 
my love to Mr. Aylett, 

" And believe me, ever, 

'^ Your affectionate fitther, 

«P. Henry." 

• 

This chaise, however, had not deprived Mr. Henry of the 
confidence of his country ; for in the session of the legislature 
which followed the date of his letter, he waa, for the third 
time, elected the governor of the state. The letter by which 
he declined the acceptance of that office is as Mows : 

^' To the honourable the speaker of the house of delegates. 

*^ Charlotte Count jf, Nov. 29tkj 1796. 
"Sir, 

" I have just received the honour of yours, informing 

me of my appointment to the chief magistracy of the com- 
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monwealtlL And I have to beg the &voor of you, Sir, to 
Gonvey to tbe general assemUy, my best acknowledgments, 
and wannest gratitude for the signal honour they have con- 
ferred on me. I should be happy if I could persuade my- 
self, that my abilities were commensurate to the duties of 
that office ; but my declining years warn me.of my inability. 

'^ I beg leave, therefore, to decline the appointment, and 
to hope and trust that the general assembly will be pleased 
to excuse me for doing so ; as no doubt can be etitertained 
that many of my fellow-citizens possess the requisite abihties 
for this high trust. 

'^ With the highest regard, I am, Sir, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

« P. Henry." 

This was the last testimonial of public confidence which 
Mr. Heniy received from his native state. The rumours of 
his political apostacy became strong and general. He was 
a prize worth contending for; and it is not wonderful, there- 
fore, that the rival parties observed, with the most jealous 
distrust, every advance which was made toward him by the 
other, and interpreted such advances as so many stratagems 
to gain him over : nor is it wonderful, if during the fever of 
that hot and violent sthiggle, jnany things were supposed to 
be seen, which did not in feict exist ; and that those which 
did exist, were sometimes seen under felse shapes and co- 
lours. It was reported at that day, that, on Mr. Jefferson's 
resignation of the office of secretary of state, thai office was 
offered to Mr. Henry, in the confidence, that while the offer 
would gratify him, he would nevertheless reject it : however 
this may be, it is certain that the embassy to Spain was of- 
fered to him, during the first administration ; and that to 
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France, during the second** These offers were known at 
the time ; and, when compared with his adyanced age — ^the 
large family with which he was encumbered— his settled 
and .well-known purpose of retirement--^and the consequent 
probability that these offers would not be accepted — and the 
sentiments which he afterward expressed, in fiivour of some 
of the measures of administration, which were extremely 
obnoxious in Yirginia-thoae offers were considered by the 
republicans, as so many strokes of political flattery, addressed 
to the vanity of an old man, and which had been but too 
successful in having won him to the federal ranks. That 
he approved of the alien and sedition laws, as good measures, 
is undeniaUe ; indeed, he was not a man who would deny 
aay opinion that he held : and, however honest migfit have 
been his conviction, both of the constitutionality and expe- 
diency of these measures, it is equally undeniable, that his 
sentiments in relation to them, combined with the above 
C9.uses, by which those sentiments were suspected of having 
been influenced, produced an extremely unpropitious effect 
on his popularity in Virginia. 

The charge of apostacy, however, implies a previous com- 
mitment to the opposite side : but the evidence that Mr. 
Henry ever stood committed to the democratic or to any 
other party, (except the great American party of liberty and 
repuMican government,) has not yet been seen by the author 
of these sketches. At the time of his retirement, it is be- 
lieved that the poi^-constitutional parties were not distinctly 
marked. He had no opportunity, after they were so noarked, 
of expressing his opinion publicly in fiivour of the one side 
or the other. It is highly probable, that his opinions did not 
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coincide throughout with those of either aide : and it would 
be ratbn: rash to infer, from his disapprobation of one or 
more measures ctf the administration, or from his general 
love of liberty, that lie must of necessity have been attached 
at first to the democratic side. Nor would it be more correct 
to infer, from his having resisted the adoption of the federal 
constitution, that he was therefore opposed to the measures 
of those who administered it ; for the converse of this propo- 
sition, which must be equally true, would have thrown many 
more into the federal ranks than would have been willing to 
acknowledge the connexion. Mr. Henry had moreover de- 
clared, as we have seen, in the last speech which he made in 
the state convention, in opposition to the constitution, that if 
it shouM be adopted, he would be a peaceable citizen ; that 
he would not go to violence, but that he would seek the cor- 
rection of whatever he thought amiss, hy quiet means. 
Upon the whole, it would seem more lib^al, more consonant 
to the high character of Mr. Henry's mind, with his time of 
life, and vrith that distant and feeble connexion which he 
now considered himself as holding with politics, and indeed 
with the world— to believe that he looked, without passion or 
prejudice of any kind, on the course of the administration, 
approving or condemning, according to his own judgment, 
without refer^ce to the pleasure or opinions of either side : 
or if we must suppose him under personal influence of an}' 
kind, would it have been unpardonable in him, to have been 
influenced by the opinbns of that man, who had ever stood 
first both in his judgment and affections, and whcsn all Ame> 
rica acknowledged as the fether of his country ? 

Other natural causes, too, may be fairly considered as 
having united their influence in producing this difference of 
political sentiment, between Mr. Henry and the majority of 
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his state. In the year 1797, his health b^n to decline, 
and continued to sink gradually to the moment of his death.* 
He had now passed through a stormy life to his sixtieth year 
and the vigour of his mind, exhausted more by past toils 
than by years, began to give way. Those enei^es which 
had enabled him to brave the power of Great EMtain, and 
to push forward the glorious revolution which made us free, 
existed no longer in their original force. The usual infir- 
mities of age and disease began to press, sorely and heavily, 
upon his sinking spirits. He was startled by that clash of 
contending parties, which rang continually around him, and 
invaded, with perpetually increasing horror, the stillness of 
his retreat. His retirement cut him off, almost entirely, 
from all communication with those who were best able to 
explain the grounds, as well as the character and measure 
of opposition to the offensive measures, which was intended ; 
and the spirit and views of that opposition were, no doubt, 
aggravated to him by report. Acting as those things did on 
the mind of an infirm old man ; worn out by the toils and 
troubles of the past revolution, and naturaUy wishing for re- 
pose ; alarmed too, and agonized by the hideous scenes of 
that revolution which was then going on in Prance ; and 
tortured by the apprehension, that those scenes were about 
to be acted over again in his own country — it is not surpri- 
sing, that he was dismayed by the vehemence of that politi- 
cal strife which then agitated the United States ; nor would 
it be surprising, if his solicitude to allay the ferment and re- 
store the peace of society, should, in some degree, have ob 
scured the decifflons of his mind ; and placed him, rather 
by his fears than his judgment, in opposition to the ftvcibb 

*Jud^ Winstcm. 
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resistance, whidi he had been erroneously led to consider as 
meditated by the democratic party. In a mind thus prepared, 
the strong and animated resolutions of the Virginia assembly 
in 1798, in relation to the alien and sedition laws, conjured 
up the most frightful visions of civil war, disunion, blood, 
and anarchy ; and under the impulse of these phantoms, to 
make what he considered a virtuous effort fcHr his country, 
he presented himself in Charlotte county, as a candidate for 
the house of delegates, at the spring election of 1799. 

On the day of the election, as soon as he appeared on the 
ground, he was surrounded by the admiring and adoring 
crowd, and whithersoever he moved, the concourse followed 
him. A preacher of the Baptist Church, whose .piety was 
wounded by this homage paid to a mortal, asked the people 
aloud, " Why they thus followed Mr. Hemy about ? — Mr. 
Henry," said he, " is not a god !" '*No," said Mr. Henry, 
deeply affected both by the scene and the remark : '^ no, in- 
deed, my friend ; I am but a poor worm of the dust — as 
fleeting and unsubstantial as the shadow of the cloud that 
flies over your fields, and is remembered no more." The 
tone with which this was uttered, and the look which ac- 
companied it, affected every heart, and silenced every voice. 
Envy and opposition were disarmed by his humility ; the 
recdlection of his past services rushed upon ev^ memory, 
and he '^ read his history" in their swimming eyes. 

Before the polls were opened, he addressed the people of 
the county to the following effect ; " He told them that the 
late proceedings of the Virginian assanbly had filled him with 
apprehensions and alarm ; that they had planted thorns upon 
his pOIow ; that they had drawn him fix>m that happy re- 
tirement which it had pleased a bountiful Providence to be- 
stow, and in which he had hoped to pass, in quiet, the- 



remaiiider of his idays ; Uiat the stale had quiUad U»e ^ffbt^ 
in which ^e bad been placed by the constitutipiji ; ao4 i^ 
daring to proaoanoe uf)on the vabdity of fed^erial law#,. had 
gone oui of her j^risdicdon in a. manner not warranted by 
any authority, and in the highest degree alarming to every 
considerate man ; that each ojqposition, on the part of Vir- 
ginia, to the acta of the general goven^ment, nm$t b^et their 
enfoKeipent by mflitary pOw«r ; that thie would probably 
produce civil war; civil war, forego alha^cee; and that 
foreign alliancee must necessarily end in sul^,^«ticd;i to the 
powers called in. Heconjufed thepec^ to peuseand con- 
sider well, before they rushed into such a desperate c<mdi- 
tion, from which there could be no retreat. He painted to 
their imaginations, WasUz^^n, at the bead of a numerous 
and well aj^inled army, ii^icti^g upon them mflitary exe- 
cution : < and where (he asked) ere our resources to meet 
such a conflict ? — ^Where is the citiizen of Ajmerica who will 
dare to lift his hand against the &tfaer of his country V A 
drunken man in the a:owd threw up bis arm, and exclaimed 
that ' he dared to do it.' — ' No,' answered Mr. Henry, rising 
aloft in all his majesty : ^ pou (jtere n^ 4a.i4: -in such a 
parridduluUenipti th^ steel wouHdroipfrmn ymir fierm- 
k98 arm P ' The look and gesture at tbis moment, (says a 
oonespondent,) gave to tbese words an energy 09 my mind 
unequalled by any thing that I have ever witnessed.' tb. 
Henry, (nrooeeding in bis address to the people, ad^ed, ^ whe- 
Aer the county of Cbadclotle wni^d have any authority to 
dispute an obedience tp the laws of Tii)gipia ; and he pro- 
nounced Viiginia to be to the unitm, What the county of 
Charlotte was to ker. 
Having dttiied the rig^ of a states to decide upou the con- 
3F 
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f^utionality of federri laws, he odded, that perhaps it might 
be necessary to say something of the merits of the laws in 
question. His private opinion was, that they were ' good 
and proper.* But, whatever might be their merits, it be- 
longed to the people, who held the reins over the head of 
congress, and to them alone, to say whether they were ac- 
ceptable or otherwise, to Virginians ; and that this must be 
done by way of petition. That congress were as much our 
representatives as the ^assembly, and had as good a right to 
our confidence. He had seen, with regret, the unlimited 
power over the purse and sword consigned to the general 
government ; but that he had been overruled, and it was 
now necessary to submit to the constitutional exercise of that 
power. * If,^ said he, ' I am asked what is to be done, when 
a people feel themselves intolerably oppressed, my answer is 
ready : — Overturn the government. But do not, I beseech 
you, carry matters to this length, without provocation. Wait 
at. least untO some infringement is made upon your rights, 
and which cannot otherwise be redressed ; for if ever you 
recur to another, change, you may bid adieu for ever to 
rejHresentative government. You ^an never exchange the 
present government but for a mmarchy. If the adminis- 
tration have done wrong, let us all go wrong together rather 
than split into focticms, which must desCioy that union upon 
which eur existence hangs. Let us presearve our strength 
for the French, the English, the Gormans, or whoever else 
shall dare to invade our territory, and not exhaust it in civil 
commotions and intestine wars.' He concluded, by declaring 
bis design to exett himself in the endeavour to aHay the 
heart-burnings and jealousies which had been fomented in 
the state legislature ; and he fervently pmy^, If he was 
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deemed unworthy to effect it, that it might be reserved to 
some otherand abler hand, to extend this bleasiiig over Ac 
community." 

This was the substance of the speech written down at 
the time by one of his hearers. "There was," says the 
writer, " an emphasis in his language, to which, Uke the 
force of his articulation, and the commanding expression df 
his eye, no representation can do justice ; yet I am conscious 
of having given a correct transcript of his opinions, etnd in 
many instances his very expression.'' 

Such was the last effort of Mr. Henry's eloquence : the 

power of the noon-day sun was gone ; but its setting splen- 

.dours were not less beautiful and touching. After this 

speech, the polls were opened ; and he was elected by his 

usual commanding majority. 

His intention having been generally known f<M: some time 
before the period of the state elections^ the most formidable 
preparations were made to oppose him in the assembly. Mr. 
Madison, (the late president of the United States,) Mr. Giles 
of Amelia, Mr. Taylor of Caroline, Mr. Nicholas of Albemarle, 
and a host of young men of shining talents, firom every part 
of the state, were anayed in the adverse rank, and com- 
manded a decided majority in the house. But heaven in 
its mercy saved him from the unequal conflict. The disease 
which had been preying upon him for two years, now hasten- 
ed to its crisis ; and on the sixth day of June, 1799, this friend 
of liberty and of man was no more. 

Here let us pause. The storm of 1799, thank heaven ! 
has passed away ; and we again enjoy the cabn and sun- 
shine of d(xnestic jpeace. We are able, now, to see with 
other eyes, and to feel with &r different hearts. Who is there 
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Ihaly l6MSkg back upon the poirt wfaidi he boro in thoM 
eceneB, caasaydiftl Atf was at tio time goDty of any finikctf 
conduct, any error of opinion, or any vicious excoM of ftel- 
ing 7 The man who can say this, is dther very mueh to be 
pitied, or most exceedingly to be envied. But whatever tee 
may be disposed to say or to think of oinrsdvei^ there can 
be very little doubt, that that Being, who b the searcher of 
hearts, sees very much during that period, to be fergiven in 
us all. It would, indeed, be presumptuous in the extreme, 
amid the universal admission which is mad^ of the imperfec- 
tion of human nature, in the happiest circumstances, to con- 
tend for its infelHbility, while acting under the scourge of the 
most angry and vindictive passions. 

Let it be adnutted, then, that during the penod of which 
we are fi^ieakingy Mr. Henry w<is guilty df a political aber- 
ration ; but let all the peculiar circumstances of his case 
which have been ^lumerated, be taken into the account : 
and let it be iarth^ remembered, that if he did go astray, as 
the majority of the state believe, he strayed in company with 
the feither of his country — and where is the heart so cold 
and thankless, as to balance a mistake thus committed, 
against a long life of such solid, splendid, and glorious utih- 
ty? Certainly not in Virginia — ^and it is to Virginians only 
that this appeal is made* The sentiments now so univer- 
sally expressed in relation to Mr. Henry^ evince, that the 
age of party resentment has passed away, and that that of 
the noblest gratitude has taken its place. But let us return 
to our narrative. 

At the sesrion of the assembly immediately foUowing Mr. 
Henry's death, before the spirit of party had tiam to relent, 
and give way to that generous feeling of grateful veneratbn 
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for him, which now pervades the state, a federal member 
(tf the house moved the following resolution : 

'^ The general assemUy of Virginia, as a testimonial of 
their veneration for the character of their late illustrious 
fellow-citizen, Patrick Henry, whose unrivalled eloquence 
and superior talents were, in times of peculiar peril and dis- 
tress, so uniformly, so powerfully, and so successfully, de- 
voted to the cause of freedom, and of his country — and, in 
order to invite the present and future generations to an imi- 
tation of his virtues, and an emulation of his fame — 

" Resolved, That the executive be authmzed and request- 
ed, to procure a marble bust cS the said Patrick Henry, at 
the pubUc expense, and to cause the same to be placed in 
one of the niches of the hall of the house of delegates." 

Nothing could have been more unf<»rtunate for the success 
of this resolution, than the time at which it was brought for- 
ward, and the mover by whom it was offered. The time, as 
we have seen, was during that paroxysm of displeasure 
against Mr. Henry, which even his death, although it had 
abated, had not entirely allayed : and the mover was a gen- 
tleman who had himself been recently counted on the repub- 
lican ^ide of the house, and was now also smarting under 
the charge of apostacy. All the angry passions of the house 
immediately arose at such a prqxxdtion, from such a quarter. 
A republican member moved to lay the resolution on the 
table ; the gentleman who offered it, replied with warmth, 
that if it were so diq)osed o^ be would never call it up 
again. It was laid upon the table, and has been heard of no 
more. 

Thus lived, and thus died, the cdebrated Patrick Henry 
3F 35 
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0f Tfrj^iidk I Ik tti£A who jtttdy d^iierVQ^ 
the h%hest ornim^Mii liiid MbloA b6&dteCor8 of hb tusimr 
try. Had hia lot been cast in the republics of Greece or 
Rome, his mnHe would have been enitsOed by some iihmor- 
tti peti, among <iie expeUete of iyttttta and itxt diampioos 
of liberty : the proudest monuments of natioikid gf a^tude 
would hkre risdti to bk honouiT; and hattded down Itis me- 
mory to future generations. As it is, his fiirme, as yet, is left 
to rest upon traditbn, and on that short notiee whieh gene- 
ral history can take of him ; while no memorial, no «iab 
even, raised by the hand nf naJtiomd grUtitude^ poims us 
to his graiFe, or tells where skep die ashes of the patriot and 
the sage. May we not hope^ that this teproaoh tipon tte 
state will soon be wiped away, amd that ample atonMnetit 
will be made for our past neglect ? 



\ 



I • 



CONCLUSION. 



417 



CONCLUSION. 



Me. H£NAT, by his two marriages, was the fitther of fif- 
teen children. By his first wife he had six, cf whom two 
only survived him ; by his last, he had six sons and three 
daughters, all of whom, together with their moth^, were 
living at his death. 

He had been fortunate during the latter part of his life ; 
and, chiefly by the means of judicious purchases of lands, 
had left his family, large as it was, not (miy independent, 
but rich. 

In his habits of tiving, he was remarkably temperate and 
frugal. He seldom dmnk any thing but water ; and his 
table, though abundantly spread, was fumiidied only with 
the most simple viands. Necessity had imposed thosehabits 
upon him in the earlier part of his life; and use, as well as 
reason, now made them hm choice. 

His children were raised with little or no restraint He 

seems not to have thought very highly of early education. 

It is indeed probable, that his own success, which was attri^ 

butable almost entirely to the natural powers of his mind, 

had diminished the importance of an extensive education in 

his view. But although they were suffered to run wild for 

some years, and, indeed, committed to the sole guidance of 

nature, to a much later period than usual, yet they were 

finally all well educated ; and not only by the reflected worth 

of their &ther, but by their own merits, have always occu* 

pied a most respectable station in society. 
3G 
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Mr. Henry's converBotion was remarkaUy pure and chaste^ 
He never swore. He was never heard to take the name of 
his Maker in vain. He was a sincere Christian, though after 
a form of his own ; for he was never attached to any par- 
ticular religious society, and never, it is believed, communed 
with any church. A friend who visited him not long before 
his death, found him engaged in reading the Bible: ^' here," 
said he, holding it up, " is a t^k worth more than all 
the other books that were ever printed : yet it is my misfor- 
tune never to have found time to read it, with the proper 
attention and feeling, till lately. I trust in the mercy of 
heaven, that it is not yet too late." He was much pleased 
with Soame Jenyns' View of the internal evidences of the 
Christian religion ; so much so, that about the year 1790, 
he had an impression of it struck at his own expense, and 
distributed among the people. His other &vourite works on 
the subject w^e Dodridge's " Rise and Progress of Religion 
in the Soul," and Butler's " Analogy of Religion, Natural 
and Revealed." This latter work, he used at one period of 
his life to style, by way of pre-eminence, his Bible. The 
selection proves not only the piety of his temper, but the 
correctness of his taste, and his relish for profound and vi- 
gorous disquisition. 

His morals were strict. As a husband, a fether, a master, 
he had no superior. He was kind and hospitable to the 
stranger, and most friendly and accommodating to his neigh- 
bours. In his dealings with the world, he was faithful to 
his promise, and punctual in his contracts, to the utmost of 
his power. 

Yet we do not claim for him a total exemption from the 
Mures of humanity. Moral perfection is not the property 
of man. The love of money is said to have been one of 
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Mr. Henry's strongeBt passions. In his desire for accumula- 
tion, he was charged with wringing from the hands of his 
ctients, and more particularly those of the criminals whom 
he d^nded, fees rather too exorbitant. He was censured, 
too, for an attempt to locate' the shores of the Chesapeake, 
which had heretofore been used as a public common, al- 
though there was, at that time, no law of the state which 
protected them from location. In one of his earlier pur- 
chases of land, he was Uamed also for having availed himself 
of the existing laws of the state, in paying for it in the de- 
preciated paper currency of the country ; nor was he free 
from censure on account of some participation which he is 
said to have had in the profits of the Ya29oo trade. He was 
accused, too, of having been rather more vam of his wealth, 
tow^d the close of his life, than became a man so great in 
other reqpects. Let these things be admitted, and *^ let the 
man who is without feult cast the first stone." In mitiga 
tion of these charges, if they be true it ought to be considered 
that Mr. Henry had been, during the greater part of his life, 
intderably oppressed by poverty and all its distressing train 
of c(Hi8equences ; that the femily for which he had to pro- 
vide was very large ; and that the bar, although it has^been 
called the road to honour, was not in those dajrs the road to 
wealth. With these cimaiderations in view, charity may 
easily pardcm him for having considered only the legality 
of the means which housed to acquire an independence; 
and she can easily excuse him too, for having felt the suc- 
cess of his endeavours a little more sensibly than might 
have been becoming. He was certainly neither proud, nor 
hard-hearted, nor penurious: if he was either, there can be 
no reliance on human testimony ; which represents hkn as 
Jbeing, in his general intercourse with the world, not only ri* 
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l^y llOlle8^ biu one {rf ibe kindeet, f QBll^ 
geai of human beiagB. 

WMe ve>areaathis uofnttefid mifajeoKtf momlinq^ 
iectioo, the fid^y of biatary reqiiirei us to notioe flnother 
cfaaige againat Mc. Hmry. His paasion for ftme « aaid to 
have been too stMNS^ ; he was acousoS <tf a wkh to tniaiopo- 
lise the pubUc fitvour ; and wider the mfluimoe of tbii do- 
sire, to have Cdt no gfatificaticn in the risiiig fiuaaeof oeitain 
conspkuons charaoteiB ; to have isidiilgsedhiiKiaelf la iosridi- 
ous and unmerited lemarks upon theW) and to have been ai 
the bottom of a cabal against one of the most eminent If 
these things were so — alas ! poor human nature ! Itiscer- 
tain that these charges are vexy incc^isistent with his gene- 
ral character. So &r from being naturally envious, and dis- 
posed to ^e^ back modest merit, one of the finest traits in 
his character was, the parental tenderness with which he 
took by the hand every young man of merit, covered him 
lyith his sgis in the legialalure, and led him forward at the 
bar. In relation to his first great rival in doquence, Rich- 
ard Henry Lee, he not only did ample justice to him on evory 
occasioq, in public, but defended his fome m private, with aU 
the zeal of a tooths ; as is demonstrated by an original cor- 
respondence between those two eminent men, now in the 
hands of the author. Of Colonel Innis, his next great rival, 
he entertained, and unifomdy expressed, the most exaUed 
opinion ; and in the convention of 1788, as will be rooaem- 
bered, paid a compliment ix> his eloquence, at on^ so spfen- 
did, 80 happy, and so ju^ that it wiQ live for ever. The 
debates of that invention abound with the most unequivo- 
cal and ardent declarations of his reqwct, for the taients and 
virtues of the odier eminent ^gentlemen who were avmyed 
against bim--Mn Madison —Mr. Pendieton*->Mr. Randc^h^ 
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Even the justly great and overshadowing fame of Mr. Jeffer- 
son never extorted from him, in public at least, one invidious 
remark ; on the contrary, the name of that gentleman, who 
was then in Prance, having been introduced into the debates 
of the convention, for the purpose of borrowing the weight 
of his opinion, Mr. Henry spoke of him in the strongest and 
warmest terms, not only of admiration but of affection — 
styling him ^' our illustrimis fellow citizen^^ ^^our eniight- 
ened and worthy countryman^^ " our common' friend,^' 

The inordinate love of money and of fame are, certainly, 
base and degrading passions. They have sometin^es tar- 
nished characters otherwise the most bright ; but they will 
find no advocate or apologist in any virtuous bosom. In 
relation to Mr. Henry, however, we may be permitted to 
doubt whether the facts on which these censures (so incon- 
sistent with his general character) are grounded, have not 
been misconceived ; and whether so much of them as is 
really true, may not be fairly charged to the common ac- 
count of human imperfection. 

Mr. Henry's great intellectual defect was his indolence. 
To this it was owing, that he never possessed that admira- 
ble alertness and vigorous versatility of mind, which turns 
promptly to every thing, attends to every thing, ananges 
every thing, and by systeimatizing its operations, despatches 
each in its proper time, ahd place, and manner. To the 
same cause it is to be ascribed, that he never possessed that 
patient drudgery, and that ready, neat, copious, and mas- 
terly command of details, which forms so essential a part of 
the duties both of the statesman and the lawyer. Hence, 
too, he did not avail himself of the progress of science and 
literature, in his age. He had not, as he might have done, 

amassed those ample stores of various, useful, and curious 
36 
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koo^edge, which are so naturally expectad to be found in 
a great man. His library (of which an inventory haa been 
furnished to the author) was extremdy small \ composed 
not only of very few books, but those, too, commonly odd 
volumes. Of science and literature, he knew little or nothing 
more than was occasionally gleaned from conversation. It 
is not easy to conceive, what a mind like his might have 
achieved in either, or both of these walks, had it been poro- 
perly trained at first, or industriously occupied in those long 
intervals of leisure which he threw away. One thing, how- 
ever, may be safely pronounced ; that had that mind of 
Herculean strength been either so trained, or so occupied, he 
would have left behind him some written monument, com- 
pared with which, even statues and pillars would have been 
but the ephemerae of a day. But he seems to have been of 
Hobbes's opinion, who is repoited to have said of himself, 
" that if he had read as much as other men, he should have 
been as ignorant as they were."* Mr. Henry's book was 
the great volume of human nature. In this, he was more 
deeply read than any of his countrymen. He knew men 
thoroughly ; and hence arose his great power of persuasion.! 
His preference of this study, is manifested by the following 
incident : — ^he met once, in a book-store, with the late Mr, 
Ralph Wormley, who, although a great book-worm, was in* 
finitely more remarkable f<»r his ignorance of men, than Mr. 
Henry was for that of hooka—" What, Mr. Wormley," said 
he, « stiU buying books ?" « Yes," said Mr. Wormley, " I 
have just heard of a new work, which I am extremdy 

* Bayle: article Hobbes. 

t '* It is in vain," says the Chancellor D'A^esseau, " that the orator 
flatten himseif with having the talent to persuade men, if he has not 
acqioired thatofkoDwiog them." Difloooiae i pw l. 



Wildiftiiii^ to peFti06.^ " Take my wotd fer it," said he, << Mr. 
WitMionley) t^e €ire f^ old i0 read hooks : reed ^n^— they 
am the only volume that we ean peruse to advantage." But 
Mr. Henry might have perused both, with infinite advantage, 
not only to hinself, but U> his country, and to the vnsM ; 
and that he did not do it, may, it is believed, be fidrly as- 
cribed, rather to the indolence of his temper, than the delibe- 
rate decision of his judgment. 

Judge Winston says, that " he was, throughout life, ne- 
gligent of his dress : but this, it is apprehended, applied ra- 
ther to his habits in the country, than to his appearance in 
public. At the bar of the general court, he always appeared 
in a fall suit of black cloth, .or velvet, and a tie wig, which 
was dressed and powdered in the highest style of forensic 
fashion ; in the winter season, too, according to the costume ef 
the day, he wore over his other apparel an ample cloak of sear- 
let cloth ; and thus attired, made a figure bordering on gran- 
deur. While he filled the executive chair, he is said to have 
been justly attentive to his dress and appearance*, ^^not 
being disposed to afibrd the occasion of humiliating compari- 
sons between the past and present government." 

He had long since, too, laid aside the offensive rusticity of 
his juvenile manners. His manners, indeed, were still unos- 
tentatious, frank, and simple ; but they had all that natural 
ease and unaffected gracefulness, which distinguish the cir- 
cles of the polite and well bred. On occasions, too, where 
state and ceremony were expected, there was no man who 
could act better his part. I have had a description of Mr. 
Henry, entering, in the full dress which I have mentionec^ 
the hall of the delegates, at whose bar he was about to appear 
as an advocate, and saluting the house, all around, with a 
dignity and even majesty, that would have done honour to 
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the moot polished courtier ia Europe. This, however, was 
only OQ extraordinary oocanons, when such a depcnrtment 
was expected, and was properly in its place. In gene- 
ral, his manners were those of the plain Virginian gentle- 
man-*-kind — open — candid — and conciliating — ^warm with- 
out insincerity, and polite without pomp — neither chilling by 
his reserve, nor &tiguing by his loquacity — but adapting 
himself, without an effort, to the character of his company. 
" He would be pleased and cheerful," says a correspondent, 
'' with persons of any class or condition, vicious and aban- 
doned persons only excepted ; he preferred those of character 
and, talents, but would be amused with any who could con- 
tribute to his amusement." He had himself a vein of plea- 
santry, which was extremely amusing, without detracting 
from his dignity. His companions, although perfectly at 
their ease with him, were never known to treat him with 
degrading familiarities. Their love and their respect for him 
equally forbade it. Nor had they any dread of an assault 
upon their feelings ; for there was nothing cruel in his wit. 
The tomahawk and scalping-knife were no part of his collo- 
quial apparatus. He felt no pleasure in seeing the victim 
writhe under his stroke. The benignity of his spirit could 
not have borne such a sight without torture. He found him- 
self happiest in communicating happiness to others. His con- 
versation was instructive and delightful ; stately where it 
should be so, but in general, easy, familiar, sprightly and 
entertaining ; always, however, good humoured, and calcu- 
lated to amuse without wounding. 

As a specimen of this light and good-natured pleasantry, 
Ithe following anecdote has been furnished. Mr. Henry, to- 
gether with Mr. Richard H. Lee, and several other conspi- 
cuous members of the assembly, were invited to pass the even- 
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ihg and fiigbc at the house of Vb. E&mxmd Ratidoltih, ih 
(^ tieigUboarhood of Ricbmood. Mr. Loe, who wa^ as 
fetfifilaiit Uttd copious in conversatioii as in debate, had amttsed 
the company to a very late hour, by descanting <m the genins 
of Cervantes, particidar!y as exhibited in his chtf (Fcmvre, 
Don Clui^i^ote. The dissertation had been continued rather 
too long: the company began to yawn, when Mr. Henry, 
who had observed it, atthough Mr. Lee had not, rose slowly 
from his chair, and remarked as he walked across the room, 
that Don Quixote was certainly a most excellent" work, and 
most skilftrny adapted to the purpose of the author : " but,'* 
said he, ^ Mr. Lee, (stopping before him, with a most signifi- 
cant archness of look,) you have overlooked, in your eulogy, 
one of the finest things in the book." " What is that 7^ 
asked Mr. Lee. " It is,'^ said Mr. Henry, « that divine ex- 
clameEdon of Sancho) ' Messed be the man that first invented 
sleep : it covers one all over^ like a cloak,^ " Mr. Lee took 
the hint ; and the company broke up in good humour. 

His quick and true discernment of characters, and hb 
prescience of political events, were very much admired. The 
following examples of each, have been furnished by Mr. 

Pope: 

Mr. Gallatin came to Virginia when a very young man : 
he was obscure and unknown, and spoke the English lan- 
guage so badly, that it was with difficulty he coiidd be un- 
derstood. He was engaged in some agency which made it 
necessary to present a petition to the assembly, and endea- 
voured to interest the leading members in its fiite, by attempt- 
ing to explain, out of doors, its merits and justice. But they 
could not understand him well enough to feel any interest 
either for him or his petition. In this hopeless condition he 

waited on Mr. Henrv, and soon felt that he was in different 
3H 36 
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hands. Mr. Henry, on his part, was so delighted with the 
interview, that he spoke of Mr. Gallatin every where in mp- 
tures — '^ he declared him, without hesitation or doubt, to be 
the most sensible and best informed man he had ever con- 
versed with — he is to be sure^^^ said he, '^ a most astonish- 
ing man /" The reader well knows how eminently Mr. 
Gallatin has since fulfilled this character ; and considering 
the very disadvantageous circumstances under which he was 
seen by Mr. Henry, it is certainly a striking proof of the su- 
perior sagacity of the observer. 

In relation to his political foresight, the following anecdote 
is in Mr. Pope's own words : " In the year 1 798, after Buo- 
naparte had annihilated five Austrian armies, and, flushed 
with victory, was carrying away every thing before him, I 
heard Mr. Henry in a public company, observe, (shaking his 
head after his impressive manner) — It won't all do! the 
present generation in France is so debased by a long despo- 
tism, they possess so few of the virtues that constitute the 
life and soul of repubUcanism, that they are incapable of 
forming a correct and just estimate of rationed liberty. Their 
revolution will terminate differeiitly firom what you expect— 
their state of anarchy will be succeeded by despotism ; and 
I should not be surprised, if the verym,an at whose victories 
you now rejoice, should, Caesar-like, subvert the liberties of 
his country. All who know me," continued Mr. Henry, 
" know that I am a firm advocate for liberty and republi- 
canism : I believe I have given som^ evidences of this. I 
wish it may not be so, but X am afraid the event will justify 
this prediction." . 

The following is the fullest description which the author 
has been able to procure of Mr. Henry's person. He was 
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nearly six feet high; epsure, and what may be called raw- 
boned, with a slight stoop of the shoulders — ^his comfdezion 
was dark, sun-burnt, and sallow, without any appearance of 
blood in his cheeks — his countenance grave, thoughtful, 
penetrating, and strongly marked with the lineaments of 
deep reflection — the earnestness of his manner, united with 
an habitual contraction or knitting of his brows, and those 
lines of thought with which his &ce was profusely furrowed, 
gave to his countenance, at some times, the appearance of 
severity — yet such was the power which he had over its ex- 
pression, that he could shake off from it in an instant, all 
the sternness of winter, and robe it in the brightest smiles 
of spring. His forehead was high and straight ; yet form- 
ing a sufficient angle with the lower part of his face — his 
nose somewhat of the Roman stamp, though like that which 
we see in the bust of Cicero, it was rather long, than re- 
markable for its Caesarean form — of the colour of his eyeis, 
the accounts are almost as various as those which we have 
of the colour of the chameleon — they are said to have been 
blue, gray, what Lavater caUs green, hazel, brown, and 
black — the fact seems to have been that they were of a blu- 
ish gray, not large ; and being deeply fixed in his head, 
overhung by dark, long, and full eye-brows, and farther 
shaded by lashes that were both long and black, their appa- 
rent colour was as variable as the lights in which they were 
seen — but all concur in saying that they were, unqestionably, 
the finest feature in his face — brilliant — fiill o& spirit, and 
capable of the most rapidly-shifting and powerful express 
sion — at one time piercing and terrible as those «f Mars, and 
then again soft and tender as those of pity herself—his 
cheeks were hollow — ^his chin long, but well formed, and 
rounded at the end, so as to form a proper count^^rt to the 
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upper part of hm ftce. '' I find it difficult," says the oor- 
respcMideiit ftom whom I have bonowed this portrait, ^%o 
describe bk mouth ; in whichr there was nothing remarka- 
ble, except when about to express a modest dissent from 
some opinion oa which he was commenting — he then 
had a sort of half smile, in which the want of conviction 
was perhaps more strongly expressed, than the satirical 
emotion, which probaUy prompted it. His manner and ad- 
dress to the court and jury might be deemed the excess of 
humility, diffidence, and modesty : If, as rarely happened, 
he had occasion to answer any remark from the bench, it 
was impossible for meekness herself to assume a manner 
less presumptuous — but in the smile of which I have been 
speaking, you might anticipate the want of conviction, ex- 
pressed in his answer, at the moment that he submitted to 
the superior toisdom of the court, with a grace that would 
have done honour to Westminster hall. In his reply to coun- 
sel, his remarks cm the evidence, and on the conduct of the 
parties, he preserved the same distinguished deference and 
politeness, still accompanied however by the never-failing 
index of this sceptical smile, where the occamon prcHnpt- 
ed.'^ In shiNl, hi& features were manly, bold, and well pro- 
portioned, full of intelligence, and adapting themselves intu- 
itivety to every sentim^it of his mind, and every feeling of 
his heart His voice was not remarkable for its sweetness ; 
but it was firm, of frdl volume, and rather melodious than 
otherwise. Its charms consisted in the mellowness and ful- 
ness of its note, the ease and variety of its inflections, the 
distinctness of its articulation, the fine effect of its emphasis, 
the felicity with which it attuned itself to every emotion, and 
tlie vast QNnpaK which enabled it to range through the whole 
empire o^ hmnaa paanion, from the deep and tragic laif 
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whisper of horror, to the wiUtest exclamation of overwhdbn- 
ing rage. In mild persuaaicm, it was as soft and gentle as 
the ;zephyr of spring; while in rousing his countrymen, to 
arms, the winter storm that roars along the troubled Baltic, 
was not more awfully sublime. It was at all times perfectly 
under his command ; or rather, indeed, it seemed to com- 
mand itself, and to modulate its notes, most happily to the 
sentiment he was uttering. It liever exceeded, or fell short 
of the occasion. There was none of that long-continued and 
deafening vociferation, which always takes, place when an 
ardent speaker has lost possession of himself — no monoto- 
nous clangour, no discordant shrink. Without being strain- 
ed, it had that body and enunciation which filled the most 
distant ear, without distressing those which were nearest 
him : hence it never became cracked or hoarse, even in his 
longest speeches, but retained to the last all its clearness and 
fulness of intonation, all the deUcacy of its inflection, all 
the charms of its emphasis, and enchanting variety of its 
cadence. 

His delivery was perfectly natural and well timed. It has 
indeed been said, that, on his first rising, there was a species 
of sub'Cantus very observable by a stranger, and rather dis- 
agreeable to him ; but that in a veiy few moments even this 
itself became agreeable, and seemed, indeed, indispensably to 
the full effect of his peculiar diction and conceptions. In 
point of time, he was very happy : there was no slow and 
heavy dragging, no quaint and measured drawling, with 
equidistant pace, no stumbling and floundering among the 
fractured members of deranged and broken periods, no un-^ 
dignified hurry and trepidation, no recalling and recasting of 
sentences as he went along, no retraction of one word and 

substitution of another not better, and none of those affected 

36* 



480 WIMVLUnior 



w 



tenHsof almcMt kMurtkuUte ia^ietiioacy, whieh betmy tlie 
Aelorieiaii mther than disfday the orator. On the contrary, 
ever eetf<^ected) ddiberate and dignified, he seemed 4o 
hare locdced through the whc^e period before he commenced 
its delivery ; and hence his delivery was smooth, and firm, 
and well accented; riow enough to take along with hknthe 
dullest bearer, and yet so commanding, that the quick had 
neither the power nor the disposition to get the start of him. 
Thus be gave to every thought its fiill and apprq>riate force ; 
and to every image aU its radiance and beauty. 

No speaker ever understood better than Mr. Henry, the 
true use and power of the pause : and no one ever prac- 
tised it with happier effect. His pauses were never resorted 
to for the purpose of investing an insignificant thought with 
fidse importance ; much less were they ever resorted to as a 
fmesse^ to gain time for thinking. The hearer was never 
disposed to ask, ^ why that pause ?" nor to measure its 
duration by a reference to his watch. On the ccntrary, it 
always came at the very moment, when he would himself 
have wished it, in cMrder to weigh the striking and important 
thought which had just been uttered ; and the interval was 
always filled by the speaker with a matchless energy of look, 
which drove the thought home through the mind and through 
the heart. 

His gesture, and this varying {day of his features and voice, 
were so excellent, so exquisite, that many have referred his 
power as an omtor principally to that cause ; yet this was all 
his own, and his gesture, particularly, of so peculiar a cast, 
that it is said it would have become no other man. I do not 
learn that it was very abundant ; for there was no trash 
about it ; none of those false motions to which undisciplined 
speakers are so genemlly addicted ; no chopping nor sawing 
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of the air ; no thumping of the bar 4o .express an earnest- 
ness, which was much nKnre powerfully, as well as more ele- 
gantly expressed by his eye and his countenance. When- 
ever he moved his arm, or his hand, or even his fingnr, or 
changed the position of his body, it was always to siHne pur- 
pose ; nothing was. inefficient ; every thing told ; every ges- 
ture, every attitude, every look, was ^^phatic ; afl wa» ani- 
mation, energy, and dignity. Its great advantage cpnasted 
in thi&— that various, bold, and original as it was, it never 
appeared to be studied, affected, or theatrical, or " to over- 
step," in the smallest degree, " the modesty of nature ;" for 
he never made a gesture, or assumed an attitude, which did 
not seem imperiously demanded by the occasion. Every 
look, every motion, every pause, every start, was completely 
filled and dilated by the thought which be was uttering, and 
seemed indeed to form a part of the thought itsdf. His ac< 
tion, however strong, was never vehement. He was never 
seen rushing forward, shoulder foremost, fury in his counte- 
nance, and frenzy in his voice, as if to overturn the bar, and 
charge his audience sword in hand. His judgment was ioo 
manly and too dolid, and his taste too true, to permit him to 
indulge in any such extravagance. His good sense and his 
sdf-possession never deserted him. In the loudest stprm of 
declamation, in the fiercest blaze of passion, there was a dig • 
nity and temperance which gave it seeming. He had the 
rare faculty of imparting to his hearers all the excess of his 
own feelings, and all the violence and tumult of his emo* 
tions, all the dauntless spirit of his resolution, and all the 
enei^ of his soul, without any sacrifice of his own personal 
dignity, and without treating his hearers otherwise than as 
rational beings. He was not the orator of a day; and there- 
fore sought not to bu9d his fame on the sandy basis of a 



i 



432 WISPS UFE OP 

£ilse taste, fostered, if not created, by himself. He spoke 
for immortality ; and therefore raised the pillars of his glory 
on the only solid foundation — the rock of nature. 

So much has been already said, incidentally, of his attain- 
ments, and the character of his mind, both as a statesman 
and an orator, that little remains to be added in a general 
way. As a statesman, the quality which stiikes us most is 
his politiccd intrepidity : and yet it has sometimes been ob- 
jected to him, that he waited on every occasion, to see which 
way the popular current was sitting, when he would artfully 
throw himself into it, and seem to guide its course. Nothing- 
can be more incorirect : it would be easy to multiply proofs to 
refute the charge ; — ^but I shall content myself with a few 
which are of general notoriety. 

1. The American revolution is universally admitted to 
have begun in the upper circles of society. It turned on 
principles too remote and abstruse for vulgar apprehension or 
consideration. Had it depended on the unenlightened mass 
of the community, no doubt can be entertained at this day, 
that the tax imposed by parliament would have been paid 
without a question. Since, then, the upper circle of society 
did not take its impulse from the people, the only remaining 
inquiry is, who gave the revolutionary impulse to that circle 
itself? It was unquestionably Patrick Henry. This is af- ' 
firmed by Mr. Jefferson ; it is demonstrated by the resistance 
given to Mr. Henry's measures, by those who were afterward * 
the staunchest friends of the revolution; it is &rther proved, 
by'the sentiment before noticed, with which Doctpr Franklin 
(who was then considered as the first American statesman) 
dismissed Mr. Ingersoll,on his departure from London; a sen- 
timent, which evinces beyond doubt, that .Doctor Franklin 
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coEkdidered resbtance to the Britkh power to be, at that dme, 
pr emaifcure ; and finally,, this honour is assigned to Mr. Henry, 
I peroetve, by a late interesting historian of Massachusetts, 
the only state which has ever pretended to dispute the palm 
with Tirginia.* On this great occasion, then, it is manifest, 
that he did not wait for the pq>ular current ; but on the con- 
trary» that it w&s he abne, who. by his single power moved 
the mighty mass of stagnant waters, and changed the silent 
lake into a roaring torrent. When it is remembered too, that 
he was then young and obscure, and of course without per- 
sonal influence — that this step was the result of his own 
solitary reflection, and that he was perfectly aware of the 
personal danger which must attend it — ^we can require 
nothing iieuther to satisfy us, that he w€is a bold, original, 
independent politician, who thought for himself, and pursued 
the dictates of his own judgment, wholly regardless of personal 
consequences. 

* The historian to whom I allude, is Mrs. Mercy Warren, who is said 
to b^.the widow of the celebrated Goi. Warren, the hero of Bunker's 
HilL These are her words :—" The house of Burgesses of Virginia 
was the first who formally resolved against the encroachments of 
power, and the unwarrantable designs of the British parliament The 
novelty of their procedure, and the boldness of spirit that marked the 
resolutions of that assembly, at once astonished and disconcerted the 
officers of the crown, and the supporters of the measures of adminis- 
tration. These resolutions were usherd into the house on the thirtieth 
of May^ one thousand seven hmidred and sixty-five, by Patrick Henry 
Esq. a young gentleman of thelaw, till then unknown in political life. 
He was- a mem possessed of strong powers, much professional know- 
ledge and of such abilities as qualified him for the exigencies of the 
day. Fearless of the cry of treason, echoed against him from several 
quarters, he justified the measure and supported the resolves, in a 
speech that did honour both to his imderatanding and his piettridtistQ," 
&c Mas. Wabren's Bistary of iM American RecoLutUm, vol. i 
p* 28. 
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2. Again, in the spring of 1776, that upper circle, whkh 
still headed the revolution, were disposed to accpiiesce in the 
plunder of the magazine, and exerted th^ utmost eBorts to 
allay the ferment which it had exoted. They had, in fisct, 
succeeded; and the people were every where composed, save 
within the immediate sphere of Mr. Henry's influence. The 
reader has already seen, that it was he who on that occasion 
excited the people, not who was excited by them ; that he 
put them into motion, and avowed to his confidential Mends, 
at the time, the motives of pdicy by which he was actuated ; 
that he placed himself at the head of an armed band, which 
he had himself convened for the purpose ; and in ipite of the 
entreaties and supplications of the patriots at Williamsburg, 
and in defiance of the threats of Dunmore and his myrmi* 
dons, pressed firmly and intrepidly on, until the object of his 
expedition was completely obtained. 

3. So also in the state convention, the same year, thedd 
patriotic leaders were disposed still to rely on the efficacy of 
petitions, memorials, and remonstrances ; it was Mr. Henry 
who proposed, and in spite of their opposition (which was of 
so strenuous and serious a character, that one of them in 
making it, is said to have shed tears most profiisely) carried 
the bold measure of arming the militia. This was not dic- 
tated by the people. The fact was, that at that dayj the 
people placed themselves in the hands of ihm more enlight- 
eaed friends; they never ventured td prescribe either the 
lime, the manner, or the meastire of resistance ; and there 
can be no room &r a candid doubt that, but for the bold 
spirit and overpowermg eloquence of Patrick Henry, ihd 
people would have lolloped the pacific counsels of Mr. Ran- 
dolph, Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Pendleton, Mr. Wyihe, and other. 
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men of acknowledged talents and virtue. It was Mr. Henry, 
therefore, who led both the people and dieir former leaders. 
The latter, indeed, come on so reluctantly at first ^ that they 
may be said to have been rather dragged along than led ; 
they did come, however, and acquiring warmth by their 
motion, made ample amends thereafter for their early hesi- 
tation.* 

4. About the close of the war, again, when he proposed 
to permit the return of that obnoxious class of men called 
British refugees and Scotch taries, did he follow the popu- 
lar current? So far from it, that he stemmed the current, 
and turned back its course, by the power of his resistance. 

5. So in the case of the federal constitution, whither did 
the current of the American people tend 7 Most certainly to 
its adoption ; yet Mr. Henry, to use his own language, 
" with manly firmness, and in spite of an erring world," 



* The author has no intention, by these remarks, to impair in the 
smaliest degiee, the weUreamed reputation of those veteran states- 
men. They had commenced the opposition to the stamp act, and the 
other obnoxious acts of the British parliament, before Mr. Henry made 
his appearance as a politician ; they haxi commenced it too, on the 
same grounds, and would, probably, at some later period, have been 
wrought up by their own i»*incip]es and feelings^ to a forcible resistance 
to those measures. But the statements in the text are unquestionably 
correct ; t?iey did not approve of the immediate application of force; 
Mr. Henry^ policy was condemned by them as ra6h and precipitate. 
The author is in pcnesnon d an original letter from one of these 
statesmen, in which Mr. Henry is expressly and directly accused of 
having precipitated the revolution, against the judgment of the older 
and cooler patriots. " Events, however," as we have seen, " favoured 
the boUier measures of Mr. Henry," and proved his policy to be the 
best. 
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with the reverad Washington too at their head, opposed its 

4 

adoption with all the powers of his eloquence. 

The truth seems to IJe, that this charge is only a ran- 
ation of that conveyed by the q>pr6bri0us epithets of dema- 
gogue and factious tribune, which we have seen that his 
rivals long since sought to fasten upon him ; and there can 
be little doubt, that it proceeded from the writhings and con- 
tortions of the same agonized envy. That a poor young 
man, issuing from his native woods, unknown, unfriended, 
and comparatively unlettered, shoidd have been able, by the 
mere force of unassisted nature, to break to pieces the strong 
political confederacy which then ruled the country, to anni- 
hilate all the arts emd finesse of parUamentary intrigue ; to 
eclipse, by his sagacity, the experience of age ; and, by the 
sole strength of his native genius^ to throw into the shade all 
the hard-earned attainments of literature and science, was 
entirely too humiliating to be borne in silence. It was neces- 
sary, therefore, to resort to some solution of this •phenomenon, 
which should at once reduce the honours of this plebeian up- 
start, and soothe the wounded feelings of those whose pride 
he had brought down. Hence it became fashionable, in the 
higher circles, to speak of Mr. Henry as a desigfiing dema- 
gogue, a factious tribune who carried his points, not by 
&ir and open debate, but by violent and inflammatory ap- 
peals to the worst passions of the multitude ; and who fre- 
quently gave himself the air of leading the people, when in 
truth, he was merely following their own blind lead. , This 
cant has had its day, and its propagators. Truth has set 
the subject to rights. Mr. Henry is alleged, by those who 
had the best opportunities of knowing him, to have been not 
inferior, either in public or in private virtue, to any patriot of 
the revolution ; and he was confessedly superior to them all, 
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m tliat QombiMtiM of boM, bardy, advoaturous, fi{^<Ud» 
and 9^id qoaUficatioos, which are so peculiarly fitted to re* 
volutioiiary tinaeB* 

" He left," says Judge Winston^ " no manuscrii^." This 
was to have been expected. We have seen that he coi|ld 
not bear the kdbour of writi&g ; nor, indeed, of Hm Umg con* 
tinuod, coherent, and methodical thinking, without which no 
successful composition, of any extent, can be produced. He 
thought, indeed, a great deal ; but his thinking was too de- 
sultory and irregular to take the form of composition. His 
mind had never been disciplined to wait upon his pen — ^it 
still moved on — ^and its prismatic beauties were as evanes- 
cent as they were beautiful. His imagination " bodied forth 
the forms of things much more rapidly, than his unpractised 
pen coukl "turn them to shapes f and it is not improbable, 
that his own observation of the difference between the vigour 
with which he thought, and the comparative decrepitude 
with which he wrote, disgusted him with his first attempts, ' 
and prevented their repetition. 

Yet this Mbit which he had of thinking for himself, and 
looking directly at «very subject, with the natural eyes of hia 
undea^tanding, without using what has been called the spec 
tacles of bookSy was perhaps of advantage to him, both as a 
statesman and an orator : as a statesman, it possibly exempt* 
ed him from that common error of scientific theorists, of 
forcing resemblances between the present and some past his- 
toiical era, and acconunodating their measures to this ima- 
ginary identity ; by his mode of considering subjects, no 
circumstance was either sunk, or magnified, or distorted, in 
order to bend the case to a fondful hypothesis ; nor,in deciding 
what was proper to be done in America, did be look to see 
what had been found expedient at Athens or Rome. On 
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the contrary, knowing well the people with wbom he had to 
deal, of what they were capable, and what was. necessary 
to their happiness, how much they could bear, and how much 
achieve, and looking immediately at the subject, (whatever 
it -might be,) with that piercing vision, that solid judgment 
and ready resource, which characterized his mind — ^he seem- 
ed to seize, in every case, rather ^'luckily than laboriously/^ 
the course which of all others was surest of success. In 
short, this haUt made him an original, sound, and practical 
statesman, instead of being a learned, dreaming, and vision- 
ary theorist. Not that Mr. Henry was deficient in historical 
knowledge ; he had enough of it for all the useful pupoees 
either of analogy or illustration ; but he never permitted it 
to intercept his proper view of the subject, or to take the lead 
in suggesting what was fit to be done. This he chose ra- 
ther to derive from the nature of the case itself, and the 
character of the people among whom that case occurred. 
> This habit of relying more on his own meditations than 
on books, was also, perhaps, of service to him as an (H*ator : 
for by this course, he avoided the beaten paths and roads of 
thought ; and instead of exhibiting in his speeches old ideas 
newly vamped up, and ancient beauties tricked off in 
modem tinsel, his arguments, sentiments, and figures, had 
all that freshness and novdty which are so universally cap^ 
tivating. 

In what did his peculiar excellence as an oratcN' consist ? 
in what consisted that unrivalled power of speaking, which 
all who ever heard him admit him to have possessed ? The 
reader is already apprized, that the author of these sketches 
never had the advantage of hearing Mr. Henry, and that no 
entire speech of his was ever extant, either in print or wri- 
ting : hence, there are no materials for minute and exad 
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analysis. The inquiry, however, is natural, and has been 
directed, without success, to many^of the most discriminating 
of Mr. Henry's admirers. Their answers are as various as 
the complexion of their own characters ; each preferring that 
property from which he had himself derived the most enjoy* 
ment. Some ascribe his excellence wholly to his manner : 
others, in great part, to the originality and soundness of his 
matter. And among the admirers, in both classes, there are 
not two who concur in assigning the pre-eminence to the 
same quality. Of his matter, one wiU admire the plainness 
and' strength of his reasoning; another, the concentrated 
spirit of his aphorisms ; a third, his wit ; a fourth, his pathos ; 
a fifth, the intrinsic beauty of his imagination : so in regard 
to his manner, one will place his excellence in his articula- 
tion and emphasis ; a second, in the magic power with which 
he infused the tones of his voice into the nerves of his hearers, 
and rivetted their attention. The truth, therefore, probably 
is, that it was not in any single charm, either of matter or 
manner, that we are to look for the secret of his power ; but 
that, like Pope's definition of beauty, it was " the joint force 
and full result of all." 

If, however, we are to consider as really and entirely his, 
those speeches which have been already given in his name 
to the public, or are now prepared for them, there can be no 
difficulty in deciding, that his power must haj^e consisted 
principaHy in his deHvery. We know what extraordinary 
effects have been produced by the mere manner of an orator, 
without any uncominon weight or worth of matter.* We 
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Friar JNami, a caimclun, was so remarkable for his eloquence^ 
that his hearers, after a sermon, cried out mercy in the streets, as he 
paised home : and thirty bishops, starting up under a discourse, hur^ 
ried home to theit- respective diopo^: yet when his sermoDs came tc). 
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hftVB the amhority, however, of thoee who heard the idenlical 
speeches now professed to be given as his, for declaring, thai 
they are an extremely imperfect rqnresentation of them ; 
and their ability to correct them so frequently from memory, 
estaUishes the fact, that it was not the charm of ddivery 
merely, which constituted the difference between the report 
and the original This is not the only instance in which 
a great orator has been injured, by imperfect attempts to 
represent him : for (to say nothing of those modem proofe, 
which will easily occur to the reader) we are told, that the 
great Pericles himself met with a similar fete.* Candour 
and justice, however, require us to repeat, that Mr. Robert- 
son's reports are unquestionable, in point of good feith ; and 
that they are highly valuable, on account of the accuracy 
and fidelity with which they are believed to have preserved 
the substance of the debates. It is with extreme regret that 
the author has made a single comment to their disadvantage; 
but justice to Mr. Henry has made it indispensable. 

The basis of Mr. Henry's intellectual character was strong 
natural sense. His knowledge of human nature was, as 
we have seen, consummate. His wisdom was that of obser- 
vation, rather than of reading. His fancy, although suffi- 
ciently pregnant to furnish supplies for the occasion, was not 

be published, they wm« thought to be unworthy of his reputation ; 
which shows how much depends on action ; and how correct the say- 
mg of Demosthenes was on that subject." Batle. Article Nami. 

* " Some harani^es of Pericles were still extant in duintilian's 
time ; but thsK lea Med rhetorician, finding them disproportioned to the 
high reputatSJQ of this great man, api»oved the opinion of those who 
looked upon them as a supposititious work. An indilierent harangue, 
however, being recited by an excellent orator, may charm the hearan. 
AcHon is almost a/2."— Batle. Article Peridea 
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80 exuberant as to oppress him with its productions. He was 
never guilty of the &ult, with which Corinna is said to have 
reproached, her rival Pindar, of pouring his vase of flowers 
all at once upon the ground ; on the contrary, their beauty 
and their excellence were fully observed, from their rarity, 
and the happiness with which they were distributed through 
his speeches. His feellings were strong, yet completely under 
his command ; they rose up to the occasion, but were never 
suffered to overflow it ; his language was often carel^s, 
sometimes incorrect *, yet upon the whole it was pure and 
perspicuous, giving out his thoughts in full and clear propor- 
tion ; free from affectation, and frequently beautiful; strong 
without effort, and adapted to the occasion; nervous in argu- 
iQent, burning in passion, and capable of matching the lof- 
tiest flights of his genius. 

It may perhaps assist the reader's conception of Mr. Hen- 
ry's peculiar cast of eloquence, to state the points in which 
he differed from some other orators. Those which distin- 
guished him from Mr. Lee have b€en already exhibited. 
Colonel Innis' manner was also very different. His habitual 
indolence followed him into debate ; he generally contented 
himself with a single view of his subject ; but that was 
given with irresistible power. His eloquence was inde gjLa 
mighty and a roaring torrent; it had not, however, that pro- 
perty "^rf^BOfac^s^strea^ et labetur^ in omne mlu- 
bills cBvum — on the contrary, it commonly ran by in half 
an hour. But it bore a striking resemblance to the eloquence 
of Lord Chatham; it was a short but bold and most terrible 
assault — a vehement, impetuojis and overwhelm ing burst-— 
a magnifi cent meteor, which shot majestically acfc^^e 
Elevens, from pc^e to pole, and straight expired in a glorious 
blaze. 

3K 
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Mr. Henry, on the contrary, however indolent in hi» gene- 
ral life, was never so in debate, 'where the occasion called for 
exertion. He rose against the pressure, with the most un- 
conquerable perseverance. He held his subject up in every 
light in which it could be placed; yet always with so much 
power, and so much beauty, as never to weary his audience, 
but on the contrary to delight them. He had more art than 
Col. Innis : he appealed to every motive of interest — surged 
every argument that could convince — pressed every theme 
of persuasion — awakened every feeling, and roused every 
passion to his aid. He had more variety, too, in his manner: 
sometimes he was very little above the tone of conversation ; 
at others, in the highest strain of epic sublimity. His course 
was of longer continuance — his flights better sustained, and 
more diversified, both in their direction and velocity. He 
rose like the thund«r-bearer of Jove, when he mounts on 
strong and untiring wing, to sport in fearless majesty over 
the troubled deep— now sweepin^in immense and rapid cir- 
cles — then suddenly arresting his grand career, and hover- 
ing aloft in tremulous and terrible suspense — at one instant, 
plunged amid the foaming waves — at the next, reascending 
on high, to play undaunted among the lightnings of heaven, 
or soar toward the sun. 

He diflered, too, from those orators of Great Britain, with 
whom we have become acquainted by their printed speeches. 
He had not the close method, and high polish of those of 
England ; nor the exuberant imageiy which distinguishes 
those of Ireland. On the contrary, he was loose, irregular, de- 
sultory — sometimes rough and abrupt— careless in connect- 
ing the parts of his discourse, but grasping whatever he 
touched with gigantic strength. In short, he was the Ora- 
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TOR OF Nature ; and such a one as nature might not blush 

to avow. 

If the reader shall still demand how he acquired those 
wonderful powers of speaking which have been assigned to 
him, we can only answer, with Gray, that they were the 
gift of heaven — ^the birthright of genius. 

" Thine too, these keys, immortal boy I 
Thi8 can unlock the gates of joy ; 
Of horror, that, and thrilling fears, 
Or ope the sacred source of sympathetic tears." 

It has been said of Mr. Henry,* with inimitable felicity, 
that '^ he was Shakspeare and Garrick combined !'^ 
Let the reader then imagine the wonderful talents of those 
two men united in the same individual, and transferred from 
scenes of fiction, to the business of real life, and he will 
have formed some conception of the eloquence of Patrick" 
Henry. In a word, he was one of those perfect prodigies of 
nature, of whom very few have been produced since the 
foundations of the earth were laid ; and of him may it be 
said, as truly as of any one that ever existed, 

" He was a man, take him for allin all, 
We ru?er ahaU look upon his Wee again.^ 

*By Mr. John Randolph, of Roanoke. 



THE END. 
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Note A. 



It appears by the journal of the House of Burgesses, of the 
14th November, 1764, (page 38,) that a committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up the following address, memorial, aad re- 
monstrance; which committee was composed of the following 
persons, to wit: Mr. Attorney (Peyton Randolph,) Mr, Richard 
Henry Lee, Mr. Landon Carter, Mr. Wjrthe, Mr. Edmund Pen- 
dleton, Mr. Benjamin Harrison, Mr. Cary and Mr. Fleming: 
to whom, afterward, Mr. Bland was added. The address to 
the king is from the pen of the Attorney.* 

" To the, Kin^s mo$t excellent Majesty!^ 

'< Most gracious sovereign, 

" We^ your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Council 
and Burgesses of your ancient colony and dominion of Virgi-^ 
niaj now met in general assembly, beg leave to assure your ma- 
jesty of our firm and inviolable attachment to your sacred per- 
son and government ; and as your faithful subjects, here have 
at all times been zealous to demonstrate this truth, by a ready 
compliance with the royal requisitions during the late war, by 
which a heavy and oppressive debt of near half a million hath 
been incurred, so at this time they implore permission to ap- 
proach* the throne with humble confidence, and to entreat that 
your majesty will be graciously pleased to protect your people 

* On the authority of Mr. JeiTeraon. 
3K 37* 
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of this colony in the enjoyment of their ancient and inestimable 
right of being governed by such lawa^ respecting their internal 
polity and taxation, as are derived from their own consent, with 
the approbation of their Sovereign or his substitute : a right 
which, as men, and d^endtttil of MrUous, they have ever 
quietly possessed, since^ fiirst by royal permission and encou- 
ragement, they left the mother kingdom to extend its commerce 
and dominion. 

" Your majesty's dutiful sblijecU^of Virginia most humbly 
and unanimously hope, that this invaluable birthright, descend- 
ed to them fkini theii" ai!^Cest6ts, and in which ih^ ht^t been 
protected by youjf royal predecessors, will not btef ^uff<&red to re- 
ceive an injury uMer the feign of your sacred majeEfty, abfeiidy 
so illustriously distinguished by your gracious attention to (be 
liberties of the people. 

" That your majesty may long live to make nations hftppy. 
is the ardent prayer bf your faithful subjects, the Council and 
Burgesses 0/ tirginia.^^ 

The author cannot learn who drew the fbllo^hg tnei!n6riai; 
but from the style of the composition, compared with the members 
of the committee, and the distribution of its other labours^ he 
thinks it probable that it was Mr. Pendletcm; possibly R&. Bkmd. 

" 1*0' the itight fionourable the Lords Spiritual ahd Temporal, 

in Parliament ^i^embled : 

" The Memorial of the Council and Burgesses of VirginiOf Ttow 

met in General Assembly, 

''HVMBLT B&FRE8BNT8, 

''That your memorialists hope an application to your lord- 
dqpe, the fixed ^uid hereditaary guardicmB of British liberty, will 
not be thought improper al this time, whm measures are pro- 
posied, subversive^ as they conceive eS thai freedom^ which all 
nen, especiaUy those who derive their constitution from Bri- 
tain, have a right to enjoy ; and they flatter themselves that 
your lordships will not }6ok xtpatt them as ebfects so unworthy 
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your atteation, as to regard any impropriety in the form or 
manner of their application, for your lordships' protection, of 
their just and undoubted rights as Britons. 

" It cannot be presumption in your memorialists to call them- 
selves by this distinguished name, since they are descended 
from BritoTiSf who left their native country to extend its ter^ 
ritory and dominion, and who, happily for Britain^ and as 
your memorialists once thought, for themselves too, effected this 
purpose. As our ancestors brought with them every right 
and privilege they could with justice claim in their mother 
kingdom, their descendants may conclude, they cannot be de- 
prived of those rights without injustice. 

"Your memorialists conceive it to be a fundamental principle 
of the British constitution, without which freedom can no where 
exist, that the people are not subject to any taxes but such as are 
laid on them by their own consent or by those who are legally 
appointed to represent them: propertj^ must become too precarious 
for the genius of a free people which can be taken from them 
at the will of others, who cannot know what taxes such people 
can bear, or the easiest mode of raising them; and who are not 
under that restraint, which is the greatest security against a 
burthensome taxation, when the representatives themselves must 
be affected by every tax imposed on the people. 

" Your memorialists are therefore led into an humble confi- 
dence, that your lordships will not think any reason sufficient- 
to support such a power, in the British parliament, where the 
colonies cannot be represented : a power never before constitu- 
tionally assumed, and which if they have a right to exercisir 
on any occasion, must necessarily establish this melancholy 
truth, that the inhabitants of the colonies are the slaves of £n% 
ions from whom they are descended ; and from whom they 
might expect every indulgence that the oUigations of interest 
and affection can entitle them to. 

'* Your memorialists hav» beea invested with the right oi 
38* 
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Mriag ihmik own people froth the fitst establishment of a r^lar 
Ifovemiiaettt in Ihe colony, ahd requisitions have beefi constantly 
made to them by their sorereigns, on all occasions when the as- 
sistanoe of the colony was thought necessary to preserve the 
British inte^rest in America ; from whence they must conclude 
they cannot now be deprived of a right they have so long en- 
jdyed, and which they have never forfeited. 

*' The expenses incurred during the last war, in compliance 
with th^demands on this colony by our late and present most 
gracious sovereigns, have involved us in a debt of near half a 
million, a d^bt not likely to decrease under the continued ex- 
pense we are at, in providing for the security of the people 
against the incit^ions of our savage neighbours ; at a time 
when the low state of our staple commodity, the total want of 
specie, and the late restrictions upon the trade of the colonies, 
render the circumstances of the people extremely distressful ; 
and whidi, if taxes are accumulated upon them by the Bri- 
tish parliament, will make them truly deplorable. 

" Your memorialists cannot suggest to themselves any rea- 
son why they should not still be trusted with the property of 
their people, with whose abilities, and the least burthensome 
mode of taxing, (with great deference to the superior wisdom 
of parliament,) they must be best acquainted. 

" Your memorialists hope they shall not be suspected of being 
actuated, on this occasion, by any principles but those of the 
purest lojralty and afi^tion, as they al w ays endeavoured by their 
conduct to demonstrate, that they consider their connexion with 
Great Britain, the seat of liberty, as their greatest happiness. 

" The duty they owe to themselves Und their posterity, lays^ 
yoiir memorialists under the necessity of endeavouring to esta- 
blish, their constitution upon its proper foundation ; and they do 
most humbly pray y^ar lordships to take this subject into your 
consideration with the attenti(»i that is due to the well-being of 
tile cokmies, on which the prosperity of Cheat Britain does, in 
a great measute^ depend." 



Mr Wythe was Ihe i&Uthbt df the following tettidnstra^^e 
" It WAS don^ with 00 ihuth lire^om, that, as lie told the 
himself his colleague 6f (he committee shrunk from it a$ wear- 
ing the aspect of treason, and smoothed its features to its present 
form. 
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"*' To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses of 
Great B^itain^ in Parliament assembled : 

" TAf RemonstraTiee of the Council and Burgesses o^Tirginia. 

" It appearing, bj the printed Votes of the house of commons 
of Qreat Britain in parliament assembled, that in a committee 
of the whole house the 17th day of March last, it was resolved, 
tjiat toward defending, protecting, and securing the British 
colonies and plantations in Americaj it may be proper to charge 
certain stamp duties in the said colonies and plantations ; and 
it being apprehended that the same subject, which was then 
declined, may be resumed and further pursued in a succeeding 
session, the council and burgesses of Virginia^ met in general 
assembly, judge it their indispensable duty, in a respectful 
manner, but with decent firmness, to remonstrate against such 
a meadure ; that at leajeit a cession of those rights, which in 
their opinion must be infringed by that procedure, may not be 
inferred from their silente, at so important a crisis. 

" They concwre it is essential to British liberty, that laws, 
imposing taxes on the people, ought not to be made without 
the consent of representatives chosen by themselves ; who, at 
the same time that they are acquainted with the circumstances 
of their constituents, sustain a portion of the burthen laid on 
them. The privileges, inherent in the persons who discovered 
and settled these regions, could not be renounced or forfeited 
by their removal hither, not as vagabonds or fugitives, but li* 
censed and encotiraged by their prince, and animated with a 
laudable desire of enlarging the British dominion, and extend** 

^ Mr. Jefleraon. 
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ing its commerce : on the contraryi it waa secured to them'and 
their descendants^ with all other rights and immunities of Bri- 
tish subjects, by a royal charter, which hath been invariably 
recognised and confirmed by his Majesty and his predecessors, 
in their commissions to the several governors, granting a power^ 
and prescribing a form of legislation ; af cording to which, laws 
for the administration of justice, and for the welfare and good 
government of the colony, have been hitherto enacted by the 
governor, council, and general assembly ; and to them, reauisi- 
tions and applications for supplies have been directed by the 
crown. As an instance of the opinion which former sovereigns 
entertained of these rights and privileges, we beg leave to refer 
to three acts of the general assembly, passed in the 32d year of 
the reign of king Charles 11. (one of which is entitled ' An act 
fox raising a public reventce for the better support of the govern- 
ment of his Majesty s colony of Virginia^ imposing several du- 
ties for that purpose,) which being thought absolutely necessary, 
were prepared in England, and sent over by their then gover- 
nor, the lord Culpeper, to be passed by the general assembly, 
with a full power to give the royal assent thereto ; and which 
were accordingly passed, after several amendments were made 
to them here : thus tender was his Majesty of the rights of his 
American subjects ; and the remonstrants do not discern by 
what distinction they can be deprived of that sacred birthright 
and most valuable inheritance by their fellow-subjects, nocwith 
what propriety they can be taxed or affected in their estates, 
by the parliament, wherein they are not, and indeed cannot, 
constitutionally, be represented. 

" And if it were proper for the parliament to impose taxes on 
tjie colonies at all, which the remonstrants take leave to think 
would be inconsistent with the fundamental principles of the 
Qonstitution, the exercise of that power, at this time,, would be 
ruinous to Virginia, who exerted herself in the late war, it is 
feared beyond her strength, insomuch that to redeem the money 
granted for that exigence, her people are taxed for several years 



t& (k3/t6^] fhin^ ^m dS6' larger .^i^pe^ifleni iftou^Md Ctt# MB^mg 
tK6 f^dXiikHiB ^aiABt ^ resklesis hMdiu^ who htbve^ failifiMed h^ 
atf nSiiicii i^iMI^ tti^ {>e(ik<^0 &# befoi^ is sa gtie^ottei^ Chat ^ &k* 
creaae of Ibe Is^tk^il woialdf 1^ ihtoterable ; especially ^ (lie 
people are very greatly dist^^ased Already ^tc^ thef^ scarciQr 6f 
circulating cash amonf st them, and from the little value of their 
staple at the British markets. 

" And it is {[^umed, that adding to that load which the 
colc^y now labours under, will not be more oppressive to het 
people than destructive of tke kk^rest of €heat Britain : for 
the plantation trade, confined as it is to the mother country, 
hatti been a priiioipal means of multiplying and enriching her 
mhabitanfs ; and, if not too much discouraged, ia^y prove an 
inexhaustible soui^e of treasure to the nation. For [Satisfac- 
tion in this point, let the present state of the British fleets and 
trade be compared with what they were before the settlement 
of the colonies ; and let it be considered, that whilst property in 
land may be acquired on very easy terms, in the tast ux^ulti- 
vated territory of N&rth Amtrica^ the Colonists will be mostly, 
if not wholly, employed in agriculture ; whereby the exporta- 
tion of their commodities to Great Britain^ and the consump- 
tion of matiufactutes supplied from thence, will be daily in- 
creasing. But this most desirable Connetiofi between GfetU 
Britain and her colonies, supported by such a happy intercourse 
of reciprocal benefits as id continually advancing the prosperity 
of both, must be interrupted, if the people of the latter, reduced 
to extreme poverty, should be cofnpelled to manufacture those 
articles they have been hitherto furnished with from the former. 

" From these considerations, it is hoped that the honourable 
house of commons will not prosecute a measure which those 
Whomay mif^ undffr it cannot but look upon as fitter for exiles 
driven from their iiative country, after ignominiously forleitifig 
h^ fdtoursand protection, than for the posterity of Britom, 
who hav^ at aB timeA b^en forward to demonstrate all due re- 
verence to the mother kingdom ; and are so instrumental in 
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promoting her glory and felicit j; and that BrUisk patriots will 
never consent to the exercise of any anti-constitutional power^ 
which, even in this remote comer, maj^be dangerous in its ex- 
ample to the interior parts of the British empire, and will cer- 
tainly be detrimental to its commerce." 

I 



Note B. 



Council Chamber^ October 17 th, 1785. 

Sir — Since the last session of assembly, I have received 
sundry acts, resolutions, and other communications from con- 
gress, which I transmit to the general assembly, marked No. 
1, and which will claim the attention of the legislature, ac- 
cording to their nature and importance, respectively. 

The execution of the militia law hath caused much embar- 
rassment to the executive. Compelled to name all the field of- 
ficers throughout the state, and possessing sufficient information 
as to the fitness of individuals for these offices in a few coun- 
ties only, they were constrained to search out proper persons, 
by such means as accident furnished, and by letters addressed 
to the several counties. In some instances, the gentleman to 
whom they were addressed, refused to give any information. 
In many others, the answers came too late to avail ; the law 
directing the commissions to issue the first #f April. In this 
situation, the business has been conducted : and from a partial 
knowledge of characters in some counties, and a total ignorance 
of them in others, I am sensible many who are worthy of com- 
mand have been passed by, and others less fit for office may 
have been commissioned. And notwithstanding a close atten- 
tion has been given to this business, many of the counties have 
not yet been officered, for want of the recommendations of cap- 
tains and subalterns. 
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Finding that the arms and ammunition directed to be pur- 
chased, could, not be procured except from beyond the sea, 
application has been made by me to Mr. Jefferson and the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette, requesting their assistance to Mr. Barclay, 
(who was commissioned to make the purchase,) in accomplish- 
ing this important work ; and I have the satisfaction to find, 
that the afiair is in such a train as to promise the speedy ar- 
rival of these much wanted articles. For more full information 
respecting this transaction, I send you sundry letters, (No. 2,) 
by one of which you will see that our noble friend the Marquis 
offers us his services, if there shall be occasion for them. 

I transmit, herewith, a letter from the honourable Mr. Hardy, 
covering a memorial to congress from sundry inhabitants of 
Washington county, praying the establishment of an indepen- 
dent state, to be boimded as is therein expressed. The proposed 
limits include a vast extent of country in which we have nu- 
merous and very respectable settlements, which, in their growth, 
will form an invaluable barrier between this countryand those 
who, in the course of events, may occupy the vast plains west- 
ward of the mountains, some of whom may have views incom- 
patible with our safety. Already the militia of that part of 
the state is among the most respectable we have: and by these 
means it is, that the neighbouring Indians are awed into pro- 
fessions of friendship. But a circumstance has lately happened, 
which renders the possession of that territory, at the present 
time, indispensable to the peace and safety of Virginia : I mean 
the assumption f f sovereign power by the western inhabitants 
of North Carolina. If these people, who, without consulting 
their own safety or any other authority known in the American 
constitution, have assumed government,. and while imallied to 
us, and under no engagements to pursue the objects of the 
federal government, they shall be strengthened by the accession 
of so great a part of our country, consequences feital to our re- 
pose will probably follow. It is to be observed, that the settle- 
ments of this new society sketch on to great extent in contact 



10 4Vl?r.im3P- 

96118 .tp tb^ ppmagif^i of tb«l «(MEPp^i "vlfii^ mi$ fair ^ 4«- 
jtiQpgr aInb peap^ of NprtJn CAcolina. 

in Uns tMttp pf t)me^ Jvt u» tbott vm^t/ of iofqqmaMPQi bave 
Qome tp me, JBt^tixig ^x mf^ pcm>P% >^t ^flppQiallj Qol 
4k4iw jCkmpUe, baye uaed tbeir utinpiit en^eairgvus^ a^4 viljb 
.some success, to p^i^Buade ttie citifsenB in th^tt qwixtor to ibrcifik 
qQT j^p9i .tbis cpou^oawiealth, and attach tbemseLves to tbe 
ioawly fu^pnun^ ^oveoune^t, or ei^t o^ diift^ipt from itt. J^i 
ip oriler .to ^^eqt xhi» pvupoee^ Ihe ^uitj an4 aut^nty of the 
laws bf^yp b^^ ^i^aigned, tbe collection of tbe taxes impeded, 
and o\ir national obaraoter inipeached. Sut as I send you the 
8p\ceral pap<^ j hav« received on that subject, I need not en- 
large further than retnark, that if this most important part of 
our t^torj be lopped ,0% we lose that barrier for vhiQh our 
people have long and often fought, that nursery of soldiera from 
vhich future armies may be levied, and through which it wUl 
be almost impossible for our enemies to penetrate: we ^aU 
aggrandize the new state, whose connexicH^ views, and designs 
we laiow not; diall cease to be formidable to our savage 
neighbours, orre^pecitable to.our western settlements, at pvesent, 
and in futura 

WhiJIiB these ^and many other matters w^e contemplated by 
the .executive^ it is naturaj to suppose, the attempt for separation 
was discouraged by every lawful means ; the chief of which 
was, ^^splacingiaucb of the field officers of militia, in Washing- 
ton county, as were active partizans for separation, in order to 
prevent the weight of office being cast in the scale i^ainst this 
state: to this end a proclamation was issued, declaring the 
militia law pf the last session in force, in that county, and 
Itppointments of officers w^e niade ^reeable to it. 

I hope to be excused for expressing a wish, that the assembly, 
.in deliberating oa this, affair, will prefer lenient measures in 
jprder tp reclaini onr .erring fallow-citizens. Thejr.taiies b^ye 
•jrun 4nto three ypais' ariec^r, im^ thereby, grown to an amQVWt 



^ 



APPENDIX. 11 

« 

beyond the ability of many to discharge, while the system of 
our trade has been suoh, as to render their agriculture unpro- 
ductive of money; and I cannot but suppose that if even the 
warmest supporters of sepsuration had seen the mischievous 
consequenCjBS of it, they would have retracted ; and condemned 
that intemperance in their own proceedings, which opposition 
in sentiments is too apt to produce. 

A letter from the countess of Huntingdon and another from 
Sir James Jay, expressing her intentions to attempt the civili- 
zation of the Indians, are also sent you. It will rest with the 
assembly to decide upon the means for executing this laudable 
design, that reflects so much honour on that worthy lady. 

By a resolution of the last assembly, the auditors were pre- 
vented from liquidating the claims of the ofiicers and soldiers, 
after the first day of May last. Although the wisdom of such 
a measure must be admitted, yet several cases have come to 
my knowledge where claims, founded upon the clearest princi- 
ples of justice, have been rejected by reason of that restriction: 
and when I consider that the claimants will be found to consist, 
in considerable degree, of widows, orphans, and those who 
have been taken prisoners, I am persuaded the assembly will 
think that a rigorous adherence to the forementioned resolution 
is improper, and that justice will be done tp the claims of those 
few, whose poverty, ignorance, or other misfortunes^ prevented 
earlier applications, 

By Mr. Ross's letter, No. 5, the assembly will observe his 
demand against the state, and that it can be properly discussed 
only by the legislature. Although the post at Point of Fork 
has been long occupied, I ■ cannot discover the least trace of 
title to the ground vested in the public, or any previous stipu- 
lation with the proprietor for the temporary possession of it. 
While the assembly are considering of a proper satisfaction to 
the owner for the time past, I trust provision will be made to 
secure a permanent repository for the public arms and military 
storeef, at that or some other place most proper for the purpose. 
3M 
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Th* honourable WilKam Nelsoo hath redgned his office as 
a membef of the council, as aj^pean by his letter, No. 6. 

The honourable Henry Tazewell, esq. lias been appointed 
a judge of the general cot^ in the room of the honourable B. 
Danbridge^ esq. deceased, until the assembly shall signify their 
pleasure. 

The honourable Geo. Muter, esq. has been appointed a judge 
of the general court in Kentucky, in the room of Cjrus Griffin, 
esq. who resigned his appointment 

Thomas Massie, esq. having resigned his appointment for 
opening a road on the north western frontier, Joseph Neville, 
esq. has been appointed in his room. 

The report of the commissioners for disposing of the Gosport 
lands^ No. 9, will explain to the assembly their transactions in 
that businesa 

Mr. Ren^ Rapicault, of New Orleans, exhibited an account 
against this commonwealth for a considerable sum of money, 
which appears to be due to him. But as it will be found by a 
reference to his papers. No. 10, that this debt, however just, 
cannot be paid from any fund now existing, it is submitted to 
the legislature to make such provision for its payment, m to 
them shall seem proper, 

The report of the commissioners for extending the boundary 
line between Virginia and Pennsylvania, No. 1 1, will explain 
the manner in which that business has been executed* 

By Mr. Jeffisrson's letters it appears^ that the original sum 
granted to procure a statue of General Washington will be de- 
ficient. The further sum wanting, together with the reajsons 
for increasing the expense of the work, will appear by Mr. 
JeiSerson's correspondence, No. 12. 

The crews of the boats Liberty and Patriot were ordered to 
be enlisted for 12 months from August last, unless sooner dis- 
charged. This was done in order that the assembly might, if 
they judged proper, determine to discontinue them, or if they 
are retained, make suitable provision for their support : hitherto, 



that halt been defrftyad ^t of tha contingent lund. BrA the 
gtthi variety of expensed charged on that fund, make it neces- 
darj, in future, to provide some other mode of auppcn forthefia. 
The assembly will, no doubt, observe in the coarse of their de- 
liberations on the subject of revenue, that it is necessary for the 
executive to commission the officers. The officer commanding 
one of these boats has detected several persons attedapting to 
evade the payment of duty, and in compliance with the law, 
as he supposes, took bonds for the pa3rment of the penalties 
imposed for making false entries. But it seems there are great 
difficulties in recovering judgment on these bonds, owing to 
ambiguity in the law respecting the subject. The assemWy 
will apply such remedy for this evil as they think proper. 

AppUcation hath been made to the executive, on the subject 
of paying into the continental treasury, warrants for interest 
due on loan office certificates, and other liquidated claims 
against the continent. And although there can be no doubt 
that payments, made by the treasurer to the continental re 
ceiver, may include the proportion of warrants specified by con- 
gress in their act of the 28th of April 1784^ yet the receiver, 
when po^essed of the cash, although it was unaccompanied 
by any warrants, does not conceive himself justified in parting 
with any money in exchange for them. So that until the as- 
sembly shall interpose, by making these warrants receivable at 
the treasury, our citizens will suffer great injury, and be de- 
prived of a facility enjoyed by the citizens of the other states. 

The sum of money allowed by the assembly in their resolu- 
tion of the 13th of June 1783, for compiling, printing,- and bind- 
ing the laws, has proved inadequate to the purpose ; five hun- 
dred^pounds having been expended in the printing, and two 
hundred and fifty engaged to be divided among the gentlemen 
^ho made the compilation; so that nothing is left to pay tor 
the binding. 

I cannot forbear informing the assembly, that many county 
eourts have failed to recommend sheriib in the months of Jiue 
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and July. In consequence of this, many of the counties will 
be without sheriffii, in as mUch as the executive think they 
have no power to issue commissions in such cases. As this 
evil threatens so many parts of the state with anarchy, I 
have no doubt of the legislature remedying it with all possible 
despatch. 

I have the honour to be, with great regard, 
^our most obedient, 

Humble servant, 

P. HENRT. 

The Honourable the Speaker of the House of Delegates. 



Note C. 



Judge Tucker, in his edition of Blackstone, having fallen 
into Mr. Randolph's mistake, in regard to the case of Josiah 
Philips, the following note has been furnished to the author by 
the gentleman who was the chairman of the committee. 

"The case of Josiah Philips, I find strangely represented by 
Judge Tucker and Mr. Edmund Randolph, and very n^li- 
gently vindicated by Mr. Henry. That case is personally 
known to me, because I was of the legislature at the time, was 
one of those consulted by Mr. Henry, and had my share in the 
passage of the bill. I never, before saw the observations of 
those gentlemen, which you quote on this case, and will now, 
therefore, briefly make some strictures on them. 

"Judge Tucker, instead of a definition of the functions of 
bills of attainder, has given a just diatribe against their abuse. 
The occasion and proper office of a bill of attainder is this; 
when a person charged with a crime withdraws from justice, 
or resists it by force, either in his own or a foreign country, no 
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Other meanaofliriaguig him to trial or puxushment being prac- 
ticable, a special act is passed bj the legislature, adapted to the 
particular case ; this prescribes to him a sufficient term to ap* 
pear and submit to a trial bj his peas, declares that his refusal 
to appear shall be taken as a confession of guilt, as in the or- 
dinary case of an offender at the bar refusing to plead, and 
pronounces the sentence -which would have been rendered on 
his confession or conviction in a court of law. No doubt that 
these acts of attainder have been abused in England as instru- 
ments of vengeance by a successful over a defeated paurty. But 
what institution is insusceptible of abuse, in wicked hands ? 

" Again, the judge says, * the court refused to pass sentence 
of execution pursuant to the directions of the act.' The court 
could not refuse this, because it was never proposed to them, 
and my authority for this assertion shall be presently given. 

*' For the perversion of a fact so intimately known to himself, 
Mr. Randolph can be excused only by our indulgence for ora- 
tors who, pressed by a powerful, adversary lose sight,^in the 
ardour of conflict, of the rigorous accuracies of fact, and per- 
mit their imagination to distort and colour them to the views 
of the momafit. He was attorney-general at the time, and told 
me himself the first time I saw him after the trial of Philips, 
that when taken and delivered up to justice, he had thought 
it best to make no use of the act of attainder, and to take no 
measure under it ; that he had indicted him, at the commcHi 
law, either for murder or robbery,- (I forget which, and whe- 
ther for both,) that he was tried on this indictment in the ordi- 
nary way, found guilty by the jury, sentenced and executed 
under the common law ; a course which every one approved, 
because the first object of the act of attainda was, to bring 
him to fair trial. Whether Mr. Randolph was right in this 
kiformation to me, or, when in the debate with Mr. Henry,^ he 
represents this atrocious offender as sentenced and executed 
under the act of attainder, let the record of the case decide. 

" 'Without being confrcmted with his accusers and witni 
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es, without the privilege of calling for evidence in hia behalf 
he was sentenced to death, and afterward actually executed.* 
I appeal to the universe to produce one single, instance^ from 
the first establishment of government in this state to the present 
day, where, in a trial at bar, a criminal has been refused con- 
frontation with his accusers and witnesses, or denied the privi- 
lege of calling for evidence in his behalf. Hcul it been done 
in this case, I would have asked of the attorney-general, why 
he proposed or permitted it 1 But, without having seen the re- 
cord, I will venture, on the character of our courts, to deny 
that it was done. But if Mr. Randolph meant, only, that Phi- 
lips had not these advantages, on the passage of the bill of 
attainder, how idle to charge the legislature with omitting to 
confront the culprit with his witnesses, when he was standing 
out in arms, and in defiance of their authority ; and their sen- 
tence was to take effect, only on his own refiisal to come in 
and be confronted. We must either, therefor^ consider this as 
a mere hyperbolism of imagination, in the heat of debate, or, 
what I should rather believe, a defective statement by the re- 
porter of Mr. Randolph's argument. I suspect this last the 
rather, because this point in the* charge of Mr. Randolph, is 
equally omitted in the defence of Mr. Henry. This gentleman 
must have known that Philips was tried and executed under 
the common law, and yet, according to this report, he rests his 
defence on a justification of the attainder only. But all who 
knew Mr. Henry, know, that when at ease in argument, he 
was sometimes careless, not giving himself the trouble of ran- 
sacking either his memory or imagination for all the topics of 
his subject, or his audience that of hearing them. No man on 
earth knew better when he had said enough for his heareis. 

" Mr. Randolph charges us with having read the bill three 
times in the same day. I do not remember the fact, nor whether 
this was enforced on us by the urgency of the ravages of Phi< 
lips, or of the time at which the bill was introduced. I have 
some idea it was at or near the cloae of the session. The jour- 
nals, which I have not, will ascertain this fact." 
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The following proceedings against Josiah Philips and his 
associates, are extracted from the records of the general court ; 
and are followed by the notice of the execution of these men, 
from the public prints of the day : which, it is hoped, will put 
a final end to this mistake, so little to the honour of our 
revolutioa 

" Virginia, to wit t 

" The jurors for the commonwealth, upon their oath present : 
That Josiah Philips, late of the parish of Lynhaven, in the 
county of Princess Ann, labourer, on the ninth day of May, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight, with force and arms, at the parish aforesaid, in the county 
aforesaid, in the highway of the commonwealth there, in and 
upon one James Hargrove, in the peace of God and of the 
commonwealth, then and there being, feloniously did make an 
assault, and him, the said James Hargrove, in bodily fear and 
danger of his life, in the highway aforesaid, then and there, 
feloniously did put, and twenty-eight men's felt-hats of the va- 
lue of twenty shillings each, and five pounds of twine of the va- 
lue of five shillings each pound, of the goods and chattels of the 
said James Hargrove, from the person and against the will of 
the said James Hargrove, in the highway aforesaid, then and 
there feloniously and violently did steal, take and carry away, 
against the peace and dignity of the commonwealth. 



"Witness James Hargrove, 

Benjamin GrijQith, 
William Lovett, 
f Polly Davis, 

Horatio Davis, and 
John Matthias. 



Sworn in court, Oct. 
20th, 1778. 

"John Mat." 



The above indictment is thus endorsed : 
" An indictment against Josiah Philips for robbery," (in Mr. 
Randolph's hand-writing). " A true bUl. Wm. Hd^ focemaa" 
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« TiMtKIA. 

" In the General Court, 20th October, 1778. 

^ Jofliah Philips, late of the parish of L3mhaTen, in the countj 
of Princess Ann, labourer, who stands iridicted for robbery, 
was led to the bar in custody of the keeper of the public gaol, 
and was thereof arraigned, and pleaded not guilty to the in- 
dictment, and for his trial put himself upon God and the coun- 
try. Whereupon came a jury, to wit : James Letate, Thomas 
Stanley, Gilliam Booth, Stapleton Crutchfield, John Tankerley, 
John Draper, Leonard Henley, Micajah Chiles, Richard Swep- 
son, William James Lewis, Thomas Cowles, and Ambrose 
Raines, who, being elected, tried and sworn the truth of, and 
upon premises to speak, and having heard the evidence, upon 
their oath do say, that^the said Josiah Philips is guilty of the 
robbery aforesaid in manner and form as^ in the indictment 
against him is alleged, and that he had neither lands nor tene- 
ments, goods nor chattels at the time of committing the said 
robbery, nor at any time since, to their knowledge ; and there- 
upon he is remanded to gaol. 

" October the 27th, 1778. 

"Josiah Philips, late of the parish of Lynhavei^ in the county 
of Princess Ann, labourer, who stands convicted of robbery, 
was again led to the bar in custody of the keeper of the public 
gaol, and thereupon it being demanded of him if any thing he 
had or knew to say for himself, why the court, here, to judg- 
ment and execution of and upon the premises, should not pro- 
ceed, he said he had nothing but what he had before said. 
Therefore, It is considered by the court, that he be hanged by 
the neck imtil he be dead. 

"October 28th, 1778. 

" John Lowry, Jcbn Reizen, and Charles Bowman, for mur- 
der, Josiah PhUipSf James Hodges, Henry M^Lalen, and Ro- 
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bert Hodges, for robbery, James Randolph for horse-stealingi 
Joseph Turner, otherwise called Josiah Blankenship, for bur- 
glary, and John Highwarden for grand larceny, being under 
sentence of death by the judgment of the court yesterday 
passed against them for their said offence : It is awarded, that 
execution of the said sentence be severally made and done upon 
them the said John Lowry, John Reizen, Charles Bowman, 
Josiah Philips, James Hodges, Henry M'Lalen, Robert Hodges, 
James Randolph, Joseph Turner, otherwise called Josiah Blank- 
enship, and John Highwarden, by the sheriff of York county, 
on Friday the fourth day of December next, between the hours 
of ten and twelve in the forenoon, at the usual place of exe- 
cution. ^ 

" Copies — Teste, 

" Peyton Drew, C. G. C." 

Extract from Dixon and Hunter's paper of. October the 30th, 

1778. 

'^ Williamsburg — At a general court, begun and held at the 
capitol the lOth instant, the following criminals were con- 
demned to suffer death : Charies Bowman, from Prince Greorge, 
for murder ; John Lowry, from Bedford, for ditto ; Josiah Phi- 
lipSf James Hodges^ Robert Hodges^ and Henry H/tLalen, from 
Princess Ann, for robbery ; John Highwarden, from Fauquier, 
for grand larceny ; Joseph Turner, alias Josiah Blankenship, 
from Albemarle, for burglary ; and James Randolph, from Cul- 
peper, for horse-stealing." 

Extract from Dixon and Hunters paper of December 4th, 1778. 

" Williamsburg. — This day were executed, at the gallows 

near this city, purstuint to their sentence, the following crixoi- 

nals, viz. Josiah Phil^s, Henry M'Lalen, Robert Hodges^ 

John Reizen, and Josiah Blankenship." 
3N 
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